Course Name: Criminal Law Semester: TBD
Course Section: Section 10: Criminal case sentencing and | Duration of this course section:
post-trial 15 hours

PLC Question One: What do we want all students to know and be able to do?

Objectives covered from the course outline:

° Objective 1: Demonstrate an understanding of the sentence phase in a criminal case.
° Objective 2: Describe plea agreements and how they are used in a criminal case.
° Objective 3: Describe how a criminal appeal operates and its outcomes.

Supporting Objectives (if any):

° Teachers will reference their own local and state education standards to identify
supporting standards that may apply to the course

Essential Questions:

What factors influence sentencing decisions in criminal cases?

How do disparities in sentencing impact the criminal justice system?

What options are available for defendants in post-trial proceedings?

What are the long-term consequences of criminal convictions beyond the imposed sentence?

Student-Friendly Learning Targets (*Learning Targets are based on the “Competencies” in the
course outline):
Understanding the Basics

° | can define what constitutes a crime and differentiate between civil and criminal law.
° | can identify the elements of a crime, including actus reus and mens rea.

Exploring Criminal Offenses

° | can classify different types of criminal offenses, such as misdemeanors and felonies.
° | can explain the significance of specific criminal offenses in society, such as theft, assault, and
drug-related crimes.

Understanding Legal Principles

° | can describe the concepts of intent, motive, and causation in relation to criminal law.
° | can explain the principle of presumption of innocence and the burden of proof in criminal cases.

Examining Criminal Procedure

° | can outline the steps involved in the criminal justice process, from investigation to trial.
° | can identify the roles of key actors in the criminal justice system, including police officers,
prosecutors, defense attorneys, judges, and jurors.

Analyzing Rights and Protections




° | can identify constitutional rights afforded to individuals accused of crimes, such as the right to
remain silent and the right to legal counsel.

° | can explain how the Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, and Eighth Amendments protect the rights of individuals
in criminal cases.

Understanding Punishment and Sentencing

° | can describe different types of criminal punishments, including fines, probation, and
incarceration.
° | can explain factors that influence sentencing decisions, such as the severity of the offense and

the defendant's criminal history.

Essential Vocabulary

Key Academic Vocabulary:

° Sentencing, Judge, Prosecutor. Defense Attorney, Jury, Mitigating Circumstances, Aggravating
Circumstances, Plea Bargaining, Incarceration, Probation, Restorative Justice, Jurisdiction, Appeal,
Appellate court, and precedent.

Scaffolded/Review Academic Vocabulary:
Post-Trial, Appellate, Appeal, Mitigating Circumstances, Aggravating Factors, Parole, Probation, Habeas
Corpus, and Retrial.

PLC Question Two: How will we know when students have learned?

Assessment and Evidence

° Quizzes

° Case studies

° Written assignments
° Group discussions

Classroom Assessments:

Proficiency Scales

Score 4.0 The student will:

1) Demonstrates a comprehensive understanding of sentencing considerations and
post-trial proceedings in criminal cases.

2) Analyzes complex legal concepts and applies them effectively to real-world
scenarios.

3) Engages in critical discussions, offering insightful perspectives and contributing
to the depth of conversation.

4) Consistently applies legal reasoning and evidence to support arguments and
conclusions.




5) Exhibits advanced critical thinking skills and synthesizes information from
multiple sources to form well-reasoned opinions.

Score 3.0 The student will:

proceedings in criminal cases.

defendants.

forming reasoned judgments

1) Displays a solid understanding of sentencing considerations and post-trial
2) Identifies key factors influencing sentencing decisions and post-trial options for

3) Participates actively in discussions, providing thoughtful contributions and
demonstrating an ability to analyze case studies.
4) Applies legal principles and concepts accurately to hypothetical scenarios, with
minimal errors or misconceptions.

5) Demonstrates effective critical thinking skills in evaluating information and

Score 2.0 The student will:

proceedings in criminal cases.

require prompting to fully engage.

1) Shows a basic understanding of sentencing considerations and post-trial

2) Identifies some factors influencing sentencing decisions and post-trial options for
defendants, but may overlook key details.
3) Participates in discussions, but contributions may lack depth or clarity, and may

4) Demonstrates some ability to apply legal principles to hypothetical scenarios, but
may struggle with complexity or nuance.
5) Begins to demonstrate emerging critical thinking skills, but may rely on
surface-level analysis or generalizations.

Planning Question: How will teachers facilitate the learning?

