+7s. Push-button Irrigation

FHILATELISTS bave their stueps
and numismatists have their coimns
John Evanson has his electrieity

Amps and volts and transformers
have been the Taber, Alta irrigation
farmer's hobiby for as far back as he
CAn e III}'l'l.

Trouble is. he's never had moch
chance to indulge Limse! o thinges
electrical until recently, Now that his
505 Dale, Jerold, Thomas and
Leif — are king over as John e
out of the Lumily operation, he's final-
|}' found the time to follow upon i oot
of his dreams and one of them is
push-button irrigation.
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J;'PIJII and his sons still Tl prpe,
pr-imr' [HIm s, clean screens na
check fuel levels, But on 480 of the
1200 acres they seed annually (900
wrrigated), getting water onto crops
entails little more than pushine o
button in & small open-tront shed
that houses 2 electrically drven tur
bines The shed still houses one pas-
powered pump and the Evansons
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have conventional pomps elsewhere.
But Joho's plan is 1o install electrice
turbines across the Bivm eventually
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| i Lk cire of
all this baned right here (3 iuarters)
where before 1 owas always mnning
back and torth. When Tdesigned this,
I tricd to climinate all the headaches
Ud had over the vews.”

The Fayansons ose wheel moves to
irrigibe SN acres of sugar beets, soll
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wheat and triticale are grown on the
JUH) lil'_\ land acres
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For John Evanson, one of the big attractions of his electrically-powered turbine
pumps is their low maintenance requirement. These units supply 480 acres

il

really valuable land now — it's 2 good
sandy soil, drinns well and doesn't
alkali ”

The: water they tse comes trom a
canal that's part of southern Alberta's
It flow

fnfe a settling F|r1r1r| r'|1_'[iI ||r-f|'i_|p<| '1”

extensive dirngalion system

tuchine shed, then spills over a lip
being dr
|h!".=1IL']L a series of s FETLs, th:
thee turbines and pipe, and finally
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onto the ¢ (EITNE

e combanation of settling promd
I|I'i SO s ;l-:'l il.lc! H E"T['(i!l r.lllll
clivet on sprkler Life and almos
chimnated th liabwor I'!"l"II'Tl.".i to
check conventional
pumps, Although sepavators clean
diteh water to a degr they can't
beat the settling JHOT prtlil{'}h SavS
John

“Wensed to wear out some sprink-
lers i fess than wimonth,” he recalls
“Sinee we've had the \|‘1IJr|l];|_l' ™ |
we haven't had a nozele plog up in 2
vears
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(¥ course, f-|r'c"tr't{'|t:\' s real appeal
1= the maintenance factor,

The thing 1 really like about ele
is that vou dan't have as much
vou don’t have to
worry about @t as much ™

tracily

el e panee

Thal's not fo say .‘||\ new svstem |
worry-tree,

“You 1|\.\:1‘_\\ have to wiatch out for
some things — a pMpe llliL:Il.! blow or a
latch can break — but I'm going to
install Ll)\’-'-pri!.‘u_\ltl't‘ controls that wall
shut down evervthing if something
breaks,” says John,

From a cost standpoint, he con
lesses he's never compared any foesil
el with electricity., Noting  that
crery prices keep going higher, L

bpres operational couds are com

jravabile

Foslon sovs Biese somis e st e takeono
Phale, fow
one, cehoes his Bher s enthimsiasim

with the torbunwe as he s

s veally pice to go push a button
and have it all primed and ready to
2o, he says. TIEs alot more efficient
and easier to run than a £as motor,

I)Lill".‘r kl‘l'“ (4044 !Ill' ]H“'—Ill:iilllr--
matnee feature, too,

“Those turbine pumps with ele
Iric motars are probably going 1o be
minntenance -dree Toe abont 25 vears

A s molor may ron bor 2000 hoes
(3 wisrs! looking ot
li‘l!].?{'lflll' rngs  and |3|-.|r|,|g-< and
overhanhog it completely”

before vou'e

Its the efficiency factor that pes
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