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GROUP A — Club World Cup 2025 Preview

1. FC Porto — Likely Group Winner
Why?

e Squad Quality & Depth:
Highest market value (€312.7M) and 14 international players. A balanced squad with
high performers like Samu Aghehowa (19 goals) and multiple playmakers across
midfield and full-backs.

e Form & Competition Level:
Strong domestic performance (3rd in Primeira Liga, 71 points, +35 GD). Scored 65
goals in 34 matches. Competitive consistency across Europe boosts readiness.

e Coach & Tactics:
Coach has limited tenure (<1 year), but inherits a squad with continental pedigree.

e CWC Experience:
First CWC appearance, but recent deep runs in UEFA Champions League (Round of
16 in both 2023 & 2024) provide top-tier match exposure.

e Adaptability:
European squad with less fixture congestion and tactical maturity; expected to
handle group-stage pressure well.

Conclusion: Most balanced team in Group A — tactically disciplined, technically skilled, and
physically imposing.

2. Palmeiras — Strong Contender for 2nd
Why?

e Recent Success:
Libertadores Round of 16 qualifiers in 2025, finalists in 2020 and 2021, semi-finalists
in 2023. Among South America’s best.

e Squad & Depth:
Market value of €238.75M, young talent like Vitor Roque and Estévao (3 assists),



and multiple attacking options with 2+ goals.

e Form & Defense:
Excellent recent form: 7 wins in last 9 matches, only 4 goals conceded. Tight
defensive unit.

e Experience:
Two CWC appearances (2nd in 2021). Strong understanding of high-stakes
international club tournaments.

e Coach:
Highly decorated coach (2x Copa Libertadores, 2x Brazilian league champion) with
five years of tenure. Tactical stability matters.

Conclusion: Battle-tested, deep squad. Should edge out others for 2nd place, though Porto
might be a step ahead.

3. Inter Miami CF — Dark Horse
Why?

e Star Power:
Lionel Messi (6 goals, 2 assists), Suarez (6 assists), Alba, Segovia, and Allende
form a strong creative core.

e Squad Depth:
Market value of €69.25M, 23 international players — highest in group. But overall
quality drops outside of the top few stars.

e Form & League:
Mid-table MLS (11th, 26 points, +3 GD). Unconvincing team performances, but
capable of key moments.

e Coach:
Relatively new to top-level management (<1 year), with international youth
experience but little elite club competition.

e CWC History:
First-ever CWC appearance. No prior experience at this level could be a
disadvantage.

Conclusion: Can cause problems on their day, especially with Messi’s brilliance. However,
squad inconsistency and lack of elite match tempo might see them fall short of knockout
rounds.



4. Al Ahly — Tough & Experienced, But Outmatched

Why?

Most CWC Experience:
9 appearances, four 3rd-place finishes. Truly battle-hardened at this level.

Continental Dominance:
CAF Champions League champions in 2023 and 2024, semifinalists in 2025. Reign
supreme in Africa.

Squad Quality:
Market value (€33.9M) significantly lower than others in the group. Strong midfield
leaders like Emam Ashour (9 goals, 4 assists), but overall depth lags.

Form & Fixtures:
Decent recent form (5W-1D-1L), but upcoming matches pose travel and fatigue
challenges.

Coach:
Experienced in domestic cups and African football, but lacks pedigree in global
tournament knockout tactics.

Conclusion: Tough and compact, but not at the technical or tactical level of the other three.
May fight hard but likely finishes 4th.

Projected Final Standings — Group A

Positio Team Reasoning Summary

n

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

FC Porto Most complete squad, elite competition exposure, attacking
firepower

Palmeiras  Strong form, experienced coach, Libertadores pedigree, excellent
defense

Inter Miami Messi-led team with moments of brilliance, but squad quality gaps
show

Al Ahly CWOC veterans, but squad lacks depth & market value to match
top competition




Who Advances?

e [74 Advance to Knockouts: FC Porto (1st), Palmeiras (2nd)

e Y Eliminated: Inter Miami FC (3rd), Al Ahly (4th)

Summary by Key Categories

Club Performance & Form
e Top: Palmeiras and Porto, consistent results in tough leagues
e Mid: Inter Miami — good form but inconsistent defense

e Lower: Al Ahly — strong domestically, but less tested outside Africa

CWC Experience

e Highest: Al Ahly (9 appearances), Palmeiras (2)

e Newcomers: Porto and Inter Miami, though Porto has European knockout pedigree

Squad Quality & Depth

e Best: FC Porto (most goals, market value, and assists spread)
e Next: Palmeiras — emerging stars, balanced youth/experience

e Lower: Inter Miami has Messi but depth lags; Al Ahly lowest market value

Star Power

e Top: Messi (Inter Miami), Vitor Roque & Estévao (Palmeiras), Aghehowa (Porto)

e Collective Approach: Porto succeeds by spreading contribution

Coaching

e Most Experienced: Palmeiras — decorated coach, 5 years tenure



e Still Growing: Porto (new coach), Inter Miami, and Al Ahly have capable but less
proven leadership

Travel / Schedule Considerations

e Porto least affected by travel/fatigue
e Palmeiras and Inter Miami face tight domestic schedules

e Al Ahly potentially most affected due to multiple time zone jumps

GROUP B

1. Paris Saint-Germain — Likely Group Winner
Why?

Squad Quality & Depth:

€923.5M market value (highest in the group) with elite talent across all positions. Dembélé
(21 goals), Barcola (14 goals), and Ramos (10 goals) lead a potent attack. Strong depth,
with 14+ internationals.

Recent Form & League:

Dominant in Ligue 1 (currently 1st), with a stunning +57 goal differential and 84 points.
26W-6D-2L shows consistency. Into the 2025 UEFA Champions League Final, proving
they can handle top-tier competition.

Coach & Experience:
Globally accomplished coach with a UEFA Champions League title (2014—15), domestic
dominance in France, and deep tournament pedigree.

Club World Cup Experience:
This is their first CWC, but the Champions League final run suggests they're prepared for
international pressure.

Travel & Adaptability:
Travel across continents, but with a deep, experienced squad and European structure,
they're built to adapt to tournament demands.

Conclusion:
PSG’s firepower, tactical balance, and Champions League pedigree make them clear
favorites to top Group B.

2. Atlético Madrid — Strong Contender for 2nd



Why?

Defensive Solidity & Experience:
Conceded just 30 goals in 38 La Liga matches. Discipline and structure under Simeone are
trademarks. Currently 3rd in La Liga.

Continental Experience:
Regular UEFA Champions League knockout contenders. Knocked out by Real Madrid in the
Round of 16 this year, but drew 2—-2 on aggregate.

Squad Strength:
€515.8M value. Sgrloth (20 goals) and Alvarez (17) offer firepower. Griezmann adds
leadership and creative link play.

Coach & Tournament Pedigree:
Simeone is one of the most experienced managers globally — UCL finalist (twice), Europa
League winner (twice), La Liga champion (twice). His style is built for knockout football.

CWC Experience:
First Club World Cup appearance, but Champions League and UEFA pedigree suggest
readiness.

Conclusion:
Atlético have the defense, the coaching, and tournament mentality to finish 2nd, possibly
even challenge PSG if they hit form.

3. Botafogo — Underdog with Upside
Why?

Recent Success:
2024 Copa Libertadores champions — beat Atlético Mineiro 3—1 in final. Now 2nd in 2025
Libertadores group stage.

Squad Value & Depth:
€135.95M market value — significantly below the European giants. But talent like Igor Jesus
and Savarino offer attacking threat.

Form & Goals:
8 goals scored, 5 conceded in 6 matches — solid but unspectacular numbers. Defense
needs to hold firm in tough matchups.

International Experience:
First CWC. Players and staff have little exposure to European or global opponents. Could
face tactical and pace challenges.



Coach & Adaptability:
Limited international coaching accolades. Team may struggle to adapt to higher-tempo play
and tactical versatility of elite teams.

Conclusion:
Botafogo’s Libertadores success earns respect, but against PSG and Atlético, they’re likely
to finish 3rd unless they spring a surprise.

4. Seattle Sounders FC — Long Shot, Likely 4th Place
Why?

Club History & Domestic Success:
2021 CONCACAF Champions League winners and multiple-time MLS Cup champions. One
prior CWC appearance (2022).

Current Form & League Position:
10th in MLS (2025), 7W-5D-4L. Goals for: 23; against: 19 — modest stats. Recent form
doesn’t indicate a major upset brewing.

Squad Value & Quality:
€54.6M market value (lowest in the group). Rusnak (7 goals) and Musovski (5) lead a
decent but non-elite frontline.

Coach & Experience:
Experienced within MLS but lacks exposure to elite European or South American
opposition. Tactical mismatch vs PSG and Atlético.

Travel & Tournament Pressure:
Long travel from North America and playing mid-MLS season could lead to fatigue. Squad
depth may be tested.

Conclusion:
Sounders are proud representatives of MLS, but squad quality, depth, and tournament
context put them at a disadvantage.

Projected Group B Final Standings

Positio Team Reasoning Summary
n

1st Paris Champions League finalists, elite squad depth, attacking
Saint-Germain firepower, strong form

2nd Atlético Madrid  Tactical discipline, proven manager, strong La Liga form,
compact and dangerous



3rd Botafogo Recent Libertadores champions, but step up in class vs
Europe may be too much

4th Seattle MLS strength, past CWC experience, but lacking depth and
Sounders FC high-level experience

Who Advances?

e Advance to Knockouts: Paris Saint-Germain (1st), Atlético Madrid (2nd)

e Eliminated: Botafogo (3rd), Seattle Sounders FC (4th)

Summary by Key Factors
Club Performance & Form

e PSG and Atlético dominate their leagues and compete at Europe’s highest levels.
e Botafogo excel in Libertadores but face a step up.

e Seattle have solid MLS showings but lower global competitiveness.

Club World Cup History

e PSG and Atlético debut but bring Champions League experience.
e Seattle returns after 2022 appearance.

e Botafogo debut with confidence from Libertadores win.

Squad Quality & Depth

e PSG (€923.5M) and Atlético (€515.8M) far ahead in value and depth.

e Botafogo and Seattle lag behind, limiting their margin for error.

Star Power

e PSG: Dembélé, Ramos, Barcola; Atlético: Griezmann, Alvarez, Sgrloth.

e Botafogo and Seattle lack elite-level stars, though Igor Jesus and Rusnak are key.



Coaching & Experience

e Simeone and PSG’s coach boast deep tactical and international credentials.

e Botafogo and Seattle less experienced on the world stage.

Travel & Adaptability

e All face intercontinental travel, but PSG and Atlético squads are built to manage it.

e Seattle may suffer mid-season fatigue; Botafogo could struggle with physicality and
pace.

Tournament Context

e PSG as UCL finalists are group favorites. Atlético's tournament mindset keeps them
dangerous.

e Botafogo offer unpredictability, while Sounders aim to punch above their weight.

