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The Courses of Study for B.S.S. Pass in Sociology shall extend over a period of three academic 
years comprising Six papers with marks as indicated below: 

 

Paper Code Paper Paper Title Marks Credits 
First year  

112001 Paper-I Introductory Sociology 100 4 
112003 Paper-II Social History & Anthropology 100 4 

Second year  
122001 Paper-III Classical Social Thought 100 4 
122003 Paper-IV Social Psychology  100 4 

Third year  
132001 Paper-V Sociology of Environment 100 4 
132003 Paper-VI Sociology of Bangladesh 100 4 

  Total = 600 24 
 

 

Dtailed Syllabus 

First Year 

Paper Code Paper Paper Title Marks Credits 
112001 Paper-I Introductory Sociology 100 4 

1.​ Introducing Sociology: Definition, nature and scope of sociology, relationship with other social 
sciences. Development of sociology: contributions of Auguste Comte, Herbert Spencer, Emile 
Durkheim, Max Weber, Karl Marx 

2.​ Methods & Measures in Sociology: Scientific method, experiment, survey, participant 
observation, participatory techniques and historical sociology 

3.​ Culture, Beliefs & Values: Norms, sanctions, symbols, language, subculture, counter-culture, 
hegemony & resistance 

4.​ Social Interaction & Social Structure: Socialization: Agencies of socialization, socialization & 
life cycle. Social interaction, exchange, status, role, group, types of group 

5.​ Social institutions: Definition, nature & role of institutions, family & marriage, economic 
institution, political institutions, education, bureaucracy, property    

6.​ Social Stratification & Mobility: Meaning of stratification, slavery, caste, class, role & status, 
age, gender. Social mobility-- factors affecting mobility 

7.​ Deviance & Social Control: Definition of deviance, theories of deviance; crime & justice 
system; agencies of social control 



8.​ Social Problems of Bangladesh: Poverty, unemployment, prostitution, HIV/AIDS, population 
problem, corruption, disaster, violence against women, child trafficking & pornography   

9.​ Different Types of Societies: Hunting & gathering societies, horticultural societies, agrarian 
societies & industrial societies; primitive communism, slavery, feudalism, capitalism, socialism & 
communism  

10.​ Social Change: Definitions, causes of social change, current changes: globalization and its 
impact 

 
Books Recommended:  
R. T. Schaefer (2009) ​ Sociology 
Giddens​ ​ ​ Sociology 
Smelser​ ​ ​ Sociology 
David Jary and Julia Jary ​ Collins Dictionary of Sociology 

        bvRgyj Kwig​ :​ mgvRweÁvb mgxÿY 
      nvmvby¾vgvb †PŠayix​ :​ mgvRweÁv‡bi cÖZ¨q I web¨vm 
     m¨vgy‡qj †KvwbM​ :​ mgvRweÁvb (Abyev`-isMjvj †mb) 
     W. isMjvj †mb I wek¦¤¢i Kzgvi bv_​ :​ cÖviw¤¢K mgvRweRb 
      isMjvj †mb​ ​ ​ ​   :​ evsjv‡`‡ki mvgvwRK ¯Íi web¨vm 

Paper Code Paper Paper Title Marks Credits 
112003 Paper-II Social History & Anthropology 100 4 

Part-1: Social History​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 2 Credit (50 Marks)  

1. Introduction: Definition, scope, importance and recent trends in social history. Relation of social 
history with sociology, history, and anthropology   
2. Culture of Prehistoric Age: (a) The Eolithic or early Stone Age (b) The Neolithic or new Stone Age 
3. Civilizations: River valley civilizations-- Egyptian Civilization, Babylonian civilization, Chinese 
civilization and Indus valley civilization 
4. Rise and Fall of Greek and Roman civilizations 
5. Political and Social Structure of Feudalism in the Middle Ages: The manorial system, cities in the 
middle ages, economy, conflict between the pope and the emperor; education, origin and growth of the 
universities, philosophy, renaissance 
6. Advent of Capitalism and Industrial Society: Historical forces relating to the growth of capitalism, 
capitalism and rapid social change 

 
Books Recommended: 
1. Burns and Ralph, World Civilization (Abridged edition) 
2. Gordon Childe, What Happened in History 
3. James Edgar Swain, A History of World Civilization 
4. Clive Bell, Civilization 
6. T. W. Wallbank and M. A. Taylor, Civilization, Past and present. (vol.1) 
7. Thompson, History of the Middle Ages. (Vols. 2) 
8. Adams, Civilization during the Middle Ages  
9. Thompson & Jonnson, Introduction to the Middle Ages  
10. Oman, The Dark Age 
11. Tout, The Empire and the Papacy 
12. Lodge, Close of the Middle Ages 
13. Edward M. Burns, Robert E. Lerner & Staudish Meacham, Western Civilization, 10th Edition 
14. b~ibœvnvi I Avt nvwjg​ :​ gvby‡li BwZnvm (2q LÛ) 



