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SHORT BIO 

Dr. Yu ZHOU, Professor, Earth Science and Geography, Vassar College 
Innovation and China’s high-tech industry, Urban sustainability in China, Overseas 
Chinese transnational networks.   
 
Yu Zhou is professor of Geography at Vassar College.  She had her bachelor’s and 
master’s degree from the College of Urban and Environmental Sciences at Peking 
University, and PhD in Geography at University of Minnesota in 1995. She has been 
teaching at Vassar College since 1995 and served as Chair of the Earth Science and 
Geography Department and the Director of Asian Studies.  Her research examines 
Chinese development of high-tech industry and innovative clusters in information 
technology and biotech.  She published a co-edited volume China as Innovation Nation 
(Oxford University Press 2016).   Her monograph The inside story of China’s high-tech 
industry: making Silicon Valley in Beijing (Rowman and LittleField 2008) is one of the 
earliest comprehensive study of institutional transformation and innovation in Beijing’s 
Zhongguancun.  She also published many articles in academic journals such as Urban 
Studies, Journal of Economic Geography, Global Network, World Development, 
EuraAsia Geography and Economics, Geoforum, China Review, Environment and 
Planning A, Economic Geography, Journal of Technology Transfer, Regional Studies etc, 
in addition to book chapters.  She is the lead PI in grants from the National Sciences 
Foundation, Luce Foundation, Chiang Ching-Kuo Foundation, Asian Network and 
Lincoln Institute of Land Policy.  She also contributes to Chinafiles, National Interest, 
Huffington Post among others.  She has been interviewed by New York Times, and 
Washington Post, Voice of America, Wires UK among others. 
 
Box 465 Vassar College 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12604 
Tel: ​ (845)437-5543 (O) 
​ (845)486-8073 (H) 
Fax: ​ (845)437-7577  
E-mail: yuzhou@vassar.edu 
 
EDUCATION 
 
Sept. 1989 - Sept. 1995 Geography Department, University of Minnesota.  Ph.D. 1996. 

Dissertation title: Chinese Ethnic Networks in Producer Services 
Sectors of Los Angeles. 
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Sept. 1986 - July 1989 
 

Peking University, P.R. China, Department of Regional and 
Environmental Sciences (formerly Geography), M.S. 1989. 

  
Sept. 1982 - July 1986  
 

Undergraduate in Department of Geography, Peking University. B.S. 
1986. 

 
APPOINTMENT 
 
July 2008-now 
 

Full professor, Department of Earth Sciences and Geography, Vassar 
College. 
Chair of the department since July 2022 
 

Jan 2009-July 2011​ ​ Chair, Department of Earth Science and Geography, Vassar 
College 

  
June 2002- June 2008 Associate professor, Department of Earth Sciences and Geography, 

Vassar College. 
July 2002-July, 2006 Director of Asian Studies, Vassar College 
Sept. 1995- June 2002 Assistant professor, Dept. of Geology and Geography, Vassar 

College 
Sept. 2000-June 2001 
 

World bank fellow, visiting professor at China Center for Economic 
Research, Beijing University 

Mar. 2001-June 2001 Consultant for five-year forecast of e-business project in China, 
Institute for the Future (USA) and Beijing University. 

Mar. 1995-June. 1995 Instructor, Department of Geography, University of Minnesota 
Sept. 1990-Mar. 1995 Teaching and research assistant, Department of Geography, 

University of Minnesota 
Sept. 1985-June 1989 Teaching assistant in Transportation Geography  

Research assistant and planning consultant in Beijing, Weifang, 
WuZhou, JiNing, China. 

 
ACADEMIC AWARD AND GRANTS: 
 
Taiwan National Science and Technology Council, 2024, Visiting faculty in Science and 
Technology, Spring semester 2025 at National Taiwan University, Institute of Geography.  
 
Co-PI: 2023 Li Foundation institutional gift for Environmental education of China, along 
with Fubing Su in Polisci and Maryann Cunningham in ENST.  
 
India-China Institute, 2021, New School, Fellows for the India China Institute’s 
International Research Seminar: “Shifting Geographies of Expertise and Policymaking,” 
2021-2022.  
 
Luce Initiative on Asian Studies and the Environment (LIASE) for Vassar College, 
implemental grant, PI and main author of the proposal, 2017, Director of the program 
from 2016-2019, 2020-2021. 
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Environmental Research Institute, research for energy and climate change, Vassar 
College. 2016 
 
Ford Scholarship: two student assistants for Luce Initiative of Environment and Asia.  
Vassar College. 2016 
 
2015 Luce Initiative on Asian Studies and the Environment (LIASE) for Vassar College: 
Lead author.  
 
Asian Network faculty enhancement grant-Travel seminar to South India, Summer, 2014 
 
Outstanding service award from China Geography Specialty Group in AAG in 2013. 
 
Collins Faculty Research Fund, 2013-15, for research on green buildings.  
 
Ford Scholarship, Vassar College 2011, 10 week student fellowship for research 
 
ASIANetwork Freeman Faculty- Student Fellowship, 2012. Mentoring undergraduate 
student’s research in China on sustainability issues. 
 
Peking University-Lincoln institute, Urban and Land Policy Center on collaborative 
research on China’s urban environmental issues (2011) 
 
Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, US on Chinese green building (2012-2013) 
 
Ford Scholarship, Vassar College, 2011, five weeks student fellowship for data analysis.  
 
National Science Foundation Grant, 2010, extension for follow-up survey of ICT firms in 
Beijing, Shanghai-Suzhou, Shenzhen-Dongguan. (award #0552237) 
 
Public Intellectual Fellow, National Committee on US-China Relations. 2008 
 
Vassar College Ford Scholarship for student assistant, summer 2008  
 
Vassar College Ford Scholarship for student assistant, summer 2007. 
 
Vassar College research matching grant 2006 
 
National Science Foundation Grant 2005 (Geography and Regional Science Program, 
NSF GRS 0552237) ($178,676) on Comparative Studies of China’s high-tech regions in 
Beijing, Shanghai-Suzhou and Shenzhen-Dongguan. (Lead PI and the main author of the 
proposal).  The project is participated by two other researchers in the United States, one 
in Taiwan, One in Hong Kong and three in China.   
 
Research grant from Chiang Ching-Kuo Foundation for International Scholarly 
Exchange, with Josephine Smart in Calgary University to investigate the role of Taiwan 
companies in China’s high-tech development. 2005 
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Vassar college summer research grant, On Beijing high-tech zone, 2003 
 
Environmental Protection Agent grant,  Using GIS to identity environmental justice 
concerns in the Mid-Hudson Valley, with Meg Stewart, Jill Schneiderman at Vassar 
College. 2003 
 
Vassar College Summer research grant, 2000.  
 
Pacific Cultural Foundation Research Grant on China 
 
World Bank Visiting Fellow, Center of China Economic Research, Peking University  
 
Association of American Geographers Travel award to International Geographical 
Congress, Seoul, Korea, 2000 .  
 
Mellon grants teaching with technology, Vassar College, with Mark Schlessman, Meg 
Stewart 2000, on GIS development 
 
Mellon grant teaching with technology, 1999, Vassar College, with Meg Stewart, for GIS 
data collection. 
 
Ford scholarship Grant on Asian Diasporas, with Martha Kaplan, Vassar College, 1998 
 
Best dissertation award of Industrial Geography Specialty Group, AAG 1997.  
 
Planning Grant for International Migration Program, Social Science Research Council, 
1997.  
 
