
 

 

 

8th RLA Unit 1  
Conveying Courage 

[Unit Overview] 

  
 

Tools for Planning 

PLC Process Resources 
●​ Unit  Internalization Protocol 
●​ Lead4ward Resources  
●​ Field Guides 
●​ Lead4ward IQ  
●​ PISD Intermediate RLA Website 
●​ The Writing Revolution Resources 

Year-At-A-Glance/Pacing Calendar 
●​ Pacing Calendar 
●​ Year-At-A-Glance 

 

 Additional Planning Resources  
●​ Language Supports (link to ELPS) 
●​ SDI (Specially Designed Instruction) 
●​ MTSS (Multi-Tiered System of Supports 
●​ ELLevation 
●​ District Approved Supplemental Aids 

 

Unit Description  

Suggested Unit Pacing : 37 days (45 minute class periods) Number of Learning Bundles: 4 

Unit Description: Why do people find courage in the words of others? In this unit, students explore a variety of genres (a short story, a letter, poems, and a speech) 
to consider how each author’s word choice and structural choices add to their message of courage. The unit’s reading lessons teach students to think about the 
emotional impact of a text’s delivery. For example, students will notice how a poem’s rhyme scheme develops a message of strength or confidence, and how 
repetition in a poem creates a sense of unity. After exploring messages of courage, students compose short constructed responses and a multi-paragraph essay 
to demonstrate their understanding of texts and author’s craft. Students will practice transferrable reading, writing, discussion, vocabulary, and grammar skills as 
they explore the timeless theme of courage.  
 
 

PLC Q1 - Unit 1 Guidance Resources 

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dKSPBe4XY5XEpGTT9zfkW3envlIJb-L8LXB_AntU-mI/edit?usp=sharing
https://lead4ward.com/resources/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pvIWjBNVBWjTG8VH6tPdlXXf6wwVuwZj
https://iq.lead4ward.com/
https://sites.google.com/pasadenaisd.org/pisdintelar/home
https://www.thewritingrevolution.org/resources/book-resources/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1EJ6k3QnGSr-Kwd4rIHVbtd5cN3O2wm6NyuqFG6PIV6E/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YoE7k2SDzUTmgBKThFBU0ZwLKArr8KTOqDpgn8l44Uc/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.esc4.net/users/0001/docs2/122-ELPS.pdf
https://sites.google.com/pasadenaisd.org/sdi/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/pasadenaisd.org/pisd-intervention/home
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.ellevationeducation.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSGriffin%40pasadenaisd.org%7C3d146ac0f972442845a408dbd595dde2%7C8db3a748d6004041bfe97b51c1b19261%7C0%7C0%7C638338611871317757%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jAg9Ih1P0cnUBGr%2F3Q%2FQll51G%2BX7af7fNEl9juBg4Uk%3D&reserved=0
https://sites.google.com/pasadenaisd.org/supplementalaids/approved-aids


 

➔​ What is courage? 
➔​ Why is it important to choose courage over fear? 
➔​ How do writers share their messages of courage? 
➔​ How does planning an essay ensure quality of writing? 

➔​ Good readers recognize the impact of word choice on the meaning of 
texts. 

➔​ Good poets use devices like rhyme scheme and repetition to convey their 
ideas. 

➔​ Proficient writers choose their words carefully and intentionally to impact 
the reader in a variety of ways. 

➔​ Good writers can inspire strength and courage in others. 
➔​ Sentences must be complete and clear in order for the reader to make 

meaning. 
➔​ Variety in sentence structure helps to engage the reader. 

 

TEKS Addressed in this Unit 

TEKS:  [District-recommended essentials are in bold type.] 
Strands 4, 5, 6, 7 
 
8.7(A) Analyze how themes are developed through the interaction of characters 
and events. (S) 
8.7(B)  Analyze how character motivations and behaviors influence events and 
resolution of the conflict (R) 
8.9(A) Explain the author’s purpose and message within a text (R) 
8.9(D) Describe how the author's use of figurative language such as extended 
metaphor achieves specific purposes (S) 
8.9(F) Analyze how the author’s use of language contributes to the mood, voice, 
and tone. (S) 
8.9(G) Explain the purpose of rhetorical devices such as analogy and 
juxtaposition and of logical fallacies such as bandwagon, appeals, and circular 
reasoning. (S) 
8.10(A) plan a first draft by selecting a genre appropriate for a particular topic, 
purpose, and audience using a range of strategies such as discussion, 
background reading, and personal interests 
8.10(B) Develop drafts into a focused, structured, and coherent piece of writing 
8.10(Bi) organizing with purposeful structure, including an introduction, 
transitions, coherence within and across paragraphs, and a conclusion (R) 
8.10(C) Revise drafts for clarity, development, organization, style, word choice, 
and sentence variety. (R) 
8.10(Di) Edit drafts using standard English conventions, including complete 
complex sentences with subject-verb agreement and avoidance of splices, 
run-ons, and fragments.(R) 
8.10(Dvi) Edit drafts using standard English conventions, including punctuation, 
including commas in nonrestrictive phrases and clauses, semicolons, colons, 

Process Standards (Comprehension & Response)  
Strand 2 & 3 
 
8.5(E) make connections to personal experiences, ideas in other texts, and 
society (R) 
8.5(F) make inferences and use evidence to support understanding (R) 
8.5(G) evaluate details read to determine key ideas (R) 
8.6(B) Write responses that demonstrate understanding of texts, including 
comparing sources within and across texts. (R) 
8.6(C)use text evidence to support an appropriate response;(R) 
8.6(F) Respond using newly acquired vocabulary as appropriate. (S) 

Foundational and Independent Reading 
Strand 1  
 
*Foundational  skills should be taught recursively throughout each unit. 
 
8.2(A) use print or digital resources to determine the meaning, syllabication, 
pronunciation, word origin, and part of speech;(S) 
8.2(B) use context within or beyond a paragraph to clarify the meaning of 
unfamiliar or ambiguous words; and (R) 
8.2(C) determine the meaning and usage of grade-level academic English words 
derived from Greek and Latin roots such as ast, qui, path, mand/mend, and 
duc.(S) 
8.4(A) self-select text and read independently for a sustained period of time. (S) 
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and parentheses (S) 
8.11(B) Compose informational texts, including multi-paragraph essays that 
convey information about a topic, using a clear controlling idea or thesis 
statement and genre characteristics and craft. (R) 

ELPS  Most Tested ELPS [Intermediate School]
 
➔​ Listening (2G)- understand the general  meaning, main points, and important details of spoken language ranging from situations in which topics, language, 

and contexts are familiar to unfamiliar 
➔​ Speaking (3H)- narrate, describe, and explain with increasing specificity and detail as more English is acquired 
➔​ Speaking (3J)- respond orally to information presented in a wide variety of print, electronic, audio, and visual media to build and reinforce concept language 

attainment.  
➔​ Reading (4J)- demonstrate English comprehension and expand reading skills by employing inferential skills such as predicting, making connections between 

ideas, drawing inferences and conclusions from text and graphic sources, and finding supporting text evidence commensurate with content area needs. 
➔​ Reading (4K)- demonstrate English comprehension and expand reading skills by employing analytical skills such as evaluating written information and 

performing critical analyses commensurate with content area and grade-level needs.  
➔​ Writing (5D)-  edit writing for standard grammar usage, including subject-verb agreement, pronoun agreement, and appropriate verb tenses commensurate 

with grade-level expectations as more English is acquired. 
➔​ Writing (5G)- narrate, describe, and explain with increasing specificity and detail to fulfill content area writing needs as more English is acquired. 

