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The Minhag of Kapparot:
Historical Meaning and Contemporary Relevance
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R' Sasna Gaon, Rosh Yeshiva of Sura (670)
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R. Yaakov ben Moshe Moelin of Mainz (1365-1427)
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Similarities to the “Scapegoat”
Vayikra, Chapter 15 T 2D NP

(7) And he shall take the twp goats, and set them before the LORD at >y >355 ONX THYT DY 30 NN Mo )
the door of the tent of meeting. e . ne : T

(8) And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats: one lot for the . . . :7;,7173 7 N
LORD, and the other lot for Azazel. Iy ]7-113 m]ﬁﬁ DYYwa W %y 1738 1091 (M)
(9) And Aaron shall present the goat upon which the lot fell for the DINTY? TR 27N PP
LORD, and offer him for a sin-offering. D937 1RV 7Y WR YET IR a8 29 (0)
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Azazel into the wilderness. TS i oo o o
(21) And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live FZ?N'1 175-7' ?T: 17° 20w DR TGN 7280 (ND)
goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel, D8I °12 MY 92 NR LY ITINT 0o ves
and all their transgressions, even all their sins; and he shall put them WRA 9y onR 10 anRen 227 a7 yws 99 nX)
upon.tl;ec:lead qf :het ﬁgoat,’ lz;nd shall send him away by the hand of an 17‘7,3;,{7.33 ny W’N 72'_?1 ﬂ‘?tm 7’3]2'75
appointed man into the wilderness. e T oy 0
(22) And the goat shall bear upon him all their sins to a land [ 5}5 anny b; Ny ”72? 7’5_7 L m;r;w (32)
which is cut off; and he shall let go the goat in the wilderness. 172723 PYRD NN 178 70
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Opposition to Kapparot
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Meaning of Kapparot

11. Ramban, Vayikra Chapter 1
But these words are mere expressions, healing casually a

severe wound and a great difficulty, and making "the Table
of the Eternal disgusting", [as if the offerings were intended
only] to remove false beliefs from the hearts of the fools of
the world, when Scripture says that they are "the food of the
offering made by fire, for a pleasing odor." Moreover, [if the
offerings were meant to eliminate] the foolish [ideas] of the
Egyptians, their disease would not be be cured. On the
contrary, it would increase the cause of sorrow, for since the
intention of the above-mentioned wicked ones was to
worship the constellations of the sheep and the ox, which
according to their opinion possess certain powers [over
human affairs], and which is why they abstain from eating
them in deference to their power and strength, then if these
species are slaughtered to the Revered Name, it is a mark of
respect and honor to [these constellations]. These
worshippers themselves were in the habit of so doing, as He
has said: "And they shall no more sacrifice their sacrifices
unto the satyrs," and those who made the [golden] calf
sacrificed to it. Now the Rambam mentions that the
idolators used to sacrifice to the moon on the days of
new-moon, and to the sun when it rose in a particular
constellation known to them from their books. The disease
of idolatry would surely have been far better cured if we
were to eat [these animal-deities] to our full, which would
be considered by them forbidden and repugnant, and
something they would never do.

Furthermore, when Noah came out of the ark with his three
sons, there were as yet no Chaldeans or Egyptians in the
world, yet he brought an offering, which was pleasing to
God, as concerning it Scripture says: "And the Eternal
smelled the pleasing odor"...Yet there was as yet not the
slightest trace at all of idol-worship in the world...The
Scriptural expression concerning the offerings is "My food
which is presented unto Me for offerings made by fire, for a
pleasing odor unto Me" (Bamidbar 28:2). Far be it that they
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should have no other purpose and intention except the
elimination of idolatrous opinions from the minds of fools.
It is far more fitting to accept the reason for the offerings
which scholars say, namely that since man's deeds are
accomplished through thought, speech and action, therefore
God commanded that when man sins and brings an offering,
he should lay his hands upon it in contrast to the deed
[committed]. He should confess his sins verbally in contrast
to his [evil] speech, and he should burn the inwards and the
kidneys [of the offering] in fire because they are the
instruments of thought and desire in the human being. He
should burn the legs [of the offering] since they correspond
to the hands and feet of a person, which is analogous to the
blood in his body. All these acts are performed in order that
when they are done, a person should realize that he has
sinned against his God with his body and his soul, and that
"his" blood should really be spilled and "his" body burned,
were it not for the loving-kindness of the Creator, Who took
from him a substitute and a ransom, namely this offering, so
that its blood should be in place of his blood, its life in place
of his life, and that the chief limbs of the offering should be
in place of the chief parts of his body.

The portions [given from the sin-offering to the priests], are
in order to support the teachers of the Torah, so that they
pray on his behalf. The reason for the Daily public Offering
is that it is impossible for the public [as a whole] to
continually avoid sin. Now these are words which are
worthy to be accepted, appealing to the heart as do words of
Agadah.
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R' Yaakov ben Yehuda Veil (15" century)
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