Southeast Alaska Conservation Council

ROADLESS RULE TOOLKIT

Summer, 2019

How You Can Help Keep
The Tongass Roadless & Wild!

The State of Alaska is trying to exempt the Tongass National Forest

from the 2001 National Roadless Rule with an Alaska-Specific
Roadless Rule. Such a rule would mean more logging roads and
old-growth clearcut logging on the Tongass. Together, let's urge
USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue to select NO ACTION and keep the

2001 National Roadless Rule on the Tongass!



Quick Facts

143,900

public scoping comments
submitted to the USFSin
2018, the majority of
which opposed changing
the Rule

S24 million

annual taxpayer subsidy
for Alaska's timber
industry

48

projects approved in
roadless areas since
2009 for hydro-
development, mining
exploration, and
community access

10-12%
of the country's stored
carbon in National

Forests is stored in the
Tongass

$160k-500k

roughly the cost per
mile of new road
construction on the
Tongass

5,000

miles of existing logging
roads on the Tongass

$68 million

is the current maintenance
backlog on existing
Tongass logging roads

THE ROADLESS RULE

WHY WE SHOULD PROTECT THE
TONGASS

THE STATE OF ALASKA IS TRYING TO EXEMPT
THE TONGASS NATIONAL FOREST FROM THE
2001 NATIONAL ROADLESS RULE WITH AN
ALASKA-SPECIFIC RULE. THIS PUTS THE
TONGASS AT RISK OF MORE LOGGING ROADS
AND OLD-GROWTH CLEARCUT LOGGING.

What To Know About
The Tongass National Forest

The Tongass National Forest is almost 17 million acres, with
roughly 9.2 million acres protected under the National

Roadless Rule. *

The tourism and fishing industries provide 25% of jobs in Southeast
Alaska, while logging provides less than 19%. Logging compromises
the long-term economic and environmental health of Southeast

Alaska. *

The Tongass produces 79% of the commercial salmon
harvested from Southeast Alaska, about 49 million
salmon/year. Roads jeopardize salmon spawning habitat.

A

Only 1/3 of the Tongass contains commercial forest land,
but most of it is considered low value and virtually never
logged. The prime acres have already been clearcut since

1954. *

The Tongass is the largest remaining intact portion of the
Pacific temperate rainforest ecoregion of North America.

What can you do to help"
Text "Roadless"” to 555-888

or visit: SEACC.org/roadless_rule toolklt
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ROADEESSTAREASTON THE TONGASS NATHONATL KO RIS

North Mainland
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Yakutat

(75 338, BRABAZON ADDITION
5 339, YAKUTAT FORELANDS
“ 341, UPPER SITUK

Admiralty Island
“ 306, MANSFIELD PENINSULA
(7% 307, GREENS CREEK

Chichagof Island
@3 311, CHICHAGOF

(7% 312, TRAP BAY

(% 314, POINT CRAVEN
(% 317, POINT AUGUSTA
(3 318, WHITESTONE
(7% 319, PAVLOF-EAST POINT
(0 321, TENAKEE RIDGE
(0% 323, GAME CREEK
@& 325 FRESHWATER BAY
(% 328, HOONAH SOUND
(C% 342, NEKA MOUNTAIN
@€ 343, NEKA BAY

Baranof Island

{0 326, NORTH KRUZOF
(O 327, MIDDLE KRUZOF
0% 329, SOUTH KRUZOF
(0% 330, NORTH BARANOF
(O3 331, SITKA URBAN

(% 332, SITKA SOUND
O 333, REDOUBT

(0% 334, POINT ALEXANDER

Kuiu Island

7 239, KEKU

(7% 240, SECURITY

% 241, NORTH KUIU
7} 242, CAMDEN

(% 243, ROCKY PASS
@ 244, BAY OF PILLARS
O 245 EASTKUIU

4 248, SOUTH KUIU

Outside Islands
@ 501, DALL ISLAND
() 502, SUEMEZ ISLAND
(7 503, OUTER ISLANDS
(7 504, SUKKWAN

