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Frequently Asked Questions 
 

What is my Baker worth? 
The stock answer for all antique guns is whatever somebody will pay on any given 
day. These are collectors items and price is determined by the demand for the gun. 
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The range for Bakers can be from the low $100’s for an average condition Batavia 
Leader to well over $10,000 for a pristine De Luxe. 
The factors which determine value are Model, Condition, Rarity, and Gauge. In 
general, smaller gauges bring a premium over the more common 12 gauge. The 
Model is pretty obvious. The relatively plain guns are worth far less than the ornate 
high grade guns. 
Condition is the most controversial of the pricing factors. Collectors by and far 
prefer guns that have not been “molested” in any way. That is they are entirely 
original in dimensions, especially of the stock and barrels. Cut barrels markedly 
reduce the value of a gun. Professional cleaning and touching up a gun may not 
reduce and may even enhance value. However, amateur cleaning and restoration 
has led to the ruin of many guns. 
The best way to determine the value of your gun is to contact Baker experts. Just 
click on the contact section of the web site. For accurate information good photos 
are a necessity. 
 
Where can I get a Baker? 
A starting point is to look at the online gun sale sites. Some of the sites are 
available in the Links section of the web site. Bakers are seen at local and regional 
gun shows and examples are found in estate auctions. The moderators of the web 
site may be able to help you out if there is something specific you are after. 
 
Should I alter or restore my Baker? 
This is a touchy question as there are those who feel that these antique guns should 
never be changed. See the above section on value if considering permanently 
altering a gun. This will inevitably result in a loss in value. However, a gun in such 
poor condition can be helped with professional restoration. However, this should 
only be undertaken by those who are not only familiar with gun restoration, but 
have a knowledge of Baker shotguns. 
 
Can I shoot my Baker? 
Quite possibly. However, before use the gun should be evaluated by a double gun 
specialist, with the interest, expertise, and equipment (bore scope and wall 
thickness gauge) to properly do so; NOT the guy at the local sporting goods store 
who knows how to change parts on a Remington 870.  



Even if a qualified gunsmith tells you the barrels are without defects and stock 
wood is free of cracks, we recommend only shooting low pressure (8000 psi or 
less) and low recoil (light payload at 1200 fps or less) loads. If you don't load your 
own shells, lower pressure and low recoil loads are available commercially on the 
internet.  
Remember the wood is on average now greater than 100 years old. Firing high 
pressure and high recoil loads markedly increases your chances of ending up with a 
gun that will be worth far less than before the trigger was pulled. 
Please review 
https://www.shotgunworld.com/threads/is-my-gun-safe-what-load-was-my-gun-des
igned-to-shoot.366087/  
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American Hammerless Grade and Price Comparisons 
 
 
 

Sears Catalog “Net Selling Price” for Hammerless 
Non-Ejector Doubles 1897-1908 

  
……………………1897……….1902……....1905……….1908 
Smith 
No. 00………………………………………..25………….25 
No. 0……………..31.75…………………….32.90............32 
No. 1……………..37.22…………………….42………….42 
No. 2……………..42………..…54……….……….……...56 
No. 3……………..61.20 
Pigeon……………89.75…….....84.37 
Parker 
GH……………….51.20…….…58.20 
DH……………….64.25 
CH……………….96.75 
Ithaca 
Field………………………………………………………..18 
No. 1……………..26………………………………………24 
No. 2……………..37…………...37.50 
Remington 
1894 A grade…….33…………………………..30 
1894 B grade………………...….45 
1900 KO………………………………………..21.50…….23.50 
Baker 
Batavia Leader…………………..24……………………….22.50 
B grade…………..31.75…….…..32…………………...…..37.50 
A grade…………..36.25………...37.50………...………….45 
Model S……………………………………………………..35 
Model R……………………………………………………..48.75 
Paragon…………..57.95………...60 
 
No Baker guns were listed in the 1900 Catalog No. 110 
 
 



 
c. 1905 Baker Price List 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1908 Price List 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Don Hardin’s Doublegun Comparison Chart 
 

Note the prices are the catalog MSRP and dealer selling prices may be much less 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

1918 High Grade MSRP Comparisons 
 
Parker A1 Special - $725 
Smith Premier - $675 
Lefever Optimus - $480 
Baker Deluxe AE - $440 
Parker AHE - $410 
Smith Monogram - $400 
Lefever AAE - $364.50 
Ithaca No. 6E - $310 
Lefever AE - $304.50 
Parker BHE - $300 
Lefever BE - $261.50 
Smith Crown E - $250 
Baker Expert E - $230 
Parker CHE - $220 
Ithaca No. 5E - $210 
Lefever CE - $200.50 
Smith Eagle E - $180 
Lefever DE - $170.50 
Parker DHE - $160 
Parker GHE - $130 
Baker Paragon Ejector - $120 
Ithaca 4E - $110 
Smith Specialty E - $105 

 
$100 in 1918 = about $1,350 in 1921 

 
 
 
 

 
John Houchins’ Grade Comparison 



L.C. Smith “The Legend Lives” 
 
 
 

L.C. Smith​ ​ Parker​ Lefever​ Ithaca​ Baker 
 
00/ Field​ ​ Trojan​ Durston​ Field​ ​ Batavia Leader 
0/ Ideal​ ​ VH​ ​ H​ ​ No. 1​ ​ S 
1/ Trap​ ​ PH​ ​ G​ ​ No. 1 Dam​ B / R 
2/ Specialty​ ​ GH​ ​ F​ ​ No. 2​ ​ A 
3/ Pigeon​ ​ DH​ ​ D / E​ ​ No. 3​ ​ Paragon 
4/ Eagle​ ​ CH​ ​ C​ ​ No. 4​ ​  
5/ Crown​ ​ BH​ ​ B​ ​ No. 5​ ​ Expert 
Monogram​ ​ AH​ ​ A​ ​ No. 6​ ​ De Luxe 
A-2​ ​ ​ AAH​ ​ AA​ ​ No. 7​ ​  
A-3/ Premier​ A1 Special​ Optimus​ Sousa 
DeLuxe​ ​ Invincible​ $1000 Grade 
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