
UTK Unit 3 Awesome Animals 
Lesson 18 

 
Phenomenon:  Animals 
camouflage to stay safe 
or hunt. 

Question to 
Investigate: How 
do animals use 
camouflage?  

Lesson Objective: Students explore 
how animals use camouflage to stay 
safe from predators or hunt. 

Success Criteria: I can explain how animals use camouflage.  
 
 

Launch 

 

Let’s sing our Awesome Animals song. Awesome Animals by Ms. Pratt 

 

Our Awesome Animal of the Day is Giant Pacific Octopus 

 

Today we are going to investigate how animals use camouflage? 

 

Raise your hand if you have played hide and seek. Tell us about your experience playing 
hide and seek. Where did you hide? Were you friends about to find you? 
Turn and talk: How do you think animals play hide and seek? Listen to student ideas. 
Revoice a few to the class.  

 

Let’s watch this video by Jessi and Squeaks to see how animals play hide and seek.  
Camouflage Hide and Seek 
 
Animals are so awesome! What do you know about how animals play hide and seek?   
 
Yes! Jessi and Squeaks talked about different ways animals blend in or camouflage 
themselves. What do you remember about how animals use camouflage? 
 

1.​ Body color 
2.​ Patterns of fur or scales 
3.​ Shape of their body 
4.​ By adding things to their bodies 

Explore  

 

We are going to take a Gallery Walk to study some pictures of animals who are great at 
camouflage.  Let’s review our Gallery Walk Norms that we created earlier in the year.  

(Add Gallery Walk Norms) 
Students should take turns talking; Students use “I agree” and conversely, “I 
disagree”; Students move to the next picture after talking (or at the bell). 
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https://youtu.be/fDhbto8LcdA?list=PLn-5CTsPItJ6UbJ2Uxbd9D7qku6506gyO
https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=IrdbENkylZM
https://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=YOIRci0CKzg


 

Look at the Camouflage Pictures with your friends. Try to find the animal in the picture. 
See if you can name them.  Discuss if you think the animal is blending in using 

1.​ Color 
2.​ Pattern 
3.​ Shape 
4.​ Or by adding items to their body 

 
Then, discuss if you think that animal is a prey or predator and what makes you think that.

  

 

How do you think the animals in these pictures use camouflage? Allow time for students to 
respond. Discuss how animals use camouflage (color, pattern, shape, or adding items to their 
body). 

 

Option 1 
Zoologists - today we are going to study an animal’s ability to camouflage by playing a 
camouflage hide and seek game.  I am going to split the class in half. Half of you will pick 
out animals and hide them on the playground and the other half will try to find the hidden 
animals. 
 
In between or just at the end of the activity have a discussion to reflect on their actions and 
findings. Ask the hiders: What kind of places did you look for? What makes a good hiding 
place? Ask the seekers: Why were some animals easier to find? Why were some harder to 
find? Did we find all of them? 

 

Option 2 
Zoologists today we are going study an animal’s ability to camouflage by playing a 
camouflage hide and seek game. To record your work we are going to complete an 
assignment on Seesaw called Animal Hide and Seek. To complete the assignment, you 
will need to pick one animal from our bins.  Your job will be to place it strategically 
somewhere outside so that it can either successfully hide from predators or it can 
successfully hunt its prey. 
 
Let’s pick animals and then log on to our computers so that we can complete this 
assignment.   

Reflect 

 
Now that we have put all of our suplies away, Let’s reflect: How do animals stay safe from 
predators? 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ciLj6wtALFp3DWnwiGGBVQLfD6sJUI8LGU3sayXcIOc/edit?usp=sharing
https://app.seesaw.me/pages/shared_activity?prompt_id=prompt.b23e5179-993d-44ec-a228-cfa8c9746eac&share_token=GjIsJQ2DRzW_KKIMOwFF9A

