Srikalahasti Temple: A Spiritual Journey

Overview / Introduction

Srikalahasti Temple is a revered Hindu temple located in the town of Srikalahasti, in the
Tirupati district of Andhra Pradesh, India. Dedicated to Lord Shiva, it is one of the most
famous Shiva temples in South India. The temple is particularly renowned for its Vayu
Linga, one of the five Panchabhoota Sthalams, representing the element of wind. This
ancient temple holds immense spiritual significance, drawing devotees from across the
globe who come to seek blessings and perform various rituals. Its unique architecture and
rich history make it a prominent pilgrimage site.

Location & Accessibility

The Srikalahasti Temple is situated in Srikalahasti, Andhra Pradesh. It is easily accessible
by various modes of transportation.

e By Air: The nearest airport is Tirupati Airport (TIR), approximately 25 km away.
From the airport, one can hire taxis or use local transport to reach the temple.

e By Rail: Srikalahasti has its own railway station, Srikalahasti Railway Station (KHT),
which is well-connected to major cities in Andhra Pradesh and other parts of India.

e By Road: The temple is well-connected by road, with regular bus services from
Tirupati, Chennai, and other nearby towns. Taxis and private vehicles are also
readily available.

History & Cultural Significance

The history of Srikalahasti Temple dates back to ancient times, with mentions in various
Hindu scriptures and Puranas. It is believed to have been constructed during the Pallava
period and later expanded by the Chola and Vijayanagara kings. The temple is strongly
associated with the legend of Kannappa, a hunter who was ready to gouge out his eyes to
replace the bleeding eyes of Lord Shiva's idol. This act of devotion earned him salvation.
The temple is also significant for performing Rahu-Ketu Sarpa Dosha nivarana pujas,
making it a popular destination for those seeking relief from astrological afflictions. Its
architectural grandeur reflects the rich cultural heritage of South India.



Main Attractions / Things to See

The Srikalahasti Temple complex offers several captivating sights:

Vayu Linga: The presiding deity, Lord Srikalahasteeswara, is worshipped in the
form of a Vayu Linga, representing the element of wind. Devotees can observe the
flame flickering even without any direct air circulation, a mystical phenomenon
attributed to the presence of Vayu.

Gopurams: The temple boasts magnificent gopurams (entrance towers) adorned
with intricate carvings and sculptures, depicting various mythological scenes. The
main gopuram, built by Krishnadevaraya, is particularly impressive.
Hundred-Pillared Mandapam: This architectural marvel features intricately carved
pillars, each telling a story from Hindu mythology.

Pathala Ganapathi: A shrine dedicated to Lord Ganesha, located underground,
which requires descending a flight of steps.

Kannappa Temple: A small shrine dedicated to the ardent devotee, Kannappa.

Best Time to Visit

The best time to visit Srikalahasti Temple is during the cooler months, from October to
March. The weather during this period is pleasant, making it comfortable for sightseeing
and performing rituals. Avoid visiting during the summer months (April to June) when
temperatures can be very high.

Entry Details

Temple Timings: The temple is generally open from 6:00 AM to 9:00 PM every
day. However, timings may vary during special occasions and festivals.

Entry Fee: There is no entry fee for general darshan. However, special darshan
tickets and tickets for specific pujas are available for a fee.

Pooja Tickets: Tickets for Rahu-Ketu Sarpa Dosha Nivarana Puja and other special
rituals can be purchased at the temple counter.

Activities & Experiences

Darshan: Participate in the general darshan or opt for special darshan for a quicker
viewing of the deity.

Rahu-Ketu Sarpa Dosha Nivarana Puja: Many devotees visit the temple
specifically to perform this puja to alleviate astrological afflictions.

Abhishekam: Witness or participate in the various abhishekam ceremonies
performed for Lord Shiva.



e Temple Exploration: Take time to admire the intricate carvings, sculptures, and
architectural grandeur of the temple complex.

Food & Local Cuisine

Srikalahasti offers a variety of South Indian vegetarian cuisine.

Temple Prasadam: Don't miss out on the delicious prasadam offered at the temple.
e Local Eateries: There are several local restaurants and eateries serving traditional
Andhra meals, dosa, idli, vada, and other South Indian delicacies.
e Coffee: Enjoy a cup of authentic filter coffee from local tea stalls.

Accommodation

Accommodation options in Srikalahasti range from budget-friendly guesthouses to
mid-range hotels.

e Temple Guest Houses: The temple administration offers accommodation facilities
for pilgrims.
Private Hotels: Several private hotels are available in and around the temple town.
e Nearby Tirupati: For more upscale options, one can consider staying in Tirupati,
which is a short drive away.

Travel Tips

e Dress Code: Dress modestly when visiting the temple. Traditional Indian attire is
preferred.

e Footwear: Footwear is not allowed inside the main temple premises. There are
designated areas to keep your shoes.

e Photography: Photography may be restricted in certain areas of the temple. Please
adhere to the rules.

e Guides: Consider hiring a local guide to learn more about the temple's history and
significance.

e Crowds: Expect crowds during peak seasons, weekends, and festivals.

Nearby Attractions

e Tirupati: The renowned Venkateswara Temple at Tirumala, Tirupati, is a major
pilgrimage site just about 36 km from Srikalahasti.



e Talakona Waterfalls: The highest waterfall in Andhra Pradesh, located about 60
km away, offering scenic beauty and trekking opportunities.

e Gudimallam Shiva Temple: An ancient Shiva temple known for its unique lingam,
approximately 30 km from Srikalahasti.

Photography Spots

While photography is restricted inside the main temple sanctum, the exterior gopurams
and the general temple complex offer excellent opportunities for capturing its
architectural beauty. The vibrant local markets around the temple also provide interesting
subjects.

Local Events & Festivals

The Srikalahasti Temple celebrates several festivals with great fervor:

e Maha Shivaratri: This is the most significant festival celebrated here, attracting
thousands of devotees. The temple is especially vibrant during this time.

e Brahmotsavam: A grand annual festival observed with elaborate rituals and
processions.

e Navaratri: Celebrated with special pujas and decorations.

Contact & Official Info

For official information and inquiries, you can refer to the temple's official website or
contact them directly.

Contact Detail Information

Official Website [Official Website of Srikalahasti Temple]
D File

Temple Office ? Place

Phone Number 2 Person (Temple Administration)
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