GROUP C - Club World Cup 2025 Preview

1. Bayern Munich — Clear Group Favorite
Why?

Squad Quality & Depth:
By far the strongest team in Group C. Market value estimated around €859M, a powerhouse

with elite talent across all lines:

e Harry Kane (26 goals),
e Michael Olise (12 goals, 18 assists),
e Jamal Musiala, Leroy Sané, Gnabry, etc.

Boasts multiple 10+ goal contributors and high-performing midfielders and
wingers.

Form & Competition Level:

e Top of the Bundesliga with 82 points and +67 GD, elite consistency.



e Knocked out narrowly by Inter Milan (4-3 agg.) in UCL QFs, and past two UCL runs
also ended at quarter or semifinal stage.

Coach & Tactics:

e Continuity and tactical maturity evident in performances.

e High pressing, attacking football backed by depth and tempo.

CWC Experience:

e Previous appearances: 1st place in 2013 & 2020.
e Proven pedigree in global club tournaments.
Conclusion:

Easily one of the tournament favorites overall. Should dominate this group barring a
major upset.

2. Benfica — Dark Horse with European Credentials
Why?
Squad & Attack:

e Vangelis Pavlidis (19 goals), Aktiirkoglu, Di Maria, Kékgii — strong attacking unit
with experience.

e Strong European pedigree and significant experience in continental play.

e Market value likely above €300M, with a deep, balanced squad.

Form & Results:

e Finished 2nd in Liga Portugal with 80 points and +56 GD.
e Strong domestic showing and a solid run in Europe:
o 2024-25 UCL Round of 16 exit to Barcelona (4-1 agg.).

o 2023-24 UEL Quarterfinalist.

Coach & Tactical Identity:



e Emphasizes attacking transitions and technical midfield control.

e Team has multiple contributors in both goals and assists, suggesting fluid systems.

CWC Experience:

e Previous appearance in 2007, where they finished 2nd.
e European tournament regulars.
Conclusion:

Capable of taking 2nd spot and even troubling Bayern. If their attack clicks, they will go
deep.

3. Boca Juniors — Proud Club, Lacking Momentum
Why?
Recent Form & Struggles:

e Currently 3rd in Argentina but underwhelming recent continental results:
o 2025 Copa Libertadores: Out in 2nd qualifying round.
o 2024 Sudamericana: Out in R16 (lost on penalties).

o 2023 Libertadores: Finalist (lost to Fluminense in ET).
Shows regression year-on-year.

Squad Talent:

e Miguel Merentiel (6 goals), Giménez, Palacios, Cavani — solid but aging or
inconsistent.

e Attack lacks the firepower of Bayern or Benfica.

e Fewer assist contributors compared to others in the group.

Coach & Stability:

e High managerial turnover and tactical instability.



e Known for being physical and defensively compact but less dynamic in attack.

CWC Experience:

e 2nd place in 2007, no wins since.
e Storied club, but recent global performances have been limited.
Conclusion:

Proud team with historical weight, but currently in a transition phase. Could be edged out by
Benfica for 2nd.

4. Auckland City — Oceania Giant, Global Underdog
Why?
OFC Dominance:

e 13 OFC Champions League titles, including last 4 in a row.

e Utter dominance in Oceania with 7W—-1D—-4L in international matches.

Form & Limitations:

e Currently 2nd in the New Zealand National League, 22 points, +5 GD.
e Relatively weaker league and less intensity in domestic matches.

e Struggles against top-tier global teams; big quality gap.

Squad Depth:

e Lower market value, fewer international-level players.
e Top scorer Myer Bevan (4 goals); otherwise limited attacking threat.

e Only 5 different scorers, showing narrow output channel.

CWC Experience:

e Regulars in the tournament, but best finish: 3rd in 2014.



e Often eliminated in early rounds.

Conclusion:
Well-drilled and dominant regionally, but will struggle to compete physically or tactically with
European and South American powerhouses.

Projected Final Standings — Group C

Positio Team Reasoning Summary
n
1st Bayern Best squad in tournament, elite scorers, deep UCL runs,
Munich physical and tactical dominance.
2nd Benfica In-form, tactically fluent, elite attacking contributors, good

European experience.

3rd Boca Regressing form, inefficient attack, but will fight. Just short of
Juniors 2nd place quality.

4th Auckland Best in Oceania, but outmatched globally. Will put up resistance
City but unlikely to get results.

%4 Who Advances?

e Advance to Knockouts: Bayern Munich (1st), Benfica (2nd)

e Eliminated: Boca Juniors (3rd), Auckland City (4th)

GROUP D - Club World Cup 2025 Preview

1. Chelsea FC — Favorites to Top Group D



Why?

Squad Quality & Depth:

By far the most valuable squad in Group D (€922M). Star-studded attacking trio of Cole
Palmer (15 goals), Nicolas Jackson (10), and Noni Madueke (7) supported by playmakers
like Enzo Fernandez (7 assists) and Pedro Neto. A deep bench with international-caliber
options across all lines.

Form & Competition Level:

Finished 4th in the Premier League with a strong +21 goal differential (69 GF / 48 GA).
Capped the season by winning the 2025 UEFA Conference League, defeating Real Betis
4—1. Top-level experience and momentum on their side.

Coach & Tactics:

Progressive coaching setup with a high-possession, high-press system that suits their
young, technical core. Questions remain about consistency, but talent depth helps absorb
tactical variability.

CWC Experience:

Their second CWC appearance (1st place in 2021). Strong European pedigree, and now
holders of all five major UEFA trophies — a historic achievement that underscores their
continental weight.

Adaptability:
Well-rested coming off a finished Premier League season. Minimal travel issues. Squad
packed with players experienced in navigating congested European schedules.

Conclusion:
Group D’s most complete and balanced team — elite squad quality, recent continental
success, and individual match-winners. Clear favorites to finish top.

2. Flamengo — South American Giants with Grit
Why?

Recent Success:

Currently 2nd in 2025 Copa Libertadores. Strong performances in recent editions —
quarter-finalists in 2024, Round of 16 in 2023, and runners-up in 2019. Consistently one
of South America's top sides.

Squad & Form:

Market value of €219.15M. Key players include de Arrascaeta (8 goals, 3 assists), Pedro,
and winger Everton. Unbeaten in last six Libertadores matches. However, their domestic
league form is slightly uneven.



Experience:
This is Flamengo’s third CWC appearance. Finished 2nd in 2019 and 3rd in 2022. Deep
understanding of international knockout formats and high-pressure matches.

Coach:

Stable leadership with a coach who understands the South American football calendar and
has experience managing deep Libertadores campaigns. Tactical setup often relies on
compact midfield control and wide creativity.

Conclusion:

Battle-hardened squad with tournament know-how. May not match Chelsea’s talent depth,
but Flamengo are a dangerous, well-coached unit. Should edge others for the second
qualification spot.

3. Espérance de Tunis — Dominant in Africa, Underdogs Here
Why?

Continental Powerhouse:
North Africa’s most successful club in recent years. Reached CAF CL final in 2024 and
quarterfinals in 2025. Currently 1st in Tunisia’s Ligue Professionnelle.

Squad Highlights:

Led by Youcef Belaili (9 goals, 6 assists), Yan Sasse (10 goals), and a core of productive
midfielders and full-backs. Market value of €19.85M — low compared to European and
South American clubs, but a well-drilled unit.

Form:
Strong league form (66 points, +35 GD). However, fixtures could pile up given their
domestic and continental obligations leading into the CWC.

CWC History:
Third appearance (2011, 2018, 2019). Best finish: 5th. Have struggled historically against
clubs from Europe or Brazil, though physicality and tempo are usually competitive.

Conclusion:

Efficient and confident within Africa but will likely find it difficult to cope with the pace,
structure, and talent of Chelsea or Flamengo. Can trouble teams in transition but not
expected to advance.

4. Los Angeles FC (LAFC) — In Transition

Why?



Star Power, But Fading Form:

Key names like Denis Bouanga (7 goals), Jeremy Ebobisse, and Mark Delgado form the
attacking spine. Yet, they sit 15th in the MLS, showing clear form issues despite a decent
goal tally (27 GF / 22 GA).

Squad Depth & Experience:

Market value at €54.2M. Several experienced internationals, but overall squad lacks elite
exposure. Past glories include winning the 2022 MLS Cup, but their 2025 CCL run ended at
the quarterfinals.

Coach:
Unstable managerial situation and recent form issues suggest tactical inconsistency. Likely
to rely on individual brilliance rather than team structure.

CWC History:
Second appearance. Were runners-up in the 2023 CCL but failed to qualify in 2024.
Unlikely to challenge consistently at CWC level with current squad dynamics.

Conclusion:
Capable of flashes of attacking brilliance, especially in open games. But defensively
vulnerable and tactically disjointed. Depth and cohesion not at the level needed to advance.

Group D

Position | Team | Reasoning Summary

1st | Chelsea FC — Best squad, recent European trophy, elite individual talent

2nd | Flamengo — Strong Libertadores form, experienced spine, tournament pedigree
3rd | Espérance de Tunis — Compact and technical but lacks depth to match top two
4th | LAFC — Out of form and tactically unsettled, limited depth vs top competition

Who Advances?

{74 Advance to Knockouts: Chelsea (1st), Flamengo (2nd)
X Eliminated: Espérance de Tunis (3rd), LAFC (4th)

Summary by Key Categories
Club Performance & Form

e Top: Chelsea and Flamengo — European title & Libertadores challenge



e Mid: Espérance — strong in Africa, not yet proven globally

e [ower: LAFC — domestic form in free fall

CWC Experience

e Highest: Flamengo (2x previous CWC, finalists in 2019)
e Experienced: Chelsea and Espérance

e Limited: LAFC

Squad Quality & Depth

e Best: Chelsea (€922M) — elite talent at every level
e Next: Flamengo — solid top XI, but depth a question

e [ower: Espérance and LAFC — lower market values, less international exposure

Star Power

e Top: Cole Palmer (Chelsea), de Arrascaeta (Flamengo), Belaili (Espérance),
Bouanga (LAFC)

e Collective Play: Chelsea shares goals and assists widely

Coaching & Tactics

e Most Stable: Flamengo
e FEvolving: Chelsea, Espérance

e Questionable: LAFC

Travel / Schedule Impact

e Best Positioned: Chelsea — no ongoing domestic schedule
e Moderate Impact: Flamengo & Espérance — still in domestic or continental action

e High Impact: LAFC — mid-MLS season plus heavy travel across continents



GROUP E - Club World Cup 2025 Preview

1. Inter Milan — Likely Group Winner
Why?

Squad Quality & Depth:

Inter boast a powerhouse squad with a market value exceeding €650M. Key figures include
Lautaro Martinez (12 goals, 5 assists), Marcus Thuram (14 goals, 7 assists), Nicold Barella,
Calhanoglu, Dimarco, and Sommer in goal. Depth and quality across all lines.