Lesson Outline

Engagement and
Application

Links to lesson
materials and

resources

Vocabulary Introduction

Segment #1
Time - 60 minutes

Opening/Sponge/Motivator: (20) Min
° Discuss and explain the stages of the
criminal justice process leading to sentencing:

investigation, arrest, charging, trial, and conviction.

° Sentence scavenger hunt:
B "Sentence Scavenger Hunt"

Activity (20) Min
° Reading Comprehension Assignment:

How are students
being engaged?

° Encourage
students to discuss and
question important
points or unfamiliar
words.

How are students
using/applying what

they learn?
° Students may

relate the content to

Internet access



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bx3C_Bbdj7XV8UQBw-R569-KkYu2qhSEVpG2lEwjVbg/edit?usp=sharing

“Sentencing in a criminal case”

B 2024 Criminal Law Sentencing in a criminal c...
° Think-Pair-Share Activity

Think: Students write down what they think the
criminal sentences should be for individual crimes.
° Think-Pair-Share instructions:

B Segment #1 activity instructions

Assessment (15) Min

° Discuss case studies of real-life criminal
cases and have students reasonably determine the
sentence.

° Case study instructions
B Case Study examples and instructions

° Discussion rubric
B Segment #1 discussion rubric (1).pdf

Closure (5) Min
° Exit ticket:

Discuss with and ask students why the sentences
differed between the share pair activity and the real
life criminal cases? What is the hardest part of
determining a person’s sentence?

hypothetical crimes and
sentences.

Segment #2

Time -60 Min
Opening/Sponge/Motivator- (15) Min
° Introduce Criminal Case Sentencing and

discuss the goals of sentencing.

Sentence scramble activity

B Sponge Activity: "Sentence Scramble"

Activity - (30) min
° Invite a guest speaker from a local advocacy
organization to discuss real-world applications of
victim impact statements.

or
° Watch “Talking to survivors about victims
impact statements” and discuss afterwards.
o Toolkit Tutorial: Victim Impact Statements
° Activity instructions:
B Discussion on victim impact statements

° Discussion Rubric
B Segment #2 discussion rubric.pdf

How are students

being engaged?
° Group discussion

How are students
using/applying what

they learn?
° Students will be

able to compare real life
sentences to what they
have learned.

Internet access.



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1a-m1Ybikta_ggS0uG2bh7j60ltEG8qgaKKFxQ-w3UCE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aqHz94lBcm3C8hBJD3P1hCEIEHu5965h9KvCKbZXaBc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kgU8mauq46zuyXC3ZkkaDl5vfkn6-FtscZ6d4harJPw/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sQdxpX878uGlcn-kJ5iSw4JKfcpZ0_5N/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1W7j_HCWgGm2A-9USpufPFQXdHjOKMwjGRumTSia71O8/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2BC2c_otFDM
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1P4D-CktS0vRoOw4ACtY4PgUzpDikcU4px_Meue5HcVc/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xl5ukny0-OV1JPjDouXYn_7Y9DAhG4Q9/view?usp=drive_link

Assessment (10) min

° Ten (10) question quiz on victim’s impact
statements.:

B Quiz: Victim Impact Statements

Closure - (5) min
° Exit Ticket:
Ask students how important is the
sentencing aspect in the criminal justice
system?
Ask students about the effects of the victim
impact statements on the criminal justice
system.
B The effects of victim impact statements

Segment #3
Time -60 Min
Opening/Sponge/Motivator (15) min

° Explain the factors Influencing sentencing
decisions

° Discuss the role of aggravating and
mitigating circumstances.

° Activity: Sentencing sentinels

B "Sentence Sentinels"

Activity -(20) min

° Students research and verbally present on a
famous criminal case, discussing the sentencing
decision and its alignment with the goals of
sentencing.

° Activity instructions:

B Famous case sentencing activity instructions

° Discussion Rubric
B Segment #3 discussion rubric.pdf

Assessment (20) min

° Students will choose a real-world case and
write a brief recommending an appropriate
sentence based on the principles learned in this
lesson.

° Instructions and grading criteria:

B Case Study Brief: Sentencing Recommendation

How are students

being engaged?
° Group

discussions

How are students
using/applying what

they learn?
° Using case

studies and reflection on
how sentences are
constructed.