Vassar College Summer Research Grant 1997  
 
Vassar College Summer Research Grant. 1996.  
 
Ford scholarship Grant, Vassar College. 1996. 
 
Russ Adam’s award on best paper in Economic Geography, Department of Geography, 
University of Minnesota. 1995.  
 
Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Grant, National Science Foundation, 1993.  
Davis Dissertation Fellowship, Department of Geography, University of Minnesota, 
1993.  
MacArthur Dissertation Fellowship, University of Minnesota,1992,  
MacArthur Predissertation Fellowship, University of Minnesota, 1992,  
 
Summer Predissertation Fellowship, Department of Geography, University of Minnesota, 
1992,  
 
Graduate School Dissertation Special Grant, University of Minnesota, 
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MacArthur Peace and International Cooperation Fellowship, 1989. University of 
Minnesota. 
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PUBLICATION 
Book 
Book, China as an Innovation Nation, 2016 Edited by Yu Zhou, William 

Lazonick, and Yifei Sun, Oxford University Press, include 
co-authored introduction, and one chapter.  

 
Book “The inside story of China’s high-tech industry: making Silicon Valley in Beijing. 

2008. Lanham, MA: Rowman and Littlefield Publisher. ISBN-13 
978-0-7425-5579-2 (cloth), ISBM 13: 978-0-7425-5580-8 (paper).   

 
Referee journals: 
 
Zhou, Y. 2022. Fall.  Competing with China. Special issue on How the Chip and Science 

Act can deliver on its promises.  P. 38-39.  Issues in Science and Technology, a 
quarterly journal of National Academies of Sciences, engineering, and Medicine 
with Arizona State University.  

 
Sun, F., & Zhou, Y. (2022). Health benefits of compact cities for Chinese older adults: 

Nation-level study of Chinese cities. Transactions in Planning and Urban 
Research, 1: (3-4) page 289-308. https://doi.org/10.1177/27541223221146704 

Zhou Yu, and Abigail E Coplin, 2022, Feb. Innovation in a Science based sector: the 
institutional evolution behind China’s emerging biopharmaceutical innovation 
boom. China review 22:1 39-76. 

Zhou Yu, & Feixiang Sun (2022): Creating Knowledge Assets under Biocapitalism: 
Analyzing China’s Biomedical Industry and Its Patent Networks, Economic 
Geography, DOI: 10.1080/00130095.2022.2070471  

Zhou Yu, 2021 Qujing (取经) as policy mobility with Chinese characteristics:  A case 
study of ultralow- energy building policy in China, Environment and Planning A: 
Space and Economy Volume: 53 issue: 2, page(s): 410-427 
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0308518X20960736 

 
Zhou Yu, George Lin and Jun Zhang, 2019. Urban China through the lens of 

neoliberalism-is conceptual twist enough? critical commentary in Urban Studies, 
Vol 56-1: https://doi.org/10.1177/0042098018775367 

 
Zhou, Yu 2015 “Mixed Market and crisis mitigation: lessons from the performance of 

China’s ICT hardware industry before and after the 2008 crisis.  Eurasian Geography 
and Economics 56:2: 193-219. 

 
Zhou, Yu (2015) State Power and environmental initiatives in China: analyzing China’s 

green building program through an ecological modernization perspective. 
Geoforum 61: 1-12.  

 
 Zhou, Yu, Yifan Cai (2014), 打造中国绿色建筑推广的合力（Creating 

“crowd-sourcing” for China’s Green Building promotion program）现代城市研究 
(Modern Urban Research). Vol. 6: 89-96 (in Chinese) 
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https://doi.org/10.1177/27541223221146704
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/epn/53/2
https://doi.org/10.1177%2F0042098018775367


Wu,W., and Y. Zhou, (2012) “The Third Mission Stalled? Universities in China's 
Technological Progress.” Journal of Technology Transfer 37(6): 812-827. 

Tong Xin, Jin Shi and Yu Zhou, 2012 Greening of supply chain in developing countries: 
diffusion of Lead (Pb)-free soldering in ICT manufactures in China. Ecological 
Economics 83: 174-182. 

Sun, Yifei, Yu Zhou, Yehua Wei and George Lin, 2013 “Subcontracting and Supplier 
Innovativeness in a Developing Economy: Evidence from China’s Information 
and Communication Technology Industry"  Regional Studies.Vol 47(10): 
1766-1784. 

Zhou, Yu, and Y.H, Dennis Wei, (2011), Globalization, Innovation, and Regional 
development in China, Guest editorial. Environment and Planning A. Vol. 43, P. 
781-785. 

Yifei Sun and Yu Zhou, 2011.  Innovation and interfirm technological networking: 
evidence from China’s information communication technology Industry. Erdkunde, 
65(1): 55-70 

Wei, Y.H Dennis, Yu Zhou, Yifei Sun, George Lin 2012. Production and R&D networks 
of foreign ventures in China: implications for technical dynamism and regional 
development. Applied Geography 32(1): 106-118, ranked by Web of Science 419 
(out of 17381.0 articles) (published between 2010 to 2014).  

George C.S. Lin, Cassandra C. Wang, Yu Zhou, Yifei Sun, and Yehua Dennis Wei. 
(2011), Placing Technological Innovation in Globalizing China: Production 
Linkage, Knowledge Exchange, and Innovative Performance of the ICT Industry 
in a Developing Economy.   Urban Studies: 48(14): 2999-3018. 

Zhou, Yu, and Jinnyuh Hsu, 2010. “Divergent engagements: Comparing the roles and 
strategies of Taiwan and mainland Chinese returnee entrepreneurs in the IT 
industry.” Global Network 11(3): 398-419 

Yu Zhou; Yifei Sun; Y. H. Dennis Wei; George C. S. Lin, 2011. De-centering 'spatial 
fix'--patterns of territorialization and regional technological dynamism of ICT 
hubs in China,  Journal of Economic Geography ; No11(1): 119-150. (among the 
top ranked in citation in the journal, Web of Science 162 (out of 85808.0 economic 
articles, published between 2010 to 2014) 

Zhou, Yu, 2008 “Synchronizing export orientation with import substitution: creating 
competitive indigenous high-tech Companies in China,” World Development. Vol. 
36, No. 11, Nov., 2353-2370. 

Zhou, Yu ,  Dec. 2007 China’s High Tech Industry and the World Economy: 
Zhongguancun Park, Japan Focus, a leading electronic journal of Japan and 
Asian Studies. http://www.japanfocus.org/products/details/2661.  The article was 
ranked #3 in January 2008 citation.  

Zhou, Yu and Yifei Sun, 2006:  Introduction: Mediating state and market in China’s 
competitive high technology industry , Special issue of China review. Vol. 6(1): 
1-8. 

Zhou, Yu 2006, State and Commercial Enterprises in China’s Technical Standard 
Strategies, special issue of China review, Vol. 6(1):  37-66. 

Zhou, Yu 2005. The making of an innovative region from a centrally planned economy: 
Institutional evolution in Zhongguancun Science Park in Beijing, Environmental 
and Planning A 37: 1113-1134. 
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Zhou, Yu and Xin Tong, 2003, Interaction Between Multinational Corporations and 
Domestic Firms in a High-Tech Service Cluster in Beijing, Economic Geography 
79(2): 129-152.  

Li,Wei Gary Dymski, Yu Zhou, Carolyn Aladaba and Maria Chee, 2002 Chinese 
American Banking and Community in Los Angeles County: The Financial Sector 
and Chinatown/Ethnoburb Development, Annals of American Geographers 92(4): 
777-796 

Li,Wei Yu Zhou, Gary Dymski, and Maria Chee, 2001. Banking on Social Capital in the 
Era of Globalization: Chinese Ethnobanks in Los Angeles, Environment and 
Planning A Vol. 33: 1923-1948. 