Form & Competition Level:

Champions League finalists in 2025, narrowly losing to PSG. Finished 2nd in Serie A with
81 points, +44 GD, and 79 goals scored. Highly competitive and consistent against Europe’s
elite.

Coach & Tactics:

Simone Inzaghi has refined Inter’s fluid 3-5-2 and 3-4-3 systems. They’re one of the
best-coached teams tactically, with controlled pressing, vertical progression, and strong
set-piece routines.

CWC Experience:
First CWC appearance, but no lack of big-match experience. Multiple UCL knockout runs in
recent years, including a final in 2023 and semifinal in 2024.

Adaptability:
Deep squad, mature tactical identity, and no heavy domestic congestion make Inter
well-suited for the format.

Conclusion: A well-rounded, elite European side with the tactical maturity and experience to
dominate Group E.

2. Monterrey — Strong Contender for 2nd
Why?

Recent Success:

Consistently among the best in North America. Semifinalists in the 2024 CONCACAF
Champions Cup and narrowly exited in the 2025 quarters. History of strong international
showings.

Squad & Depth:
Led by Sergio Canales (8 goals, 2 assists), German Berterame, Jordi Cortizo, and Lucas
Ocampos. Market value around €80M. Strong bench depth and veteran presence.



Form & Defense:
In good form with 9 wins in their last 17 matches, 26 goals scored and 19 conceded. Known
for compact defensive shape and sharp counters.

Experience:
This will be their 4th CWC appearance. Prior knockout-stage experience gives them a
mental edge in high-pressure games.

Coach:
Fernando Ortiz emphasizes tactical discipline, with a pragmatic, balanced approach. Solid
in both transitions and pressing phases.

Conclusion: A tight, experienced squad that can grind out results. Should edge out others
for 2nd behind Inter.

3. River Plate — Dark Horse
Why?

Continental Success:
Copa Libertadores semifinalists in 2023, 2024, and 2025. Always in the mix in South
America, though haven'’t returned to the final since 2018.

Squad Quality:
Talented group: Borja (5 goals), Colidio (4), Claudio Echeverri (rising star), Montiel (3
assists), and veteran De La Cruz. However, squad lacks depth beyond the starting XI.

Form & League Context:
Strong recent form but dealing with heavy match load in both domestic league and Copa.
Travel and fatigue may catch up.

Coach:
Martin Demichelis brings structure, but his side occasionally falters under pressure in
knockout stages.

CWC History:
2018 finalists but no CWC appearances since. Experience is dated compared to Monterrey.

Conclusion: Dangerous on their day, but inconsistency and travel challenges may leave
them just short of progressing.

4. Urawa Red Diamonds — Competitive, But Underdog

Why?



Recent Success:
Won the 2022 AFC Champions League and finished runners-up in 2024. One of Asia’s
most decorated clubs with 3 ACL titles. Known for big-tournament grit.

Squad Quality:

Modest market value (~€21M), but well-drilled team. Key players include Alex Schalk, José
Kanté (6 goals in ACL), Hiroki Sakai, and Yoshio Koizumi. Not star-laden, but cohesive and
tactically disciplined.

Form & League Context:
Currently mid-table in the J1 League. Inconsistent league form — 6W, 3D, 5L — and
scoring issues persist.

Coach:
Maciej Skorza (Polish tactician) brings a structured 4-2-3-1 or 4-4-2 setup. Focuses on
zonal defense and fast counters. Limited top-tier international experience, however.

CWC History:
3rd appearance (2007, 2022). Reached semifinals before. Familiar with high-level
continental competition, but yet to prove themselves against Europe or South America.

Conclusion: Organized and mentally tough, but limited attacking firepower and squad depth
put them at a disadvantage. Could spring a surprise, but more likely finishes bottom.

Projected Final Standings — Group E

Positio Team Reasoning Summary

n
1st Inter Milan Elite squad, Champions League finalists, tactical clarity
2nd Monterrey International pedigree, disciplined style, deep squad
3rd River Plate Talented but thin, facing fatigue and travel issues
4th Urawa Red Well-drilled and spirited, but outmatched technically

Diamonds




Who Advances?

74 Advance to Knockouts: Inter Milan (1st), Monterrey (2nd)
> Eliminated: River Plate (3rd), Urawa Red Diamonds (4th)

Summary by Key Categories
Club Performance & Form

e Top: Inter Milan — Serie A runners-up, UCL finalists
e Solid: Monterrey — consistent in Liga MX and continental play

e Fluctuating: River Plate and Urawa both juggling domestic and international fatigue

CWC Experience

e Most: Monterrey (4 appearances), Urawa (3)
e Newcomer: Inter (though strong UCL history)

e Past Finalist: River (2018), but gap since then

Squad Quality & Depth

e Elite: Inter Milan — depth and stars across all areas
e Strong: Monterrey — balanced squad with veterans and creative midfield
e Patchy: River Plate — top-end talent, but gaps beyond starters

e Modest: Urawa — cohesive, but less raw quality

Star Power

e Top-End: Lautaro, Thuram, Calhanoglu (Inter)
e Proven: Canales, Berterame (Monterrey), Borja & Echeverri (River)

e Underrated: Kanté, Sakai (Urawa)

Coaching



e Most Tactical Clarity: Inter (Inzaghi)
e Pragmatic: Monterrey (Ortiz)

e Developing: River (Demichelis), Urawa (Skorza)

Travel / Schedule Considerations

e Advantage: Inter — fresh, minimal league conflict
e Moderate Load: Monterrey and Urawa

e Heavy Fatigue Risk: River Plate, due to Copa and domestic overlap

GROUP F — Club World Cup 2025 Preview

Fluminense — South American Grit
Why?

Continental Pedigree:

Winners of the 2023 Copa Libertadores and runners-up in the 2023 Club World Cup,
Fluminense remain a battle-tested tournament side, even while navigating the 2025 Copa
Sudamericana group stage.

Balanced Squad & Defensive Solidity:

With only 2 goals conceded in their last 5, Fluminense boast the second-best recent
defensive record in the group. Midfield metronome Martinelli and dynamic wingers Arias and
Canobbio provide both control and width. German Cano remains a clutch presence.

Experienced Coach:
Their manager has over 2 years at the helm and is one of the most decorated in South
America — 1x Libertadores, 2x Copa do Brasil, 5x Campeonato Gaucho.

Key Concern:
Squad depth could be tested by fixture congestion — they play 3 domestic matches
between May 30 and June 2, just before the group opener vs Dortmund.

™ Borussia Dortmund — Europe’s Dark Horse

Why?



Elite Attacking Core:

No team in Group F scored more in 2025 (71 goals). Guirassy leads the line with 21,
backed by explosive wingers Beier, Gittens, and Adeyemi. Midfield creator Julian Brandt and
veteran Pascal Grol3 combined for 20 assists.

Continental Credentials:

Dortmund are fresh off a UCL quarter-final exit (5—3 agg. loss to Barcelona), a year after
finishing runners-up to Real Madrid. Their continental consistency gives them an edge over
AFC and CAF opponents.

Squad Depth & Youth:
14 internationals and the youngest average squad age in the group (25.4). Their bench is
deep enough to rotate effectively.

Key Concern:
Defensive leakiness — 51 goals conceded in 34 matches — the highest in Group F. Can
they tighten up in a tournament setting?

. Ulsan HD — Asia’s Tactical Puzzle
Why?

Steady Progression:
Back-to-back qualifications for the AFC Champions League Elite show this is a club trending
upward. They finished 3rd in K League 1 and conceded just 16 goals in 18 matches.

Target Man Threat:
Erick Farias (8 goals) gives them a direct option up front, supported by creative mids like
Bojanic and Seung-beom Ko.

Tactically Disciplined:
Coach has led teams across Asia since the 2000s, winning in Hong Kong and Korea. Ulsan
rarely over-commit and remain compact.

Key Concern:
Goal output is modest (22 in 18 games), and they are the least valuable squad in the group
at €16.3M.

P= Mamelodi Sundowns - Africa’s Silent Juggernaut
Why?

Outstanding Form:
With a staggering 24W-1D-3L record in 2025 and just 13 goals conceded, Sundowns are
statistically the hottest team in Group F. Their +52 goal difference is unmatched in this group.



Star-Studded Attack:
Four players with 6+ goals. Lucas Ribeiro (16G, 9A) and Igraam Rayners (14G, 9A) form a
lethal duo up front, supported by Allende and Matthews.

Recent CAF Success:
Finalists in 2025 (2nd leg vs Pyramids FC scheduled June 1), and semifinalists in both 2023
& 2024. They’ve been knocking on the continental door.

Key Concern:
Squad value is low relative to Dortmund and Fluminense (€35.25M), and they face two
heavyweights in the final group matches — a brutal run-in.

{4 Ranking: Most Likely to Reach Knockouts

1. Borussia Dortmund — Most firepower, best depth, and strong recent UCL
showings.

2. Fluminense — Defensively tight and tournament-savvy; depth is the concern.

3. Mamelodi Sundowns — Red-hot form and great chemistry, but untested vs
European/South American giants.

4. Ulsan HD - Disciplined and organized, but lacking the attacking output and
top-level experience to match others.

GROUP G

1. Manchester City

. Lock for Knockouts

Why?

Formidable Form: 21W-8D-9L in 38 matches is the best win ratio of the group.

Attack & Depth: 72 goals scored (most in the group), with Haaland, Foden, Savinho,
De Bruyne and a total market value of €1.31B.

CWC Pedigree: 2023 champions with a perfect 2W-0L-0D record and 7-0 goal
difference.

Tactical Edge: Pep Guardiola’s peerless trophy cabinet dwarfs the rest—world-class
tactical nous, big game experience, and proven success at this level.

Int’l Quality: 21 internationals with a squad rating of 7.13.



e Fixture Order: Opens vs Wydad, ends vs Juventus—gives margin for early
dominance and final rotation.

=] Verdict: Most complete team in the group by a wide margin. Anything short of topping
the group would be a shock.

2. Juventus

v/ Favorable for Knockouts
Why?

e Resurgence & Consistency: UCL return after ban, and a strong domestic campaign
(4th in Serie A, 70 pts, +23 GD).

e Talent Base: Viahovi¢, Kolo Muani, Thuram, Yildiz—all hitting decent goal and assist
numbers.

e Stingy Defense: Only 35 GA across 38 matches.
e Int’l Quality: 20 internationals; second only to City.

e Experienced Squad: Rating of 6.98 is the lowest here, but that reflects a gritty,
pragmatic team that can grind out results.

e Coaching Unknown: Coach record relatively thin compared to City’s, but far ahead
of Al Ain’s.

e Scheduling Boost: Faces Al Ain first (easier opener), then Wydad before showdown
with City.

_| Verdict: Narrow second over Al Ain. Not explosive, but solid, tournament-savvy, and
unlikely to be upset if they handle Wydad.