15. G †K Gg kvnbvIqvR​ :​ wek¦ mf¨Zv (cÖvPxb hyM) 
16. Ave`yj gwgb †PŠayix​ :​ cÖvPxb evsjvi BwZnvm I ms¯‹…wZ 
17. gvby‡li mgvR​ :​ RR© wmgmb (Abyev`- W. isMjvj †mb) 
18. ‡iewZ †gvnb eg©b​ : ​ mgvR I mf¨Zvi µgweKvk 
19. gvngy`v Bmjvg ​ :​ mvgvwRK BwZnv‡mi cUf~wgKv​ ​  
20. iZb jvj PµeZx©​ :​ mf¨Zvi cUf~wg​  
 

Part- 2:  Anthropology​ ​ ​ ​ 2 Credit (50 Marks) 

1.​ Introduction: Physical and cultural anthropology and their specialized areas; importance of 
studying anthropology; schools of anthropology: evolutionism, functionalism, diffusionism 

2.​ Kinship and Descent: Kinship: types and functions; kinship terminology; descent, lineage, clan, 
​​       indigenous peoples, simple society; origin and evolution of marriage and family 

3.​ Economic Organizations: Property ownership and law of inheritance in archaic societies, food   
gathering and food producing economies, shifting cultivation; exchange and distribution:  

​​       reciprocity, kula ring, redistribution, potlatch, market system 
4.​ Political Organizations: Pattern of leadership & it’s evolution; origins of state:  theories 

developed by anthropologists Morgan, Lowie, Fried, Childe & Service 
      5.  Religion: 

a. Theories relating to the origin of religion: animism & animatism 
b. Magic, science & religion: role & functions of magic & religion 

6.​ Selected Ethnic Communities in Bangladesh: 
Chakma, Marma, Garo, Khashia, Santals, Rakhaines  

 
Books Recommended: 
Ember and Ember: Anthropology 
Barnouw: An Introduction to Anthropology   
Kottak: Cultural Anthropology 
Taylor : Cultural Ways. 

           kvgmyj Av‡idxb (m¤úw`Z)​ :​ evsjv‡`‡ki b„weÁvb 
           gM©vb​ :​ Avw`g mgvR (Abyt eyjeb Imgvb) 
           ARq ivq​ ​ ​ ​   :​   Avw` evOvjx : b„ZvwË¡K I 
mgvRZvwË¡K we‡kølY 

gvngy`v Bmjvg (Ab~w`Z)​ ​   :     ​ b„Z‡Ë¡i mnR cvV 
W. gynv¤§` nvweeyi ingvb​ ​   :        b„weÁv‡bi iƒc‡iLv 
 

Second Year 
Paper Code Paper Paper Title Marks Credits 

122001 Paper-III Classical Social Thought 100 4 
1.​ Plato: Ideal state and philosopher king, communism, society and justice, theory of education, 

family and marriage 
2.​ Aristotle: Origin and nature of state, approach to slavery, theory of property, classification of 

government, causes and prevention of revolution 
3.​ Augustine: Earthly and heavenly city 
4.​ Kautilya: Laws of economy and production, administration and diplomacy 
5.​ Acquinas: Kinship, types of laws, synthesis of laws 



6.​ Ibn Khaldun: New Science, Study of culture, concept of Asabiyah (social solidarity), rise and 
fall of dynasty (civilization) 

7.​ Machiavelli: Idea of strong nation state, characteristics of ruler (Prince), conflict between mass 
people and ruling class, morality and state policy 

8.​ Hobbes: The state of nature, the social contract, sovereignty, civil and natural laws 
9.​ Locke: The state of nature, concept of slavery, property and political society 
10.​ Rousseau: The concept of man, social contract, origin of private property & rise of equality   