 

PLC Q2 - Unit 1 Guidance Resources  

End of Unit Assessment  State Assessment Resources 

➔​ [Blueprint] End of Unit Assessment 
➔​ District Recommended End of Unit Assessment 
➔​ [Data Tracker] GR 8 RLA U1 EoU Assessment-Student Facing 

 
*Options for Summative Assessments within the First Six Weeks: 
➔​ SCR in Bundle 2 
➔​ ECR in Bundle 3 
➔​ Cold read with STAAR-style M.C questions after Bundle 2 

 

STAAR Bank of Resources + Online Practice  
➔​ IXL 
➔​ STAAR Stems-8th Grade 

STAAR Rubrics 
➔​ ECR (informational) 
➔​ ECR (Argumentative/Opinion) 
➔​ SCR (Reading) 
➔​ SCR (Writing) 

Performance Tasks District Suggested Texts 

➔​ Multi-paragraph informational essay (ECR) 
 
➔​ Optional Performance Task Suggestions: 

◆​ Original Poem 
◆​ Literary Analysis Presentation 

➔​ Unit 1 Texts (Anchor, Supplemental, and Assessment) 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CL2gjyWw7QfvT2R68NsGDF0_Q_fvnOV0YQLyGR1EaTA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OTfXI4wUhO21AACBc8bTtIrxaaJfnADcFgyZs2KmwFQ/edit#slide=id.g2b4dd292b02_0_30
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OTfXI4wUhO21AACBc8bTtIrxaaJfnADcFgyZs2KmwFQ/edit#slide=id.g29577a98abb_0_64
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OTfXI4wUhO21AACBc8bTtIrxaaJfnADcFgyZs2KmwFQ/edit#slide=id.g29577a98abb_0_29
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OTfXI4wUhO21AACBc8bTtIrxaaJfnADcFgyZs2KmwFQ/edit#slide=id.g2b4dd292b02_0_190
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OTfXI4wUhO21AACBc8bTtIrxaaJfnADcFgyZs2KmwFQ/edit#slide=id.g2b4dd292b02_0_225
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OTfXI4wUhO21AACBc8bTtIrxaaJfnADcFgyZs2KmwFQ/edit#slide=id.g29577a98abb_0_91
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OTfXI4wUhO21AACBc8bTtIrxaaJfnADcFgyZs2KmwFQ/edit#slide=id.g29577a98abb_0_105
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EMN8MbkGZgfnvHFyKLLWNJELmi77wkYwJ00uApqI9Ag/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1W1pU-ii6lHDL_Qnr23LRogX72AbAna1fMWZIAg8ZD6M/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1HZOArYdHyeuIWeHqrVIevJG5R7YWhBeyGAJAHDi4DcA/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.ixl.com/analytics
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1PUt3mb8LVqBbvP1I4xdRNdYVukB8Uq_iKaM9M8PFTXA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c-1d-62exbbItvCaTPHLwCJx8-XjI6mzgig0jwTgFa0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10IRcCzaERqjHWmt-jUDPgaiH5ECuzAs0_Mjs5wLBiaQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NrVMkUmre9zakMuJaJfGJ7_2frX1S_lFxtVIgNFdOnE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GkhbjJh3cVNVz39hVJRyGm6mTLQfZrMA5oX3qJLNIpw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V6iNGAIYYIZbvcJwKfxucZdfhtWym-J7uVldYGKoyN8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10fK3f4sGSZh8m8OWPu_lIdYHdsA-oh-1BTusPJWp6lI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1f_cvPzN0QCBhI69OZE4BijjPvmBOQRUR9GnLEcyzZj8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LZ6pLLwza-FfwnCgdDy7uTw3HeAOOuBcA8Vh5osxPAc/edit


 

◆​ Sequel to a Short Story 
◆​ Personal Narrative 

 
[Unit Guide] 

Tools for Instruction 

Teacher Resources for Texts, 
Lessons, & Instructional 

Strategies 

Student Resources for 
Independent Practice & 

Reference 

Tools for Reading & Vocabulary Tools for Grammar & Writing 

➔​ Scope 
➔​ Action 
➔​ CommonLit 
➔​ Texas Gateway for Online 

Resources 
➔​ Ellevation 
➔​ Quill 

➔​ IXL 
➔​ Supplemental Aids 
➔​ Informational Text 

Routines 
 

➔​ Glossary of Literary Terms 
➔​ Glossary of Nonfiction Terms 
➔​ Inference Sentence Stems 
➔​ Best Practices for Independent 

Reading 
➔​ Annotating Effectively 
➔​ Using During Reading Questions 

Strategically 
➔​ Using a Note-Taker During 

Reading 
➔​ Comprehension Check Template 

(Because/But/So) 

➔​ Writing Pacing Guide 
➔​ Grammar & Word Study Scope 

and Sequence 
➔​ Grammar Handbook 
➔​ Patterns of Power Guide for 

Grammar Instruction 
➔​ Patterns of Power Note-Taker 

➔​ Lead4ward Instructional 
Playlist 

➔​ The Teacher Toolkit 
➔​ PISD TLAC Placemat 
➔​ INT RLA Website 
➔​ Class Discussion 

Activities 

➔​ Grammar Handbook 
➔​ Claims Reference Sheet 
➔​ Structured Conversation 

Stems & Frames 

➔​ Marzano’s Six Steps for Building 
Academic Vocabulary 

➔​ Word Wall Guidance  
➔​ Glossary of Academic Terms 

➔​ The Writing Revolution Resources 
➔​ SPO to Paragraph Example 
➔​ SPO Template 
➔​ MPO Template 

 
 

 
 
 

 

*Optional ONBOARDING Bundle* 

Target/Bundle Description:  In this optional bundle, teachers will find resources for onboarding activities that may be helpful for students before beginning 
content instruction for Unit 1.  Students may need to complete Canvas Onboarding in addition to these content-specific activities.   
 
Pacing:  4-8 days (depending on the needs of the campus) 

