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Soil Health Management CPA 116 & DIA 162 (CAPGP) to do list: 
●​ Recruit an interested grower 
●​ Schedule farm visit 
●​ Visit farm and survey farmer and land 

●​ Conduct in field soil health assessment (visual and qualitative assessment) and 
collect ~1 gallon of soils (either use UCCE worksheet or NRCS croplands in-field 
assessment both at the bottom of this document) 

●​ Conduct slake test and infiltration test after soil is dried 
●​ Consider sending in a soil sample for lab testing (Ward Laboratories or Waypoint 

Analytical) 
●​ Determine practices that will be included in soil health management plan (done in 

coordination with producer) 
●​ Write plan 
●​ Submit plan to CAPGP grants team at CDFA and wait for approval 
●​ Share complete, approved plan with producer 

To bring on your farm visit: 
●​ Notebook and clipboard 
●​ Soil health assessment worksheet (see end of this document) 
●​ 2-3 aerial maps of the site (preferably ones you can see notes/drawings on) 
●​ Sharpie 
●​ 1 aerial map from Soil Web 
●​ Phone/camera for photos 
●​ Survey questions 
●​ Shovel 
●​ 2 gallon ziploc bags 
●​ 3 flags 

Survey questions for your first visit with the grower: 
1.​ Land identification 

a.​ Farm name, owner name, street address or tract number, and county/state. 
b.​ Primary phone number of the participant 
c.​ Do you identify as a socially disadvantaged rancher or farmer? Does not affect 

eligibility, just something we need to track for our grant reporting 
2.​ Land history 

a.​ How long have you been farming here?  
b.​ Do you know what was here before you farmed? 
c.​ What kind of soil amendments do you use? 
d.​ What is your soil management (cropland/perennial, till/no-till)? 
e.​ Have you implemented any kind of healthy soils practices? 
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f.​ Have you tried to access funding in the past for healthy soils practices/did you 
come up against barriers to that funding? 

g.​ Have you done soil testing before and are those results accessible? 
3.​ What goals do you have for your soil? (e.g. increasing infiltration, decreasing bulk 

density, decreasing nutrient runoff, building organic matter or soil carbon, etc.) 
4.​ Are there any resource concerns or patterns that you’ve observed on your farm? Areas 

with poor drainage? Areas that experience more erosion? Pedestaling? 
5.​ What practices are you interested in planning for (see list at end of document)? 
6.​ Where would you like to plan for these practices? This may be a field, field 

border/margins. Try to get as specific as possible with the producer. Draw it out on a 
map together if possible. 

7.​ What is an ideal timeline for implementation for you (NOTE: You will not be implementing 
as part of this plan, but the DIA should include detailed steps for how the farmer should 
proceed to meet their target timeline for one of your identified practices in the CPA) 

NRCS CPS common practices for soil health management (DIA 162) 
216 Soil Testing   
327 Conservation Cover   
328 Conservation Crop Rotation   
329 Residue and Tillage Management, No-Till   
334 Controlled Traffic Farming   
340 Cover Crop   
345 Residue and Tillage Management, Reduced-Till  
484 Mulching   
449 Irrigation Water Management   
512 Forage and Biomass Planting   
528 Prescribed Grazing   
550 Range Planting  
590 Nutrient Management   
595 Pest Management Conservation System   
610 Salinity & Sodic Soil Management  
336/808 Soil Carbon Amendment  
 

Supporting practices may be designed with primary practices over a transition period to provide 
the necessary means toward improved soil health.  

314 Brush Management   
315 Herbaceous Weed Treatment   
324 Deep Tillage   
330 Contour Farming   
333 Amending Soil Properties with Gypsum Products   
338 Prescribed Burning   
342 Critical Area Planting   
382 Fence   
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394 Firebreak    
516 Pipeline 
548 Grazing Land Mechanical Treatment   
561 Heavy Use Area Protection   
574 Spring Development   
575 Animal Trails and Walkways   
580 Streambank and Shoreline Protection   
614 Watering Facility   
642 Water Well   
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