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Using copyrighted works in the classroom 

As educators, we often have very specific questions around copyrights, such as using images, 
videos, and texts when teaching. To find out more about navigating copyrights in your 
classroom (be it in-person or online), consult these resources: 

1.​ Copibec website - Detailed overview of Quebec copyright law in education 
2.​ Copyright Matters pamphlet - Answers to teachers’ top questions around copyright 
3.​ Fair Dealing Decision Tool - Self guided tool for specific copyright questions 

 

Creating digital resources to use in the classroom 

When creating resources based on copyrighted works: Be respectful of the creations of 
others, following the guidelines indicated in the three online resources above. Resources 
containing copyrighted works should not be made freely available on the web or sold for 
profit. 
 
When creating resources from scratch: You can share your own resources online as Open 
Educational Resources (or OERs), which are freely accessible and openly licensed resources 
used for teaching and learning. Most OERs are published with a Creative Commons license. 
 
 

Creative Commons licensing 

Creative Commons (or CC) licences are a type of copyright license that let creators (like you!) 
tell the world how they want their materials to be used: 
 

 BY Credit given to original creator   NC Only non-commercial uses permitted 

 SA  Adaptations shared under same terms   ND No derivatives/adaptations permitted 

 

As an example, the CC license image in the footer of this document lets others remix, tweak, 
and build upon this document non-commercially, as long as they credit where it came from 
and license their new creations under the same terms.  
 
Read more about CC licenses here: https://creativecommons.org/use-remix/cc-licenses/ 

 

For more information contact: RECITAGE@recit.qc.ca 
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. 

https://www.copibec.ca/en/agreement-elementary-highschool
https://www.cmec.ca/140/Copyright_Matters!.html
http://www.fairdealingdecisiontool.ca/DecisionTool/
https://creativecommons.org/use-remix/cc-licenses/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
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Finding CC resources to use in your own work 

Here are some recommended sites to find a variety of Creative Commons resources to use in 
your own materials: 
 

●​ Images → Pixabay, Unsplash, StockSnap, Picography, Pexels, Flickr CC* 
●​ Music → Incompetech*, Bensound*, FreeMusicArchive*, digccmixter* 
●​ Video → Moving Image Archive, Pixabay Videos, Life of Vids 
●​ Icons → Iconmonstr, Flaticon*, Icons8*, NounProject* 
●​ Slide templates → Slidesgo*, SlidesCarnival*, SlidesMania* 

 

Note that the resources on sites with a * require attribution. See how to attribute your 
sources by visiting this page: https://creativecommons.org/use-remix/attribution/ 
 
 

Licensing creative works 

Refer to the footer of this document for an example of how to licence your own work using 
Creative Commons. It must include: 
 

●​ The author’s name (yours!), your contact info (ex. email), and the year published. 
●​ The Creative Commons licence image and a to link the licence deed. 

 

Check out this site to create your custom CC licence: https://creativecommons.org/choose/ 
 
 

RECIT professional development 

Want to start creating OERs from scratch? As your RECIT consultants, we can help you develop 
the following technological skills: 

●​ Website creation 
●​ Video filming & editing 
●​ Photography & photo editing 

●​ Graphic design 
●​ Music creation 
●​ Augmented reality creation 

 

For more information contact: RECITAGE@recit.qc.ca 
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. 

http://pixabay.com
http://www.unsplash.com
http://www.stocksnap.com
http://www.picography.com
http://www.pexels.com
https://www.flickr.com/creativecommons/
https://incompetech.com/music/
https://www.bensound.com/
https://www.freemusicarchive.org/curator/Video
http://dig.ccmixter.org/
https://archive.org/details/movies
https://pixabay.com/videos/
https://lifeofvids.com/
https://iconmonstr.com/
https://www.flaticon.com/
https://icons8.com/
https://thenounproject.com/
https://slidesgo.com/
https://www.slidescarnival.com/
https://slidesmania.com/
https://creativecommons.org/use-remix/attribution/
https://creativecommons.org/choose/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