3. Al Ain FC

£2 Knockout Outsider, Upset Potential
Why?

e Momentum from 2024 ACL Title: Recently continental champions (6—3 win over
Yokohama), showing they can turn it on in tournaments.



Strong Frontline: Kodjo Laba (20 goals), Rahimi (11), Kaku (9 assists) — top-tier
attacking output.

Efficient Scoring: 56 GF / 32 GA across 26 games—highest goal difference per
match played.

Underrated Depth: 12 international players and a €38.99M valuation—not elite, but
not irrelevant either.

Coach Inexperience: Just 0.1 years in charge—lowest in the group.

Tough Schedule: Opens vs Juventus, then faces City before what could be a
do-or-die vs Wydad.

] Verdict: Dangerous and in-form, but squad depth and coaching inexperience likely hold
them back. Group of death realities hurt their odds.

4. Wydad AC

v Long Shot

Why?

Least Potent Attack: Only 45 goals in 30 matches; top scorer Rayhi has 11, and
then steep drop-off.

Continental Form Wobbly: 2023 CAF finalists, but only group stage in 2024; 2025
progress unknown.

Lowest Squad Value: Just €15.96M, and lowest-rated squad (Sofascore unknown
but presumably <7.00).

Light Coaching Resume: Coach newly installed, limited elite-level success.

Fixture Order Tough: Opens vs City, then Juventus—could be 0 pts before last
match.

Lacks European-Level Resistance: Hasn't played against elite clubs recently;
major adjustment curve.

=] Verdict: Compact and occasionally hard to break, but too many weapons on other
squads. Any points would be hard-earned.




fii]l Final Group G Knockout Likelihood Ranking:

1. Manchester City
2. Juventus

3. Al Ain FC v (just behind Juve; potential spoiler)

s

Wydad AC X

GROUP H - Club World Cup 2025 Preview

1. Real Madrid — Likely Group Winner
Why?

Squad Quality & Depth:

By far the highest market value in the group (€1.27bn). Features elite talent across the
board: Mbappé (31 goals), Vinicius Jr., Bellingham, and Rodrygo form a frightening attack.
17 international players, all experienced in top-level European football.

Form & Competition Level:

2nd in La Liga with 84 points and +40 GD. Scored 78 goals in 38 matches. Entered this
tournament after winning the 2024 UEFA Champions League — the highest pedigree in the
group.

Coach & Tactics:
Brand-new head coach, but inherits a world-class squad used to success and capable of
maintaining high-level tactical standards.

CWC Experience:

6 Club World Cup appearances. Five-time winners (2014, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2022). 15
matches played with 13 wins and +28 goal difference. No other team in this group has
comparable CWC pedigree.

Adaptability:
European competition-hardened squad. Fixtures are close, but rotation depth and
experience should carry them through with minimal fatigue.

Conclusion: Heavyweights of the group and tournament. Only scenario where they don’t
finish top is an absolute collapse.

2. Al Hilal — Strong Contender for 2nd



Why?

Recent Success:

AFC Champions League contenders: reached semifinals in 2023, quarterfinals in 2024, and
already into the Round of 16 in 2025. Currently 2nd in the Saudi Pro League with 75 points
and a +54 goal difference.

Squad & Depth:
Strong market value (€153.28M), 10 international players. Dangerous frontline: Mitrovi¢ (19
goals), Marcos Leonardo (17), and Salem Al-Dawsari (15) offer serious goal threat.

Form & Momentum:
Last 34 matches: 23W-6D-5L, 95 goals scored. Among the most prolific teams at this
CWC.

Coach:
New appointment (0.02 years), but brings regional success including Saudi Pro League title
and AFC Champions League experience. Quick results suggest smooth tactical transition.

CWC History:
4 appearances, best finish: 3rd in 2019. Reasonably familiar with this level, though still
chasing a breakthrough.

Conclusion: Most likely to claim 2nd spot — strong goal-scoring form, decent experience,
and enough quality to overcome Pachuca and Salzburg.

3. Red Bull Salzburg — Dark Horse
Why?

Youthful Talent:

Europe’s youngest squad (average age 23), yet filled with dynamic attackers: Dorgeles
Nene (13 goals), Oscar Gloukh (10 goals, 5 assists), and high assist providers like Ratkov
and Terzic.

Form & League:

Solid domestic season: 2nd in Austrian Bundesliga with 38 points and +17 GD. Record over
last 32 matches: 16W-9D-7L. Often punch above weight in Europe despite lower-tier
league.

Squad Depth:
Market value of €150.5M, with 23 international players — second highest in the group.
Squad is well scouted and regularly competes in UEFA tournaments.

Coach:
Short tenure (0.4 years), but plenty of continental coaching experience (Europa, Conference
Leagues, Austrian league & cup wins). Good fit for Salzburg's system-driven style.



CWC Experience:
First Club World Cup appearance. No historical reference point — will rely on youth and
energy to disrupt more seasoned teams.

Conclusion: A potential banana skin for Al Hilal. If they click early and avoid fatigue, they
could make a push for 2nd, but inexperience may hold them back.

4. Pachuca — Gritty, but Overmatched
Why?

Recent Continental Success:
2024 CONCACAF Champions Cup winners, beating Columbus Crew 3-0 in the final. But
currently 16th in Liga MX Apertura (13 points, -9 GD) — a big fall from grace.

Squad Form:
Very poor recent record: just 3 wins in last 17 matches. Only 20 goals scored during that
span, with Rondén leading on just 5 goals.

Squad Value & Depth:
Lowest market value in the group (€53.15M). Only 8 international players, and few standout
names aside from Rondoén and Idrissi.

Coach:
Experienced (3.5 years) with multiple honors across Latin America — CONCACAF and
domestic titles. Knows how to set up a cup team, but lacks firepower.

CWC Experience:
4 appearances. Best finish: 3rd in 2017. However, squad quality now significantly weaker
than back then.

Conclusion: Will battle hard but unlikely to keep up. May get a result vs Salzburg, but
appears the most outgunned team in Group H.

Projected Final Standings — Group H

Positio Team Reasoning Summary
n

1st Real World-class talent, historic CWC dominance, depth to manage
Madrid fixtures



2nd Al Hilal Prolific attackers, strong form, AFC experience, squad balance

3rd RB Youthful energy, good form, but inexperienced at CWC level
Salzburg
4th Pachuca Poor form, lowest squad value, few consistent attacking options

%4 Who Advances?

e Advance to Knockouts: Real Madrid (1st), Al Hilal (2nd)

e X Eliminated: Red Bull Salzburg (3rd), Pachuca (4th)

Summary by Key Categories
Club Performance & Form

e Top: Real Madrid (84 points), Al Hilal (75 points)
e Mid: Salzburg — solid Austrian form

e Lower: Pachuca — struggling domestically

CWC Experience

e Highest: Real Madrid (6 appearances, 5 titles)
e Mid: Al Hilal and Pachuca (4 appearances each)

e Newcomer: Red Bull Salzburg

Squad Quality & Depth

e Best: Real Madrid (€1.27bn, multiple world-class players)

e Next: Al Hilal and Salzburg (both around €150M)



e Lowest: Pachuca (€53.15M)

Star Power

e Top: Mbappé, Vinicius, Bellingham (Real Madrid)
e Next: Mitrovi¢, Leonardo, Al-Dawsari (Al Hilal)
e Young Stars: Nene, Gloukh (RB Salzburg)

e Fading Impact: Rondén, Idrissi (Pachuca)

Coaching

e Most Experienced: Pachuca
e Effective Tacticians: Salzburg and Al Hilal, despite shorter tenures

e New Start: Real Madrid

Travel / Schedule Considerations

e Real Madrid & Al Hilal: Group favorites, both face 3 tightly scheduled matches
e Salzburg: Friendly and travel-heavy month may affect sharpness

e Pachuca: Will face both top sides after weakest recent form

ROUND OF 16

Round of 16 Prediction — June 28: FC Porto vs Atlético
Madrid

&5 Match Context

e Venue: Philadelphia

e Match: Winner Group A (FC Porto) vs Runner-up Group B (Atlético Madrid)



e Both teams enter in strong domestic form with tight, high-quality squads.

), Comparative Breakdown

Category

Recent Form (Last
10)

Goals For/
Against

Squad Market
Value (€)

Avg. Sofascore
Rating

International
Players

Avg. Squad Age

Top Scorer

Top Assist
Provider

Coach Experience

FC Porto

22W-5D-7L (34 games)

65 GF / 30 GA (GD +35)

€312.7M

6.99

14

25.4 (younger, more dynamic)

Samu Aghehowa (19)

Francisco Moura (9)

0.33 yrs (accomplished in

South America)

Atlético Madrid

22W-10D-6L (38 games)

68 GF / 30 GA (GD +38)

€515.8M

6.97

16

29.5 (more experienced, but older

legs)

Sarloth (20), Alvarez (17)

Griezmann (7)

13.5 yrs (Diego Simeone — elite
European résumé)



Continental Consistent UCL Round of 16 Recent UCL QFs and R16s; deep

Pedigree appearances experience
Fixture Moderate (balanced group Similar congestion; both finish
Congestion scheduling) group by June 23

% Tactical Considerations

e FC Porto Strengths:
o Youthful energy and balance across the pitch
o Goals spread across multiple players
o Strong flanks and full-backs creating width and assists
o Dynamic midfield, press-resistant, technically gifted
e Atlético Madrid Strengths:
o Lethal front-line with depth (Serloth, Alvarez, Griezmann)
o Tactical discipline under Simeone — low blocks and transitions
o Experienced spine and depth in every line
o Strong knockout pedigree; thrives in narrow, tense games
e Key Matchup:

o Porto’s quick, progressive midfield (Mora, Gonzalez) vs Atlético’s compact
4-4-2

o Serloth & Alvarez's movement against Porto’s center-backs

o Moura and Fernandes overlapping runs vs Atlético’s cautious full-backs

“2 Intangibles & Edge



Factor Edge

Coaching Atlético Madrid (Simeone)
Experience

Squad Depth Atlético Madrid

Current Form Even

Attacking Variability  Atlético Madrid

Youth & Dynamism FC Porto

Tournament Grit Atlético Madrid

Tactical Flexibility FC Porto

@ Prediction: Atlético Madrid to Advance

Scoreline Projection:
Atlético Madrid 2 — 1 FC Porto (after extra time)

Why?

e While FC Porto has impressed with structure and collective effort, Atlético’s elite
finishing duo (Serloth + Alvarez) and world-class coach give them an edge in
tournament-style, high-pressure knockout matches.

e Porto’s youth may shine early, but Simeone’s system often grinds down even
technically superior opponents. Expect a gritty, physical match with a late winner from
the Spanish side.

Advancing to QF: [/ Atlético Madrid
Eliminated: ){ FC Porto



Round of 16 Prediction — June 28: Bayern Munich vs

Flamengo

&5 Match Context

e Venue: Charlotte

e Match: Winner Group C (Bayern Munich) vs Runner-up Group D (Flamengo)

e A European powerhouse against a historic South American club with
continental pedigree but stark squad disparity.