 
Books Recommended: 
1.​ Barnes, H.E. : Social Thought from Lore to Science 
2.​ Bogardus : The Development of Social Thought 
3.​ Chamblis : Social Thought 
4.​ Sabine. G.H. : History of Political Thought 
5.​ St. Agustin :  The City of God 
6.​ St. Thomas Aquinas : On Kinship 
7.​ Zeitlin, Irving M. : Ideology and the Development of Sociological Theory 
8.​ mi`vi dRjyj Kwig​ :​ †cø‡Uvi wicvewjK 
9.​ mi`vi dRjyj Kwig​ :​ G¨vwióU‡ji cwjwUKm (Abyev`) 
10.​Be‡b &Lvj`yb​​ :​ ÔAvjgyKvwÏgvÕ (Abyev` : b~i †gvnv¤§` wgqv) 
11.​AvLZvi&-Dj-Avjg​ ​ :​ Be‡b Lvj`yb (Rxebx I wPšÍvaviv) 
12.​KvRx †ZveviK †nv‡mb I gynv¤§` nvmvb Bgvg (m¤úvw`Z)​ : AvaywbK 

mgvRweÁv‡bi wPšÍv I ZË¡ 
 
Paper Code Paper Paper Title Marks Credits 

122003 Paper-IV Social Psychology  100 4 
1. Introduction: The science of social psychology, history of its development, methods used in social 
psychology 
2. Socialization: Processes and products, cultural influences on behaviours 
3. Social perception: Basic processes affecting perceptual response, perceptual defense, perceptual 
accentuation, person perception 
4. Attitude: Formation of attitudes, measurement of attitudes, processes of attitude change, some theories 
of attitude change, persuasive attitude change 
5. Group Structures and Processes: Kinds of groups, methods of studying group processes 
6. Communication and language: The process of communication; language, culture and thinking; 
non-verbal communication 
7. Personality: Personality and culture; impact of culture on personality formation and development; 
theories of personality development—Freud, Adler 
8. Leadership: The meaning of leadership and its types, traits of leader, role of leaders; leadership and 
social change 
9. Mass behavior: Crowd, audience, mob, rumour, fashion, fad, craze, propaganda 
10. Public opinion: Processes and factors of public opinion, agencies of public opinion 
 
Books Recommended: 

1.​ Hollander, E.P. Principles and Methods of Social Psychology. New York: Oxford University 
Press. 

2.​ Krech, D., Crutchfield R.S. and Ballachey, E.L. Individual in Society. New York; Tokyo: 
McGraw Hill Co. Ltd.  

3.​ Lindgren, H.C., An Introduction to Social Psychology. New York: Wiley and Sons. 
4.​ Sargent, S.S. and Williamson, R.C. Social Psychology. New York: The Ronald Press. 



5.​ Secord, P.F. and Backman, Social Psychology. McGraw Hill. 
 
 

Third Year 

Paper Code Paper Paper Title Marks Credits 
132001 Paper-V Sociology of Environment 100 4 

1. Introduction: Definition and scope of sociology of environment, sociology and environment, origin 
and development of sociology of environment 

2. Basic Concepts: Environment, ecology, ecosphere, ecosystem, and food chain; social and physical 
environment 

3. Population, Development and Environment: population explosion and environment; impact of 
population on environment--recent evidences 

4. Environmental Issues and Disasters: Land use and land cover change, forests, bio-diversity, loss of 
bio-diversity; atmosphere and climate change and air pollution; global warming: sea level rise and its 
impact; supply of fresh water, water pollution, arsenic contamination of water and health hazards; flood's, 
cyclones, and river bank erosion; earthquake 

5. Social Process and Environmental Degradation: Industrialization and technological change, 
urbanization; development and energy consumption; poverty and environment 

6. Gender and Environment: Impact of environment on children, women, and men; gender responses to 
environmental problems 

7. Environmental Policy and Planning: Environmental planning, government policies and programs: 
social forestry, disaster management; environmental education and awareness 

 

Books Recommended: 

1. Kemp David, Global Environmental Issues, London. Routledge, 1990 

2. Hannigan, John A., Environmental Sociology : Social Theory and Global Environment, 1995 

3. M. Redclift and T Benton (ed.), Social Theory and Global Environment, 1994 

4. Dankelman, Irene and Joan Davidson, Women and the Environment in the Third World, 1998 

 5. Shiva, Vandana and Maria Mies, Ecofeminism. London. Zed Press, 1993 

6. Gain, Philip. Bangladesh Environment: Facing the 21" Century, Dhaka: SEHD, 1998 

7. Dasgupta, Samir, Understanding Global Environment, Swarabh printers, 2009 

8. Dasgupta, Samir, Women’s Encounter with Disaster, Front page publication ltd. 2010 

9. gvneyev bvmixb, W. ‡Lv›`Kvi †gvKv‡Ïg †nv‡mb I †`evkxl Kygvi KzÛy, 2006, cwi‡ek 
mgvRweÁvb, XvKv: Zcb cÖKvkb 

10. nvmvby¾vgvb †PŠayix , cwi‡ek I cyuwRev` 

 



Paper Code Paper Paper Title Marks Credits 
132003 Paper-VI Sociology of Bangladesh 100 4 

