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“SERVE WITH HUMILITY, LEAD WITH DIVINITY!” 

International President AP Singh in his address at the International Convention, July 17, 2025  ​ 

                                                

Notes from the 16J District Governor: Reflections and Events 

Dear fellow Lions,​
​
It’s amazing that Giraffes, though they appear alike in their white or cream-like 

intersecting designs that surround their darker patches—are in fact each uniquely 

different, like human fingerprints. During the International Convention, a film was 

shown about a unique and special little girl having difficulty reading at school and 

studying at home. At a local Lions' vision screening session, a concern was 

discovered that led the girl's parents to take her to the Ophthalmologist, and soon 

afterwards to needed surgery; we see her recovering with a white patch over her 

left eye. At the end of the film, we see her again but as an adult doctor helping 

another unique little girl recovering from post-surgery ...wearing a similar white 

eye patch. How powerfully the video demonstrates the impact of Lions! We are 

uniquely true modern knights of those in need. Although each of us share the 



same mission and desire to serve—we each contribute within the family of Lions 

as talented and unique individuals in bringing light to so many areas of darkness; 

we bring hope where often it seems hopeless.  ​
​
Our newly installed 16 J Cabinet members are wonderfully gifted with uniqueness 

and are very talented leaders: Lion FVDG Subarna Sahni, SVDG Rey Fonseca, IPDG 

Rogel Bautista, DS Peter Twill, DT Tricia Nielsen, and Parliamentarian Enrique 

Maseda. The equally unique and committed GAT members are: PDG Dawn 

Kosobucki-GLT, PDG Varsha Naik-GST, PRC Rachna Sharma-GMT, and PCC Mahesh 

Chitnis-GET. We are here to share your Lion journey of service and growth in 

membership. In addition, our wonderful team of Region and Zone Chairs are also 

ready to support and encourage you in all your goals. Finally, we have our 

Committee Chairs that are working to promote meaningful service and 

experiences of Lionism. These wonderful Lions will be reaching out to you. The 

online Directory will be available soon for your reference to each. Know that I’m 

thinking of you and thanking you for what each of you uniquely does for Lionism!   

Keep Serving!     

Serving Together with Gratitude,  

John JD Schweska, DG  

 

Each of us is very unique but share one 
mission! 



 

SATURDAY AUGUST 16TH: Tickets: call 908-272-7955/50 Dollars-All proceeds to 

the Sunshine Kids. Dolan Theater, Morristown – 

Please attend, if at all possible, as all proceeds go to the Sunshine Kids that help 

youth with cancer—in assisting them to live as normally and joyfully as they can 

with sports, art, dance, nature trips and time for discovering supportive 

friendships! Children with cancer is one of our very special causes as Lions! 

 

 

 

7th USA/Canada Leo Leadership Forum: August 6-10, 2025 at  
Courtyard by Marriott, 4 Sebethe Drive, Cromwell, CT 06416  

AMAZING YOUTH AND DEVELOPING LEADERS—Let’s support and encourage our 

Leo Leaders who are a vital part of our great Lion Family!  



The Leo Leadership & Service Forum is a 3-day immersive experience designed for 

young leaders. Hosted by Leo Leadership of the United States and Canada 

Foundation Inc, this forum empowers Leos through leadership development, 

hands-on service, team-building, and community engagement. 

Key Learning Outcomes 

▪​ Understanding leadership styles and communication 

▪​ Planning and executing service projects 

▪​ Developing public speaking confidence 

▪​ Building lasting relationships through teamwork 

▪​ Gaining tools to continue growing as a Leo leader 

LEOS: PLEASE VISIT LINK BELOW FOR ALL DETAILS AND REGISTRSTION 

https://sites.google.com/leosleadership.org/leosleadership/home  

 

 

 

 



 

Leo-Lion Gianna Waranowicz and Leo Ishaan Tangirala:16J Leo Lion 
Liaisons—both spoke passionately about service and membership at our 
recent Reorganization Meeting on July 26th at the Hilton Garden Inn.  

      ​  

 

 

PLEASE JOIN US AT THE USA CANADA LION FORUM FOR A TERRIFIC 

UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCE OF LEARNING AND FELLOWSHIP—AND 

NEW JERSEYIS HOSTING THE EVENT THIS YEAR!! VOLUNTERS ARE 

NEEDED!    

BOARDWALK, BEACH AND LEADERSHIP! Harrah’s Resort! Sun, sand, 

towering resort hotels, the bustling Boardwalk, the awe-inspiring 



Atlantic Ocean -- this is one beach party you don’t want to miss. Lions 

will gather in Atlantic City, NJ, for the 49th USA/Canada Lions 

Leadership Forum from September 18-20, 2025.To sign up as a 

volunteer or for more information, you can visit  

atmrzip6104@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

A Million Dreams –a popular song from the Film, The Greatest 

Showman, —here is an extract of lyrics to keep us inspired to serve 

and make the world a better place for all! It’s time for us to dream big 

and keep dreaming to do good, to serve, to love, and to shine bright 

the torch of Lionism! 

Every night I lie in bed​
The brightest colors fill my head​
A million dreams are keeping me awake​
A million dreams, a million dreams​
I think of what the world could be​
A vision of the one I see​

mailto:atmrzip6104@yahoo.com


A million dreams is all it's gonna take​
A million dreams for the world we're gonna make! 

SelF-Care 

Lions are often “servant heroes”—but heroes have to take care of 
themselves, too! Breathe deep, find peace within the trees,​
Let sunlight warm you, carried on the breeze.​
Release your worries, let them softly fade,​
Nature's embrace, a gentle serenade.  

Take balanced time for you—so you’ll serve more freely and with joy. 

 

IT’S GREAT TO BE A HEALTHY LION FAMILY ALL IN ONE ACCORD AND FOR ONE 
PURPOSE.  SEE NEXT PAGES WITH FREE ONLINE SELF-CARE AND MENTAL HEALTH 
AUGUST WORKSHOPS.   



 



 



 



 

 

In July –I visited Camp Marcella with my certified therapy dog and “Trick Elite” 

Titled Standard Schnauzer; her name is Morrigan. She performed several tricks 

for the campers who have visual impairments or other disabilities—and then 

brought joy to each person as they pet her individually. Morrigan imbues a sense 

of valor! She has an amazing penchant for those in need of comfort—she also 

helps me in bringing Lionism to many I couldn’t reach on my own! We’re here to 

serve, DG John​
 

 



 



 