4 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E9lxuJtrQj07qA0STtZpTnjzqNEt58XV/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.texasgateway.org/resource/prewriting-and-planning-personal-narratives
https://scope.scholastic.com/home-page-logged-out.html
https://scope.scholastic.com/home-page-logged-out.html
https://www.commonlit.org/en/home
https://www.texasgateway.org/
https://www.texasgateway.org/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.ellevationeducation.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSGriffin%40pasadenaisd.org%7C3d146ac0f972442845a408dbd595dde2%7C8db3a748d6004041bfe97b51c1b19261%7C0%7C0%7C638338611871317757%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jAg9Ih1P0cnUBGr%2F3Q%2FQll51G%2BX7af7fNEl9juBg4Uk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.quill.org/
https://www.ixl.com/signin/pasadenaisd
https://sites.google.com/pasadenaisd.org/supplementalaids/approved-aids/intermediate/8th-rla
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RdTnJpRutJhEx8wWP5p3WnfA0dCJmfe1/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RdTnJpRutJhEx8wWP5p3WnfA0dCJmfe1/view?usp=drive_link
https://scope.scholastic.com/content/dam/classroom-magazines/scope/pages/misc/evergreens/SCOPE-Activity-GlossaryLiteraryTerms.pdf
https://scope.scholastic.com/content/dam/classroom-magazines/scope/pages/misc/evergreens/SCOPE-Activity-GlossaryNonfictionTerms.pdf
https://scope.scholastic.com/content/dam/classroom-magazines/scope/issues/2022-23/110122/the-mystery-of-the-stolen-jewel/SCOPE-090122-Evergreen-Inferencing-SentenceStems.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AVoRm2HhxHbE-SZgYFasc9pqX8MaC3WlP2NUvAPcI_I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AVoRm2HhxHbE-SZgYFasc9pqX8MaC3WlP2NUvAPcI_I/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10FPZPMvHdnk0O3pJOCC4Ris_CGtvEz-o/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZQ-r_AcfD4Li3Bbkix4bXdA6Um7LDzyq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZQ-r_AcfD4Li3Bbkix4bXdA6Um7LDzyq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T5CxktmRh31VmqL3qaNq1pYnqFlvL0pB/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T5CxktmRh31VmqL3qaNq1pYnqFlvL0pB/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1aHAnkFyUhtTOMWYBO9fzjVoPuAtKyAZo57lNJEX5UTw/edit#slide=id.g273c4aefc6e_0_50
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1aHAnkFyUhtTOMWYBO9fzjVoPuAtKyAZo57lNJEX5UTw/edit#slide=id.g273c4aefc6e_0_50
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SL7Rwfa5_4vELs5d9PLCHqA6WxxcABuYmXGkvVmiO14/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1coCxIAlVsaJX4DStn5McMfSEUelMdpVBPo2uxREl6-M/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1coCxIAlVsaJX4DStn5McMfSEUelMdpVBPo2uxREl6-M/edit
https://media.edgenuity.com/contentengine/tools/GrammarHandbooks/grammar_handbook_hs/grammar_hb.html#prepositional-phrases
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c__p3xjhLHyMphYhGCWm5W40I5Mt3guxq6xcN1AT2VM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c__p3xjhLHyMphYhGCWm5W40I5Mt3guxq6xcN1AT2VM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RXATvG2jFVptImn4PMYL3JN3pd90Zc8t/edit
https://lead4ward.com/playlists/
https://lead4ward.com/playlists/
https://www.theteachertoolkit.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qR_7fR6JSxtZrEtxhSj6Vr1u94KsDA-iTooBedUcyM0/edit
https://sites.google.com/pasadenaisd.org/pisdintelar/home?authuser=0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gOhYfjiFMnqAPOeXlIMP5Y1tFnkPyNEcQ0yrPLr6v3g/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gOhYfjiFMnqAPOeXlIMP5Y1tFnkPyNEcQ0yrPLr6v3g/edit
https://media.edgenuity.com/contentengine/tools/GrammarHandbooks/grammar_handbook_hs/grammar_hb.html#prepositional-phrases
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g8Cujow8PplOPT41AoI8XdIkipThvSyxHGwKR8IyiBY/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jE8AECwh_p_yMumH-4Ljc8UgYrfBUNX0/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jE8AECwh_p_yMumH-4Ljc8UgYrfBUNX0/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.teachthought.com/literacy/building-academic-vocabulary/
https://www.teachthought.com/literacy/building-academic-vocabulary/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/164xT9MYbz4LQKqj2oRAJ4kFSOYbzxAxDvvbknPt9Nik/edit
https://scope.scholastic.com/content/dam/classroom-magazines/scope/pages/misc/evergreens/SCOPE-Activity-GlossaryAcademicTerms.pdf
https://www.thewritingrevolution.org/resources/book-resources/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TRFoveBiR6AgDBZiH2FUtll6Hz82ZAdC/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-0t0VyXoGj9oZ1JHOApC8tnZ5ByNUuZzlDv59R4x9dI/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/164XKEH4Jcs48e_ojcMa6bCR75fm92VGz/view?usp=sharing


 

I Can Statements Resources 

​ I can compose simple and compound sentences. 
​ I can compose an email to my teacher using appropriate tone 

and format. 
​ I can determine the genre of a selection by looking at 

characteristics of the text. 

Link to Onboarding Document 
➔​ Genre Review 
➔​ Simple Sentences Review 
➔​ Email Template 

 
 

 

Bundle 1: Fiction and Poetry 

Bundle Description: In this bundle, students will explore the essential questions by reading short stories and poetry that express ideas of courage.  Students 
will also analyze how an author’s word choice conveys a specific feeling or message.  They will then demonstrate their understanding of a text by 
composing a short constructed response. 
 
Pacing: 9 days *includes one day for intervention/extension 

TEKS Addressed in this Bundle (Q1) Check for Understanding (Q2) 

8.2(C) Determine the meaning and usage of grade-level academic 
English words derived from Greek and Latin roots such as ast, qui, path, 
mand/mend, and duc.(S)--Ped/Pod 
8.5(F) Make inferences and use evidence to support understanding.(R) 
8.6(B) Write responses that demonstrate understanding of texts, 
including comparing sources within and across texts. (R) 
8.6(C) use text evidence to support an appropriate response;(R) 
8.6(F) Respond using newly acquired vocabulary as appropriate.(S) 
8.7(A) Analyze how themes are developed through the interaction of 
characters and events.(S) 
8.7(B)  Analyze how character motivations and behaviors influence 
events and resolution of the conflict(R) 
8.9(A) Explain the author’s purpose and message within a text (R) 
8.9(D) Describe how the author's use of figurative language such as 
extended metaphor achieves specific purposes (S) 
8.10(Di) Edit drafts using standard English conventions, including 
complete complex sentences with subject-verb agreement and 
avoidance of splices, run-ons, and fragments. (R) 

CFA Blueprint/Guidance (essential standards)-Bank provided for campuses to 
create their own CFA in Mastery Connect 

➔​ 8.10Di (avoid fragments) 
➔​ 8.6C (SCR Options) 
➔​ 8.9A 

 
Informal CFUs (exit tickets, etc.)-Recommended TEKS for PLTs to create 
common formative assessments.  

➔​ 8.6F (vocabulary) 
➔​ 8.6B (SCR) 
➔​ 8.7A (theme) 
➔​ 8.2C (roots ped/pod) 
➔​ 8.7B  (characters and events) 

Activities  Resources 

➔​ Entry Event Student Handout 
➔​ Root Power: Ped/Pod 8.2(C) 