1. The Social Background of Bangladesh Society: The ecological context; nature of village society; 
religion, culture & ethnicity; the British colonialism and its impact; Pakistan era: the internal colonialism 
— emergence of Bangladesh: language movement — liberation war 
2. Population, Ethnicity and Health: Population composition: age-sex-marital status, literacy and labour 
force; population change: fertility-mortality-migration and population control; ethnic groups in 
Bangladesh; changing pattern of health and morbidity: expansion of health facilities and emerging 
challenges 
3. Marriage, Family and Socialization: Changing pattern of marriage and divorce; changing pattern of 
family and kinship; cultural change and nature of socialization 
4. Economy of Bangladesh: Rural economy: farm and non-farm activities, problems of agrarian 
transformation; urban economy: industrial growth, working class, underclass; informal economy; 
problems of industrialization; migration: rural-urban migration, international migration: remittance 
economy 
5. Social Inequality, Social Stratification and Poverty: Nature of social inequality in Bangladesh; 
income inequality, gender inequality, ethnic inequality, status inequality; occupational structure in 
Bangladesh; growth and nature of middle class; poverty trends 
6. Politics: Nature of the state, bureaucracy and political parties in Bangladesh; political culture; 
governance problems in Bangladesh; local governments in Bangladesh 
7. Rural Society and Urbanization: Agrarian structure-- land tenure and class structure; community and 
power structure: samaj-salish; patron-client relationship; rural development: strategies and problems of 
rural development 
8. Crime and Deviance: Pattern and forms of crime in Bangladesh; penology and correctional methods 
in Bangladesh; criminal laws and judiciary in Bangladesh; police, civil society and prevention of crime in 
Bangladesh  
9. Culture: Social groups and language; pattern of religious beliefs and rituals in Bangladesh; pattern of 
cultural change and problems of cultural identity 
10. Education: Structure of education: primary-secondary-higher; education and social structure: 
differential access to education-class and social mobility-socialization and social control; education 
policy: problems and prospects 
 
Books Recommended: 
1. Nazmul Karim, Dynamics of Bangladesh Society. 
2. A.M. Chowdhury and Fakrul Alam (eds.), Bangladesh at the Threshold of the Twenty-first Century, 
Dhaka : Asiatic Society, 2002 
3. Kamal Siddiqui, Jagatpur, Dhaka : UPL, 2000 
4. Ashabur Rahman, Bangladesher Krishi Kathamo, Krishak Samaj 0 Unnayan, Dhaka: UPL, 1986 
5. Akbar Ali Khan, Discovery of Bangladesh. Dhaka :UPL 1996 
6. Kvgvj wmwÏKx​ :​ evsjv‡`‡ki MÖvgxY `wi`ª : ¯^iƒc I mgvavb 
7. Avmveyi ingvb​ :​ evsjv‡`‡ki K…wl KvVv‡gv  : K…lK mgvR I 
Dbœqb 
8. e`iæÏxb Dgi​ :​ evsjv‡`‡ki ivR‰bwZK ms¯‹…wZ 
9. †nv‡mb wRjøyi ingvb​ :​ gvV M‡elYv I MÖvgxb `vwi`ª 
10. KvRx †ZveviK †nv‡mb I  
gynv¤§` nvmvb Bgvg (m¤úvw`Z)​ : ​ evsjv‡`‡ki MÖvg 
11. Abycg †mb​ :​ evsjv‡`k : ivóª I mgvR 



12. gvneye †nv‡mb​​ ​ ​  :​  evsjv‡`‡ki cjøx  Dbœqb : mgm¨v I 
mgvavb 
13. Aveyj gbmyi Avn‡g`​ :​ evsjv‡`k KvjPvi 
14. MvRx mv‡jn DwÏb ​ :​ evsjv‡`‡ki f~wgmË¡, f~wg ms¯‹vi I MÖvgxY 
Dbœqb 
15. Ave`yj gI`y`​ :​ ga¨weË mgv‡Ri µgweKvk 
16. bxnvi iÄb ivq​ :​ evsjvi BwZnvm 
17. webq †Nvl​ :​ evsjvi BwZnvm 
18. Kvgvj wmwÏKx​ :​ evsjv‡`‡ki f~wg ms¯‹v‡ii ivR‰bwZK 
A_©bxwZ 
19. †evinvb DwÏb Lvb Rvnv½xi ​ :​ MÖvgvÂ‡j abZ‡š¿i weKvk 
20. Avby gynv¤§` ​ :​ evsjv‡`‡ki MÖvgxY mgvR I A_©bxwZ 

 