(2 508, CHRISTOVAL

301, JUNEAU-SKAGWAY ICEFIELD
302, TAKU-SNETTISHAM

303, SULLIVAN

304, CHILKAT-W. LYNN

305, JUNEAU URBAN

308, WINDHAM-PORT HOUGHTON
310, DOUGLAS ISLAND

313, RHINE

North Prince of Wales
505, SODABAY

509, KOGISH

510, KARTA

511, THORNE RIVER
512, RATZ

514, SARKAR

515, KOSCIUSKO
516, CALDER

517, EL CAPITAN
518, SALMON BAY
519, POLK INLET
520, KASAAN

532, FAKE PASS
533, HYDABURG
534, TWELVEMILE

CREARBARARAIREZR

Central Mainland
7% 201, FANSHAW
0% 202, SPIRES

@2 203, THOMAS
8 204, MADAN

0 205, AARON

O3 206, CONE

@2 207, HARDING
@% 208, BRADFIELD

3 .3 !
455 Admiralty .

S. Prince of Wales
5 531, NUTKWA
7} 507, EUDORA

Wrangell / Etolin / Zarembo Is.
(74 225, KADIN

(% 227, NORTH WRANGELL

(5 229, SOUTH WRANGELL
@8 231, WORONKOFSKI

@@ 232, NORTH ETOLIN

% 233, MOSMAN

@0 234, SOUTHETOLIN

@0 235 WEST ZAREMBO

0 236, EAST.ZAREMBO

@€ 237, SOUTH ZAREMBO

0 238, KASHEVAROF ISLANDS
(0 247, EAST WRANGELL

% 289, CENTRAL WRANGELL
@8 290, SOUTHEAST WRANGELL

Kupreanof / Mitkof Islands
211, NORTH KUPREANOF
212, MISSIONARY

213, FIVE MILE

214, SOUTH KUPREANOF
215, CASTLE

216, LINDENBERG

217, GREEN ROCKS

218, WOEWODSKI

220, EAST MITKOF

223, MANZANITA

224, CRYSTAL
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Revilla/ Cleveland Pen.
O 209, ANAN

210, FROSTY

521, DUKE

522, GRAVINA

523, SOUTH REVILLA
524, REVILLA

525, BEHM ISLANDS

526, NORTH REVILLA
528, CLEVELAND

529, NORTH CLEVELAND
535, CARROLL

South
Mainland
_ @€ 530, HYDER
208 % 0% 577, QUARTZ

RRRRRIRRRR

Prince of Wales




GO Here!

Schedule



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UqBe6Iv9Clld5J8hcJSUy2e7LunhGzC1YKFmP4ZMwSc/edit

How To Write A Public Comment

What is a public comment?

An official public comment is the opportunity for individuals and
organizations to submit a statement on a proposed resource management
action, in this case the proposed Alaska-specific Roadless Rule. Each

comment helps inform the agency and influence the final decision.

Tips and Tricks:

e Start off by establishing why your input is valuable; this could be
because you are a concerned Southeast Alaskan or because you
have useful knowledge and experience to share. Make it personal.

e Clearly outline your points at the beginning of your comment and
summarize at the end. Don't leave your statement vague, connect
your comment to your suggested alternative or solution. (Hint. “I
support the NO ACTION alternative because it keeps the current
National Roadless Rule protections on the Tongass”).

e Whenever possible use examples/evidence to back up your claims
and include sources. Reference specific Tongass roadless areas that
you care about or use; this makes what you have to say more personal.
Check out the map on page 3. Find more information on the Rule

here: http://bit.ly/RoadlessFacts

® Your comment will be stronger if you end with a direct request.

