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​ ​ ​ ​ Research Project Narrative 

David Franklin Brock was born on July 22, 1931, on a farm near Cane Creek, in 

Spencer, Tennessee. On January 21, 1952, twenty year old Brock said goodbye to his girlfriend, 

Laura Mae Phillips, and took a Greyhound to the Induction Center in Nashville to report for the 

draft. He had been drafted to fight in the Korean War. After he was deemed fit to fight, he was 

sent to Fort Jackson, South Carolina, for a week to pick up clothes and uniforms, and then was 

finally sent to train at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri. He trained to be a combat engineer and 

demolitions specialist, where he learned how to set up and detonate bombs (the enemies’ 

bombs as well as their own), and how to build bridges. In the event that he needed to fight, he 

and all other combat engineers were trained as infantry soldiers. In summer of 1952, he 

boarded the General W.A.Mann, and after two weeks the 522 foot long vessel reached its 

destination in Yokohama, Japan. He and his fellow soldiers stayed there for a week and were 

shipped to Korea.  
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Brock and his company arrived in Pusan, South Korea, and were met with the aftermath 

of General MacArthur’s offensive on the North Koreans. Brock was assigned to the 2nd 

Engineer Combat Battalion, which primarily remained near the Iron Triangle and 38th Parallel; 

his service started in the Chorwon Valley. Here he installed overhead insulation for an 

orphanage built by the 2nd Division in Chongpyong-ni. In January of 1953, he was transferred to 

the Kumhwa region. In the spring of 1953, Brock spent a week in R&R [Rest and Relaxation] in 

Tokyo, Japan. When he arrived back, he learned that one of the two KATUSA [Korean 

Augmentation To the United States Army] soldiers in his squad was a North Korean spy and 

was poisoning their 25 gallon water tank. In the summer of 1953, he transferred to the Hook, the 

most dangerous place of his service.  

 

On July 27th of 1953, a ceasefire was called. Brock and his company went to Japan and 

boarded a ship headed for San Francisco, California. He was on active duty for five years. He 

reunited with his girlfriend, Laura Mae, and married her in 1954. They built their home  in 

Sparta, Tennessee, and had two twin daughters in 1964. Brock lived a quiet life after the war, by 

being a faithful member of his church and longtime employee of Mallory Controls. His time 

abroad can be closely observed from over 200 photos he took during his service. David Franklin 

Brock died on August 17, 2019.  
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Description 
Brock sporting casualwear while being photographed at Johnson Photography Studio in Sparta, 
Tennessee, in 1951 
 
Attribution 
Title Casual studio portrait of Brock before service 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0112 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library and Archives 
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Description 
Phillips poses with honeysuckle from Brock’s family farm before Brock’s deployment. This 
picture was taken in Van Buren County, Tennessee, in the spring of 1952.  
 
Attribution 
Title Brock’s girlfriend, Laura Mae Phillips, posing with wild honeysuckle 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0157 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library and Archives 
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Description 
Brock and Phillips posing for a picture while he is on a thirty-day leave after completing training. 
This picture was taken in Johnson Photography Studio in 1952.  
 
Attribution 
Title Studio photo of Brock with girlfriend before shipping out to Korea 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0087 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library and Archives 
 



7 

 
 
Description 
Brock standing at attention in his training base, Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri, in early 1952.  
 
 
 
Attribution 
Title Fort Leonard Wood training field pictured behind trainee David Franklin Brock 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0060 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library and Archives 
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Description 
Brock standing in front of his squad tent with his rocket launcher in the Chorwon Valley. There is 
a sign at his feet that reads “3rd SQD. 1st PLT.” This picture was taken in July, 1952  
 
 
Attribution 
Title Brock at Chorwon Valley squad tent with his rocket launcher 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0021 
Owning Institution Tennessee State and Library Archives 
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Description 
A young orphaned child walks in front of the 2nd Infantry Division Friendship Home in 
Chongpyong-ni. In front of the home, the emblem of the 2nd division is visible. On the right, 
a group of children are walking around with a jeep behind them. This was taken in 1952 
 
Attribution 
Title Korean orphan in front of 2nd Infantry Division Friendship Home 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0008 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library and Archives 



10 

 

 
 
Description 
Pictured here is the western front of the Kumhwa region, with Phillips having written “a Bad 
place Koera” [sic]. This was taken in the winter of 1953. 
 