Zhou, Yu and Yen-Fen Tseng, 2001, Regrounding the “Ungrounded Empires 
”-Localization as the geographical catalyst for transnationalism.  Global Network 
1(2):131-154. 

Zhou, Yu 2000.  The fall of “the other half of the sky?” -contemporary experiences of 
Mainland Chinese immigrant women in New York City. Women's Studies 
International Forum 23(4): 445-459. 

Zhou, Yu  1999.  Beijing and the development of dual central business districts, 
Geographical Review(88)3: 429-436. 

Brian Godfrey and Yu Zhou,  1999.  Ranking world cities: Multinational corporations 
and global urban hierarchy.  Urban Geography 20(3): 268-281.  

Zhou, Yu 1998. How do places matter: A comparative study of Chinese communities in 
Los Angeles and New York City.  Urban Geography, 19(6): 531-553. 

Zhou, Yu  1998. “Beyond Enclaves: Location strategies of Chinese producer service 
firms in Los Angeles.” Economic Geography, 74(3): 228-251.   

Zhou, Yu 1996. “Firm Linkages, Ethnic Networks and Territorial Agglomeration: 
Chinese computer firms in Los Angeles.” Papers in Regional Science, Vol. 75(3): 
265-291. 

David Faust, Richa Nagar, Eric Sheppard, Byron Miller, Barbara Vandrasek, Yu Zhou. 
1992 “Collective response: social justice, difference, and the city.”  Environment 
and Planning D: Society and Space, 1992. 10, pp. 589-595. 

Peng Zhen Wei, Yu Zhou, Qi Hung.  1989.  北京西单商业街的变化与发展研究，（The 
changes of Beijing Xidan commercial street and the study of its future 
development). 城市规划(Urban Planning) 1989, Vol. 4,  p.21-24. 

Yang Wu Yang, Li Biao, Yu Zhou, Shi Guang Liang. 1989. "县城市域 规划的若干理论
问题 –以朱城市为例。(Several  theoretical questions in urban planning for 
county sites, -- a case study of Zhucheng)“  地理学报 (Acta Geographica, Sinica) 
Vol. 44-3, p. 281-290. 

Wang Xi Lai and Yu Zhou  "烟袋斜街的兴衰和重建的布局基调。(The history of 
YanDai Street and its redevelopment plan)“城市问题  (Urban Problems) 1988, 
Vol. 22, p.50-52. 

 
Book chapters: 
 
Zhou, Yu, “Knowledge and Power: China’s High-tech Industry and the Perils of a 

Shifting Global Knowledge Hierarchy,” accepted in an edited volume: Shifted 
Geography of Expertise and Policy Making, by University of Amsterdam Press.  
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Zhou, Yu and Tianchen Zhou 2023, Green Building in China: governance and promotion 
of sustainability, accepted by Handbook on China’s Urban Environmental 
Governance. DOI: https://doi.org/10.4337/9781803922041.00033 

 
Woodworth, M.D., Ren, X, Rodenbiker, J., Santi, E. Tan, Y Zhang, L, Zhou, Y. (authors 

are alphabetically listed) 2023 Researching China during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
Chapter in forthcoming edited volume by Brunn, Stanely on Field work during 
Covid-19 Pandemic, published by Springer.  

Zhou, Yu, 2017 Paths of Green Building Technology in China, chapter 8 in Energy 
Efficiency and the Future of Real Estate. Co-edited by Ed Coulson, Yongsheng Wang 
and Clifford Lipscomb.  Spring Nature, Palgrave Macmillan, 161-186.  

Zhou, Yu, 2013. “Time and Spaces of China’s ICT industry.” Chapter 5 in The Economic 
Geography of the IT industry in the Asia Pacific Region. Edited by Philip Cooke, 
Glen Searle and Kevin O’Connor.  Routledge. pp. 69-86. 

Zhou, Yu and Jinyuh Hsu 2013. “Comparing the roles and strategies of Taiwanese and 
mainland Chinese returnee entrepreneurs in the IT industry.” Republished in 
Technology transfer between the US, China and Taiwan: moving knowledge.  
edited by Douglas Fuller and Murray Rubinstein, Rougtledge. P. 99-122. 

Zhou, Yu, “The migration of Chinese professionals: and the development of the Chinese 
ICT industry.”  2010. Diasporas in the New Media Age: Identity, Politics and 
Community., edited by Andoni Alonso and Pedro J. Oiarzabal, University of 
Nevada Press. ISBN: 0874178150 

Zhou Y. (2009). High-Tech Industry. In Kitchin R, Thrift N (eds) International 
Encyclopedia of Human Geography, Volume 1, pp. 122-127.Oxford: Elsevier 

Gary Dymski, Maria W.L. Chee, Hyeon-HyoAhn, Carolyn Aldana, and Yu Zhou, 2006. 
Chapter 8 in Landscapes of the Ethnic Economy edited by David H. Kaplan and 
Wei Li to be published by Roman & Littlefield publishers Inc.    

Zhou, Yu 2004, Chinese immigrants in the global economy. Chapter 3 in Migration: A 
global view. Edited by Maura I. Toro-Morn and Marixsa Alicea, Greenwood’s 
World View of Social Issues Series. pp.35-52. 

Zhou, Yu 2002. New York: Caught under the fashion runway—Immigrant enterprises in 
the garment industry of New York Book chapter in Unravelling the Rag 
Trade-Immigrant entrepreneurship in seven world cities, edited Jan Roth. Oxford, 
UK: Berg Publishers. P113-134. 

Jici Wang and Yu Zhou, 2001. 北京中关村电子信息产业的企业集群分析 (Analysis of 
Beijing Zhongguancun information technology firms regional cluster), Ch. 6-6 in 
创新的空间：企业集群与区域发展 (Innovative spaces: enterprises clusters and 
regional development).  Beijing: Peking University Press. P. 220-233. 

Tseng Yen-Fen and Yu Zhou. 2001. Immigrant Economy in a Pacific Rim Context: 
Chinese businesses in Los Angeles.  Book chapter in The Chinese Triangle of 
Mainland-Taiwan-Hong Kong: Comparative Institutional Analyses. Edited by 
Alvion Y. So, Nan Lin, Dudley Poston, West port, CN: Greenwood. 

