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2026 Collaborative Educators Summit 
Applied Curiosity/Adapting Together 

  
Wednesday, August 12 (Day 1 - Evening)  
At Rosamond Gifford Zoo 
 

Time/Duration Description Location 
5:00 - 8:00 pm Applied Curiosity 

WwwReception, Book Signing 
Conversations, Connections and Networking 
Adult Beverages and Heavy Hors d’oeuvres 
Food and Bar available 5-7pm 

Rosamond Gifford 
Zoo 

5:30 pm Welcome & Introductions  Community Room 
5:40 pm Ice Breaker, Table Conversations and Discussions: 

Lisa Blank, Amanda Zullo, Laurie Yager 
What does (or should) Education look like for our students and 
their future careers? 

Community Room 

6:30 pm Applied Curiosity 
Conversation and Book Signing 
Stephanie and Isaac Budmen 

Community Room 

7:00 pm Last Call - Adult Beverages and Heavy Hors d’oeuvres 
Conversations and Connections 

Community Room 

7:15 pm Closing Remarks, Reflection, and Prep for Tomorrow Community Room 
8:00 pm End Community Room 

 
 

2026 Collaborative Educators’ Summit 
Applied Curiosity/Adapting Together 

At Woodland Elementary School 
East Syracuse Minoa CSD 
 
Thursday, August 13 (Day 2) 
 
Time/Duration Description Location 
7:30 - 8:30 am Registration & Coffee Lobby & 

Community Cafe 
8:35 am Welcome, Surveys & introductions  

Jim, Sarah & Donna 
Community Cafe 

9:00 am Reflections from the evening reception  
Amanda Z  

Community Cafe 

9:15 - 10:00  
am 

Collaborative Conversations Inspiring Action 
Professional Ecosystem Panel Discussion - Adapting Together 
Kristin Enright, Executive Director of Curriculum and Instruction, 
Central Square SD 
Krystal Ripa, Director of Workforce Development, SUNY Empire 
State University 

Community Cafe 
  



Jason Fahy, Pine Grove MS Science Teacher,  
East Syracuse Minoa CSD 
Erin Newton, Professor, Department of Business and 
Entrepreneurship, Onondaga Community College 
Denise Rodriguez, Social Studies Teacher, Fulton City SD 
Ryan Lanigan, Phoenix CSD, Superintendent 
Mike Frame, Executive Director of Manufacturers Talent Institute, 
MACNY 
Lauren Kochian, President, MOST 
 
Moderated by Jenny Frank, Director STEM Ecosystems,  
TIES I Teaching Institute for Excellence in STEM 

 Transition/Break  
10:15 am - 
10:50 am 

Rising Professional Ecosystem Panel - recent graduates and 
students at college/hs/ms 
Moderated by Stephanie and Issac Budmen 

 

10:50 am Transition/Break  
11:00 am -  
11:55 am 

Breakout Session 1  

11:55 am Transition/Break  
12:00 pm - 
12:45 pm 

Conversations and Connections 
Tiny House Design - 4th graders and Teachers, Central Square SD 
The Tiny House Showcase session will be an interactive 
presentation offering a space for attendees to engage with a truly 
authentic learning experience from inception to fruition. In this 
session, facilitators will demonstrate how students transitioned from 
"learners" to "lead architects" by showcasing their design portfolios, 
architect clipboards, and their tiny house models. Fourth grade 
students will be invited to attend, bring their Tiny Houses, and 
discuss the authentic learning experience. Educators will have the 
opportunity to engage with facilitators and students alike. This 
session aims to share actionable strategies for project-based 
learning, allowing colleagues to leave with an action plan and 
sustainable design for their own classroom. 

All - Community 
Cafe 

12:45 pm -  
1:25 pm 

Lunch - Connections All - Community 
Cafe 

1:25 pm Break/Transition  
1:30 pm -  
2:25 pm 

Breakout Session 2   

2:25 pm Break/Transition  
2:30 pm - 
3:25 pm 

Breakout Session 3  

3:25 pm Break/Transition  
3:30 pm Thoughtful Classroom/AI-Driven Lesson Planning 

Tom Colabufo 
All - Community 
Cafe 

4:45 pm Closing Reflection Activity  All - Community 
Cafe 



 End/Safe Travels  
 

Breakout Session Schedule  
  
Three breakout slots are offered across the afternoon. Each slot runs 5–6 concurrent sessions. 
Sessions are organized into four concurrent thematic threads to help plan a coherent arc of 
learning — or mix threads freely. 

Concurrent Threads 
Each session is tagged with one of four threads. Following a single thread across the day builds a 
connected arc; mixing threads is equally encouraged. 