◆​ Text 
➔​ Unit Vocabulary Activities 
➔​ Text: They Might Be 

Dangerous (Paired Text) 
◆​ Theme Anticipation 

➔​ Optional Entry Event on 
Courage 

◆​ Teacher Answer Key 
➔​ Text: Root Power Ped/Pod 

8.2(C) 
◆​ Answer Key 

➔​ Unit Vocabulary 8.6F 

I Can Statements 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/14pxxbc7HqM6jQZux2Zh8VhsSEy5YoAbbOXT3-1tysjo/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/18LW4in6V6tg97W_dyzpXl9cofj8v6Wl3tZiAtNHdnrc/edit#slide=id.ge833f08cbd_0_85
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1W9I1b3ov8T-q1XOVn0UngAtmrI7BDbilinRUkrvt32k/edit#slide=id.g627a2593f3_2_134
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1DrtMibCFSelzdfngaYNNM8LQq9xITPUD5Y2kMYXrl8k/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iO9m2fvqL3M3zKsg7IhOtufpEqtHyyUwTitfHTdte20/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kvPVw364Pfplm7MnQR1xBXEdIl95ZxjX8da-ZwtNwa4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I6bkE5_UGGaiK-DQCN7bmwshHtqdancCwfKmiu53mA8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DlXE-vEctQZv_NNk4veDidp1kdGrUBMCAzbQRLtj-o4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V6iNGAIYYIZbvcJwKfxucZdfhtWym-J7uVldYGKoyN8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14nnI3tr8tNgVKeieDFLi9bRj178NPbfYcUqCPKAXypM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V6iNGAIYYIZbvcJwKfxucZdfhtWym-J7uVldYGKoyN8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WGsOQQajMV51F6wkdMPPIhu7u0oA0jdtARz885OD0po/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XPGmo4jUjVeQ1tZMaTFwpo1Qv32Q1vln5HNKKNBsVOM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BoBPomHZ9fVrbXL0JtZMKH-u_PDuyTvlbGJpvmz3QPM/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ScxihWApehBSDrXBnWCBJ8EzXWpj_Bje/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19GLLvQ3aFztKmCLDSoQ3Dh2fhMF-RZaMxrLRv0N4ZQ4/edit#heading=h.bhjl5oh4yeoq
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xQXqAbm0ECj0pAXp6cLTssh3AMUSHrhhBJFB8Cog3dk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n1kRAUA5pUxoxjs576R1IU8Wgvp0osvheHsgX1bhAeU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n1kRAUA5pUxoxjs576R1IU8Wgvp0osvheHsgX1bhAeU/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MMgaXa3zrpJGRcDrxw-FsCqJVxX4_Ax9/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1qcpBxr2aFxKVPLkcZx3uItJJWJwAIf_XNJ8bD9jkr6M/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1qcpBxr2aFxKVPLkcZx3uItJJWJwAIf_XNJ8bD9jkr6M/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1k17BKI9iudTAsT0rNmWvlKx1mnWC7JbjGzv2Cmz957A/edit
https://scope.scholastic.com/issues/2022-23/020123/root-power.html?language=english
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Q-87IqNVi3T1Z3LL6zP4KljltEymuPzq/view?usp=drive_link


 

Guide 8.7(A) 
◆​ Making Inferences 

8.5(F) 
◆​ Writing a Strong 

Claim (SCR) 8.7(B) 
◆​ Writing a Complete 

SCR (Paragraph) 
8.6(C) 

➔​ Text: Song of Bravery 
◆​ Analyzing Poetry 

Practice 8.9(A,D) 
➔​ IXL Identify Fragments 

8.10(Di) 
 

◆​ Unit Vocabulary 
Activities Key 

◆​ Vocab Slide Deck 
➔​ Text: “They Might Be 

Dangerous” and “Desert 
Eclipse” (paired texts) 

◆​ Thematic Vocabulary 
8.6(F) 

◆​ 8.7B Practice 
◆​ Answer Keys 

➔​ Text:  “Song of Bravery” 
◆​ Analyzing Poetry 

Practice 8.9(A,D) 
◆​ Answer Key 

➔​ Fragment Fix Template 
8.10(Di) 

◆​ Fragment Video IXL 
◆​ Fixing Fragments 

(MLK Example) 
➔​ SCR Resources 8.6(C) 

◆​ Possible Prompts 
◆​ Claims Reference 

Sheet 
◆​ Strong Claims 

Practice 

​ I can determine the meaning of words using the root ped/pod. 
8.2(C) 

​ I can use new vocabulary in context. 8.2(B) 
​ I can make inferences and use text evidence to support 

understanding. 8.5(F) 
​ I can explain how character motivations and behaviors influence 

events and resolution of the conflict. 8.7(B) 
​ I can explain how themes are developed. 8.7(A)  
​ I can explain the author’s purpose and message within a text. 
8.9(A)  

​ I can explain the meaning and purpose of figurative language. 
8.9(D) 

​ I can use appropriate text evidence to support a short 
constructed response. 8.6(C) 

​ I can recognize and correct fragments by adding missing 
information. 8.10(Di) 

Additional Practice  (Q3) Challenge  (Q4) 

➔​ 8.5F (inference practice) 
➔​ 8.9D (poetry & figurative 

language) 
➔​ 8.10Di (IXL identify and fix 

fragments) 

➔​ Challenge Choice Boards 
➔​ 8.9A Poem “I Look at the 

World” & and Materials 
Student Copy 

➔​ 8.9A Poem “I Look at the 
World” & Materials Teacher 
Copy 

➔​ 8.7B Short Story “The 
Treasure of Lemon Brown” & 
Materials 

➔​ 8.7B Choice Board for “They 
Might Be Dangerous” 

➔​ 8.4 Participate in independent 
reading clubs 

Grammar Terms                                            Writing Terms Literary Terms                                                     Embedded Vocabulary 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MMgaXa3zrpJGRcDrxw-FsCqJVxX4_Ax9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s7qVJ-N8VVg3-QkKEwhoFGnUYYsuYLg_/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1biF5-bPQXgDGFjEOc-HDD1wP1lC6m8R-CDFdAzUTvUM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1biF5-bPQXgDGFjEOc-HDD1wP1lC6m8R-CDFdAzUTvUM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cgceCsDJBOv_rOXDNsoldHLHZ2l2fOucF6GdhR9a1zs/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cgceCsDJBOv_rOXDNsoldHLHZ2l2fOucF6GdhR9a1zs/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rv3MRhTI1VOIFInfU7BT-lupJA_K8Bf5jXN9wtZ5_tM/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZzQqsQsk3p3vTQ210nCXnyhaFeDDkTrC/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZzQqsQsk3p3vTQ210nCXnyhaFeDDkTrC/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/is-it-a-complete-sentence-or-a-fragment?signInRedirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ixl.com%2Fsignin%2Fpasadenaisd
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gbtRumX2Rf9ibnbYIAJEvKc570GIhGoa977YZHLFtmU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gbtRumX2Rf9ibnbYIAJEvKc570GIhGoa977YZHLFtmU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1WBW7pWrER30A94YGixuU4Zl_mJ2_9xQvMhIlDe6fv98/edit?usp=sharing
https://scope.scholastic.com/issues/2023-24/020124/they-might-be-dangerous.html?language=english
https://scope.scholastic.com/issues/2023-24/020124/they-might-be-dangerous.html?language=english
https://scope.scholastic.com/issues/2023-24/020124/they-might-be-dangerous.html?language=english
https://scope.scholastic.com/content/dam/classroom-magazines/scope/issues/2023-24/020124/they-might-be-dangerous/SCOPE-020124-Fiction-Vocabulary-PRINT.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DT2Q2d8BadTZbxj10RHSEvKHBuQtiZe_uB8ODotKCR0/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mx6hPn3MovGYmAYPAJynF5TQej9A9h5x/view?usp=drive_link
https://scope.scholastic.com/issues/2019-20/120119/song-of-bravery.html?language=english
https://scope.scholastic.com/content/dam/classroom-magazines/scope/issues/2019-20/120119/song-of-bravery/SCOPE-120119-Poem-PoetryAnalysis.pdf
https://scope.scholastic.com/content/dam/classroom-magazines/scope/issues/2019-20/120119/song-of-bravery/SCOPE-120119-Poem-PoetryAnalysis.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oLeAT0YmsJNZVf9u5h3rspEWlLhp2pQG/view?usp=drive_link
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:e6acaef3-d684-418c-957f-7099499c5707
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/is-it-a-complete-sentence-or-a-fragment?showVideoDirectly=true&signInRedirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ixl.com%2Fsignin%2Fpasadenaisd
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mWzisbKaTk3mQE3ezRbPaBt0_OYavRE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17mWzisbKaTk3mQE3ezRbPaBt0_OYavRE/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V6iNGAIYYIZbvcJwKfxucZdfhtWym-J7uVldYGKoyN8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g8Cujow8PplOPT41AoI8XdIkipThvSyxHGwKR8IyiBY/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g8Cujow8PplOPT41AoI8XdIkipThvSyxHGwKR8IyiBY/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kpAoRidclGiv4I67D4360FYho0imRVd77y4_A4X1WV8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kpAoRidclGiv4I67D4360FYho0imRVd77y4_A4X1WV8/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10eAMZIDAgDsehsVDLzQh0rgS6e3oqoAs/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.texasgateway.org/resource/understanding-poetry
https://www.texasgateway.org/resource/understanding-poetry
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/is-it-a-complete-sentence-or-a-fragment?signInRedirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ixl.com%2Fsignin%2Fpasadenaisd
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/is-it-a-complete-sentence-or-a-fragment?signInRedirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ixl.com%2Fsignin%2Fpasadenaisd
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y1X-nuD2UIcTalngIk6Gm5hoUMpK1DhJWrw_IbyDkpg/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FMV8jHYk3xheiwTQJQUMV5tW-stNEuMX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FMV8jHYk3xheiwTQJQUMV5tW-stNEuMX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dY1nBRSe3IEsN_PuilsDWo7QZTH-7vN7/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dY1nBRSe3IEsN_PuilsDWo7QZTH-7vN7/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VPOCEsTUbexnUgmleosQJySFYuI3TOku/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VPOCEsTUbexnUgmleosQJySFYuI3TOku/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VPOCEsTUbexnUgmleosQJySFYuI3TOku/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wjcr3wV-pm__AcZa4P4lZ5GpwlDFejUs/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wjcr3wV-pm__AcZa4P4lZ5GpwlDFejUs/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1x1fl1Y33qp5NCXAiEofqCcxSPugLj8kwu_9dxdy3D-k/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1x1fl1Y33qp5NCXAiEofqCcxSPugLj8kwu_9dxdy3D-k/edit?usp=drive_link