©, Comparative Breakdown

Category

Recent Form

Goals For/
Against

Domestic League
Finish

CWC History

Market Value (€)

International
Players

Bayern Munich

25W-7D-2L (34 matches)

72 GF / 43 GA (GD +29)

1st in Bundesliga (ongoing —
82 pts)

2-time winner (2013, 2020) -
8:0 goal record

€859M

15

Flamengo

3W-2D-1L (6 matches)

6 GF / 3 GA (GD +3)

2nd in Copa Libertadores group
(ongoing)

2 appearances, best finish: 2nd
(2019)

€219.15M



Average Squad 27.9 (prime, balanced) 271

Age

Avg. Sofascore 7.23 (elite performance) 7.05 (solid)

Rating

Top Scorer Harry Kane — 26 goals De Arrascaeta — 8 goals

Top Assists Michael Olise — 18 assists De Arrascaeta, Michael — 3 assists
each

Coach Experience 1 year; Bundesliga winner 0.2 yrs; mostly youth experience

Fixture Balanced schedule through High (Brazilian league + CWC

Congestion June 24 group match June 25)

% Tactical Considerations

e Bayern Munich Strengths:
o Relentless attacking structure with Kane, Musiala, Sané, and Olise
o Deep, high-quality midfield led by Kimmich and Goretzka
o Olise’s creativity and elite distribution from wide areas
o Heavy tournament experience and mentality
e Flamengo Strengths:
o De Arrascaeta is the creative hub; highly technical playmaker
o Compact defensive shape, strong set pieces

o Well-organized midfield led by Gerson and Pulgar



o Passion and unpredictability of South American sides

o Key Matchups:

o Bayern’s wide overloads (Sané-Olise) vs Flamengo’s full-backs

o Physical battle: Goretzka vs Pulgar

o Kane vs Flamengo’s center-back pairing (likely less pace and aerially

vulnerable)

“2 Intangibles & Edge

Factor

Coaching Experience

Squad Depth

Momentum

Top-End Talent

Tournament Grit

Goal Threat Distribution

Set-Piece Defense

Edge

Bayern Munich

Bayern Munich

Bayern Munich

Bayern Munich

Even (Flamengo more used to knockout
chaos)

Bayern Munich

Flamengo

@ Prediction: Bayern Munich to Advance



Scoreline Projection:
Bayern Munich 3 — 0 Flamengo

Why?

e Flamengo’s fight and discipline might keep things tight early, but Bayern’s layered
attacking power and tactical maturity should break through.

e The gulf in squad depth, experience at this level, and coaching sharpness is
substantial.

e Flamengo is unlikely to maintain control in midfield against Bayern’s tempo and
pressing.

Advancing to QF: [74 Bayern Munich
Eliminated: ){ Flamengo

Round of 16 Prediction — June 30: Inter Milan vs
Fluminense

&5 Match Context
e Venue: Charlotte
e Match: Winner Group E (Inter Milan) vs Runner-up Group F (Fluminense)
e A matchup between European pedigree and South American grit—Inter returns

to the CWC after 15 years, while Fluminense tries to replicate their 2023 final
run.

C,, Comparative Breakdown

Category Inter Milan Fluminense

Recent Form 24W-9D-5L (17 matches) 3W-1D-1L (5 matches)



Goals For/
Against

Domestic League
Finish

CWC History

Market Value (€)

International
Players

Average Squad
Age

Avg. Sofascore
Rating

Top Scorer

Top Assists

Coach
Experience

Fixture
Congestion

79 GF / 35 GA (GD +44)

2nd in 2025 Serie A (81 pts)

1 appearance, champions in
2010

€663.8M

18

29.6 (veteran-heavy)

7.05

Marcus Thuram — 14 goals

Dimarco — 9 assists

3.9 years, Serie A & Coppa ltalia
winner, UCL finalist

Medium — Last match June 26 vs
River Plate

9 GF /2 GA (GD +7)

2nd in 2025 Sudamericana
group (ongoing)

1 appearance, runner-up in 2023

€73.1M

28.1

7.07

Kevin Serna — 2 goals

Jhon Arias — 3 assists

2.4 years, Copa Libertadores &
Recopa winner

High — Last match June 25 vs
Mamelodi Sundowns




% Tactical Considerations

Inter Milan Strengths:
o Twin striker setup with Thuram and Lautaro offers mobility and finishing
o Dynamic wing-backs (Dimarco & Dumfries) fuel wide attacks
o Deep midfield creativity from Calhanoglu and Barella
o Physically robust, aerially strong on set-pieces
o Veteran squad with high-pressure European experience
Fluminense Strengths:
o Compact, organized side that’s difficult to break down
o Arias and Canobbio provide quick transitions from wide areas
o Cano, though less prolific this year, remains a big-match threat
o History of punching above weight in high-stakes games
Key Matchups:
o Lautaro vs Fluminense’s central defense — movement vs discipline
o Dimarco vs Arias — both playmakers from wide channels

o Midfield tempo: Calhanoglu/Barella vs Martinelli/André

“2 Intangibles & Edge

Factor Edge

Coaching Experience Inter Milan

Squad Depth Inter Milan



Match Fitness / Rest Slight Inter advantage

Big-Match Pedigree Inter Milan

Tournament Mentality Even — Fluminense strong in knockout

games
Finishing Threat Inter Milan
Set-Piece Execution Inter Milan

& Prediction: Inter Milan to Advance

Scoreline Projection:
Inter Milan 2 — 1 Fluminense

Why?

e Fluminense’s defensive shape and tactical discipline can frustrate teams, and they
won'’t collapse. But Inter's superior quality and attacking variety—especially from the
wings and midfield—uwill find the breakthrough.

e Inter’s veteran core has deep UCL and Serie A experience, while Fluminense’s
scoring drop-off in 2025 makes them unlikely to capitalize even if chances come.

Advancing to QF: [/ Inter Milan
Eliminated: ) Fluminense

Round of 16 Prediction — June 30 — Orlando - Round of 16 -
Manchester City vs Al-Hilal

7 FIFA Club World Cup 2025 — Knockout Stage

Manchester City (England | UEFA)



Group G Winner
Recent Form (W-D-L): 21W — 8D — 9L (38 matches)
Goals (GF/IGA): 72/ 44
Sofascore Rating: 7.13
Domestic League (2025): 3rd in Premier League (ongoing)
UCL 2025: Eliminated in Round of 16 (vs Real Madrid)
CWC History: 1 appearance — ¥ Champions (2023)
CWC Record: 2P -2W -0D-0L-7 GF/0GA/+7 GD
Squad Value: €1.31 billion
Avg Age: 26.9 | Intl. Players: 21
Top Scorers (2025):

o Erling Haaland — 22

o Marmoush & Foden — 7 each
Top Assists:

o Savinho — 10, De Bruyne & Gundogan — 7
Coach: 9 years at helm

o 3x UCL Winner | 4x CWC Winner | 6x EPL Champion

Al-Hilal (Saudi Arabia | AFC)

Group H Runner-up
Recent Form (W-D-L): 23W — 6D — 5L (34 matches)
Goals (GF/GA): 95/ 41

Sofascore Rating: 7.19



e Domestic League (2025): 2nd in Saudi Pro League (finished)
e AFC Champions League 2025: Ongoing (Round of 16)
e CWC History: No previous appearances
e Squad Value: €153.28 million
e Avg Age: 28.3 | Intl. Players: 10
e Top Scorers (2025):
o Mitrovi¢ — 19, Marcos Leonardo — 17, Al-Dawsari — 15
e Top Assists:
o Al-Dawsari — 15, Malcom — 10, Neves — 8
e Coach: 0.02 years (recent hire)

o 1x Saudi Champion (2023-24)

€, Tactical & Statistical Preview

Category Manchester City Al-Hilal
Market Value €1.31 billion €153.28 million
Avg Squad Age  26.9 28.3
Sofascore Rating 7.13 7.19
Top Scorer Haaland (22) Mitrovi¢ (19)

Top Assist Savinho (10) Al-Dawsari (15)



CWC Experience Y 2023 Champion 1] Debut Appearance

Coach Stability 9 years (Pep) New coach (under 1 month)

“2 Key Insights

City's firepower is undeniable with Haaland, Foden, and De Bruyne providing elite
attacking synergy.

Al-Hilal's strength lies in their highly productive front trio, especially Al-Dawsari and
Mitrovié.
Tactical edge and continuity are with City: Pep Guardiola’s 9 years of elite success

vs Al-Hilal's newly appointed coach.

Despite Al-Hilal’s strong form, their lack of CWC experience and recent coaching
transition may be critical disadvantages.

Squad depth is overwhelmingly in City's favor, especially in midfield control and
pressing structures.

@ Prediction

Manchester City are overwhelming favorites. However, Al-Hilal's form and offensive threat
shouldn't be dismissed. Expect City to dominate possession, but Al-Hilal will seek transition
opportunities via Al-Dawsari and Mitrovié.

Projected Scoreline:
Manchester City 3—1 Al-Hilal

Round of 16 Prediction — June 29 — Atlanta - PSG vs Palmeiras

&

Winner Group B: Paris Saint-Germain (PSG)
Runner-up Group A: Palmeiras



@ Paris Saint-Germain (France — Europe)

) Group B Winner

Average Sofascore Rating: 7.21

Domestic League: 1st in 2025 Ligue 1 (ongoing)
Market Value: €923.5M

International Players: 15

Average Squad Age: 23.6

/] Form & Performance

Last 10 Matches: 26W — 6D — 2L (34 matches total)
Goals Scored / Conceded: 92 GF / 35 GA
Points / Goal Difference: 84 pts, +57 GD
Continental Form (Last 3 Seasons):

o 2025 UCL: Finalist vs Inter Milan (May 31)

o 2024 UCL: Semifinal exit vs Dortmund

o 2023 UCL: Round of 16 exit vs Bayern
CWC Experience:

o Appearances: 1 (2015-16)

o Best Finish: Winner (2015-16)

Top Players (2025)

Top Scorers:
o Ousmane Dembélé — 21
o Bradley Barcola — 14
o Gongalo Ramos — 10
Top Assists:

o Barcola - 11



o Dembélé -8

o Doué, Hakimi, Jodo Neves — 8 each

“2 Coach

e Tenure: 1.9 years

e Major Achievements:
o 1x Champions League winner
o 2x Ligue 1 champion
o 1x FIFA Club World Cup winner

o Extensive experience across top leagues and international tournaments

“| Fixture Congestion

e May 31: UCL Final vs Inter
e June 15: vs Atlético Madrid
e June 20: vs Botafogo

e June 23: vs Seattle Sounders

) Palmeiras (Brazil — South America)

