Grade 3

Academic Overview
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Introduction

This brochure provides an overview of the academic program, skills, and concepts in Third Grade. It outlines the core subjects,
instructional goals, and learning expectations for your child. Newington offers a comprehensive curriculum with sequential instruction
in language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, the arts, and wellness at every grade level.

Below is a sample of what your child will be working on in Third Grade:
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Purpose of the Language Arts Curriculum

The Language Arts Curriculum aims to enhance all facets of language, including reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing. This
development ensures that students can communicate effectively in a technological and constantly evolving world.
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Real-World

Tum and Talk

whnat challenges do lving things face in an
environment? Do you think people should help
plants and aninals survive? Why or why not?
Have a conversation with a partrer.




Social Studies

In third grade, students will participate in a comprehensive study focused on Connecticut and its local towns. They will explore how
geography, economics, and government structures have shaped the history and current society of the state and communities.

This study will encourage students to formulate and investigate compelling questions across the four core disciplines. Potential questions
for exploration include:

How are governmental decisions made at the state and local levels?
How has the history and culture of Connecticut influenced our community today?
What factors caused changes in Connecticut, and how did these changes contribute to the broader history of America?

What role does geography play in the economy of our state?

How do individuals and groups contribute to their local community or the state as a whole?

Through this inquiry-based approach, students will gain a deeper understanding of their state and its significance in American history and
society.




Health

The health program aims to empower students to communicate and advocate for their needs while promoting healthy choices. Aligned with
the Healthy and Balanced Living Curriculum, it covers health promotion and disease prevention in a developmentally suitable way. Key skills
developed include analyzing health influences, accessing reliable information, practicing health-enhancing behaviors, and refining
communication, decision-making, goal-setting, and advocacy skills.

In third grade, students learn to make balanced meal choices across all food groups, understand nutrients, recognize the importance of
physical activity, and identify safe food consumption practices. They also study safety rules for outdoor activities, including bike, water, and
railroad safety, along with precautions related to weather and sun exposure.

The curriculum emphasizes social-emotional development, fostering self-awareness, self-management, social skills, and self-care. This
helps students cultivate the Habits of Work described in our Portrait of a Graduate, aiming to nurture engaged learners, responsible citizens,
and accountable learners.

Focus on Safe and Healthy Boundaries

At the elementary level, the curriculum addresses safe and healthy boundaries by teaching students about appropriate displays of
affection, the concept of safe versus unsafe touches, and the importance of setting personal boundaries. Students are empowered to feel
safe and encouraged to speak with a trusted adult when necessary, while also learning to respect others' boundaries.

Moreover, the state framework emphasizes age-appropriate education on safe and healthy boundaries. At the elementary level, students
learn about appropriate expressions of affection, including what constitutes safe and unsafe touches. They are taught their rights to
establish boundaries, feel secure, and communicate with a trusted adult when necessary, as well as to respect the boundaries set by
others. Newington Schools recognizes the importance of these topics for student well-being, establishing a foundation for the prevention
of sexual abuse and assault. However, in accordance with Connecticut General Statute 17a-101q, if you prefer your child not to participate in
the sexual abuse and assault awareness and prevention component, please submit a written request to your child's teacher.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D2j7QORQDIXHXkPnfX28HY3nm8PDy0hF/view?usp=drive_link

Art

Art education fosters critical thinking and problem-solving abilities, as well as self-awareness and self-expression, which contribute to overall
well-being. The elementary art program offers interdisciplinary experiences that help students integrate ideas, concepts, and processes,
leading to a more holistic understanding of their world. It also enhances their appreciation of the diverse cultures reflected in the arts. Third
graders will have the chance to engage with original art in a museum context and will continue to create art inspired by their imagination,
memories, and observations.

Students Will:

Practice and build upon previously learned skills and techniques.

Exhibit greater proficiency in the art criticism process.

Learn about individual artists, styles, and genres.

Begin to incorporate specific elements in their artwork, such as color, lines, texture, and shapes.

Understand and apply design principles like balance, contrast, variety, patterning, and rhythm to create visually impactful artwork.
Identify various careers that utilize visual arts.




Music education significantly improves students' learning, communication, creativity, teamwork, discipline, cultural awareness, respect for
others, and self-esteem through personal achievements. The music program is designed to cultivate these essential

Students will:
e Reinforce vocal skills by utilizing a 'singing’ voice and singing 'in-tune,’ while expanding their repertoire of songs.
e Continue exploring movement through steady beat and body percussion in rhymes, songs, circle games, and folk dances.
e Use recorders to enhance music literacy development.
e Study the four families of instruments to understand symphonic instrumentation.
® Learn avariety of music terms and symbols.




The Wellness program for third graders aims to enhance children's understanding of their movement capabilities, which in turn helps them
master various movement skills, both functional and creative. This program provides students with opportunities for individual expression
and encourages creative responses, allowing them to progress at their own pace.

In third grade, students are introduced to skills specific to individual and team sports. Through movement exploration, they will engage with
various sports skills applicable in game-like scenarios.

Students will learn:

e Appreciation of fitness
e Collaboration with a partner
e Functioning as part of a team
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