A City on the Water
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My first memories of Hong Kong take place at the Victoria Park pool. As an adolescent Asian
American, I was following in the steps to become a competitive swimmer and I wouldn’t let
summers in Hong Kong get in the way of my rigorous training. My mom would accompany my
walk from our Wan Chai apartment to the Victoria Park pool in Causeway Bay in the early
mornings. The British-style locker rooms and lack of lane lines differentiating personal space in
the pool embodied a different kind of swimming etiquette. The water was usually packed with
older people - and without the lane markers, it was a microcosm of the traffic and chaos of the
larger city. The Victoria Park pool at peak times was not a place to prove my athletic ability or
selfishly get a “work out,” at least in the individualized, American way that I was used to.

Hong Kong’s history - past and present - is intertwined with its island locale. Before British
colonization and before dynastic rule, Hong Kong was a collection of fishing villages. The
estuaries and coastal habitats make it prime for some of the most biodiverse wildlife found on
earth. Both residents and visitors of Hong Kong get a glimpse of this through its cuisine, a rich
gastronomic tradition rooted in seafood and portability, but the oceanic geography has endless
cultural implications. From its geopolitical position, robust history of piracy and conquest, to the
port location which lends itself to being a safe haven for refugees and migrants - many of the
works in Volume IIT address the modern-day repercussions of that very concept. In a sense,
Hong Kongers are drifters, prone to adapting to new situations, which could explain why our
diaspora is as diverse as it is.

Cantonese people in the United States arrived by sea to establish New York City and San
Francisco’s Chinatowns, which are referenced frequently in this volume. Volume II was released
at the end of a year-long lockdown, but here we are in July 2021- simultaneously experiencing
the same hopefulness and homesickness. Many artists have turned to food to reclaim autonomy
in their lives. In uncertain times, art will always be a source of comfort and familiarity.

TRESE AR — 8 FC IR ME L HE A Rk, ARFF IR & — L R A EE R S BN, IEYE(R AR
—RLWEOERTF, AN RRA U 2 H AT A R B, R — K R G BRI A AL, AT
I A S ) e [l D L, YK P O S R =R, it P 3R A Do T e HERA N ZE ], Ik e 3
1B L K A AT A, MR, 1A KR, kst S pOE ki N IRELAE %, ZIC
HR i O 4 [l i ot A 2 e s S B R B B A MR o By R R M 7, 2B /D AN R FR AR A IR AT
8\ 22 ] Y 5 B AR o,

AN IR BUE, U S R N R AT B, S A IR AT, L A SR AT,

R HEA 2 Gk, FLT 98 i 2 2 TR Y AR B b ArpOmE Bk, BRI 20 A B iR
FE RN O E BB FARE, JE RNk ] DL it 56 2 R B PRI EVER) — 1, B R IR B A E
AL, 308 M AL PR S5 TR S, DA M P 1 B (i FL Rl 25 B R M B A IR ) | SE L SR I E LA Y



SO, AESE = MM MRS PR, SRR b, FJUE N —EAEETR R, REOR LT BR B AR R, B
Eﬁzﬁ I R A o 2 R PR LA

B NS B E LB, BT T A T M = RE AR A, S HIR AR AR L BE B, 2R
MHE R — FRVEMR I AR, 13 B2 20214F7 1, [FIRFHE IR Ay 92 B4 uofﬁgﬁhfﬁ%&%ﬁuﬁk
RARERH ORI, B RORE, A0k 1z A2 2 B RIS,



	A City on the Water 