¢» Group A Runner-up

Average Sofascore Rating: 6.93

Domestic League: 1st in 2025 Brasileirdo (ongoing)
Market Value: €238.75M

International Players: 8

Average Squad Age: 26

7] Form & Performance

e Last 10 Matches: 7W — 1D — 1L (9 matches total)

e Goals Scored / Conceded: 11 GF / 4 GA



e Points / Goal Difference: 15 pts+, +7 GD
e Continental Form (Last 3 Seasons):
o 2025 Libertadores: Round of 16 (ongoing)
o 2024: Round of 16 exit
o 2023: Semifinalist
e CWC Experience:
o Appearances: 2 (2020, 2021)
o Best Finish: 2nd (2021)

o Overall Record: 4 matches —1W -1D-2L |3 GF -3 GA

Top Players (2025)

e Top Scorers:
o Facundo Torres — 2
o Joaquin Piquerez — 2
o José Manuel Lopez — 2
o Vitor Roque — 2
e Top Assists:
o Estévéo-3

o Richard Rios — 2

2 Coach

e Tenure: 5 years
e Major Achievements:
o 2x Copa Libertadores winner

o 2x Brasileirao champion



o 1x Copa do Brasil, 1x Recopa, 3x Paulista

| Fixture Congestion
e May 29: vs Sporting Cristal (Libertadores)
e June 2: vs Cruzeiro
e June 16: vs FC Porto
e June 19: vs Al Ahly

e June 24: vs Inter Miami

Match Outlook:

This match pits youthful brilliance and European elite depth (PSG) against South
American resilience and cohesion (Palmeiras). While PSG boasts a higher market value,
more attacking firepower, and top-tier European form, Palmeiras’ Libertadores pedigree and
recent domestic consistency can't be overlooked.

Key Factors:

e PSG'’s fitness post-UCL Final (just 4 weeks before)
e Palmeiras’ midfield stability and emerging talents like Estévao

e Match tempo: Palmeiras may attempt to slow PSG’s transition speed

Prediction Lean: PSG slightly favored — but expect a tactically tight battle.

Round of 16 Prediction — Match Prediction: Chelsea FC vs Benfica
— June 29, 2025 (Miami Gardens) &

] Predicted Winner: Chelsea FC
"4 Why Chelsea Are Likely to Win:

e Superior Squad Value & Depth: €922M vs €362.5M reflects a deeper, more
versatile bench and higher overall talent ceiling.



e Defensive Solidity: Chelsea have conceded just 0.55 goals per match, compared
to 0.82 for Benfica — a strong indication of defensive control.

e European Momentum: Winning the 2025 UEFA Conference League shows
Chelsea’s ability to navigate knockout tournaments. Benfica, by contrast, exited both
UCL and UEL in early rounds.

o Key Performers Peaking: Cole Palmer’s dual-threat as top scorer and assist leader
(15 goals, 9 assists) is complemented by other in-form attackers like Jackson and
Madueke.

e Group Stage Dominance: Chelsea’s 7.23 Sofascore rating in the CWC group
stage was significantly stronger than Benfica’s 7.10, suggesting sharper recent form.

I. What Benfica Could Capitalize On:

e More Lethal Attack: Benfica scored 84 goals in 34 games (2.47 per match), vs
Chelsea’s 1.82 per match — their front line is potent, especially through Pavlidis and
Akturkoglu.

e Coach Continuity: Benfica’s coach has been in charge longer and has past
domestic success, while Chelsea’s coach is newer and untested at the CWC level.

e Less Fatigue Risk: While both have similar fixture congestion, Chelsea’s CWC
group included Flamengo and Esperance — likely a more taxing path than Benfica’s.

> Final Score Prediction:
Chelsea 2—-1 Benfica

e Chelsea’s tactical maturity and defensive strength will likely edge them through, but
Benfica’s front line may still break through at least once.

e Expect Chelsea to control possession and tempo, using wide overloads through
Palmer, Neto, and Madueke.

Round of 16 Prediction — Matchup: Borussia Dortmund vs
Monterrey <

® July 1 - Atlanta | Winner Group F vs Runner-up Group E




/" Prediction: Borussia Dortmund to Win

| Reasoning and Match Analysis

Why Borussia Dortmund Have the Edge:

Higher Competitive Level: Dortmund compete in the Bundesliga and regularly in
the UEFA Champions League — they’ve made the UCL quarter-finals or better in
2 of the last 3 seasons. Monterrey, while strong regionally, were eliminated in the
Round of 16 in CONCACAF.

Squad Quality: Dortmund’s squad is worth €436.4M, vastly outweighing Monterrey’s
€69M. This gulf translates directly to talent depth, pace, and tactical versatility.

Top Form Striker: Serhou Guirassy (21 goals) gives Dortmund a physical and
clinical edge Monterrey may struggle to contain, especially given their aging
defensive line.

More Dynamic Attack: Dortmund have scored 71 goals in 34 matches
(2.09/game) — over 30% more than Monterrey’s 26 in 17 (1.53/game).

Fixture Rhythm Advantage: Dortmund play their group matches at more favorable
intervals with better rest days, and all at earlier kickoff times. Monterrey face
consecutive 3:00 AM matches which may affect recovery and consistency.

I\, What Monterrey Could Exploit:

Experienced Coach with Big-Match Pedigree: Monterrey’s coach has won
multiple Champions Leagues and FIFA Club World Cups, which could give them
a psychological edge and tactical setup for a one-off knockout upset.

Club World Cup Experience: Monterrey have been to five CWCs, reaching the
podium twice (3rd place), and know how to play in these international tournament
atmospheres.

Dortmund’s Defensive Wobble: 51 goals conceded in 34 games (1.5/game) is high
for a top European side. If Monterrey press effectively and Canales finds space, they
can capitalize on lapses.

> Final Score Prediction:

Borussia Dortmund 3—1 Monterrey



Expect Guirassy to find the net. Dortmund's pace and final-third movement will likely
overwhelm Monterrey’s slower backline, despite Monterrey’s well-drilled midfield.

Monterrey can score — especially on set pieces or through quick transitional play —
but Dortmund's superior firepower and continental experience should see them
through comfortably.

< Round of 16 Prediction - Matchup: Real Madrid vs

Juventus

® July 1 — Miami Gardens | Winner Group H vs Runner-up Group G

V Prediction: Real Madrid to Win

il Reasoning and Match Analysis

& Why Real Madrid Are Strong Favorites:

Elite Form and Firepower: Madrid have 78 goals in 38 matches (2.05/game) and a
staggering +40 goal difference. They’re firing on all cylinders, spearheaded by
Kylian Mbappé (31 goals), with major support from Vinicius Jr. and Bellingham.

Champions DNA: Real Madrid are 5-time FIFA Club World Cup champions and
reigning UEFA Champions League winners (2024). No team in history is more
clutch in knockout tournaments.

Squad Depth & Value: Market value of €1.27 billion dwarfs Juventus' €623.2M.
Madrid's bench alone would rival most starting Xls in the tournament.

Higher Sofascore Rating: An average of 7.18 vs. Juventus’ 6.98 reflects consistent
high-level individual performances across all lines.

Juventus’ Limited European Impact: Juventus were banned for two seasons
(2023-24) and were eliminated early in 2025 UCL (playoff round vs. PSV). That's a
massive gap in elite-level experience and sharpness.

I\, What Juventus Could Bring to the Table:



Physical Frontline: Viahovi¢ and Kolo Muani offer physicality and aerial threat,
especially against Real’s backline in rotation.

Underdog Mentality: Having already navigated a tough group (Wydad, Al-Ain, and
Man City), Juventus could ride that momentum. If they get an early goal and set up
defensively, it could become tense.

Coach Has Nothing to Lose: Juventus' coach lacks Real’s pressure, which
sometimes leads to braver tactical setups. However, the flip side is the gulf in
experience — particularly at this level.

#2 Final Score Prediction:

Real Madrid 3—1 Juventus

Mbappé will be the difference-maker. Juventus can’t match his pace, nor Madrid’s
off-the-ball movement.

Expect Juventus to give a solid fight, especially in the first 45 minutes. But Real’s
control, firepower, and relentless wing play should break them down in the second
half.

~/ Projected Goal Scorers:

Real Madrid: Mbappé (x2), Bellingham

Juventus: Vlahovi¢ (header or set piece)

QUARTERFINALS

Match 1: Atlético Madrid vs Bayern Munich{#

“ July 4 — Philadelphia
¥ Quarterfinal — FIFA Club World Cup 2025

{74 Prediction: Bayern Munich to Win

“2 Match Analysis



@ Bayern Munich — Favorites to Advance

Key Strengths:

Elite Form & Balance: 25W—-7D-2L in just 34 matches is world-class. Bayern are
averaging 2.12 goals per game, and have a +67 goal difference — nearly double
Atlético’s.

Harry Kane Effect: 26 goals and 10 assists in the season. When he's fit and fed by
creators like Olise (18 assists) and Musiala, Bayern are a multidimensional threat.

Depth & Versatility: Bayern's depth across midfield and attack is unmatched. Even
rotational players like Gnabry or Sané can change games.

Manager is Green but Successful: Despite being relatively new, the coach already
won the Bundesliga and has navigated Bayern to late stages in the UCL and now the
CWC.

Higher Sofascore Rating: Bayern (7.23) are tactically sharper and more consistent
than Atlético (6.97), with more impactful individual performances.

0 Atlético Madrid — Formidable, But Limited

Strengths:

Experienced Manager: Diego Simeone brings over a decade of big-game
experience. He knows how to frustrate top sides and turn matches into wars of
attrition.

Lethal Duo: Sarloth (20 goals) and Julian Alvarez (17) can punch above their weight,
especially in transition. If Bayern overcommit, Atleti can strike.

Solid Defensive Record: 30 goals conceded in 38 games is elite — only 0.79 per
match. Expect a deep block and low-tempo setup.

Weaknesses:

Aging Core: Average squad age of 29.5; not ideal against Bayern’s pressing and
explosive wingers.

Limited Creative Output: Their leading assist provider has just 7. Compare that to
Bayern's Olise with 18 — a huge creative gap.



e Continental Inconsistency: UCL exits in R16 and QF over the past 3 seasons show
they fall short when pressed by elite European sides — and Bayern are just that.

~/ Head-to-Head Match Style:

e Expect Atleti to sit deep with a compact 5-3-2/4-4-2 mid-block.

e Bayern will dominate possession, using Kane to link and Olise/Musiala to drag
defenders wide.

e The first goal will be crucial — if Atleti score early, they could drag it into extra time or
pens. But if Bayern go ahead, Atleti will struggle to chase.

7] Score Prediction:
Bayern Munich 2-1 Atlético Madrid
e Goals:
o Bayern: Kane, Musiala
o Atleti: Alvarez
e Possession: Bayern 60-65%

e Chances: Bayern to dominate shots and xG

“ Verdict:

Simeone’s side will make Bayern work for it, but the German champions' attacking depth,
form, and midfield dominance will eventually prevail.