 
Attribution 
Title Image of the western front of Korea labeled with comments from Brock’s girlfriend 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0034 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library and Archives 
 
 
 



11 

 
 
Description 
Brock sleeping while at the Civil Service Hotel in Tokyo for R&R. This hotel was staffed by 
Americans and was not in downtown Tokyo. This picture was taken in Spring of 1953 
 
 
Attribution 
Title Brock sleeps in Tokyo R&R hotel room 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0015 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library and Archives 
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Description 
Stationed in the Hook, Brock and a squad mate are planting either dynamite or C-3 into the 
earth to lay down roads, summer 1953. Brock is on the right side, with his squad mate on 
the left bowing down to work.  
 
Attribution 
Title Engineers laying explosive charges for road building 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0097 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library and Archives 
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Description 
Stationed in the Hook, Brock is carrying a guitar while sitting on the camp’s washstand, the 
hills and mountains displayed behind him. There were no showers in the Hook, they could 
only afford to shave or wash up. Summer 1953. 
 
 
Attribution 
Title Brock with guitar at Hook base camp 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0005 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library and Archives 
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Description 
Brock pictured outside his house in Sparta, Tennessee. This was taken in May of 1966, a 
month before his wife, Laura Mae, will give birth to his twin daughters. 
 
Attribution 
Title Brock pictured at postwar Sparta home 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0017 
Owning Institution Tennessee StateLibrary & Archives 
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Description 
Brock in the backyard of his home in Sparta, Tennessee, standing next to an American flag. 
This picture was taken in 2012. 
 
Attribution 
Title David Franklin Brock with American flag he loves and fought for 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0121 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library & Archives 
 
 
 
Courtesy Tennessee State Library & Archives 
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David Franklin’s obituary was used for reference in this project. It summarized his 
life, with details of participating in the war and the family he left behind. David 
Franklin Brock died on August 17, 2019.   

LLC, Thurman Funeral Home. “Obituary for David Franklin Brock.” Obituary for David 
Franklin Brock | Thurman Funeral Home LLC, CFS, 20 Aug. 2019, 
https://www.thurmanfuneral.com/obituary/David-Brock.  
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Description 
Page one of a twenty-six page long transcript. This interview was held over the phone and took 
a combined five hours to complete, done over the course of two days with David Franklin Brock. 
Brock’s answers are highlighted in bold. (Brock, 2011) 
 
Attribution 
Title Korean War Veteran David Franklin Brock Oral History Interview 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0121 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library & Archives 
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Description 
Page two of a twenty-six page long transcript. This interview was held over the phone and took 
a combined five hours to complete, done over the course of two days with David Franklin Brock. 
Brock’s answers are highlighted in bold. (Brock, 2011) 
 
Attribution 
Title Korean War Veteran David Franklin Brock Oral History Interview 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0121 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library & Archives 
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Description 
Page three of a twenty-six page long transcript. This interview was held over the phone and 
took a combined five hours to complete, done over the course of two days with David Franklin 
Brock. Brock’s answers are highlighted in bold. (Brock, 2011) 
 
Attribution 
Title Korean War Veteran David Franklin Brock Oral History Interview 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0121 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library & Archives 
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Description 
Page four of a twenty-six page long transcript. This interview was held over the phone and took 
a combined five hours to complete, done over the course of two days with David Franklin Brock. 
Brock’s answers are highlighted in bold. (Brock, 2011) 
 
