
Guide to Identifying and Healing Shame 
Sam's story highlights how many men are burdened by shame, preventing them from living their full 

potential. He now helps men heal and become a safe presence in their own lives and the lives of those 

they love. 

Identifying Shame 

Sam believes that shame can manifest in many different ways. Here are some signs to look out for: 

●​ Physical Symptoms: Pay attention to recurring unexplained aches, pains, or illnesses. These 

could be your body's way of expressing unaddressed emotional issues like shame. Chronic 

issues, particularly on one side of the body, might be related to unresolved issues with 

masculine or feminine energy. The left side of the body is associated with feminine energy, 

while the right side is associated with masculine energy. For example, if you have persistent 

pain in your right shoulder, this could suggest problems with expressing your masculine 

energy. 

●​ Repetitive Negative Patterns: Do you find yourself repeatedly engaging in self-destructive 

behaviors such as lying, cheating, or substance abuse? These behaviors could be attempts to 

get attention or validation and mask underlying shame. 

●​ People-Pleasing: Are you constantly seeking approval and validation from others? This can be 

a sign of trying to overcompensate for feeling unworthy or ashamed. You might also put others 

on a pedestal and view yourself as less than. 

●​ Fear of Vulnerability: Shame can make men afraid to open up, share their feelings, or appear 

weak. This fear can lead to isolation and difficulty forming meaningful connections. 

●​ Anger and Irritability: While not always apparent, anger can be caused by deeper emotions 

like shame, sadness, or fear. If you experience anger regularly, it’s important to explore the 

underlying feelings that are causing it. 

Healing Shame 

Sam's journey demonstrates that healing shame is possible. Here are some tools he used that can help 

you heal as well: 

●​ Acknowledge and Accept: The first step is recognizing and accepting that shame is present in 

your life. Avoiding or denying it will only make the cycle of shame continue. 



●​ Find Safe Spaces: Shame thrives in secrecy and isolation. Sharing your experiences and 

feelings in a safe, non-judgmental environment is crucial for healing. Here are a few places 

where you can find that safety: 

○​ Men’s Groups/Retreats: Surround yourself with men who understand and can relate 

to your struggles. This type of environment helps you feel seen, heard, and supported. 

○​ Therapy/Coaching: Working with a trained therapist or coach can provide guidance, 

support, and tools for processing and healing shame. They can help you understand 

the root causes of your shame and develop healthy coping mechanisms. 

●​ Inner Child Work: Explore your past to pinpoint when and how shame first developed in your 

life. This might involve revisiting challenging childhood experiences and offering love and 

compassion to your younger self who lived through them. 

●​ Forgiveness and Compassion: Practice forgiveness towards yourself for past actions and 

behaviors that were driven by shame. You were doing the best you could with the awareness 

and resources you had at the time. 

●​ Embodiment Practices: Engage in practices that ground you in your body and help release 

trapped emotions. A few examples of embodiment practices include: 

○​ Breathwork: Conscious breathing techniques can help calm your nervous system and 

process difficult emotions. 

○​ Movement/Exercise: Physical activity is a great way to relieve tension and connect 

with your physical self. 

○​ Psychedelic Therapy: Guided by a trained professional, psychedelics like Ayahuasca 

can help you experience deep emotional healing and gain insight into the root causes 

of your shame. Sam emphasizes the importance of preparation and integration when it 

comes to using psychedelics. It's not about simply taking the medicine but about 

doing the necessary work before and after to maximize its benefits. 

●​ Build a Tribe: Connect with other men on a similar journey of healing and growth. This will 

provide you with a sense of belonging and give you the support you need to overcome 

challenges. Remember, “lone wolves never make it”. 

Healing shame is a process, not a one-time event. There will be challenges along the way, but be 

patient and kind to yourself. Remember that you are worthy of love and belonging, and with 

dedication and effort, you can break free from shame and step into your true power. 
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