Clearly state you want Secretary Perdue to keep the National
Roadless Rule on the Tongass.

e Remember: the U.S. Forest Service will read your comments and take
them into consideration when deciding what happens to the Tongass
Forest. Your comment makes a difference.

e To learn more about how to submit your comment to the United
States Forest Service and to see an example of what your comment
might look like, go here: bit.ly/SEACC_Toolkit



http://bit.ly/RoadlessFacts
http://bit.ly/SEACC_Toolkit

How To Comment at a Public Meeting

How to deliver public comments/testimony in person:

e There will be an opportunity to speak at a public meeting with the
U.S. Forest Service. If able, we encourage you to read your public
comment (from page 6) out loud at one of these meetings.

e State your name, where you live (include your address), and what your
profession is.

e Make it personal. Explain why you care and how the proposal could
affect you and your livelihood. Consider describing how you use
specific roadless areas instead of broadly stating “the Tongass”.

e Clearly state that you do not support the Alaska-specific Roadless
Rule. Make your ask obvious to the listener -- demand that Secretary
Perdue selects the NO ACTION alternative to keep the National
Roadless Rule on the Tongass.

e Bring a copy of your written public comment (see page 6) to help
keep you on track when speaking.

e Do not forget to also submit a written comment (see page 6) along
with delivering your public comment in person.

P.S. Don’t want to speak? Show up anyway to show you care!

How To Give A Public Comment Via Voicemail

Who to call, what to say:

e Call: (203) 903-4495. This allows SEACC save your comment.
After you hear the beep, start off your message by giving your full
name and where in Alaska you live (including your zip code).
e Ask Secretary Perdue to select the NO ACTION alternative.
Say something like, “| am calling to urge Secretary Perdue to select the NO

ACTION alternative and keep the National Roadless Rule on the Tongass.
This is important to me because | use [name roadless area] for [recreation,
hunting, fishing, tourism, lifestyle, etc].”

e End your voicemail by thanking the U.S. Forest Service for taking the
time to listen to your comment. Hang up. That's it!

e SEACC will download your voicemail and submit it to the U.S. Forest
Service as an additional public comment.




How To Call Secretary Perdue’s Office

How to contact Secretary Perdue’s office directly:

e Go to our website to access SEACC's call tool: bit.ly/SEACC_Toolkit

e Click “Click Here to Make a Call".

e Enter your information into the necessary boxes and then click “Make
The Call’. Once you click this button you will be taken to a new page
with a statement template and some quick facts about the Roadless
Rule.

e Have your phone ready; the system will call you on your phone and
will connect you to Secretary Perdue's Office directly. Consider
reading the statement template (on the new web page) out loud as
your comment when the office answers.

e Most likely someone from the office, other than Secretary Perdue, will
answer your phone call. They will take note of what you say and pass it
along to Secretary Perdue. If they don't answer, leave a message.

e Introduce yourself with your name and where you live (including your
Zip code), and state that you are calling to object to the proposed
Alaska-specific Roadless Rule.

e Say a clear line asking Secretary Perdue to select NO ACTION and
keep the National Roadless Rule on the Tongass.

The statement template is:

"Hi, my name is Jlivein__ and | am calling today about the

Alaska-specific Roadless Rule. | am concerned because the Tongass Forest is
very important to me [for recreation, hunting, fishing, tourism, etc.; insert
any personal reasons for wanting to protect the Tongass]. The Tongass
National Forest is a special place because [insert one of the quick facts on
the call tool web page or page 2 of this toolkit].”

e Thank the person who answered for taking the time to listen and to

pass your thoughts along to Secretary Perdue. Hang up.
e Don't want to use our call tool? Call the office directly at: 202-720-3631



http://bit.ly/SEACC_Toolkit

How To Write A Letter to the Editor

Why write a letter to the editor?

e You feel strongly about a recently published article related to the
Tongass National Forest and/or the Roadless Rule and want to
contribute your unigue perspective/\voice.

e You have expertise or insider information that others need to know
about, or you want to share information mainstream media has
missed. Find more information on the Rule here:

http:/bit.ly/RoadlessFacts

e To demand specific action on an issue (select NO ACTION and keep
the National Roadless Rule on the Tongass!) or encourage others to
get involved in the process (more public comments!).

e To show widespread support for the National Roadless Rule.