 

➔​ complex sentence 
➔​ fragment 
➔​ subject  
➔​ verb 
➔​ independent clause 
➔​ dependent clause 

●​ claim 
●​ evidence 
●​ explanation 

●​ resolution 
●​ conflict 
●​ theme 
●​ tone 
●​ inference 
●​ figurative language 
●​ line 
●​ stanza 
●​ speaker 
●​ allusion 

●​ annihilate 
●​ celestial 
●​ colonize 
●​ cosmos 
●​ electromagnetic 
●​ keen 
●​ presume 
●​ telepathic 
●​ veer 

 

 

 

Bundle 2: Informational and Poetry 

Bundle Description:   In this bundle, students will read a variety of genres, including a speech, an historical letter, and poetry, to examine how the writers’ 
use of language contributes to the tone and message of the selection.  They will also look at ways that authors use rhetorical devices such as juxtaposition 
to impact the audience.  Finally, they will demonstrate their understanding of texts by composing a short constructed response. 
 
Pacing:  12-15 days *includes 2 days for intervention/extension 

TEKS Addressed in this Bundle (Q1) Check for Understanding (Q2) 

8.5(G) evaluate details read to determine key ideas (R) 
8.6(B) Write responses that demonstrate understanding of texts, 
including comparing sources within and across texts. (R) 
8.6(C) use text evidence to support an appropriate response;(R) 
8.6(F) Respond using newly acquired vocabulary as appropriate. (S) 
8.9(A) Explain the author’s purpose and message within a text(R) 
8.9(G) Explain the purpose of rhetorical devices such as analogy and 
juxtaposition and of logical fallacies such as bandwagon appeals, and 
circular reasoning. (S) 
8.9(D) Describe how the author's use of figurative language such as 
extended metaphor achieves specific purposes (S) 
8.9(F) Analyze how the author’s use of language contributes to the mood, 
voice, and tone. (S) 
8.10(Di) Edit drafts using standard English conventions, including 
complete complex sentences with subject-verb agreement and 
avoidance of splices, run-ons, and fragments. (R) 

CFA Guidance (essential standards)-Bank provided for campuses to create 
their own CFA in Mastery Connect 

➔​ 8.6C (SCR Options) 
➔​ 8.10Di (run-ons) 
➔​ 8.5G (key ideas) 
➔​ 8.9(A) 

 
Informal CFUs (exit tickets, etc.)-Recommended TEKS for PLTs to create 
common formative assessments.  

➔​ 8.6F (vocabulary) 
➔​ 8.9G (rhetorical devices) 
➔​ 8.9F (tone) 
➔​ 8.9D (purpose of fig language) 

 

Activities Resources 

➔​ Tone Words List 8.9(F)  
➔​ Letter from Frederick 

Douglass 8.9(G), 9(F), 8.9(A), 

➔​ Tone Definition 8.9F 
➔​ Tone Words List 8.9F 
➔​ Text: Letter from Frederick I Can Statements 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/14KRcnzj9LT22iXBBBpZUzt3ZoLVLAv0mknIk3PkCuiQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iO9m2fvqL3M3zKsg7IhOtufpEqtHyyUwTitfHTdte20/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kvPVw364Pfplm7MnQR1xBXEdIl95ZxjX8da-ZwtNwa4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I6bkE5_UGGaiK-DQCN7bmwshHtqdancCwfKmiu53mA8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V6iNGAIYYIZbvcJwKfxucZdfhtWym-J7uVldYGKoyN8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v8RDlBL-PNWk__VKTuLP3GztNj90IJNxj0aWxSsvdzI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ci4sdUsl03r5DUDZWVUMSY_SCgTJ4GUqWPhky5ekmL4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14nnI3tr8tNgVKeieDFLi9bRj178NPbfYcUqCPKAXypM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Wy1F8RirQD-Ltcsmx3vKO9CEBx-NDGdo7K-0bpKsNs0/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QSRlKnbKGdHwubvnaTse_1KDuyCIujCL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10-d72jcpDJX3idxClTKXoEpBu3IIw_C6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10-d72jcpDJX3idxClTKXoEpBu3IIw_C6/view?usp=sharing
https://scope.scholastic.com/content/dam/classroom-magazines/scope/pages/misc/evergreens/SCOPE-Activity-IdentifyingTone.pdf
https://scope.scholastic.com/content/dam/classroom-magazines/scope/pages/misc/evergreens/SCOPE-Activity-ToneWords.pdf


 

5G 
➔​ Intro to Poetic Structure 

Student Handout 8.9(A) 
➔​ Text: “Invictus” & Student 

Handout 
➔​ Text: “Sonnet” & Student 

Handout 8.9(A), 9(G) 
➔​ Text: “JFK’s ‘Race to Space’ 

Speech” & Student Handout 
8.9(A), 9(G), 9(D) 

➔​ Text: “A Litany for Survival” & 
Student Handout 8.9A, 9D 

➔​ IXL Identify Run-ons 8.10(Di) 
➔​ Repairing Run-ons 8.10(Di) 
➔​ Writing a Complete 

Paragraph (Student) 8.6(C) 

Douglass to Harriet Tubman” 
◆​ Slide Deck 
◆​ Optional Lesson 

Materials 8.9G, 9F, 
8.9A, 5G 

➔​ Intro to Poetic Structure 8.9A 
◆​ Teacher Copy 
◆​ Slide Deck 

➔​ Text: “Invictus” 
◆​ Slide Deck 
◆​ Optional Lesson 

Materials 8.9A, 9G, 9F 
➔​ Text: “Sonnet” 

◆​ Slide Deck 
◆​ Optional Lesson 

Materials 8.9A, 9G 
◆​ Paired Text Ideas 
◆​ Paired Text Qs Chart 

➔​ Text: “JFK’s ‘Race to Space’ 
Speech” 

◆​ Slide Deck 
◆​ Optional Lesson 

Materials 8.9A, 9G, 
9D, 5G 

➔​ Text: “A Litany for Survival” 
(poem)  

◆​ Slide Deck 
◆​ Optional Lesson 

Materials 8.9A, 9D 
➔​ SCR Resources 8.6C 

◆​ Possible Prompts 
◆​ Claims Reference 

Sheet 
◆​ Writing a Complete 

SCR (Teacher) 
➔​ Ramblers & Run-Ons 8.10Di 
➔​ Repairing Run-ons 8.10Di 

​ I can explain how the author’s use of language contributes to the 
tone. 8.9F 

​ I can explain the purpose of juxtaposition in a text. 8.9(G)  
​ I can explain the meaning and purpose of figurative language. 