° Internet access
° Mitigating
factors:

B Mitigating Factors



https://docs.google.com/document/d/12A8jaPk_wMLSM37ElE4CcHdKNgKUcsE2K7i6GA7sLNE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QbYU_Kw35-0B1Jv4pVXnGWu61V018_q1DKon4auOheg/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16Sh-5ovUYc0jol6AT4OpNlH8yuqpBoAiQLABYo9hHs0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nTONMux4CITNc5ynpLzkaXQPBYJInoFhmSPJtz2Ky7U/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xl5ukny0-OV1JPjDouXYn_7Y9DAhG4Q9/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15Tt_bwC7mUmCDmuCKnDfuzuSKapih1QlEjSPa6T8GBI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12VmQKkGLprn9zqeEAxV1qK_myVHijMZ2dlsXJUcrmVk/edit?usp=sharing

Closure- (5) min

° Exit ticket: Ask students to name one
mitigating factor considered for sentencing, and
explain the impact.

° B Mitigating Factors

Segment #4
Time -60 Min
Opening/Sponge/Motivator -20 min

° Explain what mandatory minimum sentences
are.

° Define mandatory minimum sentences.

° Activity mandatory minimum sentence
Debate

B Activity: "Mandatory Minimum Sentence Deba...

Activity -15 min

° Case study

B Mandatory Minimum Real-Life Case Studies:
Assessment -20 min

° Group positional debate

B Debate mandatory minimum instructions

° Debate rubric

B Segment #4 discussion rubric.pdf

Closure- (5) min

° Exit ticket:

Ask students if they believe mandatory minimum
sentences effectively achieve their intended goals?
Why or why not?

How are students
being engaged?

° Group
discussions and case
studies.

How are students
using/applying what

they learn?
° Using case

studies and reflection on
how mandatory
minimum sentences
effect plea agreements.

° Internet access
° Read the
Federal Gun
mandatory minimum
penalties:

° Report-At-A-Gla

nce: Federal Gun
Mandatory Minimum
Penalties

Segment #5
Time -60 Min

Opening/Sponge/Motivator- (15) min

° Introduce sentencing guidelines and grids.
° Discuss the flexibility and limitations of
sentencing guidelines.

° "Grid System Challenge"
B "Grid System Challenge":

Activity -(20) min

How are students
being engaged?
° Case study
analyzing and
discussion.

How are students
using/applying what

they learn?
° Students are

able to see case studies
and view a sentencing

° Internet access.
° Read/look at
the sentencing chart
below:

B sentencing-guidel...



https://docs.google.com/document/d/12VmQKkGLprn9zqeEAxV1qK_myVHijMZ2dlsXJUcrmVk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G-vxStbJWbiAN7Ue-sSBMz9Jy1wwSOa3KY6fgqO3-Ic/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_tKnWfRAPyQqyfZM9zrwdD80CboJAtEGKr01S5KWjHw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10fMvBefxIDNThAKXP4QTcSV2QGdS0YtdOOWs6wvtp4Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1i27AhjpZ4rfKlWFTOkpbBYDk8zC7iJaz/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gXT5nhCCjvI0NLXU4LRpQc3AgsZIG0Gk8UHpNqEIy0Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11YZRTNArEcCiYUGxDnAioJYkyL2lC8Uz/view?usp=sharing
https://www.ussc.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/research-and-publications/backgrounders/RG-gun-mm.PDF
https://www.ussc.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/research-and-publications/backgrounders/RG-gun-mm.PDF
https://www.ussc.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/research-and-publications/backgrounders/RG-gun-mm.PDF
https://www.ussc.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/research-and-publications/backgrounders/RG-gun-mm.PDF

° Case study
° B Sentencing guidelines and grids are to...

Assessment-(20) min

° Groups:discussion: Assign each group
specific arguments or perspectives to research and
consider in the sentencing process.

° Instructions and grading:

B Group Discussion: Sentencing Decisions

Closure - 5 min
° Exit Ticket:
° Ask students how sentencing guidelines and

grids impact individuals differently based on factors
such as race, socioeconomic status, or geographic
location?

chart to compete the
understanding of the
concept of the
guidelines.

Segment #6
Time -60 Min break into multiple classes

Opening/Sponge/Motivator- (20) min

° Discuss and define restorative justice and
alternative sentencing.

° Explore the principles and goals of
restorative justice.

° Restorative Justice Circle
B Restorative Justice Circle:

Activity -(10) min

° Facilitate a large group discussion,
encouraging students to engage with different
perspectives and debate the merits and drawbacks
of restorative justice and alternative sentencing
methods.

° Instructions:
B Group discussion on restorative justice and al...
° Discussion Rubric

& Segment #6 discussion rubric.pdf

Assessment -(25) min

How are students
being engaged?