Zhou, Yu 2000 “Bridging the continents: the roles of Los Angeles Chinese producer 
services in the globalisation of Chinese business .” Book chapter in The 
Globalisation of Chinese Business Firms, edited by Henry Wai-Chung Yeung and 
Kris Olds, London: Macmillan Press Ltd. pp167-194. 
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Encyclopedia entries: 
 
Zhou Yu, 2024 High-tech industry, International Encyclopedia of Geography, Wiley 

Publish.  https://doi.org/10.1002/9781118786352.wbieg2200, online.  
High-tech industry, new and  revised entry in April 2018.  
For Wiley-AAG The International Encyclopedia of Geography: People, the Earth, 

Environment, and Technology, (2016) 

“High-tech industry” (2000 words) 
“Localization/Delocalization” (750 words) 
 
For Berkshire Encyclopedia Of China: Modern And Historic Views Of The World's 

Newest And Oldest Global Power(2009) 

“High-Technology Sector” ( it is also included in the Handbook: Internet in China, 2011) 
 
Zhou Y. (2009). High-Tech Industry. In Kitchin R, Thrift N (eds) International 

Encyclopedia of Human Geography, Volume 1, pp. 122-127.Oxford: Elsevier 
 
Book Review: 
 
Book review 2018. Handbook on the Geographies of Innovation, Edited by Richard 

Shearmur, Christophe Carrincazeaux and David Doloreux, Cheltenham UK: 
Edward Elgar 2016. ISBN9781784710767, accepted by Pennsylvania geographer 
and will be published 55-2 

 
Book Review 2003. The Chinese diaspora: space, mobility and identity. Edited by 

Laurence  J.C. Ma and Carolyn Cartier. Geographical Review, 93(3): 417-419. 
Book Review 2000. The Institutional Transition of China’s Township and Village 

Enterprises: Market Liberalization, Contractual Form Innovation and 
Privatization, by Hongyi Chen. 2000. Ashgate Studies on the Economic Reform 
of China.  Aldershot, U.K. and Brookfield, Vermont: Ashgate.  Journal of 
Regional Science: 41(1): 187-190. 

Book review 1998. Filipino Americans: Transformation of identity.  London: Sage 
publication. 1997 edited by Maria P. P. Root. in Journal of Ethnic and Migration 
Studies Vol. 24(2), p. 394-395. 

Book review. 1997. The New Asian Immigration in Los Angeles and Global 
Restructuring, by Paul Ong, Edna Bonacich and Lucie Cheng. Philadelphia: 
Temple University.  New Community: the journal of the European research centre 
on migration and ethnic relations, Vol 23 (1). 

Book Review: 1996. Urban Space in Contemporary China: the Potential for Autonomy 
and Community in post-Mao China.  Edited by Deborah S. Davis, Richard Kraus, 
Barry Naughton, and Elizabeth J. Perry.  New York: Cambridge University Press, 
1995.  Geographic Review Vol.86(2): 308-310. 

 
 
Abstracts 
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Shorebirds vs Shanghai: Habitat change and “Ecological civilization in a fast changing 

region.  collaborative poster, with Mary Ann Cunningham, Aldele Brikenes, Eilif 
Ronning, Alexandra Reillinger. Accepted for AAG 2019 poster sessions.  

 
Yu Zhou, Decentering “spatial fix”— Patterns of territorialization and regional 
technological dynamism of ICT hubs in China.  AAG abstract for 2009 annual meeting. 
 
Stewart, Meg E., Zhou, Yu, Schneiderman, Jill S., Archer, Marnie, and Harris, Emily M., 

2004, GIS-based environmental inventory for the mid-Hudson valley, New York: 
Association of American Geographers 1904-2004 Centennial Meeting Program, 
Philadelphia, PA, p. 271-272. 

 
Stewart, Meg E., Schneiderman, Jill S., Archer, Marnie, Harris, Emily M., Lee, George 

R., and Zhou, Yu, 2003, Building a comprehensive environmental inventory for 
the mid-Hudson valley, New York: Geological Society of America 
Abstracts-with-Programs, National Meeting, v. 35, n. 6. 

 
OTHER PUBLICATION OR MEDIA INTERVIEWS 
Zhou, Yu, Jan. 2025. China tech shrugged off Trump’s ‘trade war’ − there’s no reason it 

won’t do the same with new tariffs. The Conversation. 
https://theconversation.com/china-tech-shrugged-off-trumps-trade-war-theres-no-r
eason-it-wont-do-the-same-with-new-tariffs-245220 

 
Zhou, Yu, Jan. 2025.  The power of the ordinary life: TikTok ban kicked started the 

unprecedented conversation between Americans and Chinese, available at 
https://medium.com/@yuzhou_39363/the-power-of-the-ordinary-life-tiktok-ban-k
icked-started-the-unprecedented-conversation-between-00ca6429baf2 

Zhou, Y. 2022. Fall.  Competing with China. Special issue on How the Chip and Science 
Act can deliver on its promises.  P. 38-39.  Issues in Science and Technology, a 
quarterly journal of National Academies of Sciences, engineering, and Medicine 
with Arizona State University.  

Yu Zhou, 2021. what one idea from Chinese tech west should copy: Protocol|China: 
News, analysis and research on the people, power and politics of Chinese 
tech 
https://www.protocol.com/china/chinese-tech-west-should-copy?rebelltitem=1#rebelltite

m1 
 
Yu Zhou, 2020, Chinese Americans’ connections with China are not threat, they are 

American asset. Common dreams May 6, 2020. 
https://www.commondreams.org/views/2020/05/06/chinese-americans-connections-china

-are-not-threats-they-are-american-assets. 
 
Yu Zhou, April 1. 2020, Poughkeepsie Journal submission and interview.  

https://www.poughkeepsiejournal.com/story/news/local/2020/04/01/coronavirus-
mid-hudson-chinese-community-association-raises-10-k/5089549002/ 
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Yu Zhou 2018: Yu Zhou on Made-in-China 2025.  National Committee on US-China 
Relations. https://youtu.be/JWh7H5-nmUw 
 
 
Yu Zhou 2019 Jan 28. “U.S. trade negotiators want to end China’s forced tech transfers. 

That could backfire” Washington Post, Money Cage,  
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2019/01/28/u-s-trade-negotiator

s-want-to-end-chinas-forced-tech-transfers-that-could-backfire/?from=timeline&i
sappinstalled=0&utm_term=.06aa9023b218 

 
 
Yu Zhou, 2017, As China Reins in capital, what next for global trade?” A ChinaFile 

conversation. 
http://www.chinafile.com/conversation/china-reins-capital-what-next-global-trad
e 

 
Yu Zhou, 2016, China as an innovation nation, invited and recorded interview with 

Chinafile, https://www.chinafile.com/books/china-innovation-nation. 
 
Yu Zhou, 2016, China as an innovation nation, book interview with Voice of America. Jan 

13 2016.  
http://www.voachinese.com/a/voaconnect-zhouyu-20170114/3675697.html 

 
Yu Zhou, 2016, Will China take the lead on climate change, a ChinaFile conversation.  

http://www.chinafile.com/conversation/will-china-take-lead-climate-change 
 
Yu Zhou, 2016, Comments on merge of Monsanto and Bayer, Genetic Modified Crop. 

Interview with Voice of America, 
http://www.voachinese.com/a/voaweishi-zhouyu-20160922/3519410.html. 

 
Yu Zhou, 2016, The transition of China into an innovation nation, OUP blog: Oxford 
University Press’s academic insights for the thinking world.  
http://blog.oup.com/2016/10/transition-china-innovation-nation/ 
 
Yu Zhou 2013. Snowden and China’s High-tech trade.  National Interest, July 11 2013. 

http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/snowden-chinas-high-tech-trade-8712 
 
Yu Zhou, 2012, Bring Fair Trade to Electronics. Huffington Post, Jan. 29 2012 (front 

page op-ed). Can be accessed at 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/yu-zhou/apple-china-factory_b_1240580.html 

 
Yu Zhou, “Can China innovate-the state?” blog site in ChinaAnalysis.  Can be accessed at 
http://www.chinaanalysis.com/opinion/2011/06/can-china-innovate-2/, June 6 2011. 
 
Yu Zhou, “Can China innovate-the market?” Blogsite in ChinaAnalysis.  Can be accessed 

at http://www.chinaanalysis.com/opinion/2011/01/can-china-innovate/ 
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https://youtu.be/JWh7H5-nmUw
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2019/01/28/u-s-trade-negotiators-want-to-end-chinas-forced-tech-transfers-that-could-backfire/?from=timeline&isappinstalled=0&utm_term=.06aa9023b218
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2019/01/28/u-s-trade-negotiators-want-to-end-chinas-forced-tech-transfers-that-could-backfire/?from=timeline&isappinstalled=0&utm_term=.06aa9023b218
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2019/01/28/u-s-trade-negotiators-want-to-end-chinas-forced-tech-transfers-that-could-backfire/?from=timeline&isappinstalled=0&utm_term=.06aa9023b218
http://www.chinafile.com/conversation/china-reins-capital-what-next-global-trade
http://www.chinafile.com/conversation/china-reins-capital-what-next-global-trade
https://www.chinafile.com/books/china-innovation-nation
http://www.voachinese.com/a/voaconnect-zhouyu-20170114/3675697.html
http://www.chinafile.com/conversation/will-china-take-lead-climate-change
http://blog.oup.com/2016/10/transition-china-innovation-nation/
http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/snowden-chinas-high-tech-trade-8712
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/yu-zhou/apple-china-factory_b_1240580.html
http://www.chinaanalysis.com/opinion/2011/06/can-china-innovate-2/
http://www.chinaanalysis.com/opinion/2011/01/can-china-innovate/


Yu Zhou, “What exactly happened in Copenhagen?” The China Beat, A popular Blog site 
on China, Jan 4, 2010.  http://www.thechinabeat.org/?p=1298 

 
Yu Zhou, “Huiyuan: My “nationalistic” juice” The China Beat, A popular Blog site on 

China, March. 25 2009. 
http://thechinabeat.blogspot.com/2009/03/huiyuan-my-nationalistic-juice.html. 
Yu Zhou, “Can China go high-tech when exports slump?” The China Beat, A popular 

Blog site on China. Mar. 12 2009. 
http://thechinabeat.blogspot.com/2009/03/can-china-go-high-tech-when-exports.
html 

Yu Zhou, “One City, One Dream,” Vassar: The Alumnae/I Quarterly, p. 64. 
http://www.aavc.vassar.edu/vq/articles/LastP_Winter2008. 

Yu Zhou, The Miscellany News, Sept. 9, 2008.  “Online Exclusive: Geography professor 
reflects on her experiences at the Beijing Olympics.” 
http://www.miscellanynews.com/online_exclusive_geography_professor_reflects
_on_her_experiences_at_the_beijing_olympics 

Yu Zhou, Jan. 2009. China in Waiting, Blog interview for SSRC. 
http://www.ssrc.org/features/questions/yuzhou/. 

Yu Zhou, “High-technology sector.” Entry in Berkshire Encyclopedia of China. Gt 
Barrington, MA: Berkshire Publishing.  2009. P. 1022-1029  

Yu Zhou, Made-in-China' unfairly tainted in toy recall,Op-Ed piece in Poughkeepsie 
Journal, Valley News, August 27 2007.  

Stewart, Meg E., Schneiderman, Jill S.,Archer, Marnie, Harris, Emily M.,Lee, George R., 
and Zhou, Yu, 2003, Building a comprehensive environmental inventory for the 
mid-Hudson valley, New York: Geological Society of America 
Abstracts-with-Programs, Vol. 35, No. 6. 

Co-author in “The Future of China's Software Industry," China Five-Year Forecast, 
Center for the Future of China, Beijing and San Francisco, 2002. 

Co-author in "The Future of China's High Tech Manufacturing Industry," China 
Five-Year Forecast, Center for the Future of China, Beijing and San Francisco, 
2002 

Yu Zhou.  2001.  Wrong side of the tracks: Beijing’s internet companies have chosen not 
to settle in the city’s technology zone, Have they made a mistake? Business 
China: Fortnightly report to managers of China operations. May 7th 2001. The 
Economist Intelligence Unite Limited. p. 5-6.  

Yu Zhou. 2001. Shuzi geming xia de Zhongguo shengshi (Chinese cities under the digital 
revolution) Shuzi caifu (Digital Fortune). 2001, 4 (6): p. 19-22. Beijing: 
Zhongguo jisuanji shijie chuban fuwu gongsi (IDG, China) 

 
 
CONFERENCE ORGANIZING AND PRESENTATION: 
 
Invited lecture on research methodology at Peking University, March 2024 

Panelist in Helga Leitner and Eric Sheppard Symposium, May 2023 Minnesota.   
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http://www.thechinabeat.org/?p=1298
http://thechinabeat.blogspot.com/2009/03/huiyuan-my-nationalistic-juice.html
http://thechinabeat.blogspot.com/2009/03/can-china-go-high-tech-when-exports.html
http://thechinabeat.blogspot.com/2009/03/can-china-go-high-tech-when-exports.html
http://www.aavc.vassar.edu/vq/articles/LastP_Winter2008
http://www.miscellanynews.com/online_exclusive_geography_professor_reflects_on_her_experiences_at_the_beijing_olympics
http://www.miscellanynews.com/online_exclusive_geography_professor_reflects_on_her_experiences_at_the_beijing_olympics
http://www.ssrc.org/features/questions/yuzhou/


Panelist in AALAS workshop on teaching and research in China March 31-April 1st in 
Philadelphia 2023 

Present my co-authored paper with Abigail Coplin, ““Innovation in the science-based 
sector: China’s biopharmaceutical boom.” At New State/New Sciences online 
conference, organized by John Kelly, Martha Kaplan and Poornima Paidipaty. I was also 
a panelist in the session: Cross-Current: Rendering historical complexity intelligible. July 
22-24, 2021.  

Present my paper “Nation-states, science and belonging in troubled times.” at the virtual 
AAS conference panel Dilemmas of Belonging, organized by Martha Kaplan, on Feb. 26 
2021.  

Present my paper on biotech industry at International Conference on Re-globalization and 
innovation and Entrepreneurship. Sept. 16 2020. Organized by Yifei Sun.  

Zoom presentation of my research on Elderly and Compact city in China, at Vassar 
College with Feixiang Sun.  April 17 2020 

April 2019 Association of American Geographer, Washington DC.  Presented paper: 
“Policy Mobility and qujing: China’s search and adoption of sustainable building 
technology from abroad. 

Dec. 2018, invited to participate the workshop of Public Intellectual on US-China 
Relations. Washington DC.  

2017 Luce Initiative on Asian Studies and the Environment (LIASE) Conference, Oct. St 
Paul MN.  

 
Present my paper on policy mobility in Second Biennial Conference of the Political 
Ecology Network at Oslo Norway in June 19-22, 2018 
 
REGIONAL STUDIES ASSOCIATION GLOBAL CONFERENCE IN CHINA Regional 
Governance, Industrial Restructuring and Sustainable Development 29th June – 1st July 
2018, Peking University, Beijing China 
 
Participated13th International Conference on Green and Energy-Efficient Building and New 
Technologies and Product Expo, March 21-22 2017 in Beijing.  
 
Organizer and panelist of AAG, 2017, “Uncomfortable fit: China in the lens of neoliberalism and 
post-colonialism.”  Present paper on green building technology in AAG 2017. Organizer for the 
keynote speech for China Geography Specialty group.  
 
 
Present “Technology Selection of Chinese green Building” at the BIT’s 6th Annual Low Carbon 
& Green Growth Earth Summit 2016. June 30-July 3 in Kintex Gyeonggi-do South Korea.  
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Participated Governance and Planning in Transitional China, IACP Beijing, June 20-July 3 2016.  
 
Was invited by the Vassar President Hill and participated in the Yale-NUS Globalizing the 
Liberal Art Symposium and Workshop on June 6-9th 2016.   
 
Presentor, 2015, “Evolution of Chinese state policy on innovation.” Financial Institution 

in Innovation and Development, Japan Conference.  July 30-31 in Ritsumeikan 
University, Osaka, Japan.  

Presentor, member of conference organization committee, 2015, New York Conference 
on Asian Studies Sept, 2015, Vassar College.  I presented my paper “technology 
selection and China’s Green Building program”, also organized panel on Asian 
and Environment collaboration and studies among colleges receiving Luce Grant 
Initiative on Asia and Environment.  I also screened and discussed the Chai 
Jing’s documentary: Under the Dome.  

Presentator, 2015 “Can the Chinese government make Chinese building green? 
Analyzing China’s green building program through ecological modernization 
perspective. AAG, Chicago, April 23. 

Panelist, 2015, China’s global repositioning: challenges to the new world order, April 24, 
AAG Chicago. 

Discussant, 2015, China Geography speciality group Plenary Series, II Kenneth 
Pomeranz: “land rights, Water Control, and Community structure in China’s 
long-run development, 1400 AD to now.” April 24, AAG Chicago. 

Presentator, 2015, “Analyzing Chinese Green Building through Ecological 
Modernization Perspective.” Asian Network Conference. April 10, St Louis. 

Presentation, 2015, “China’s green building program.”  AsianNetwork Conference, St. 
Louis 

Panealist, 2015, Asian Network Faculty Enhancement Program: India Summer 2014 
Program. April 11, St. Louis.  

I participated in a workshop on the formation of Chinese innovation Forum in Beijing in 
July 2014.  

I participated Asian network conference in Chicago in April 2014 
I organize a workshop in April 2014 at Vassar college on China’s path of innovation. 

Fourteen scholars, and journalists participated in the workshop.  
I co-organized a workshop with University of Mass, Lowell and Institute of Policy 

Research at Chinese Academic Of Sciences in Oct. 2013 on Ford initiative on 
financial institution and innovation in Beijing.  

I participated in the Peking University-Lincoln institute on land policy conference, July 
2012 in Beijing. 

I presented my paper “Green Building: logics of development or sustainability?”at 
Annual Conference of Association of American Geographers, in Los Angeles, 
April 2013. I also co-organized a panel with Yifei Sun on Engaging Public 
Discourse on China, and presented in another panel on geography reflection.  

I participated in the Asian network conference in Nashville, TX in April 2013 to report 
our research in China funded by Asian networks. My student Emily Denn presented 
their research representing all student participants. 

I participated conference among Public Intellectual Fellows organized by National 
Committee on US-China relations in Washington DC, Dec. 2012. 
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I presented my paper on China’s green building development, organized a paper session 
on Asian land and infrastructure development, and another panel on Teaching 
East Asia at NY Conference of Asian Studies at New Platz in September 2012. 
In addition, my students who worked with me over the summer of 2012 on 
sustainability in Beijing gave presentation at the conference.  

I participate in the AsiaNetwork 20th year conference in April 2012, in Portland Oregon 
to accept award for the Freeman Faculty-student grants.  

I  was invited to be the panel moderator for Fordham Intellectual Property Law Institute 
on April 11th, 2012 on China’s New Environment for Intellectual Property Law. 

I  was invited to join the workshop on China’s Emerging Technological Trajectory: 
Challenges and Opportunities at Penn State University, Dec. 2 2011. I made the talk 
on the impact on the financial crisis to China’s IT industry. 

I  was invited to be the commentator for China Institute book event  on professor 
Shenkar’s book Copy Cat on Dec. 9 2011 in the China Institute in New York City. 

I presented my paper on the Chinese firms responses in the financial crisis and organized 
the session on the technological restructuring after the financial crisis in AAG. I also 
join the panel on European sustainability organized by Mary Ann Cunningham, Feb. 
2012. 

I  presented her paper “Financial Crisis and China’s ICT industry,” and participated in the 
workshop: China’s way of innovation at Los Angeles on Oct. 6-7, 2011 

I  participated in the New Path project, which is a multi-national project on technological 
innovation submitted to EU Commission. The project finishes second in the review 
process.  However, due to the budget limitation, it may not be able to get funding 
this year, but it is invited to resubmit.  

I presented my paper: Financial crisis and China’s industrial restructuring: ​
- a longitudinal study of before and after the crisis in China’s ICT hardware industry.​
 at Asia Pacific IT industry conference at Brisbane, Australia, April 28-29, 2011. 
 
I presented my paper: “The third mission stalled? Universities in China’s technological progress 

and regional development.” at the Transnational Corporations, Knowledge and networks 
in China’s regional Economy Workshop. Giessen, Germany, 2010, June 20-24.  

I presented my paper: “Divergent territorialization, comparing three prime clusters of ICT 
industry in China.” at Regional science meeting within AAG meeting in Washington DC, 
April 2010. I also was a panelist and organizer on 2008 Financial crisis and Asia, 
organizer and commentator for the first Plenary session by China Geography Specialty 
Group, by David Lampton, as well as organizer in other four sessions.  

I presented my paper: “Exports, FDI and technological innovation. “at the first international 
conference on globalization, innovation and urban-regional development in Shanghai, 
June 19-20 2009.  

2009 Annual meeting of American geographers, Las Vagas, NV, April 2009.  I presented my 
paper “regional comparaisons of global-local industrial network in China.” I organized or 
co-organized 5 sessions, and chaired two sessions. I was a penalist in three sessions: the 
first joint China-Asia geography speciality group session on Asian century, Latecomer 
technological upgrading and global production networks, and the 2008 Tibetan uprising: 
reflection one year later.  

I was invited and participated in the 98th Dahlem workshop on “Is there a methematics of social 
entities?, Berlin, Dec. 14-19, 2008.  The workshop is chaired by Carlo Jaeger and Rupert 
Klein. I was a part of the innovative region panel.  
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I presented my paper “Sources of innovation and market competitivenss for Chinese indigenous 
high-tech companies.” In second conference on “Still the Asian century?” in University 
of Birmingham, UK in Sept. 10-12, 2008 

 2008 Annual Meeting of American Geographers, Boston, MA, April 2008. I presented my paper 
“Divergent engagements: comparing Taiwan and Mainland China returnee entrepreneurs 
in the ICT sector.” I am also a panelist in “Understanding Transnationalism and the 
Chinese Diasporas”, and was the chair or organizer in four other sessions.   

 
Serve as a member of the organization committee of Second Global conference on 

Economic Geography in Beijing, China June 25-28 2007, presented  
“Synchronizing export and import substitution: path of China’s high-tech 
industry”  Co-organized two panels of “Reflexive economic geographies and 
China studies.”   

“Synchronizing export and import substitution: path of China’s high-tech industry” 
Presented in AAG 2007, in San Francisco. 

“China’s model of technology change and the role of overseas returnee firms in 
Zhongguancun, Beijing”, Invited keynote speaker in Innovation under 
Globalization: Capacity Building and Performance Management” (CAS 
CB&PM), June 25-28, Beijing, China. Sponsored by the Bureau of Personnel and 
Education of the CAS and hosted by the Institute of Policy and Management of 
the CAS and the Chinese Association of Science of Science and Science & 
Technology Policy. 

“Anatomy of Beijing’s Zhongguancun at the beginning of the 21st century.”  Presented at 
the Fifth Conference of Industrial Clusters and Regional Development in China. 
Beijing, July 15-17, China. 

“Divergent engagements: Comparing the roles and strategies of Taiwan and mainland 
Chinese expatriate entrepreneurs in the information technology industry”, 
presented in the Annual meeting of Association of American Geography meeting 
in Chicago, March. 2006. 

Invited panelist in the special session on “Decentering Anglo-American Economic 
Geography,” in the Annual meeting of Association of American Geography 
meeting in Chicago, March. 2006 

“The role of returning entrepreneurs in China’s technology development.”  presented in 
the 2nd Cross Taiwan Strait conference on New Economic Geography, June 20-27 
2005, in Taiwan.   

 “The returning entrepreneurs and China’s high-technology” presented in a seminar on 
“Overseas students, new immigrants and transnational Chinese” in Tsinghua 
University in Beijing.  July 6 2005.  

 “The making of an innovative region from a centrally planned economy: Institutional 
evolution in Zhongguancun Science Park in Beijing” Presented at Centennial 
Association of American Geography meetings. I organized two sessions for AAG 
on Science and Technology development in China and was a panelist in another 
session on Immigrant geographers in American academia. 2004 

Stewart, Meg E., Zhou, Yu, Schneiderman, Jill S., Archer, Marnie, and Harris, Emily M., 
2004, GIS-based environmental inventory for the mid-Hudson valley, New York: 
Association of American Geographers 1904-2004, Centennial Meeting Program, 
Philadelphia, PA, p. 271-272. 
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 “The making of an innovative region from a centrally planned economy: institutional 
evolution in Zhongguancun Science Park in Beijing.” Presented in midstate 
Geography conference in Albany, NY, Oct. 31- Nov. 1, 2003. 

“Creating high-tech innovative habitat from a centrally planned economy-Beijing 
Zhongguancun science park development.” Presented at Spatial Restructuring, 
Urban Planning and Politics in China, June 16, 2002, Albany, New York. 

“Chinese high-tech zones.” Invited to speak East Asia Council (EAC-CASA) Workshop 
"Globalization, Regional Security, and the New Economies in East Asia" to be 
held in Calgary on March 1-2, 2002. 

“The geographical condition of ethnic transnationalism” session organizer and presenter 
at AAG, 2000 April, 4-8, Pittsburgh.  

 “Regrounding the “Ungrounded Empires”: the geographical condition of 
transnationalism - Chinese high-tech and accounting firms in Los Angeles,” 
presented in International Geographical Congress, Seoul, S Korea on August, 
14-18, 2000. 

“Location Patterns of Beijing’s Internet Industry”, presented in Global Conference on 
Economic Geography, in Singapore, Dec. 5-9, 2000.  

“The development of dual CBD in Beijing” presented at Future of Chinese cities: A 
research agenda for the 21st Century in Shanghai, China, July 1999.  

“The diverse experiences of Chinese immigrant women in the U.S.” presented at the 
international conference on Chinese diasporas in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, Havana, Cuba, December, 1999. 

“The fall of the other half of the sky-contemporary experiences of mainland Chinese 
immigrant women in Los Angeles.” presented in New York Asian Studies 
conference at SUNY, New Paltz, Oct. 16. 1998. 

“Multinational corporations and global urban hierarchy.” Co-presenter with Brian 
Godfrey, 93 Annual meeting of American Geographers, Boston, April 1998. 

“Spatial mobility from a gendered perspective.” panel organizer and presenter at 93 
Annual meeting of American Geographers, Boston, April 1998. 

Organizer and presenter in The other half of the “Model minority”:  Transformation of 
gendered experiences and identities among East Asian immigrant women in the 
U.S. , conference sponsored by SSRC International Migration Program and 
Vassar College, March 1998. at Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, NY. 

“Multinational corporations and Global Urban Hierarchy. Co-presentor with Brian 
Godfrey, 93 Annual meeting of American Geographers, Boston, April 1998. 

“Spatial motilities from a gendered perspective.” panel discussion at 93 Annual meeting 
of American Geographers, Boston, April 1998. 

“How Place Matters: Comparative studies of Chinese communities in Los Angeles and 
New York.”  Presented in Urban Affair Annual Meeting in Toronto, April, 1997. 

“Beyond Enclave: -Location choice of Chinese producer service firms in Los Angeles.” 
presented at 92nd annual meeting of the Association of American Geographers, 
Charlotte NC. April, 1996.   

“Ethnic networks as transactional networks: comparison of three types of Chinese 
producer services.”  presented at 91st annual meeting of the Association of 
American Geographers, Chicago, 1995.   
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"Transaction costs and ethnic networks in producer services" presented at 41st 
North American Meetings, Regional Science Association International, 
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada, November 1994.  

"Flexible production, ethnic networks and territorial agglomeration", presented by Eric 
Sheppard in 89 Annual Meeting of the Association of American Geographers, 
1993 in San Francisco.  

"Reinterpretation of ethnic networks: Chinese ethnic networks in producer service sector 
of Los Angeles", Presented in 89 Annual Meeting of the Association of American 
Geographers, 1993 in Atlanta. 

"Demographic Change and Inter-ethnic Conflict in Inner City Area"  presented at 88 
Annual Meeting of the Association of American Geographers, 1992 in San Diego. 

 
INVITED LECTURE (PARTIAL) 
 
Invited lecture on research method at Peking University, March 2024 
 
Panelist in India-China Institute US-China Technological Rivalry and its Global 
Implications.  Feb. 22 2024 
 
Keynote speaker for Henan University, Economic Geography Forum, Dec. 17 2022 
 
Invited for a panel at Duchess Commission on Human Rights, May 12, 2021 “Anti-Asian 
Hate: Covid, Asians and Pacific Islanders, and Creating a Caring Community.” It 
involved the commission from Dutchess, Ulster and Orange county.  
 
Invited for giving a lecture April 7 2021, at University of New Hampshire on Chinese 
innovation model. The YouTube link is here, link: https://youtu.be/eXyInzfFhdk 
 
Invited panelist in CSIS event on the 14th Five-Year Plan, November 2020, Center of 
Strategic and International Studies.  
 
Invited for a lecture at Bard college on neoliberalism and Chinese cities, Feb. 2020.  
 
Invited talk at Columbia University Urban China Forum, Oct. 2018 
 
Talk on Green Building on green building development in China at MIT on March 5. 
2019 
 
Talk on China’s technological innovation at Harvard at the March 6, 2019 
 
I taught an intensive summer course in Peking university in the first two week of July 
“Environmental China.” I have been teaching this course for a few years, the last time in 
the summer 2018 and 2019. I organized fieldtrip to several different sites in Beijing.  
 
Invited for a series of five economic geography lecture at Peking University, College of 
Urban and Regional Sciences, Feb-March 2018. 
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Invited by Fujian Normal University, Department of Geography on Geographical trends 
in North America. March 2018 
 
Invited by Duke Kunshan University on two guest lectures on China innovation and 
China green building development. April 2018.  
 
Invited by Capital University of Economics and Business to speak on China’s model of 
innovation, April 2018.   
 
Invited by Asian Society to be the panelist in the report launch of McKinsey Global 
Institute( MGC): Charting China’s digital Economy on Dec. 11 2017. Video of the 
session is available in 
https://asiasociety.org/video/charting-chinas-digital-economy-complete 
 
Invited to give a talk at SUNY Stonybrook, Department of Technology and Society.  Nov. 
27 2017, “China’s model of Innovation” 
 
Invited by Voice of America, to comment on the impact of the merge of Monsanto and Bayer in 
generic modified crops. Sept. 21, 2016, 
http://www.voachinese.com/a/voaweishi-zhouyu-20160922/3519410.html. 
 
Invited panelist “Can China truly innovate?”  Overseas Press Club of America co-sponsored by 
ChinaFile, Asian Society, and National Committee on US-China relations, and 50 Years Silicon 
Dragon.  Nov. 16 2016. Video link: 
https://opcofamerica.org/Eventposts/video-can-china-truly-innovate/ 
 
 
Invited lecture on China path of Innovation, SUNY Albany, Nov. 11 2016 
 
Lecture on Innovation studies and Economic Geography, at the first Summer Institute of 
Economic Geography, at Center of Huanghe Civilization and Modernizing Transition, Henan 
University, at Kaifeng, Henan province, China.  June 8th 2016 
 
Environmental studies, Union College, Feb. 2016 
 
East Asia program, Cornell University, video 
Institute of Geography, Academy of Sciences, July 2014 
 
Fulbright-Hays Seminar Aboard program by National Committee on US-China Relations, on 
June 30 2013.  
 
Sigma Xi annual lecture, June 2013 
 
Peking University, March 2013,  
 
Marist College, April 2013, 2014, 2015 
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Weatherhead Institute, Columbia University, Nov. 2012. 
 
Marist College, Department of Economics, March 1,  2010:.  
 
Wharton School of Business, University of Pennsylvania Feb. 6. 2010,  Wharton China 
Business Society, China Business Forum. Case leader 
  
Museum of Chinese Americans, New York City, Dec. 8 2010 as a local host of China 
townhall meeting.  
 
Clark University, Sept 21 2008, Department of Geography 
 
Peking University, July 15, 2008Political economics fo difference, Department of 
Geography. Summer school 
 
SUNY Albany, Oct. 2007 
University of Toronto, Jan. 2003 
 
Poughkeepsie Tennis club lecture: Human rights in China. Oct. 2001. 
 

Geographical Institute, Chinese Academic of Sciences on doctoral research methodology. 

(March 2001) 

 
China center for economic research, Beijing University.  Transnationalism and overseas 
Chinese. November 2000.  
 
University of Connecticut, Department of Geography, and Asian studies: Geographical 
conditions of transnationalism.  May 2000. 
 
Mid-Hudson Library System, Oct. 25 1998, Elting Memorial Library, New Paltz,  
 
Five College Center for East Asian Studies, Smith College, Northampton, MA. June 18 
1998 
 
Syracuse University, Department of Geography. Feb. 1998. 
 
American Forum for Global Education, China project, New York.  August 1996 
 
St. Thomas University.  St. Paul, Minnesota, March 1994 
 
 
COLLEGE ADMINITRATIVE SERVICES AND LEADERSHIP 
 
Organized and led international study trips with faculty and students in 2003, 2006, 2008, 
2016, 2018, 2019, and 2024.  The sizes of the trip ranged from 15-40 students and 
multidisciplinary faculty members, for two to three weeks, and involved activities such as 
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scholarly exchange, site studies and others. Some of the trips are co-organized but I have 
been the principal organizer with support from other faculty members and grant office.  
All the trips were successful.  
 
2023-2024: Director of Luce Initiative of Asian Studies and the Environment 
2021-2024: Chair of Earth Science and Geography department 
2020-2022: Chair, CEQ subcommittee of CCP work on revise college CEQ. The revised 
version of student evaluation (End of Class Survey, ECS) was adopted in April 2023 by 
Vassar 
2016-2019: Director of Luce Initiative of Asian Studies and the Environment 
2014-2017: 
Member of Faculty Appointment and Salary Committee (FASC):  FASC is an elected 
committee, which conducts promotion reviews of faculty at Vassar College along with 
Dean of Faculty and Vassar College president.  Expected to be the chair of the committee 
in the academic year 2016-2017.   
Member of Faculty Compensation Committee (FCC): FCC negotiates on behave of the 
faculty with the college administration and Trustees on faculty compensation. 
Member of Faculty Salary Committee (FSC): FSC conducts post-tenure review and 
review for non-tenure track appointments at Vassar College along with the Dean of 
Faculty and Vassar College president. 
Member of Vassar President Cabinet: Cabinet members provide general advice for the 
president.  
Member of Faculty Policy and Conference Committee (FPCC): FPCC is an elected 
committee represents the faculty in relations with the trustees concerning substantive 
changes in education policy, revisions in college governance and faculty handbook, 
assessment of performance of president for the board of trustees, and discusses matters of 
concern with faculty or the administration.     2015-2016 
 
2002-2006: Director of Asian Studies, and steer committee member  2021-2023 (an also 
many times in the past) 
 
1996-now 
Steering Committee member of International Studies Program, Former director and 
member, Asian Studies Program, Faculty, Urban Studies Program, Faculty, 
Environmental Studies program.  
 
Other committee service experiences since 2000:  
 
Committee on Research  
Liberty Committee 
Faculty Housing committee (second term 2020-2022) 
Committee member in Curriculum Planning (2019-2020) 
Appeal Committee 
Subcommittee on CEQ (2019-2022, chair 2021-2022) 
 Committee of Admission and financial aid 2023-2024 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE: 
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Editorial Board of Economic Geography, 2016-now 
Editorial Board of Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers 2013- 2016. 
AAG Meridian Book Award Committee, 2012-2015 
Academic Advisory Board for Global 
Studies 2010 
Fulbright National Screen Committee 2008-09 
Chair of China Geography Specialty Group, AAG 2009 
Vice chair of China Geography Specialty Group, AAG 2008 
Elected the secretary of China Geography Specialty Group, AAG 2007 
Board member of Urban Geography Specialty Group, AAG. 2002.  
Treasure and secretary, American Ethnic Geography Specialty Group, Association of 
American Geographers. 1996-1997. 
Tenure reviews for Colby College 
 
Journal Manuscript Review 
Gender, place and culture,  
Environment and Planning D, 
Environment and Planning A, 
Economic Geography 
Education about Asia  
Environment and Planning A,  
Journal of Ethnic Studies 
Eurasian Geography and Economics 
Annal of American Geography 
Urban Studies 
China: An international journal 
Regional studies 
International Journal of Technology Management 
Geoforum 
 
… 
 
Grant proposal reviews 
National Science Foundation 
Hong Kong Research Grant Council 
National Geographic Society 
 
 
 
Courses taught. 
University of Minnesota:​ Economic geography 
Vassar College​​ Population, environment, and sustainable Development 
​ ​ ​ ​ Economic geography: Spaces of global capitalism 
​ ​ ​ ​ Geographical research methods 
​ ​ ​ ​ Spatial statistics 
​ ​ ​ ​ Cartography 

The making of modern East Asia: Empires and   
transnational linkages 
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​ ​ ​ ​ Global geography (Intro. to human geography) 
​ ​ ​ ​ Introduction to Women Studies 
​ ​ ​ ​ Immigration and New York City 
​ ​ ​ ​ Imaging Asia 
​ ​ ​ ​ Global Asia 
​ ​ ​ ​ Asian diasporas 
​ ​ ​ ​ Ethnic geography and transnationalism.  
​ ​ ​ ​ China and the world  
​ ​ ​ ​ Environmental China: Nature, Culture and Development 
​ ​ ​ ​ Capital imperatives. 
​ ​ ​ ​ Senior seminar 
​ ​ ​ ​ Senior thesis workshop in geography 
​ ​ ​ ​ Lead or co-lead study trips to China total 8 times 
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