8.9(D) 
​ I can evaluate details to determine key ideas. 8.5G 
​ I can explain the author’s purpose and message within a text. 
8.9(A) 

​ I can use appropriate text evidence to support a short 
constructed response. 8.6(C) 

​ I can recognize and correct run-ons. 8.10(Di) 
​ I can recognize and correct splices. 8.10Di 

 

Additional Practice  (Q3) Challenge  (Q4) 

➔​ 8.9(A) Text: “Life Doesn’t 
Frighten Me”  

◆​ Answer Key 
◆​ Guiding Questions 

➔​ Poetry Terms Reference 

➔​ Challenge Choice Boards 
➔​ Class Discussion 1 (compare 

poems) 8.1(D), 5(E) 
➔​  Class Discussion 2 (discuss 

theme across texts) 8.7(A) 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TAJsyjOQBDDqIrh53dIepsykMXzkbRQpuu9weqELows/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TAJsyjOQBDDqIrh53dIepsykMXzkbRQpuu9weqELows/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zF-X3p2duW7USZ6pER9kSrjOaJwa89t7/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zF-X3p2duW7USZ6pER9kSrjOaJwa89t7/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_xOp-vFNzf5wAWn6ls-S_eMem3U-k-37/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_xOp-vFNzf5wAWn6ls-S_eMem3U-k-37/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XAZPy8H2I2mubBcYVFfFVzvCz3z5FdbO/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XAZPy8H2I2mubBcYVFfFVzvCz3z5FdbO/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wTBK7TispJWWhqexC29KCwnqHbx1VweL/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wTBK7TispJWWhqexC29KCwnqHbx1VweL/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/is-it-a-complete-sentence-or-a-run-on?signInRedirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ixl.com%2Fsignin%2Fpasadenaisd
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yG4iD8p1myifmGZaD3m-p2W8_FhPu4lB/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FW662uVWMCREN3yBHglMQKAmBIVo_myjxvVxYmBLWrk/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FW662uVWMCREN3yBHglMQKAmBIVo_myjxvVxYmBLWrk/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1iO3XRfYF3-1vXqxh-Z_nzZsFp1vB7mVO-4eFNCSN0bE/edit#slide=id.gcbaf2bb63d_0_0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CWJamsqpA9ebVdiy38oziIDEBdExzj4E/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CWJamsqpA9ebVdiy38oziIDEBdExzj4E/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1eFQC75dCCjcvPY5d5OFita6hoBY7QugNcjw0lDl8SEI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-j-8oSvMthY_MX5gawjLt5T81KzUPuTKIHXsmyCTu1M/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1bQD0_Dfnq-7CZmsqeehvhK2aPiTXyx0aasueZQJbNaY/edit#slide=id.g20f9c89ecf3_0_0
https://www.commonlit.org/en/teachers/lessons/new?lesson_template_id=9522&unit_id=280
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1fUfPY65tlkmG9_SIb7rBB2bhseO2-02hxDQyhMfIhco/edit#slide=id.g50cbf35ae2_0_86
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W2kCvDCMrvQZfhSnE3HCnSAjNH2bhNka/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W2kCvDCMrvQZfhSnE3HCnSAjNH2bhNka/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.commonlit.org/en/teachers/lessons/new?lesson_template_id=9601&unit_id=280
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1MCc4Wd05ZmrbRCg60J1lGECEXzlo1ZMNLvLTvHQq7l0/edit#slide=id.g50cbf35ae2_0_86
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1i3U66vzYHwwtLJWkid4xA_HuI4p8Q3UI/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1i3U66vzYHwwtLJWkid4xA_HuI4p8Q3UI/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/sonnet/paired-texts
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wGt7n2N4BtlI0h_apsirjIqJhE4-wJCmL0rYrmDSrVI/edit?tab=t.0
https://www.commonlit.org/en/teachers/lessons/new?lesson_template_id=9679&unit_id=280
https://www.commonlit.org/en/teachers/lessons/new?lesson_template_id=9679&unit_id=280
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Qp-J4a7t-gDuLZvCkLjKZH_GriERIBPep2Lp1StwByU/edit#slide=id.g50cbf35ae2_0_86
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1js4fIYNR6z4cnx0LMZPL_jwAiClkHLb6/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1js4fIYNR6z4cnx0LMZPL_jwAiClkHLb6/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.commonlit.org/en/teachers/lessons/new?lesson_template_id=9616&unit_id=280
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1QA8-iVYmeukHNd-5Tnp9b5Y7fi6GHYAUgRi68u34vdg/edit?slide=id.g1dd56fd7170_0_0#slide=id.g1dd56fd7170_0_0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KirpKz45ZxJuN3ryC_REuB4DXvlB8O6K/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KirpKz45ZxJuN3ryC_REuB4DXvlB8O6K/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V6iNGAIYYIZbvcJwKfxucZdfhtWym-J7uVldYGKoyN8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g8Cujow8PplOPT41AoI8XdIkipThvSyxHGwKR8IyiBY/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g8Cujow8PplOPT41AoI8XdIkipThvSyxHGwKR8IyiBY/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JKfSswzWOgDxQfES9qgcBLX3kUCTP4exvA9sYQhxvXM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JKfSswzWOgDxQfES9qgcBLX3kUCTP4exvA9sYQhxvXM/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HRlP5nkpI3owUNuA7kMHtE5ME_CeD0lA/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yG4iD8p1myifmGZaD3m-p2W8_FhPu4lB/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b4MANdiovhFb0TzXogOmEiOn5jNCeiCB/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b4MANdiovhFb0TzXogOmEiOn5jNCeiCB/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GlwQhMU3ooUnJGDWgCWxDvuxzNyqd9mHyIqRA_SilCE/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NyY7y901WYWwP1WX2kyMBKauwxg3qJPiClDQdBf1MpQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BRmxbPtaDEP6Zstrta6lu8XHAvq6fup2e2nE5-Ssk_U/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y1X-nuD2UIcTalngIk6Gm5hoUMpK1DhJWrw_IbyDkpg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13Ue8jen3phQMhQLBbwW-mm_7Tk2k4vRbbqe-EIBYxLQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IhrgsBw2AcaqtR1gQcubbxeXVDTxXkSiO14eUUjwPE0/edit?usp=sharing


 

Sheet ➔​ 8.4 Participate in independent 
reading clubs 

Grammar Terms                                            Writing Terms Literary Terms                                                     Embedded Vocabulary 

●​ comma splice 
●​ run-on 
●​ independent clause 

●​ claim 
●​ evidence 
●​ explanation 

●​ tone 
●​ speaker 
●​ line 
●​ stanza 
●​ rhythm 
●​ rhyme scheme 
●​ repetition 
●​ imagery 
●​ juxtaposition 
●​ extended metaphor 

●​ deter 
●​ dispel 
●​ reclaim 
●​ commend 
●​ falter 
●​ improbable 
●​ unconquerable 
●​ wrath 
●​ loom 
●​ menace 

 

 

Bundle 3:  Composition 

Bundle Description:  In Bundle 3, students will compose a multi-paragraph essay by following the steps of the writing process and selecting evidence from 
various texts to support their ideas.   
 