° Case studies and
group discussions.

How are students
using/applying what

they learn?
° Students can

reflect on restorative
justice examples that
have occurred in their
own life. Parenting
discipline is a good self
example.

° Internet access.
° Restorative
Justice case studies:
B Restorative justic...



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GvfsMbcw06sTIxjfIQaE0pe-A-X9fLA-PzdY57k4FZk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nArpxhi-QMO1_XReAipdYLXzf-_oeHoNXwD28ZY3zFI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19V9Df8Xl8UawftAUTJDkCFNDItnjLBc9WhSUKjW5h3Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CCi2LZAWWzDomEzU50QTQ6BOzzyuLs0mD1tXygCAn8Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xG2YVcIDHVXU-hO1zhSQzUqKKzXjhZim/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1a1uWf6xAfJZrxRJQY3x62Yljr5dA1CLmHxc94OHbTyA/edit?usp=sharing

° Have students create a Public Service
Announcement video highlighting the benefits of
restorative justice.

° Instructions and grading:
B Public Service Announcement Video Project

Closure -(5) min

° Ask students to reflect individually on what
they've learned about restorative justice and
alternative sentencing methods.

Segment #7
Time -60 Min
Opening/Sponge/Motivator -(10) min
° Describe when and how enhanced
sentences such as life without parole and the death
penalty are used in the United States.
° Thoughts on the death penalty
B Thoughts on the death penalty
Activity -(25) min
° Case studies
° B Death penalty case studies

Assessment- (20) min

° Using the case studies: Conduct a structured
debate about the death penalty, with each group
presenting their arguments and responding to
counter arguments from the opposing side.

° Instructions:

B The Death Penalty: A Structured Debate

° Debate Rubric

B Death Penalty debate rubric.pdf

Closure -5 min

° Exit ticket:

Ask each student what their stance or belief is on
the death penalty sentence. Dive into why they
support or oppose.

How are students
being engaged?

° Case studies and
group discussion

How are students
using/applying what

they learn?
° Students can see

case studies and apply
principles to cases in
their local area.

° Internet access.
° Whiteboard or
chalkboard

° Watch a short
video on the Death
penalty being decided
for Chad Daybell

© Death penalty bei...

Segment #8
Time -60 Min

Opening/Sponge/Motivator -(20) min

How ar n
being engaged?
° Case studies and
group discussion

° Internet access.
° Laptop for
writing

° Watch a short
video: Alex Murdaugh



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1j9M7cKsgPZXYtdjx1kfGgu_ODQ5EnkWP5hBKq7t1XmM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RfBqsOZLnFD4qPTfiWGbacM85_gScg0bzbGWpLQ2fCc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FV2jcVKFnCGChnNl4X97n6Zlb-aMiUWPjaXYIfJPsrs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WKOyXQ2sUSNWxxLNQHNnkg56bSkyYwJTz5U6fenjqRg/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kZXsdsuFSW5Wg8sZmrdEDQ93tY_VX71l/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZLUGP-yJeCY&list=RDNSZLUGP-yJeCY&start_radio=1

° Explain the different circumstances that
evidence that is admissible during sentencing vs
during trial

° Discuss the importance of evidence in the
legal system and its role in ensuring fair and just
trial outcomes.

° Evidence “types” exercise

B Evidence Types:

Activity -(15) min
° Case Studies:
° B Case studies illustrating the differentiat...

Assessment -(20) min

° Have students write a brief reflection on the
differentiation between trial and sentencing
evidence based on one of the case studies
discussed.

° Reflection instructions:
B Trial versus sentencing evidence reflection
° Reflection Rubric

& Trial versus sentencing evidence rubric.pdf

Closure -(5) min

° Exit ticket:

° Read this Case Study: Emily, a
19-year-old college student, has been charged
with shoplifting $100 worth of merchandise from a
local store. She has no prior criminal record and is
willing to participate in a restorative justice program
to make amends.

° Question the students: Would you
recommend restorative justice or traditional
sentencing (e.g., fines, community service,
imprisonment) for Emily's case? Please provide a
brief explanation for your answer.

How are students
using/applying what

they learn?
° Students can see

case studies and apply
post trial evidentiary
principles to cases in
their local area.

Chuckles as Judge
Locks Him Up for
Financial Crimes

O Alex Murdaugh C...

Segment #9
Time -(60) Min
Opening/Sponge/Motivator- (15) min
° Explain what parole is and how it is used in
the US justice system.
° Which ones deserve to be paroled?

