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Abstract:

Historically, immigration policy has been important for the United States. It has shaped
the nationa€™s economy, demographics, and political landscape. In each
presidential administration, immigration has been addressed differently, shaped
by a combination of political, economic, and international factors. While scholars
such as Higham (1956), Zolberg (2008), and Pineau and Waters (2016) have
examined the events leading up to and the effects of various immigration policies,
the literature has not focused on a critical actor in immigration policy: the
president. This thesis asks what factors shaped the immigration policy priorities
of Presidents Jimmy Carter and Ronald Reagan? This study uses content
analysis to address this question by examining presidential speeches and official
White House memoranda during these two presidential administrations. Through




this analysis, this research hopes to identify the patterns that prompt presidents
to choose a focus for what needs to be addressed in immigration policy.