Recommended Prompt: In this unit, you have read three poems in which individuals convey messages about courage. Write an essay comparing and 
contrasting how two poets convey their messages.  (See other optional prompts in the Resources.) 
 
Pacing:  8 days  *includes 3 days for intervention and/or extension 

TEKS Addressed in this Bundle (Q1) Check for Understanding (Q2) 

➔​ 8.6(C) use text evidence to support an appropriate response;(R) 
➔​ 8.10(A) plan a first draft by selecting a genre appropriate for a 

particular topic, purpose, and audience using a range of 
strategies such as discussion, background reading, 

➔​ and personal interests 
➔​ 8.10(B) Develop drafts into a focused, structured, and coherent 

piece of writing 
➔​ 8.10(Bi) organizing with purposeful structure, including an 

introduction, transitions, coherence within and across 
paragraphs, and a conclusion (R) 

➔​ 8.10(C) Revise drafts for clarity, development, organization, style, 
word choice, and sentence variety. (R) 

CFAs (essential standards)-Bank provided for campuses to create their own 
CFA in Mastery Connect 
➔​ 8.11B  Clear thesis statement 
➔​ 8.10Bi Complete an MPO 
➔​ 8.10C  Combine sentences  
➔​ 8.10Dvi Punctuate Complex Sentences 

 
Informal CFUs (exit tickets, writing conferences, etc.)-Recommended TEKS for 
PLTs to create common formative assessments.  
➔​ 8.6C (appropriate evidence) 
➔​ 8.10B (develop a draft) 

Activities  Resources 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BRmxbPtaDEP6Zstrta6lu8XHAvq6fup2e2nE5-Ssk_U/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1x1fl1Y33qp5NCXAiEofqCcxSPugLj8kwu_9dxdy3D-k/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1x1fl1Y33qp5NCXAiEofqCcxSPugLj8kwu_9dxdy3D-k/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iO9m2fvqL3M3zKsg7IhOtufpEqtHyyUwTitfHTdte20/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-H3P__RtpOH3VewF5vQBhp034WKJM9immmJwD4cTdm0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bP_A97Bk8niA9k_mH6XwdtL4b1qtR3j18J6rc0kdIAg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11s-CEycofFsLQVwZthF3xiwPYPD6lw4aoFs0BoGDQ2Q/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/164XKEH4Jcs48e_ojcMa6bCR75fm92VGz/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1F5uMo3gnslMo6r2bnzAzWVyt_xUFEw9EmjXzBETVmz8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xLEMmrt1TxMOiPe7qJU56-VVgyo-oSTXeJctGz4x9kU/edit


 

➔​ 8.10(Di) Edit drafts using standard English conventions, including 
complete complex sentences with subject-verb agreement and 
avoidance of splices, run-ons, and fragments. (R) 

➔​ 8.10(Dvi) Edit drafts using standard English conventions, 
including punctuation, including commas in nonrestrictive 
phrases and clauses, semicolons, colons, and parentheses (S) 

➔​ 8.11(B) Compose informational texts, including multi-paragraph 
essays that convey information about a topic, using a clear 
controlling idea or thesis statement and genre characteristics 
and craft. (R) 

➔​ Plan an Essay MPO-4.pdf
➔​ Punctuating Complex 

Sentence IXL 8.10(Dvi) 
 

 

➔​ Multi-paragraph informational 
essay (ECR) & Possible 
Prompts 8.6C & 8.11(B)  

➔​ The Writing Process (Review) 
8.10(A-D) 

➔​ Scaffolds for The Writing 
Process 8.10(A-D) 

➔​ Exemplar Essays 
➔​ ECR Rubric 
➔​ TWR Sentence Combining 

8.10C Example 
◆​ Punctuating Complex 

Sentences Resource 
IXL 

➔​ Sentence Variation (4 ways)  
8.10C 

➔​ PoP Slide Deck for Starting 
with Subordinators 8.10Dvi 

I Can Statements 

​ I can use text evidence to support an appropriate response. 8.6C 
​ I can identify and explain a writing prompt. 8.10(A) 
​ I can identify a clear thesis statement. 8.11(B) 
​ I can draft a clear thesis statement for an essay. 8.11(B) 
​ I can draft body paragraphs for an essay. 8.10(Bi) 
​ I can draft a conclusion for an essay. 8.10(Bi) 
​ I can punctuate a complex sentence correctly. 8.10(Dvi) 
​ I can combine sentences using subordinating conjunctions. 
8.10(C) 

Additional Practice  (Q3) Challenge  (Q4) 

➔​ MPO 3-Paragraph ECR 
➔​ exemplar essay (medium 

level) 
➔​ expanding ideas 8.11C 
➔​ Compound and Complex 

Sentences 

➔​ Challenge Choice Boards 
➔​ 8.4 Independent Reading 

Club 
 

 

Grammar Terms                                            Writing Terms Literary Terms                                                     Embedded Vocabulary 

●​ subordinating conjunction 
●​ complex sentence 
●​ independent clause 
●​ dependent clause 
●​ comma 
●​ semicolon 
●​ fragment 
●​ run-on 

●​ revise 
●​ edit 
●​ thesis 
●​ body paragraph 
●​ conclusion 
●​ introduction 
●​ coherence 

(no new terms) (no new terms) 

  

 
 

 
Bundle 4: Assessment and Application 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/164XKEH4Jcs48e_ojcMa6bCR75fm92VGz/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I6bkE5_UGGaiK-DQCN7bmwshHtqdancCwfKmiu53mA8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12p89tKhZZBtloegm07oAAYzZBlJyHOpPY1RGr_7KvSg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DaWymn02UN5hvSd2q3Q_znrbK6VDOfg4MRZdhla0pTs/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/use-semicolons-and-commas-to-separate-clauses?signInRedirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ixl.com%2Fsignin%2Fpasadenaisd
https://www.ixl.com/ela/grade-8/use-semicolons-and-commas-to-separate-clauses?signInRedirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ixl.com%2Fsignin%2Fpasadenaisd
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V6iNGAIYYIZbvcJwKfxucZdfhtWym-J7uVldYGKoyN8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V6iNGAIYYIZbvcJwKfxucZdfhtWym-J7uVldYGKoyN8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V6iNGAIYYIZbvcJwKfxucZdfhtWym-J7uVldYGKoyN8/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1fBmI967rDSHXH_lQPYpEK8zAPLhS4Fz3IpWWvkYmlBY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PtFjAkuYt7fY8QBVfZ5E3MR-NPV15iSaMWJEZ5reOmk/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PtFjAkuYt7fY8QBVfZ5E3MR-NPV15iSaMWJEZ5reOmk/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eMMs4IRS02NbUbjy2dqu5G5lrql-mzeaig7R2eBsa_0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kvLH-36h5nEu7wLtOOsPMp3oN2bC9TuVTaLWip6KnPc/edit
https://www.thewritingrevolution.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Spring-SentenceCombining.pdf
https://www.thewritingrevolution.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Spring-SentenceCombining.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IHhHbHBFGqsbaeRBrybjggB6fZOzeoiKZuRi6jj1rt8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IHhHbHBFGqsbaeRBrybjggB6fZOzeoiKZuRi6jj1rt8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IHhHbHBFGqsbaeRBrybjggB6fZOzeoiKZuRi6jj1rt8/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S0uBnozSzwDmhHevzJZ8ckJckMv7tIX1/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1FGevVr6TP8XTMHj46r6gUggGsCit9LmgS1VTu1WDdIo/edit#slide=id.g5d3d23571b_0_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1FGevVr6TP8XTMHj46r6gUggGsCit9LmgS1VTu1WDdIo/edit#slide=id.g5d3d23571b_0_0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I8GBa_4nnkjauLD9XIR1u10aLUVgyLAr/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eMMs4IRS02NbUbjy2dqu5G5lrql-mzeaig7R2eBsa_0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hBb1G0QHgyaiNd4YntWMWcxL4X3Kd2SfpxeB4yBwHb0/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15oT-oRBtw7k-o0QdXXyfMVsM6ExN0syC/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15oT-oRBtw7k-o0QdXXyfMVsM6ExN0syC/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y1X-nuD2UIcTalngIk6Gm5hoUMpK1DhJWrw_IbyDkpg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PQUub1PYByzh77g6Fziu2Xhs8z6Xm5Fp3GY_dsI9rrU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PQUub1PYByzh77g6Fziu2Xhs8z6Xm5Fp3GY_dsI9rrU/edit?usp=sharing


