Ensuring Fairness: The 2025 Outlook for Richmond
County Child Support

Navigating the financial responsibilities of parenthood after a separation is a complex journey,
particularly within the legal framework of the 10th Judicial District. In Georgia, the system for
establishing and maintaining Richmond county child support is designed to ensure that
children receive the same level of financial stability they would have enjoyed had their parents
remained in a single household. As we move through 2025, several critical updates to state
guidelines and local court practices have refined how these obligations are calculated and
enforced.

The Income Shares Model in a Modern Economy

Georgia utilizes the "Income Shares Model," which pools the adjusted gross incomes of both
parents to determine a presumptive base of support. A significant shift in 2025 is the expanded
definition of what constitutes "gross income." Beyond traditional salaries and wages, the
Richmond County Superior Court now more explicitly factors in freelance earnings, gig economy
income, and certain digital assets. This ensures that the calculation for Richmond county child
support reflects the modern financial reality of both parties.

Once the combined income is established, the court refers to the Basic Child Support Obligation
(BCSO) table. This table was recently updated to account for significant cost-of-living increases,
meaning many families may see different figures than those calculated just a few years ago.
The total obligation is then divided pro-rata; if one parent earns 70% of the combined income,
they are typically responsible for 70% of the base support amount.

Adjustments for 2025: Low Income and Shared Time

A maijor priority for the local judiciary this year is ensuring that support orders are equitable for
all economic brackets. New low-income adjustment tables are now in effect for parents earning
between $1,550 and $3,950 monthly. This protection prevents support orders from pushing a
non-custodial parent into financial instability while still prioritizing the child's needs.

Furthermore, while mandatory parenting time adjustments—which tie support amounts to the
number of "overnights"—are slated for a full statutory rollout in 2026, many judges handling
Richmond county child support cases in 2025 are already utilizing their discretion to factor in
significant shared custody. If a child spends a substantial amount of time with the non-custodial
parent, the court may deviate from the standard worksheet to reflect the direct costs (such as
food and housing) that the parent is already providing.

Modification and the Mandate of Care
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It is important to remember that these orders are not static. Life events, such as a 10% or
greater shift in income or a dramatic change in a child’s medical or educational expenses, can
trigger a review. However, in the Augusta area, any parent seeking to establish or modify
Richmond county child support must first complete a mandatory "Divorcing Parents
Seminar." This educational requirement ensures that both parties understand the emotional and
financial impact of their transition on their children.

Whether you are establishing a new order or seeking a modification due to a change in
circumstances, the goal remains the same: a balanced, legally sound arrangement that puts the
child's welfare first.
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