B Parole activity

Activity -(20) min

° Case Studies:

° B Parole case studies

How are students
being engaged?

° Case studies and
group discussion

How are students
using/applying what

they learn?
° Students can see

case studies and apply

° Internet access.
° Whiteboard

° Watch a video
on a parole board
hearing.

° o Full video ...



https://docs.google.com/document/d/18VvjONisPnuszmDM-1pwwFkuUBDasVuL3pMmivSqS6I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qmxRfuEYAydCrLXLBY3vCaia_dWnZzZR9HDmeP0z3yo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1d6LtkgR45x3pcz0fmbERFSO69eiE1IeUApn0FJBqVdA/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zntk6RIuR2hD8xuc7N2RKtkPhAx73vqC/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=79hCA460t_o
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1W_qqqANO9iKapv4Lvmxts2TXJsUfybLt1goVDtU9bnk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hbuBwuQcSz8UnIlL2CeABsBGv8WnuBdUa-bH7B4-PTM/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X0-E-jkgMEA

Assessment -20 min

° Scenario: The following is a hypothetical
case study involving a parolee facing challenges
with complying with parole conditions.

° B Case Study: Alex's Parole Compliance ...

Discussion:

° Discuss the potential risk factors of a
parolee.
° Discussion instructions:

B Segment #9 Class discussion

° Discussion rubric:
B Segment #9 discussion rubric.pdf

Closure -(5) min

° Exit Ticket:

° Discuss with the students the effects of the
parole process on the parolee and society. How
can parolees stay successful (crime free) while on
parole.

decision making in
parole hearings to cases
in their local area.

Segment #10
Time -60 Min
Opening/Sponge/Motivator -(15) min
° Explain the purpose and function of a plea
agreement

Activity -(20) min

° Discuss the practical implications of plea
agreements on the criminal justice system,
including case processing, court efficiency, and
resource allocation.

° Explore criticisms of plea bargaining, such
as concerns about coercion, fairness, and
transparency.

° The Ethan Crumbley case activity

B The Ethan Crumbley Case Study

Assessment -(20) min

° Discuss scenarios that highlight ethical
issues faced by prosecutors, defense attorneys,
and defendants during plea negotiations.

° B Case studies: Ethical issues in plea ag...

How are students
being engaged?

° Case studies and
group discussion

How are students
using/applying what

they learn?
° Students can see

case studies and apply
post trial plea
agreements to cases in
their local area.

Internet access.
Laptop



https://docs.google.com/document/d/11HMKMa5ciRfe0PAjFONMP7m2qpQaL_V8xfLYyChNzWE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1F7nlqYvYk1feiSVkF5dUvxaBMeAfmsWET2UQ6K8XqmI/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VdKkPgdLBnNJVsIikoQI9LnSzD0T81eJ/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lRFvbqCVXjYu8vfyZ80Vgw-SMZgS78wxk5nme5ie3qs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eYpK1E9EomkU-3Ee1PsH6u6iQwzIrmVEifZXPzfFkZA/edit?usp=sharing

° Discussion rubric
& Segment #10 discussion rubric.pdf

Closure -(5) min

° Exit ticket:

° Ask students to explain the advantages and
disadvantages of making plea agreements.

Segment #11
Time -60 Min
Opening/Sponge/Motivator -(15) min
° Describe different ways that plea
agreements can be used to resolve a case
° Plea Bargain charades

B "Plea Bargain" charades:

Activity -(20) min
° Case Studies:
° B Case studies: plea agreement resoluti...

Assessment (20) Min

° Assignment Read:
Plea deal for serial killer who burned victims
° Compete the following:

B Serial killer plea agreement assignment

Closure: -(5) min

° Exit ticket:

Ask students of they feel that a plea agreement is
ok for a serial killer, and if so, how?

How are students
being engaged?

° Case studies and
group discussion

How are students
using/applying what

they learn?
° Students can see

case studies and apply
decision making in
parole hearings to cases
in their local area.

Laptop
Internet access

ment #12
Time -30 Min
pening/Sponge/Motivator-(10) min
° Discuss and describe the factors that are
considered when negotiating plea agreements
° Plea Agreement simulation
B "Plea Agreement Simulation"

Activity -(10) Min

° Case Studies:

° B Case studies: Factors considered in pl...
° Assignment: Factors to consider on plea
agreement:

B Plea bargain factors assignment

How ar n

being engaged?
° Case studies and

group discussion

How are students
using/applyving what

they learn?
° Students can see

case studies and apply
post trial factors
considered in plea
agreements.