 

Target/Bundle Description:  In Bundle 4, students will demonstrate mastery of standards by taking a summative assessment.  Then they will apply new 
learning to a thematic performance task that explores the essential questions. 
 
Pacing:  4 days (includes time for intervention and/or extension) 

TEKS Addressed in this Bundle (Q1) Check for Understanding (Q2) 

[Blueprint] End of Unit Assessment (TEKS) 
 
Optional Performance Tasks: 
Original Poem 
➔​ 8.9(D) Describe how the author's use of figurative language such 

as extended metaphor achieves specific purposes (S) 
◆​ 8.11(A) Compose literary texts such as personal 

narratives, fiction, and poetry using genre 
characteristics and craft (S) 

Literary Analysis Presentation 
➔​ 8.7(B)  Analyze how character motivations and behaviors 

influence events and resolution of the conflict (R) 
➔​ 8.9(A) Explain the author’s purpose and message within a text (R) 

◆​ 8.12(j) Use an appropriate mode of delivery, whether 
written, or, or multimodal, to present results 

Short Story (Sequel) 
➔​ 8.7(B)  Analyze how character motivations and behaviors 

influence events and resolution of the conflict (R) 
➔​ 8.11(A) Compose literary texts such as personal 

narratives, fiction, and poetry using genre 
characteristics and craft (S) 

Personal Narrative 
➔​ 8.7(B)  Analyze how character motivations and behaviors 

influence events and resolution of the conflict (R) 
◆​ 8.11(A) Compose literary texts such as personal 

narratives, fiction, and poetry using genre 
characteristics and craft (S) 

District Recommended End of Unit Assessment 
(with optional SCR) 

 

Activities  Resources 

➔​ Compose a Poem about 
Courage 8.9(D), 8.11(A) 

➔​ Present Literary Analysis with 
a Partner  Teacher Copy 
8.7(B), 8.9(A) 

➔​ Write a sequel to They Might 
Be Dangerous 8.7(B), 8.11(A) 

➔​ Compose a Personal 
Narrative 8.7(B), 8.11(A)  

➔​ Original Poem Rubric 
➔​ Literary Analysis Rubric 
➔​ Sequel Rubric 
➔​ Possible Narrative Prompts 

◆​ Elements of a 
personal narrative 

◆​ Brainstorming a 
personal narrative 

◆​ Personal Narrative 
Rubric 

Additional Practice  (Q3) Challenge  (Q4) 

N/A 
 
 

➔​ Challenge Choice Boards 
➔​ Independent Reading Club 

I Can Statements 

Optional Performance Tasks: 
​ I can compose a poem that uses figurative language to achieve 

a specific purpose. 
​ I can analyze a story to explain how characters influence events 

in the plot. 
​ I can compose a sequel to a short story that includes the falling 

action and a resolution to the conflict. 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EMN8MbkGZgfnvHFyKLLWNJELmi77wkYwJ00uApqI9Ag/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10fK3f4sGSZh8m8OWPu_lIdYHdsA-oh-1BTusPJWp6lI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1f_cvPzN0QCBhI69OZE4BijjPvmBOQRUR9GnLEcyzZj8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kvPVw364Pfplm7MnQR1xBXEdIl95ZxjX8da-ZwtNwa4/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E9lxuJtrQj07qA0STtZpTnjzqNEt58XV/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.texasgateway.org/resource/prewriting-and-planning-personal-narratives
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1W1pU-ii6lHDL_Qnr23LRogX72AbAna1fMWZIAg8ZD6M/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10fK3f4sGSZh8m8OWPu_lIdYHdsA-oh-1BTusPJWp6lI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10fK3f4sGSZh8m8OWPu_lIdYHdsA-oh-1BTusPJWp6lI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1f_cvPzN0QCBhI69OZE4BijjPvmBOQRUR9GnLEcyzZj8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1f_cvPzN0QCBhI69OZE4BijjPvmBOQRUR9GnLEcyzZj8/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O8hSGtu14P3yoU-ImIIdeDwTld2ZJKpR/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O8hSGtu14P3yoU-ImIIdeDwTld2ZJKpR/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1xxejEYcWGKfMlKoL9HFuZZQjk6-kboU4HBvK5uqyuo0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1xxejEYcWGKfMlKoL9HFuZZQjk6-kboU4HBvK5uqyuo0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1omGh5si41V2goPWOJCs-OcquKcyqxwwcdacqFpiy2eQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xoxjuaZ-xIVuh77wnok9yGJf9gAtyy-lvfDD7427EZQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HVK3WNIB0kYn1WkpyYLpfxFPWJYamvNxtUK3NIxfNp4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xxejEYcWGKfMlKoL9HFuZZQjk6-kboU4HBvK5uqyuo0/edit
https://jukebox.esc13.net/vgcdeveloper/TEW/handouts/TALAW_Handouts_L5S4.pdf?ref=freedomonthemove.org
https://jukebox.esc13.net/vgcdeveloper/TEW/handouts/TALAW_Handouts_L5S4.pdf?ref=freedomonthemove.org
https://www.texasgateway.org/resource/prewriting-and-planning-personal-narratives
https://www.texasgateway.org/resource/prewriting-and-planning-personal-narratives
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Qd3Dyv6UuiDCqaHvhXbChEmajrWUFHZqsD4YAHjwC0Y/edit#heading=h.l60gl2brgh1g
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Qd3Dyv6UuiDCqaHvhXbChEmajrWUFHZqsD4YAHjwC0Y/edit#heading=h.l60gl2brgh1g
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y1X-nuD2UIcTalngIk6Gm5hoUMpK1DhJWrw_IbyDkpg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PQUub1PYByzh77g6Fziu2Xhs8z6Xm5Fp3GY_dsI9rrU/edit?usp=sharing


 

​ I can compose a personal narrative that has a clearly defined 
focus, interesting details and dialogue, and a logical sequence 
of events. 

Grammar Terms                                            Writing Terms Literary Terms                                                     Embedded Vocabulary 

No new terms No new terms No new terms No new terms 
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