Thread Focus 

Curiosity & Innovation Hands-on making, invention, animation, 3-D design, and 
student-led design thinking 

Equity, Identity & Student 
Voice 

Strengths-based practice, empathy pedagogy, student storytelling, 
and youth leadership 

Workforce & Community 
Ecosystems 

Business partnerships, apprenticeships, STEM community links, 
and civic revitalization 

Applied Pedagogy & 
Instructional Practice 

AI integration, habit formation, inquiry techniques, and 
health-informed instruction 

  
  

Session 1  |  11:00 am – 12:00 pm  |  Applied Curiosity in Action 
  
Sessions extend the morning ecosystem panel into classroom and community practice. Hands-on and 
inquiry-focused offerings anchor this slot. 

Room Thread Session Title Presenter / 
Organization 

Audience 

A14 Curiosity & 
Innovation 

3-D Modeling and Printing 
Across the Curriculum 

Bryan Zevotek 
Watertown CSD 

K–12 

A16 
 

Applied Pedagogy 
& Instructional 
Practice 

Adaptable Arthropods: 
Build-an-Insect 
 

Dan Collins 
SUNY ESF 

K–12 

C16 Applied Pedagogy 
& Instructional 
Practice 

   -STEM: A Ready-to-Use 
Addiction Neuroscience 

Leigha Burkhalter + 
Robert Dowman 

9-12, Higher Ed 



Curriculum for Rural 
Classrooms.   

Clarkson University 

C17 Workforce & 
Community 
Ecosystems 

City & School Synergy: A 
Blueprint for Civic-Powered 
Community Revitalization 

LaDuc, Noel, 
Rodriguez, 
Stadtmiller + Mayor 
Rice & Waldron 
Fulton City SD / City of 
Fulton 

10–12, 
Community 

C18 Equity, Identity & 
Student Voice 

Using Gallup Clifton Strengths 
to Help Students Tell Their 
Story 

Paul Muench 
Daneli Partners 

7–12, Higher Ed 

C08 Equity, Identity & 
Student Voice 

Portraits with a Purpose: 
Using AI to Transform 
Student Identity and 
Readiness — The 
Brockport Story  
 

Ryan Lanigan 
Phoenix Central School 
District 
 
Anthony Smith 
Brockport Central School 
District 

All 

 
  
  

Session 2  |  1:30 pm – 2:25 pm  |  Pathways, Pipelines & Possibilities 
  
Sessions focused on sustainable systems — apprenticeships, community STEM partnerships, student 
identity, and health-informed instruction. 

Room Thread Session Title Presenter / 
Organization 

Audience 

A14 Curiosity & 
Innovation 

Animate to Innovate Bryan Zevotek 
Watertown CSD 

K–12 

A16 Curiosity & 
Innovation 

Invent It Forward Mary Eileen Wood 
Terra Science and 
Education 

K–12 

C09 
 

Curiosity & 
Innovation 

Capstone for All: Preparing 
Students to Adapt to a 
Rapidly Changing World 

Cindy Hlywa 
East Syracuse Minoa 
CHS 

10–12, 
Pre-College 

C16 Applied Pedagogy 
& Instructional 
Practice 

BRAIN-STEM’s teachers 
toolkit for inquiry based 
learning and metacognition 

Lenn Johns and 
Barbara D. Lewis 

Clarkson University 

9–12, Higher Ed 



C17 Workforce & 
Community 
Ecosystems 

Building Classrooms & 
Careers: Apprenticeships for 
Students and Educators 

Krystal Ripa 
SUNY Empire State 
University 

10–12, Higher Ed 

C08 Equity, Identity & 
Student Voice 

Tough Empathy Pedagogy in 
Action 

Kayla Akbar 
Le Moyne College 
C-STEP 

7–12, Higher Ed, 
Non-profit 

  

Session 3  |  2:30 pm – 3:30 pm  |  Leading Forward 
  c. H A A S as 
Culminating sessions apply the day's themes to student identity, community engagement, career 
pathways, and systemic change. 

Room Thread Session Title Presenter / 
Organization 

Audience 

A14 
 

Curiosity & 
Innovation 

Capstone for All: Preparing 
Students to Adapt to a 
Rapidly Changing World 

Cindy Hlywa 
East Syracuse Minoa 
CHS 

10–12, 
Pre-College 

A16 
 

Applied 
Pedagogy & 
Instructional 
Practice 

AI Friend, Foe, or Tool Lisa Blank 
Watertown CSD 
Amanda Zullo 
Wells CSD 

K–12 

C09 Applied 
Pedagogy & 
Instructional 
Practice 

Critical Thinking: A STEM 
Revolution 

Joe Zawicki 
SUNY Buffalo 

K-12, Higher 
Education 

C17 Equity, Identity & 
Student Voice 

Prop Talk: Communicating 
with an individuals lived 
experience 

Katie Laissle 
Syracuse Stage 

All 

C16 Equity, Identity & 
Student Voice 

Hi-5 Friends: Empowering 
Youth Leaders 

Joe Palmer 
Frankfort-Schuyler CSD 

K-12 

C08 Workforce & 
Community 
Ecosystems 

Business and School: 
Forming Meaningful 
Partnerships That Benefit Our 
Students 

Elizabeth Garofalo 
Canastota CSD 

10–12, Workforce 

 

Session Descriptions 
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