Internet access
Laptop



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CD5CZgQ38ZjTMr-AHLuNp8GDgYaZt3DK/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G_82cQmJs8Z19dQFDAol_Zyzf6D5Sipio_kg2PPgxt4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1e5dMttpMXUjGI3wkbL0DWWmZoGC_S-aul4AhMwpwD-s/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vnVbLOOQl6AAuOqAn8ar9IufX_ECub_dYeg5BBxwyQA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v8pencZxoNeqwC54YB4sgYBkPrL_mCHBJOpMTHc3lMc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iCda9vh1AE16WqCM-_p4nzS0LREopmOELaGTpgZc9TY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1msLQSj3TsFboXnv1MlOhX8HJaK4Ei6Jh6qfNsqB0GF4/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.nbcnews.com/id/wbna13051659

Assessment -(5) min

° Participate in a role-play exercise simulating
plea negotiations, considering various factors
discussed in class.

° Instructions and scenarios:
B Role-play exercise plea agrements
° Role play scoring rubric

& Plea Agreement Role Play Rubric

Closure -(5) min

° Exit Ticket:

° Ask students what are some potential
benefits and drawbacks of entering into a plea
agreement?

Segment #13
Time -30 Min
Opening/Sponge/Motivator -(10) min
° Discuss and describe what types of trial
issues are appealable in our court systems.
° What is appealable?
B What is Appealable?
Activity -(10) min
° Case Studies:
° B Case studies: Appealable issues at trial

Assessment - (5) min

° Read: EXPLAINER: Why Bill Cosby’s
conviction was overturned

° EXPLAINER: Why Bill Cosby's conviction
was overturned | AP News

° Bill Cosby Assignment and grading.

E The overturned Conviction of Bill Cosby: Impli...
Closure -5 min

° Exit ticket:

° Ask students what aspect of appealable trial
issues do they find most interesting or
thought-provoking?

° Ask students how you think the appellate
review process contributes to the integrity and
fairness of the legal system?

How are students

being engaged?
° Case studies and

group discussion

How are students
using/applying what

they learn?
° Students can see

case studies and apply
trial issues that get
appealed.

Laptop
Internet access

Segment #14
Time -30 Min
Opening/Sponge/Motivator -(10) min
° Describe and discuss the differences
between the trial process from the appellate
hearing process.

How are students
being engaged?

° Case studies and
group discussion

Laptop
Internet access
Whiteboard



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YjWpo-h9tKQaH0HC4dDqCgsJhjQ2DNxznn4NRAxmcYI/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B5SW4EfVbminsk7FZqcxURB3EFP0INj8/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GUJFKxAK_7kr6eZvQcF_Oov8Otl2vJHS3Qr3Mq7YBR4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13fVCAVJwS3FnsvfJo5yE52T5DHSkpRi9Os1w3M0q0R0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OdK6qXs8xYXsA9HFBWv7lUxAeItLmhKgQ0Oux97PhAs/edit?usp=sharing
https://apnews.com/article/why-was-bill-cosby-conviction-overturned-2a65ec25c153fbd1c24b1c58a2b6e583
https://apnews.com/article/why-was-bill-cosby-conviction-overturned-2a65ec25c153fbd1c24b1c58a2b6e583

° Trial vs. Appeal Matching Cards:
& Trial vs Appeal Matching Card Game

Activity (5) min

° Watch a short movie on Trial versus the
appeal process.

° o How is an Appeal Different from a Trial?
° Discussion points:

B Trial versus appeals discussion points
Assessment - (10) min

° Have students write a brief reflection on the
differentiation between the trial and appellate
process.

° Instructions:

B Differentiation between the Trial and Appellat...
° Scoring Rubric

& Differentiation between the trial and appellate...
Closure -(5) min

° Exit ticket:

Ask the students to explain the similarities between
a trial and the appeal process? What are some
differences?

How are students
using/applying what

they learn?
° Students can

understand the
differences in the trial
and appellate court
processes. factors
considered in plea
agreements.

Segment #15

Time -60 Min

nin nge/Motivator -(20) min
° Explain the role of precedent in an appellate
case.
° Precedent mock trial
B Precedent Mock Trial:
Activity -(20) min
° Watch a short movie on: “Why is precedent
important in case law?”
° o Why is precedent important in case law?
° Case Studies:
° B Case Studies: Role of precedent in co...
Assessment -(15) min
° Appeal and precedent assessment includes

instructions and rubric.
B Assessment: Appeals and Precedent

Closure -(5) min

° Exit ticket:

Ask students to explain what some potential
consequences of not following precedent in criminal

How are students
being engaged?

