
Unit Three Writing Task 2 Essay Gap Fill Factory Farms Essay 
 

In recent years, farming practice has changed to include methods such as factory farming and the use of 

technology to improve crops. Some people believe these developments are necessary, while others regard them as 

dangerous and advocate a return to more traditional farming methods.  

Discuss both points of view and give your own opinion. 

 

provide sufficient food       the long-term dangers       exploded       some controversy about         

to claim that       less labour intensive       argued       the ecosystem       outweigh        

genetically modified crops       extremely cautious       organic farming             

suffer regular famine and droughts       a variety of diseases 

by analysing       on both sides of the case       investment in traditional farming methods       

concerns about       conditions in factory farms       GM crops       several reasons why               

 

There is _______ how farming has been revolutionised in the past decades. While it is possible _______ the 

net effect of these changes has been for the benefit of mankind, my view is that the disadvantages _______ 

the advantages. In this essay, I shall explain my point of view _______ both sides of the argument. 

There are _______ these innovations in agriculture can be said to be positive. One is that the world’s 

population has _______ within the past century and that traditional methods of agriculture could not _______ 

for everyone. It can also be _______ that we need more efficient methods of farming because many countries 

in Asia and Africa _______ and the people would starve if it was not for _______ that are drought resistant. It 

should also not be forgotten that the quality of life of farmers has been improved by these advances which are 

_______. 

Those who argue for a return to smaller scale and more _______ base their arguments on the impact of 

agriculture on health and the environment. Firstly, it is claimed that _______ such as BSE, swine flu and bird 



flu were caused by _______ and that organic food is much healthier. Then, there are _______ the lack of 

research into how genetically modified crops might affect _______ for the worse. 

While there are strong arguments _______, my personal belief is that _______ of these developments mean 

that we should be _______. I suggest that there should be more _______  to make them more efficient and 

that there should be stronger legislation to ensure that both factory farms and _______ are safe. 
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