How to write one:

e Keep your letter short and to the point. Check to see if the newspaper
you are submitting to has a word limit, as most require LTEs to be less
than 200 words.

e Submit letters to weekly community newspapers in addition to larger,
more well known newspapers (we will submit it for you if you go here:

bit.ly/SEACC_Toolkit)

e Be sure to include your contact information for verification purposes.

e Clearly state a call to action in the conclusion (urge others to submit
public comments demanding Secretary Perdue select NO ACTION
and keep the National Roadless Rule on the Tongass!).

e Check out the example LTE on page 9 to get a sense of the flow. Draft
your letter as if speaking directly to the “editor”, so that your writing is
easy to read and personable.

e Want SEACC to submit your LTE for you? Use SEACC's simple digital
LTE writing tool here: bit.ly/SEACC Toolkit
e OR Gotothislink to find a list of Alaskan Newspapers to submit your

LTE yourself: http:/bit.ly/SubmitYourl TE



http://bit.ly/RoadlessFacts
http://bit.ly/SEACC_Toolkit
http://bit.ly/SEACC_Toolkit
http://bit.ly/SubmitYourLTE

LTE Example
Editor’s Name
Newspaper Name
Newspaper’s Address

Date

Dear Editor,

As many of you reading this may relate to, the Tongass National Forest has always been my
home. It is an essential part of growing up in Southeast Alaska, as it not only provides
stunning aesthetics and comfort, but it is the beating heart of the Southeast.

The Tongass is considered a significant carbon storage reserve and has an impact on global
climate change. Also, the Tongass is home to all five species of Pacific salmon and has the
largest concentration of grizzly bears and eagles in the U.S. By allowing more old-growth
clearcut logging on the Tongass we are jeopardizing the environment of Southeast Alaska and
the well being of the planet. The long term impacts of more roads and old-growth clearcut
logging on the Tongass would be devastating. I am deeply motivated by the dedication
Southeast Alaskans feel towards protecting the Tongass, and we owe it to the climate, our
Southeast wilderness, and the wildlife that also call the Tongass home to do all that we can to
keep the Tongass roadless.

For these reasons and many more, [ urge Secretary Perdue to select the NO ACTION
alternative keeping the 2001 National Roadless Rule on the Tongass.

Sincerely,

Deanna Hobbs

2207 Jordan Ave, Juneau, Alaska 99801

Southeast Alaska Conservation Council, Juneau Resident
Deanna@seacc.org

907-586-6942




THANKYOU!

You are a crucial part of protecting the Tongass Forest.

Together by calling, commenting, and speaking up we will show

that Alaskans stand together in support of the 2001 National

Roadless Rule on the Tongass!

Please help us spread the word by posting on social media,

contacting your friends and family, and encouraging others to

y
f
©

stand up for the Tongass Forest.

Sample Tweet:
The Tongass is under attack! | am standing up to protect it, are
you? Click here for more information: (Toolkit Link)

#SaveRoadless

Sample Post:

Have you heard about the danger our Tongass Forest is in? If we
don't speak out immediately, we risk the continuation of logging
roads being built and clearcut logging on the Tongass. Please,
stand up for our Tongass! Click here for more information
bit.ly/SEACC_Toolkit

Go to this link to download graphics for Instagram posts and
Snapchat stories: http:/bit.ly/Post A Picture

Want to be a Roadless Rule Social Media Ambassador?
You get a free SEACC sticker when you sign up!

Click here to learn more: http:/bit.lv/Roadless Ambassador
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http://bit.ly/Post_A_Picture
http://bit.ly/Roadless_Ambassador
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