° Case studies and
group discussion

How are students
using/applying what

they learn?
° Students can see

previous court cases
that used past precedent
to resolve and decide
issues.

° Laptop
° Internet access
° Court of appeals

cases (some are listed
in assessment).



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Xdj7AbLMhOnH2nd48BEx2pTmGSkujfSzuSm6yDtzZEo/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ET6ggOh6hNE
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RgP1ykp1vSphYgVuwmeEvjfMEjH8LhLjFx7usaJdejA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Vq5N42bkgwIi9BcjTpHLWzw0xZg08npyhin1nEfUKnU/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19cKC9zKmNSGOMHTzN6i2wwEOPsRoN9ix/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KAWgjOkbFk1dKt_gxevnlzwFVDyo2bZuXZ8XNknLRF0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rZOdiZC3RP0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dAjtdrYrFAt5eBI_V2OH7TLM8KAsw49tMNEri8gAifI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qIHXIppTZOOg64UFvMuKBGrkpIZ5G25WhJcMBU06Gv0/edit?usp=sharing

law? Can they think of any examples where
ignoring precedent might lead to inconsistent or
unjust outcomes?

Segment #16
Time -60 Min
Opening/Sponge/Motivator- (15) min
° Determine which court would have
jurisdiction to decide an appeal.
° Court Jurisdiction scenarios to discuss
B Court Jurisdiction scenarios to discuss

Activity -(20) min

° Watch a short movie on: “Criminal Court
Jurisdiction Overview”

© Criminal Court Jurisdiction Overview

° Case Studies:

B Case studies: Criminal court jurisdiction issues

Assessment -(20) min

° Students will complete a short quiz to assess

their understanding of criminal court jurisdiction.
The quiz will consist of multiple-choice questions
covering the types of jurisdiction, jurisdictional
challenges, and real-world scenarios.

° Quiz: B Quiz on Jurisdiction:

Closure- (5) min

° Exit ticket:

Ask students what aspect of criminal court
jurisdiction do you find most interesting or
challenging? How might jurisdictional issues
impact the outcome of a criminal case? Can you
think of any recent criminal cases in the news
where jurisdiction played a significant role?

How are students
being engaged?

° Case studies and
group discussion

How are students
using/applying what

they learn?
° Students can see

previous court cases
that jurisdiction of the
facts was at issue.

Laptop
Internet access

Segment #17
Time -30 Min
Opening/Sponge/Motivator -(5) min
° Describe the possible outcomes that can
occur following an appellate decision
° Appellate outcomes matching game
B Appellate outcomes matching game

Activity -(15) min

° Discuss the following famous appealant
decisions:
° B Case studies: Pivotal Appealant decisi...

° Case Studies:

How are students
being engaged?

° Case studies and
group discussion

How are students
using/applying what

they learn?
° Students can see

appellate decisions and
apply that knowledge to
how things are done in

Laptop
Internet access



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I0hKwwIa9WmofLAoAsqE7sFze0LWkRpOcZsoKCZk508/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iZO8ch-BhyE
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10SMR9klOx1Sdu1vVha0cRz6aeqxTafJ2dm8PDzuEZiw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rYf4nNLeOOM_PSy7059G-SrUeKWxruPZFYzCYNUMnvo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GErs57p1LR7ovntdOn1zaC1c1av8b-VC3E5TXThE814/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1P1TjOO5in6DJX9TUPZiEo-AK0nzZCrhDeWU_hnmAtl8/edit?usp=sharing

° Case studies: Appellate decision possi... | certain situations like
“‘Miranda Warnings”.

Assessment -(5) min

° Ask students to research and verbally
present on a famous or notable appeal case.
° Instructions and Rubric:

Assessment: Research and Presentation on ...

Closure -(5) min

° Exit ticket:

Ask to students to reflect on how their
understanding of appellate law has evolved and its
significance in the legal system.

PLC Question Three: What will we do when students have not learned?
Interventions

° Conduct formative assessments or informal checks for understanding to pinpoint specific
areas where students are struggling.

) Review student work, such as assignments or quizzes, to identify common
misconceptions or areas of weakness.

° Offer differentiated instruction tailored to individual student needs, such as small group
instruction, one-on-one tutoring, or alternative learning activities.