Attribution 
Title Korean War Veteran David Franklin Brock Oral History Interview 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0121 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library & Archives 
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Description 
Page five of a twenty-six page long transcript. This interview was held over the phone and took 
a combined five hours to complete, done over the course of two days with David Franklin Brock. 
Brock’s answers are highlighted in bold. (Brock, 2011) 
 
Attribution 
Title Korean War Veteran David Franklin Brock Oral History Interview 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0121 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library & Archives 
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Description 
Page six of a twenty-six page long transcript. This interview was held over the phone and took a 
combined five hours to complete, done over the course of two days with David Franklin Brock. 
Brock’s answers are highlighted in bold. (Brock, 2011) 
 
Attribution 
Title Korean War Veteran David Franklin Brock Oral History Interview 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0121 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library & Archives 
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Description 
Page seven of a twenty-six page long transcript. This interview was held over the phone and 
took a combined five hours to complete, done over the course of two days with David Franklin 
Brock. Brock’s answers are highlighted in bold. (Brock, 2011) 
 
Attribution 
Title Korean War Veteran David Franklin Brock Oral History Interview 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0121 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library & Archives 
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Description 
Page eight of a twenty-six page long transcript. This interview was held over the phone and took 
a combined five hours to complete, done over the course of two days with David Franklin Brock. 
Brock’s answers are highlighted in bold. (Brock, 2011) 
 
Attribution 
Title Korean War Veteran David Franklin Brock Oral History Interview 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0121 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library & Archives 
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Description 
Page nine of a twenty-six page long transcript. This interview was held over the phone and took 
a combined five hours to complete, done over the course of two days with David Franklin Brock. 
Brock’s answers are highlighted in bold. (Brock, 2011) 
 
Attribution 
Title Korean War Veteran David Franklin Brock Oral History Interview 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0121 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library & Archives 
 
 
 



26 

 
Description 
Page ten of a twenty-six page long transcript. This interview was held over the phone and took a 
combined five hours to complete, done over the course of two days with David Franklin Brock. 
Brock’s answers are highlighted in bold. (Brock, 2011) 
 
Attribution 
Title Korean War Veteran David Franklin Brock Oral History Interview 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0121 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library & Archives 
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Description 
Page eleven of a twenty-six page long transcript. This interview was held over the phone and 
took a combined five hours to complete, done over the course of two days with David Franklin 
Brock. Brock’s answers are highlighted in bold. (Brock, 2011) 
 
Attribution 
Title Korean War Veteran David Franklin Brock Oral History Interview 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0121 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library & Archives 
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Description 
Page twelve of a twenty-six page long transcript. This interview was held over the phone and 
took a combined five hours to complete, done over the course of two days with David Franklin 
Brock. Brock’s answers are highlighted in bold. (Brock, 2011) 
 
Attribution 
Title Korean War Veteran David Franklin Brock Oral History Interview 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0121 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library & Archives 
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Description 
Page thirteen of a twenty-six page long transcript. This interview was held over the phone and 
took a combined five hours to complete, done over the course of two days with David Franklin 
Brock. Brock’s answers are highlighted in bold. (Brock, 2011) 
 
Attribution 
Title Korean War Veteran David Franklin Brock Oral History Interview 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0121 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library & Archives 
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Description 
Page fourteen of a twenty-six page long transcript. This interview was held over the phone and 
took a combined five hours to complete, done over the course of two days with David Franklin 
Brock. Brock’s answers are highlighted in bold. (Brock, 2011) 
 
Attribution 
Title Korean War Veteran David Franklin Brock Oral History Interview 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0121 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library & Archives 
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Description 
Page fifteen of a twenty-six page long transcript. This interview was held over the phone and 
took a combined five hours to complete, done over the course of two days with David Franklin 
Brock. Brock’s answers are highlighted in bold. (Brock, 2011) 
 
Attribution 
Title Korean War Veteran David Franklin Brock Oral History Interview 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0121 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library & Archives 
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Description 
Page sixteen of a twenty-six page long transcript. This interview was held over the phone and 
took a combined five hours to complete, done over the course of two days with David Franklin 
Brock. Brock’s answers are highlighted in bold. (Brock, 2011) 
 