Match 2: Inter Milan vs Manchester City &%

7 July 4 — Orlando
7 Quarterfinal — FIFA Club World Cup 2025

{74 Prediction: Manchester City to Win




2 Match Analysis

@ Manchester City — Favorites with Proven Pedigree

Key Strengths:

Unmatched Squad Value & Depth: At €1.31B market value and 21 international
players, City field the deepest squad in world football. No other team matches their
talent pool.

Haaland Factor: 22 goals despite squad rotation. He’s the most dangerous finisher
in the tournament.

Midfield Control: With De Bruyne, Gindogan, Matheus Nunes and Foden
orchestrating play, City can dominate the tempo against Inter’s slower midfield.

Elite Manager: Guardiola’s resume speaks for itself — 3x Champions League
winner, 4x Club World Cup winner, and still tactically ahead of his peers.

Momentum: Despite a 3rd-place domestic finish, their CWC form and tactical
flexibility are clicking. Savinho (10 assists) and Doku are giving them verticality they
lacked last season.

Average Sofascore Rating: A solid 7.13, showing strong performances across the
board.

@ Inter Milan — Quality, But Underdog

Strengths:

Recent UCL Finalist: They beat Barcelona and nearly beat PSG (lost narrowly in
the final). That confidence and pedigree matter.

Lethal Front Pair: Lautaro and Thuram have a combined 26 goals, and Thuram
adds 7 assists. They can strike on the break if City over-commit.

Defensive Structure: Inter’s 3-5-2 can suffocate the central areas, forcing City wide
— where they’ll rely on Doku and Savinho to break lines.

Experienced Squad & Coach: With a nearly 30-year average squad age and a
trophy-laden coach, Inter bring a “been-there-before” stability.

Weaknesses:



e Aging Core: At 29.6 average squad age, they’re slower, less agile, and will struggle
to track City’s interchanges and pressing.

e Post-UCL Hangover?: Just 4 days rest after a taxing run to the UCL Final (loss vs
PSG on May 31) could hit hard by July 4, especially with a congested CWC group
stage.

e Defensive Leaks: 35 goals conceded shows they’re not impenetrable — and City
will exploit that.

7] Tactical Head-to-Head:

Tactic Inter Man City
Shape 3-5-2 4-2-3-1 / 3-2-4-1 hybrid
Possession Slow buildup, wingbacks High possession, overloads
Style
Pressing Medium block High press
Danger Men Thuram, Lautaro, Calhanoglu Haaland, Foden, De Bruyne,
Savinho
Key Weakness  Defensive pace Vulnerable to low blocks, set pieces

7] Score Prediction:
Manchester City 3—1 Inter Milan

e Goals:
o City: Haaland, Foden, Doku
o Inter: Lautaro (consolation)
e Possession: Man City 64%

e xG: City ~2.2, Inter ~0.8

) Verdict:

Inter are experienced, physical, and recently battle-tested. But City are younger, deeper,
and tactically superior. Expect Guardiola’s machine to control the tempo and eventually
wear Inter down with pace, width, and surgical attacking phases.



(74 Quarterfinal 2 Winner: Manchester City

Let me know when you're ready for Quarterfinal 3: Chelsea vs Real Madrid — that one
might be the tightest call of all.

Match 3 Prediction: July 5 — Atlanta - Paris Saint-Germain

vs Chelsea

Predicted Score: Paris Saint-Germain 2 — 2 Chelsea (PSG wins 5-4 on penalties)
(After Extra Time: 2—2, PSG advances on penalties)

] Match Snapshot:
Category

Last 10 (W-D-L)

Goals Scored /
Conceded

Avg. Sofascore Rating
Market Value (€)

Avg. Age

Top Scorer (2025)

Top Assist (2025)

Paris Saint-Germain
26W-6D-2L (34 matches)

92 GF /35 GA

7.21
923.5M

23.6

Dembélé (21G)

Barcola (11A)

Chelsea
20W-9D-9L (38 matches)

69 GF /21 GA

7.23

922M

23.8

Palmer (15G)

Palmer (9A)

C,, Tactical & Contextual Analysis:

Paris Saint-Germain:

e Strengths: Lethal wide play from Dembélé and Barcola; highly productive attacking
fullbacks (Hakimi, 8 assists); squad filled with momentum after a UCL Final win over

Inter.

e Weaknesses: Defense occasionally vulnerable in transitions; no prior Club World
Cup experience could be relevant in pressure moments.



e Key Insight: They’re riding a wave of form, and boast players with big-match
pedigree. Their recent Champions League triumph adds belief and cohesion.

Chelsea:

e Strengths: Defensively compact (only 21 goals conceded); Cole Palmer's creative
influence is enormous (15G, 9A); very young and dynamic squad.

e Weaknesses: Inexperience under pressure; lowest Club World Cup win rate among
European giants.

e Key Insight: While their UEFA Conference League win shows continental potential,
Chelsea has been inconsistent and may struggle with PSG’s intensity and pace down
the flanks.

% Key Matchups:

e Palmer vs Jodo Neves — Palmer will need to outfox PSG's defensive midfield screen
to create.

e Barcola vs Gusto — PSG’s left winger will test Chelsea’s right-back area all night.

e Hakimi vs Madueke/Sancho — A high-stakes flank battle that may dictate
transitions.

“ Intangibles & Edge:

e Penalty Nerve: Chelsea has historically been strong in shootouts (e.g., 2021 UCL),
but PSG’s recent Champions League win over Inter came with high-pressure
knockout success.

e Experience Gap: PSG’s squad is stacked with players used to deep tournament
runs; Chelsea's manager is in his first major international tournament.

#% Summary:

This match feels more evenly poised than the others—both teams have speed, youth, and
strong tactical organization. Chelsea may surprise early, especially with Palmer's form, but
PSG’s experience and firepower will eventually balance the ledger.



Expect a thrilling 2—2 draw by full time with PSG prevailing in a penalty shootout due to their
depth, form, and composure.

Match Prediction 4: July 5 — East Rutherford - Borussia
Dortmund vs Real Madrid

Predicted Score: Borussia Dortmund 1 — 3 Real Madrid

] Match Snapshot:

Category Borussia Dortmund Real Madrid

Last 10 (W-D-L) 17W-6D—-11L (34 matches) 26W-6D—6L (38 matches)

Goals Scored / 71 GF /51 GA 78 GF / 38 GA

Conceded

Avg. Sofascore Rating 6.97 7.18

Market Value (€) €436.4M €1.27B

Avg. Squad Age 254 27.2

Top Scorer (2025) Guirassy — 21G Mbappé — 31G

Top Assist (2025) Brandt/Grol3 — 10A Vinicius — 10A

CWC Experience None 6 appearances, 5-time
winners

C,, Tactical & Contextual Analysis:
Real Madrid:

e Strengths: Galactic firepower (Mbappé, Vini Jr, Bellingham); vast experience in
pressure situations; almost unbeatable Club World Cup record (13W-2D-0L in 15
matches).

e Weaknesses: Defensive lapses in high-tempo matches; first-time coach may be a
factor—but experience on the field compensates.

o Key Insight: Madrid are made for tournaments. With proven title-winning DNA, and
players peaking at the right time (Mbappé on 31 goals!), they’re one of the strongest



sides remaining.

Borussia Dortmund:

Strengths: Guirassy is prolific (21 goals), strong creative support from Brandt and
Grof3; squad has good blend of youth and maturity.

Weaknesses: Defensive fragility (51 goals conceded); Sofascore average under 7.0
indicates inconsistency; coaching inexperience (0.3 years in charge).

Key Insight: While they can punch above their weight—as shown in their 2024 UCL
run—they are overmatched here in both talent and depth.

% Key Matchups:

Guirassy vs Militao/Riidiger — Dortmund’s best hope lies in Guirassy pinning
Madrid’s CBs and winning duels.

Mbappé vs Schlotterbeck — Expect Madrid to hammer the left side; Mbappé’s pace
could be a nightmare.

Midfield Battle: Gro3 and Brandt vs Bellingham and Valverde — high-energy but
Real has more physicality and control here.

“2 Intangibles & Edge:

Experience Gap: Real Madrid are historically dominant in this competition;
Dortmund is new to it entirely.

Depth & Star Power: Madrid has multiple match-winners. Dortmund is more
collective, and that may not be enough.

Coaching Contrast: Even with Real Madrid’s coach lacking formal experience, their
squad leadership (Modri¢, Carvajal, Nacho) acts as a tactical stabilizer.

# Summary:



Dortmund has quality, particularly in Guirassy and their creative midfield, but this is a steep
climb. Madrid has momentum, pedigree, and an edge in virtually every
department—especially in finishing and big-game temperament.

Dortmund may keep it interesting early, but Real’s power and ruthlessness in the second half
will settle it.

Predicted Scoreline:
M Borussia Dortmund 1 — 3 ZZ Real Madrid
Scorers: Guirassy | Mbappé (2), Bellingham

SEMIFINALS

7" Club World Cup Semifinal Prediction

Match 1: Bayern Munich vs Manchester City — July 8, East
Rutherford

Predicted Score: Bayern Munich 2 — 2 Manchester City (Bayern win on penalties)

| Head-to-Head Breakdown:

Category Bayern Munich Manchester City
Last 10 (W-D-L) 25W-7D-2L (34 matches) 21W-8D-9L (38 matches)
Goals For / Against 72 GF /43 GA 72 GF / 44 GA
Avg. Sofascore 7.23 713
Rating
Market Value (€) €859M €1.31B
Top Scorer (2025) Harry Kane — 26 goals Haaland — 22 goals

Top Assist Provider Michael Olise — 18 assists Savinho — 10 assists
CWC Record 4W-0D-0L 2W-0D-0L

Best CWC Finish 1st (2013, 2020) 1st (2023)

©, Tactical Insight:



@ Bayern Munich

e Strengths: Red-hot form, balanced goal threats (Kane, Olise, Musiala, Sané), strong
fullbacks and a clinical striker in Kane. Olise is emerging as one of the elite creators
in the tournament.

e Weaknesses: Less tested coach under pressure; a marginally leaky defense (43
GA) can be exposed by fluid attacking systems.

e Key Factor: Bayern’s positional play and wing combinations (Sané—Kimmich /
Olise—Davies) could exploit City’s fullbacks.

Manchester City

e Strengths: Tactical supremacy via Guardiola, elite experience, and a compact,
high-pressing game. De Bruyne, Haaland, and Foden can all decide matches
individually.

e Weaknesses: Slightly lower form (9 losses); potential over-reliance on Haaland to
finish moves. Fixtures + fatigue might add up.

e Key Factor: Control of midfield tempo—if City wins the middle third, Bayern will
struggle to link Kane and Olise effectively.