° Modify assignments or assessments to accommodate diverse learning styles and abilities.
° Review essential vocabulary and foundational concepts related to criminal case
sentencing and post-trial proceedings.

° Break down complex topics into smaller, more manageable chunks and provide additional
explanations or examples as needed.

° Use visual aids, such as diagrams, charts, or graphic organizers, to help illustrate key
concepts and relationships.

° Provide supplementary resources, such as videos, interactive simulations, or online
tutorials, to reinforce learning outside of the classroom.

° Facilitate guided practice sessions where students work through problems or scenarios
related to criminal case sentencing and post-trial proceedings with support and guidance.

° Provide opportunities for peer collaboration and discussion to encourage active
engagement and peer learning.

° Offer constructive feedback on student work to help clarify misunderstandings and guide
improvements.

° Encourage students to reflect on their learning process, identify areas of growth, and set
goals for improvement.

° Continuously monitor student progress through ongoing assessments and formative
feedback.

° Adjust instruction and interventions based on student needs, making adaptations as
necessary to ensure all students have the opportunity to succeed.

° Offer additional support services, such as academic tutoring, study skills workshops, or
counseling, for students who may require extra assistance.



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KEavoq2WZ2_41nSFJ8i-RxhFTtVUmZOYOLf_gdFZ5F8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oF1kTqjsCZajrNpJQtTASZNx6y1wRJLiAxjMC5ByG-o/edit?usp=sharing

° Collaborate with colleagues, special education teachers, or support staff to develop
targeted interventions and support plans for struggling students.

PLC Question Four: What will we do when students have learned?
Enrichment

° Provide students with real-world scenarios or case studies related to criminal case
sentencing and post-trial proceedings.

° Encourage students to analyze the scenarios, identify relevant legal principles, and
propose appropriate actions or responses.

° Organize class discussions or debates on controversial issues or ethical dilemmas related
to criminal case sentencing and post-trial proceedings.

° Encourage students to express their opinions, support their arguments with evidence, and
respectfully consider different perspectives.

° Assign research projects or inquiry-based tasks that require students to investigate
specific aspects of criminal case sentencing or post-trial proceedings in depth.

° Challenge students to evaluate the effectiveness of different sentencing strategies or the
impact of post-trial reforms on the criminal justice system.

° Provide opportunities for students to reflect on their learning and synthesize their
understanding of criminal case sentencing and post-trial proceedings.

° Ask students to write reflective essays, create multimedia presentations, or participate in
group discussions to share their insights and conclusions.

° Offer extension activities or enrichment opportunities for students who have mastered the
basic concepts and are ready for more advanced challenges.

° Provide additional readings, case studies, or simulations that explore complex legal
issues or recent developments in criminal law.

° Encourage students who have mastered the material to serve as peer mentors or tutors for
their classmates who may still be struggling.

° Foster collaborative learning experiences where students can work together to solve
problems, analyze case studies, or prepare presentations.

° Incorporate current events or news stories related to criminal case sentencing and
post-trial proceedings into classroom discussions and activities.

° Challenge students to analyze how recent court decisions, legislative reforms, or
high-profile cases impact the criminal justice system.

° Recognize and celebrate students' achievements and growth in their understanding of
criminal case sentencing and post-trial proceedings.

° Provide opportunities for students to showcase their work, such as presentations,
debates, or publications, to the broader school community.

Additional Information Related to the Course Section:
{ ]

SkillsUSA Connection(s):

e Criminal Justice
e This competition is for students preparing to be police officers or to work in other areas of criminal
justice. This competition will utilize both written examination and practical exercises to evaluate




the competitors’ abilities and knowledge of the field. The competitors are scored on their
knowledge and application of U.S. Constitutional Law, written and verbal communications skills,
and their ability to handle an entry-level law enforcement position.

Crime Scene Investigation

Contestants will demonstrate basic skills associated with working a crime scene. Team members
will take a test assessing overall crime scene knowledge. Team members will process a crime
scene to include searching, identifying evidence, measuring, photographing, and preparing a
sketch. Team members will also demonstrate basic crime scene skills such as lifting a fingerprint,
swabbing serological evidence, packaging evidence, or similar skills. The team will interpret
common crime scene evidence such as classifying a fingerprint pattern. Finally, the team will
complete narratives, crime logs, and similar paperwork.

SkillsUSA Framework Connection Activity - “Blind Polygon” (Adaptability & Flexibility;

Planning, Organizing and Management)

Notes:

Pacing from a comprehensive high school with 90 minute block class periods:




