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What is the Difference Between Impact, Cone, and Jaw Crushers? 
 

Crushers are essential equipment in the mining and construction industries, used for reducing 

the size of large rocks and stones. Among the various types of crushers, impact, cone, and jaw 

crushers are the most commonly used. Each type has its unique features and applications. This 

article explores the differences between these crushers, helping you understand their specific 

functions and benefits. 

 

1. Overview of Crusher Types 
 

1.1 Jaw Crushers 

 

Jaw crushers are primarily used for crushing large rocks and stones into smaller pieces. They are 

characterized by: 

 

●​ Design: Consist of two plates, one fixed and one that moves back and forth. 
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●​ Operation: Material is fed into the top of the crusher and is compressed between the two 

plates. 

●​ Application: Ideal for primary crushing of hard materials like granite and basalt. 

 

1.2 Cone Crushers 

 

Cone crushers are designed for secondary, tertiary, and quaternary crushing stages. Key features 

include: 

 

●​ Design: Comprised of a rotating mantle inside a concave bowl. 

●​ Operation: Material is crushed by squeezing it between the mantle and the bowl. 

●​ Application: Suitable for crushing mid-hard and above mid-hard materials. 

 

1.3 Impact Crushers 

 

Impact crushers are used for crushing softer materials. They are characterized by: 

 

●​ Design: Utilize impact rather than pressure to crush materials. 

●​ Operation: Material is fed into a chamber where it is struck by blow bars attached to a rotor. 

●​ Application: Best for materials like limestone, gypsum, and phosphate. 

 

2. Key Differences 
 

2.1 Crushing Mechanism 

 

●​ Jaw Crushers: Use compressive force to break down materials. 

●​ Cone Crushers: Employ a rotating motion to crush materials. 

●​ Impact Crushers: Utilize impact force to shatter materials. 

 

2.2 Material Suitability 
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●​ Jaw Crushers: Best for hard, abrasive materials. 

●​ Cone Crushers: Suitable for medium-hard to hard materials. 

●​ Impact Crushers: Ideal for softer, less abrasive materials. 

 

2.3 Output Size and Shape 

 

●​ Jaw Crushers: Produce a more uniform particle size. 

●​ Cone Crushers: Offer a finer and more consistent output. 

●​ Impact Crushers: Provide a more cubical product shape. 

 

2.4 Operational Considerations 

 

●​ Jaw Crushers: Require less maintenance and are more durable. 

●​ Cone Crushers: Have higher operational costs due to complex design. 

●​ Impact Crushers: Easier to maintain but may wear out faster. 

 

3. Advantages and Disadvantages 
 

3.1 Jaw Crushers 

 

Advantages: 

●​ Simple design and easy to operate. 

●​ Low operational costs. 

●​ Suitable for large feed sizes. 

 

Disadvantages: 

●​ Limited to primary crushing. 

●​ Not suitable for very fine crushing. 

 

3.2 Cone Crushers 
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Advantages: 

●​ High crushing efficiency. 

●​ Produces a finer output. 

●​ Versatile for various stages of crushing. 

 

Disadvantages: 

●​ Higher initial investment. 

●​ More complex maintenance. 

 

3.3 Impact Crushers 

 

Advantages: 

●​ High reduction ratios. 

●​ Produces a uniform, cubical product. 

●​ Effective for recycling applications. 

 

Disadvantages: 

●​ Higher wear and tear. 

●​ Less effective on very hard materials. 

 

4. Conclusion 
 

Choosing the right crusher depends on the material type, desired output, and specific 

application needs. Jaw crushers are ideal for primary crushing of hard materials, cone crushers 

excel in secondary and tertiary crushing for harder materials, and impact crushers are best for 

softer materials and recycling applications. Understanding these differences ensures optimal 

equipment selection and operational efficiency in your crushing processes. 
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