Attribution 
Title Korean War Veteran David Franklin Brock Oral History Interview 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0121 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library & Archives 



33 

 
Description 
Page seventeen of a twenty-six page long transcript. This interview was held over the phone 
and took a combined five hours to complete, done over the course of two days with David 
Franklin Brock. Brock’s answers are highlighted in bold. (Brock, 2011) 
 
Attribution 
Title Korean War Veteran David Franklin Brock Oral History Interview 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0121 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library & Archives 
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Description 
Page eighteen of a twenty-six page long transcript. This interview was held over the phone and 
took a combined five hours to complete, done over the course of two days with David Franklin 
Brock. Brock’s answers are highlighted in bold. (Brock, 2011) 
 
Attribution 
Title Korean War Veteran David Franklin Brock Oral History Interview 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0121 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library & Archives 
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Description 
Page nineteen of a twenty-six page long transcript. This interview was held over the phone and 
took a combined five hours to complete, done over the course of two days with David Franklin 
Brock. Brock’s answers are highlighted in bold. (Brock, 2011) 
 
Attribution 
Title Korean War Veteran David Franklin Brock Oral History Interview 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0121 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library & Archives 
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Description 
Page twenty of a twenty-six page long transcript. This interview was held over the phone and 
took a combined five hours to complete, done over the course of two days with David Franklin 
Brock. Brock’s answers are highlighted in bold. (Brock, 2011) 
 
Attribution 
Title Korean War Veteran David Franklin Brock Oral History Interview 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0121 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library & Archives 
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Description 
Page twenty-one of a twenty-six page long transcript. This interview was held over the phone 
and took a combined five hours to complete, done over the course of two days with David 
Franklin Brock. Brock’s answers are highlighted in bold. (Brock, 2011) 
 
Attribution 
Title Korean War Veteran David Franklin Brock Oral History Interview 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0121 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library & Archives 
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Description 
Page twenty-two of a twenty-six page long transcript. This interview was held over the phone 
and took a combined five hours to complete, done over the course of two days with David 
Franklin Brock. Brock’s answers are highlighted in bold. (Brock, 2011) 
 
Attribution 
Title Korean War Veteran David Franklin Brock Oral History Interview 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0121 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library & Archives 



39 

 
Description 
Page twenty-three of a twenty-six page long transcript. This interview was held over the phone 
and took a combined five hours to complete, done over the course of two days with David 
Franklin Brock. Brock’s answers are highlighted in bold. (Brock, 2011) 
 
Attribution 
Title Korean War Veteran David Franklin Brock Oral History Interview 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0121 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library & Archives 
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Description 
Page twenty-four of a twenty-six page long transcript. This interview was held over the phone 
and took a combined five hours to complete, done over the course of two days with David 
Franklin Brock. Brock’s answers are highlighted in bold. (Brock, 2011) 
 
Attribution 
Title Korean War Veteran David Franklin Brock Oral History Interview 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0121 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library & Archives 
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Description 
Page twenty-five of a twenty-six page long transcript. This interview was held over the phone 
and took a combined five hours to complete, done over the course of two days with David 
Franklin Brock. Brock’s answers are highlighted in bold. (Brock, 2011) 
 
Attribution 
Title Korean War Veteran David Franklin Brock Oral History Interview 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0121 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library & Archives 
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Description 
Page twenty-six of a twenty-six page long transcript. This interview was held over the phone 
and took a combined five hours to complete, done over the course of two days with David 
Franklin Brock. Brock’s answers are highlighted in bold. (Brock, 2011) 
 
Attribution 
Title Korean War Veteran David Franklin Brock Oral History Interview 
Collection Name David Franklin Brock Korean War Photograph Collection 
Ascension # D-0005 
ID# brock0121 
Owning Institution Tennessee State Library & Archives 
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