=] Key Matchups:

e Kane vs Dias/Gvardiol — Kane’s hold-up play vs City’s aggressive defenders will
define Bayern’s transitions.

e De Bruyne vs Kimmich — Whoever dominates here dictates rhythm and creativity.

e Olise vs Ake — Olise’s elite crossing and dribbling could be a decisive advantage.

@ Prediction Logic:

e Form Edge: Bayern is slightly more in rhythm and more prolific recently.

e Coaching Edge: City has a significant advantage here with Guardiola, one of the
most decorated managers ever.

e Experience/Big-Game Nerves: Bayern is loaded with players who've played
semis/finals in UCL, same as City—but the managerial gap might be partially offset



by Bayern’s in-form core and superior squad balance.

“2 Mental/Intangible Edge:

e City has trauma vs Bayern-type sides: Low-block counters and clinical finishers
like Kane have hurt them historically.

e Bayern's motivation: Coming off narrow UCL eliminations (vs Inter, Madrid), this is
their chance to grab international silverware.

e Penalty Advantage: With Neuer (or Ulreich) and experienced takers (Kane, Musiala,
Gnabry), Bayern are better suited for a shootout.

#% Final Call:

This has all the makings of a classic semifinal: tactical chess, elite scorers, and razor-thin
margins. Expect a high-quality 2—2 draw over 90 minutes, possibly cagey in extra time, and

Bayern Munich to edge it on penalties thanks to a more balanced squad and superior
spot-kick pedigree.

@ Predicted Score:

Bayern Munich 2 — 2 Manchester City (Bayern win 5—4 on penalties)
Goals: Kane, Musiala | Haaland, De Bruyne
Man of the Match: Michael Olise

Match 2: Paris Saint-Germain vs Real Madrid — July 9, East
Rutherford

Predicted Score: PSG 3 — 1 Real Madrid

;] Head-to-Head Breakdown:

Category Paris Saint-Germain Real Madrid

Last 10 (W-D-L) 26W-6D-2L (34 matches) 26W-6D-6L (38 matches)



Goals For / Against 92 GF /35 GA 78 GF / 38 GA

Avg. Sofascore 7.21 7.18

Rating

Market Value (€) €923.5M €1.27B

Top Scorer (2025) Dembélé — 21 goals Mbappé — 31 goals
Top Assist Provider Barcola — 11 assists Vini Jr. — 10 assists
CWC Record Newcomer 13W-2D-0L (6 titles)

©, Tactical Insight:
@ Paris Saint-Germain

e Strengths: Youthful, dynamic squad with absurd speed on the wings (Dembélé,
Barcola, Hakimi). Record-breaking form, confidence peaking after 5-0 UCL final
demolition of Inter.

e Weaknesses: No CWC experience; young squad may face mental test in
high-pressure knockout situations.

e Key Factor: High pressing, vertical attacking transitions, and width will be key to
destabilizing Madrid’s slower defensive transitions.
Real Madrid

e Strengths: Elite knockout pedigree, deep squad with decisive players in Mbappé,
Bellingham, Vini Jr. and Rodrygo. Historically the kings of CWC.

e Weaknesses: No manager officially in charge—that’'s massive at this stage.
Several veterans (Modri¢, Kroos) in decline or rotated.

e Key Factor: Mbappé's impact versus PSG's defense — can he punish his old club?
If not, Madrid could get outpaced in wide areas.

=] Key Matchups:

e Dembélé vs Fran Garcia / Mendy — Dembélé is in Ballon d’Or-contender form; he
can shred Madrid’s left side.



e Hakimi vs Vinicius Jr. — Two of the fastest players alive; this will determine Madrid's
left wing efficacy.

e Barcola vs Carvajal — The rising PSG winger could have a field day against
Madrid’s aging right-back.

I\ Intangible Factors:

e Momentum Edge: PSG just obliterated Inter 5-0 in the Champions League Final,
likely the most dominant final performance in modern history. They are riding a
confidence wave.

e Mental Edge: Real Madrid lives for this competition and has never lost a Club World
Cup game. However, no manager and possible post-season fatigue may weigh
heavy.

e Squad Depth Edge: PSG has a shockingly deep, energetic, and healthy squad —
average age 23.6 vs Madrid’s 27.2. Youth legs in July heat matter.

“2 Prediction Logic:

PSG are fast, fearless, and in the form of their club’s history. Real Madrid have more muscle
memory and knockout genes, but PSG's pace, form, and sharp tactical setup give them a
clear edge. While Mbappé will make noise against his old club, it won’t be enough to stop a
rampaging PSG attack.

#% Final Call:

Paris Saint-Germain 3 — 1 Real Madrid

Goals: Dembélé, Barcola, Gongalo Ramos | Mbappé

Man of the Match: Ousmane Dembélé

Stat to Watch: PSG to have 20+ shots, 55%+ possession, 10+ take-ons completed.

{74 This sets up a Club World Cup Final:
Bayern Munich vs Paris Saint-Germain — a mega-clash between Europe’s two most
in-form clubs in 2025.



FINAL

2025 FIFA Club World Cup Final Prediction

9 July 13 - East Rutherford, USA
&5 Final Matchup: Bayern Munich ™ vs Paris Saint-Germain 1 I

“2 Analytical Breakdown

Category Bayern Munich Paris Saint-Germain
Last 10 Match Form 25W-7D-2L (72 GF /43 GA) 26W-6D-2L (92 GF / 35 GA)

Goal Difference (All +67 +57
comps)

Average Sofascore 7.23 (highest in tournament) 7.21
Rating

Domestic Finish 2025 Bundesliga Champion 2025 Ligue 1 Champion

Recent Major Bundesliga Winner UEFA Champions League (5-0

Trophy win vs Inter)

Top Scorer Harry Kane — 26 goals Ousmane Dembélé — 21 goals

Top Creator Michael Olise — 18 assists Bradley Barcola — 11 assists

Squad Age 27.9 (veteran experience) 23.6 (youthful energy)

Coach Experience 1 year, Bundesliga Elite: CHL, LalLiga, Ligue 1, WC,
champion Euro, CWC winner

Fixture Congestion Yes — 3 tough matches incl.  Yes, but momentum from 5-0
Fatigue? Boca & Benfica Inter win (CHL Final)

C,, Key Tactical Edge

e PSG’s Form & Momentum: Just crushed Inter Milan 5-0 in the Champions League
final — the most dominant performance ever in a UCL final. Dembélé, Barcola, and
Ramos are in sensational form, feeding off creative fullbacks like Hakimi.



e Bayern's Depth & Press: Bayern's squad, bolstered by Kane, Musiala, and Olise, is
efficient and dangerous. But their 43 goals conceded is concerning — PSG’s
high-pace wingers will find space.

e Coaching Gap: PSG’s coach brings years of top-tier European silverware
experience. Bayern’s head coach is promising but only just completed his first
top-flight title.

;] Simulation Outlook

e Possession: 52% PSG / 48% Bayern
e Shots on Target: 7 PSG / 5 Bayern

e XG Prediction: PSG 2.1 — Bayern 1.3

#% Final Prediction:
I § Paris Saint-Germain 3 — 1 Bayern Munich ==

e Goals:
o PSG: Dembélé (& 18'), Ramos (& 42'), Doué (&% 78")

o Bayern: Kane (&% 56')

V" Paris Saint-Germain — 2025 FIFA Club World Cup Champions

e Their first-ever Club World Cup title.

e The culmination of a historic treble-winning season:
Ligue 1, Champions League, and now Club World Cup.

e Statement year for PSG’s new generation and their elite manager’s legacy.

*% Top 5 Dark Horse Candidates — FCWC 2025




1. Inter Milan 1 §

Group E | Dark Horse Ranking: (High Upset Potential)
& Why They Could Win:

e Just reached the 2025 UEFA Champions League Final, showing elite form at
continental level.

e Eliminated Bayern Munich in the quarterfinals — a massive tactical statement.

e Core of strong, experienced players (e.g., Barella, Lautaro Martinez, Bastoni) with a
deep tactical system under Simone Inzaghi or a similar progressive coach.

@ Why They’re Underdogs:

e Coming off a crushing 5—0 UCL Final loss to PSG, which could hurt confidence.

e Less star-studded than PSG/Real/City and face a tough bracket.

2. Chelsea FC #
Group D | Dark Horse Ranking: w
s& Why They Could Win:

e Vastly improved squad under a young dynamic coach, with strong league form.
e Talents like Enzo Fernandez, Nkunku, and Cole Palmer maturing rapidly.

e Easier group path with Flamengo, Espérance de Tunis, and LAFC — ideal to build
momentum.

e Minimal expectations = minimal pressure.

@ Why They're Underdogs:

e Inconsistent across 2023—-24; young squad can implode under pressure.

e No recent deep UCL runs (since 2021).




3. Palmeiras
Group A | Dark Horse Ranking: *
& Why They Could Win:

e South American clubs historically do well in the CWC (especially Brazilian teams).

e Copa Libertadores 2023/24 form has been elite; defense tight, midfield extremely
physical.

e Strong tactical continuity under Abel Ferreira, one of the best South American
managers.

e Can outlast tired European sides in late stages.

@ Why They're Underdogs:

e Market value and individual talent lower than top UEFA sides.

e Could struggle vs high-speed European wide play.

4. Benfica
Group C | Dark Horse Ranking: *
s& Why They Could Win:

e Tactical identity is strong: high press, ball retention, and attacking fluidity.
e Can control tempo against bigger clubs—and often thrives as the “second team.”
e Players like Jodao Neves and Anténio Silva are breakout stars.

e Already facing Bayern Munich in the group — a win there could flip the bracket.

@ Why They're Underdogs:

e Depth may not be enough to handle 4-5 intense matches in quick succession.

e Struggles in recent UCL knockouts.




5. Atlético Madrid ==
Group B | Dark Horse Ranking: 1 e

& Why They Could Win:

e Diego Simeone’s tournament-style pragmatism is ideal for knockout football.
e Tough to break down, emotionally durable team.

e Has the weapons for counterattacking kills: Griezmann, Morata, and Llorente.

@ Why They’re Underdogs:

e Attacking inconsistency vs elite defenses.

e Aging core; not in same form as Real Madrid or Barcelona.

Honorable Mentions:

e Fluminense &3 — A technically sharp Copa Libertadores side with cohesion, but less
squad depth.

e Borussia Dortmund ™8 — 2024 UCL Finalists, but post-Jude Bellingham era sees
form dip.

e LAFC £ - Has home-field advantage (MLS territory), high energy, and explosive
forwards.

e Red Bull Salzburg == — Great youth and system, but too light for top sides.

®* Summary Table

Rank Team Group Reason for Dark Horse Status
1 Inter Milan E UCL Finalists, tactically strong, beat Bayern
Chelsea FC D Young rising team, easy group, nothing to lose
3 Palmeiras A Top South American club, winning tradition,

well-coached



4 Benfica C High-tempo and structured, potential to shock Bayern

5 Atlético Madrid B Defensive mastery, tournament-tested manager
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