Installing tinkla buddy with in-car fuses

Step 1. You need to remove two pieces of trim on the center console and footwell: the soft touch faux leather
trim that runs along the side and beside the driver’s seat and the hard plastic that it overlaps slightly. Remove
the soft faux leather one first. Start at the very end near the driver seat and pull it away from the center console
(see right pic). It's held on with pegs.

Removing the plastic bit is a little more complicated.
First, grip it from the exposed opening and pull it
away from the center console and dash. It makes
contact with the airbag and trim under the dash.
You’'ll need to angle it upwards and rotate it up while
also pulling the bottom towards you. Push the
accelerator pedal out of the way to pull the trim
towards you. This will also be 100% easier if you set
your footwell carpet aside. You'll want to place the
soft leather piece somewhere it won'’t get scratched
like the back seat.




Now that you have the side panels off, you can see the exposed fuse box near the accelerator (below).

Step 2. Remove the trim panel under the steering wheel. You'll want to remove this screw on the right, and a
corresponding one on the left below the dash (red arrows).

Note the power adapter for the footwell light (black
connector in right pic). You'll use a flathead screwdriver to
remove it. Afterwards your footwell looks like the right pic.




On the left is a view of the accelerator pedal with the fuse box just
to the right of it. Also shown at the top of the pedal is the connector
where you plug your comma pedal in. If you haven’t done so yet,
this is an opportune time to put the pedal in, too.

Step 3. Now you need to take off the “faux leather” trim just below the IC and steering wheel. It's the large
piece with a soft touch feel to it. This piece is held in place by pegs. It's easiest to start over on the right side
just below the hazard lights button, to the left of the MCU. Put your palms facing away from you, touching the
soft surface, and grab the top ledge of the trim with your fingers and pull back. It will eventually pop out, and



you can work your way to the left and remove the parts under the vent to the left of the steering wheel. To be
safe, put the piece of trim in a safe place where it won’t get scratched. Back seat, or trunk, are good options.
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At the same time, go ahead and remove the small
“hatch” cover trim panel on the left side of the
dash where the door meets the dash. There is a
screw in here (red arrow) that holds the top dash
trim to the frame which is essential to remove!
The video instructions to remove the IC did not
include this screw.

The upper right and right pics show other screws
that will need to be removed. Go ahead and
remove the two on the left now.

Step 4. Next you have the small piece of trim just
above the steering wheel. Note that this can be
very tight. It's held on only with pegs. The IC
disassembly video didn’t show this part (it was
already loose). You can see two plastic tabs on
the left and right side. Don’t grab and pull straight
back. Instead, grip them from the bottom and pull
the bottom up at a slight angle. The tabs will pop
out quickly (see pics below).



Remove more screws! There are two screws under the small trim piece you just removed, on the right and left
sides. Remove both of them. Also, in the right pic below, remove the screw on the right.
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Step 5. It's dash time! There is a thin plastic panel above the
IC, on the bottom of the sun guard. Pry it off with a trim removal
tool. It's held in place with 4 pegs (right pic).




Next take out two more screws holding the frame to the trim. Then, put in your air-shim tool and pump it up!
This is the part where you want to make sure you removed that one screw in the side hatch! Pump it up until
you reveal the screws shown in the pics above. At this point, you should be able to remove the silver colored
IC shroud.

Step 6. Almost there. Now remove your two AC vent '
trim pieces. Be careful with this part, as these are -
the pieces that make your car look pretty. They don’t
make Lacewood anymore in my case. Put these
somewhere soft where they won’t scratch, like on
the carpet. Use a pry tool to pull them away from the
dash on the bottom. Make sure you’ve removed the
screw holding them into the dash on the top as well
(it's one reason we raised the dash in the last step).

Now you have access to the final two screws (pic
below).




Step 7. Now you can pull the IC out towards you, and then rotate it so that the screen faces the roof of the car.
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The fakra connector is coming straight out. Get a flat head and push on the tab. In my case it was taped tightly
to the loom bringing power in, so there was no fear of it falling into the dash. If that does happen to you, you
can get to it by going under the steering wheel (see pics below for reference). Plug your new cable into the IC
and then plug the other into the car’s cable (only one right way to plug them). Route the cables back in the hole
behind the IC where the original network cable came from. Push the IC back into place on its alignment pegs.
You'll want to get both cables over to the left “hatch” on the left of the dash; that's a good place to put the
Buddy. In my case | just stuck it next to the pedal so running power was easy.
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Step 8. Now it’s time to get power. If your fuse adaptor has a butt connector, you're half way there. First, cut
and strip the end of the wire coming from your USB power supply (if not already stripped). Crimp it into the butt
connector. Then, choose a suitable fuse in the fusebox. The 5A brown fuse on right should work. Put the 5A
fuse in the free slot of your adaptor. Then, plug the adaptor in as shown (the fuses are pointing down). Finally,
route the loop connector to the 10mm screw just below and to the right of the fuse box. Screw it in and you
have ground.



Finally, the fun part. Plug the ethernet cables into the correct ports on the buddy, and then connect the USB
power cable. Fun ensues.
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What area do you need help with?

Tinkla Tesla

Tools needed:

Trim pry tools

Torx T20 screw driver
Air bladder for shim



https://www.amazon.com/GLISTON-Removal-Panel-Vehicle-Installer/dp/B07JVP1MRS/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?dchild=1&keywords=trim+pry+tool&qid=1586704849&sr=8-1-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEzNE5MRENGR0JVRjQ3JmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwODIzMTM4M0tOS0lMTzBDUVEwMSZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwMTcwNDgxM0Y5Uzc1Qkg5MVE3RiZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX2F0ZiZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU=
https://www.amazon.com/Klein-Tools-19543-Screwdriver-Cushion/dp/B00093DYRO/ref=sr_1_4?dchild=1&keywords=torx+t20&qid=1586705590&sr=8-4
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Calculated-Industries-Contractor-Grade-AirShim-Inflatable-Pry-Bar-and-Leveling-Tool-that-Holds-Up-To-300-lbs-1190/206697086?MERCH=REC-_-searchViewed-_-NA-_-206697086-_-N
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