September 20, 2024

IMPORTANT INFORMATION AND UPDATES

FROM THE HEALTH ROOM

For 8" Grade Students and New Students to Howard County Schools

Please remember to bring your glasses to school on Monday! Hearing and Vision
screening will be done on Monday Sept. 23, 2024. Letters explaining the screening have
been emailed to parents. If your student has glasses or contacts please remind them to wear
their glasses that day.

LINDABEN MOBILE MARKET - OPEN THIS SATURDAY
The LindaBen Mobile Market will be making at a stop at Bryant Woods

Elementary on_Saturday, 9/21, from 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Please reserve your produce bundle (benevolent option, small option, large option) before
Friday 12:00 p.m. If there is something you would like to see in our van pantry (diapers,
cooking oil, pasta, etc.) please note it in the comments. We will do our best to accommodate
your request.

We are also looking for volunteers! If you can volunteer time, whether it's 30 minutes or an
hour, please sign up_here.

THE HCMS PTA SPIRIT WEAR STORE IS NOW OPEN

Please visit http://www.harperschoicespiritwear.com/ to place an online order. There are
many different styles and logos to choose from!

Flyer in English
Flyer in Spanish

Place your order now so you don't miss out!
Thank you.


https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2Fi6hKhomC2eL18ahs85s0uA~~%2FAAAAAQA~%&data=05%7C02%7Cdeborah_gordon%40hcpss.org%7Ce822f2f6789e453ffac508dcd9aff926%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638624597060684591%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=khz3GyDbij7HR2gZEAUyIyKsmy12q6lchoP6%2F3SZZQ0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FHtcJHEiMbOpLvk__cAwIpA~~%2FAAAAAQA~%&data=05%7C02%7Cdeborah_gordon%40hcpss.org%7Ce822f2f6789e453ffac508dcd9aff926%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638624597060716324%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9QiAUrbDDiQxtzv2%2Bn3p3S6ZA%2BCJbfdKkCv82kPRKPI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2Fi-RwKCbkNsu9QZCW_lYDHw~~%2FAAAAAQA~%&data=05%7C02%7Cdeborah_gordon%40hcpss.org%7Ce822f2f6789e453ffac508dcd9aff926%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638624597060733811%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=v0LNNjYS8rkisNVYVR7L6NoE3sv3dq%2FlzW7%2BGZL1oj0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FOTClo4PVOOd1i6MxzVc-eQ~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRozwmzP4Q6BGh0dHBzOi8vbmFtMTAuc2FmZWxpbmtzLnByb3RlY3Rpb24ub3V0bG9vay5jb20vP3VybD1odHRwJTNBJTJGJTJGdHJhY2suc3BlLnNjaG9vbG1lc3Nlbmdlci5jb20lMkZmJTJGYSUyRmJPRzJSV2Z5R0VNWkItblBhRF9oeVF-fiUyRkFBQUFBUUF-~&data=05%7C02%7Cdeborah_gordon%40hcpss.org%7Ce822f2f6789e453ffac508dcd9aff926%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638624597060750171%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Jl3k2wRV4EjU7ZlEzlR592%2FgN1rkm%2Bg7DnlPaoWp3%2Bk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FmahkyxEDBYn9rspSsxkByw~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRozwmzP4S2Amh0dHBzOi8vbmFtMTAuc2FmZWxpbmtzLnByb3RlY3Rpb24ub3V0bG9vay5jb20vP3VybD1odHRwJTNBJTJGJTJGdHJhY2suc3BlLnNjaG9vbG1lc3Nlbmdlci5jb20lMkZmJTJGYSUyRlNXemhmSmszekJCa0pYeVkwR2d6dkF-fiUyRkFBQUFBUUF-JTJGUmdSb3dzMWhQMFIxYUhSMGNITTZMeTl0YzJjdWMyTm9iMjlzYldWemMyVnVaMlZ5TG1OdmJTOXRMejl6UFhkeGNHbHlUM2hLWVd0M0ptMWhiRDB4WlRJeVpXTmlaVEkwTkRGak16QTNOMlpoTjJNek1HVTJaVGRoWkRneU0yWmtNekl6TWpWbU9XRXhPREV3TjJWaE5tWXlOR1kzTW1RNFpERmxaVFZtVndkelkyaHZiMnh0UWdwbXotR1o0V1lQYVVFN1VoaGtaV0p2Y21Gb1gyZHZjbVJ2YmtCb1kzQnpjeTV2Y21kWUJBQUFBQUV-JmRhdGE9MDUlN0MwMiU3Q0RlYm9yYWhfR29yZG9uJTQwaGNwc3Mub3JnJTdDNmY4NWU2NTcyNTQzNDk5NTA0NmUwOGRjZDI2NjE0ZmElN0M5NmE5YWM0YzQ3N2U0ZGFkYTJiMjhhZDNmYzQ2NzkwYiU3QzElN0MwJTdDNjM4NjE2NTgzMTI1NzU1NTEzJTdDVW5rbm93biU3Q1RXRnBiR1pzYjNkOGV5SldJam9pTUM0d0xqQXdNREFpTENKUUlqb2lWMmx1TXpJaUxDSkJUaUk2SWsxaGFXd2lMQ0pYVkNJNk1uMCUzRCU3QzAlN0MlN0MlN0Mmc2RhdGE9TGFkSmVLbE5tVUh6clp4MDFzbzJwSkZwVU5aaWs5VEFQUiUyRmJpOVZrcnJBJTNEJnJlc2VydmVkPTBXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmbsM9btZojIaCVSGGRlYm9yYWhfZ29yZG9uQGhjcHNzLm9yZ1gEAAAAAQ~~&data=05%7C02%7Cdeborah_gordon%40hcpss.org%7Ce822f2f6789e453ffac508dcd9aff926%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638624597060767345%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cppyELaJucxA33nZXg3RNWRWGseSAyZEcEpk2cDcryY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FmozTKNvQ4EPcB4b8BiY38w~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRozwmzP4S0Amh0dHBzOi8vbmFtMTAuc2FmZWxpbmtzLnByb3RlY3Rpb24ub3V0bG9vay5jb20vP3VybD1odHRwJTNBJTJGJTJGdHJhY2suc3BlLnNjaG9vbG1lc3Nlbmdlci5jb20lMkZmJTJGYSUyRmdscG5kQ1gwWV9LVWFtUVV2Mm84Nmd-fiUyRkFBQUFBUUF-JTJGUmdSb3dzMWhQMFIxYUhSMGNITTZMeTl0YzJjdWMyTm9iMjlzYldWemMyVnVaMlZ5TG1OdmJTOXRMejl6UFhkeGNHbHlUM2hLWVd0M0ptMWhiRDA1TVRZeE1EVXdZekEzWWprd05XWmlZemN5TXpnNU4yTTBPRGhoTkRRNVptVTNNekExWlRFM056TTVaV0kxT0RCaFpESmpNbUkzTjJOa1pqazNZMlkyVndkelkyaHZiMnh0UWdwbXotR1o0V1lQYVVFN1VoaGtaV0p2Y21Gb1gyZHZjbVJ2YmtCb1kzQnpjeTV2Y21kWUJBQUFBQUV-JmRhdGE9MDUlN0MwMiU3Q0RlYm9yYWhfR29yZG9uJTQwaGNwc3Mub3JnJTdDNmY4NWU2NTcyNTQzNDk5NTA0NmUwOGRjZDI2NjE0ZmElN0M5NmE5YWM0YzQ3N2U0ZGFkYTJiMjhhZDNmYzQ2NzkwYiU3QzElN0MwJTdDNjM4NjE2NTgzMTI1NzY1NTY3JTdDVW5rbm93biU3Q1RXRnBiR1pzYjNkOGV5SldJam9pTUM0d0xqQXdNREFpTENKUUlqb2lWMmx1TXpJaUxDSkJUaUk2SWsxaGFXd2lMQ0pYVkNJNk1uMCUzRCU3QzAlN0MlN0MlN0Mmc2RhdGE9WTNVN1Zsek8xcG8yeVhaQjQ5WUh3VHhXSWRlVkVBUkZCY0dINnhsQkltcyUzRCZyZXNlcnZlZD0wVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpm7DPW7WaIyGglUhhkZWJvcmFoX2dvcmRvbkBoY3Bzcy5vcmdYBAAAAAE~&data=05%7C02%7Cdeborah_gordon%40hcpss.org%7Ce822f2f6789e453ffac508dcd9aff926%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638624597060783185%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qdIEdka0PGGsRmmU7oKrbXdHG3Jtfbh4gZjK9ihPL5c%3D&reserved=0

6th GRADE MASHUP DAY

On October 2, Harper's Choice will be hosting Mashup Day that will be filled with
activities and fun for all 6th grade students! See this flyer for more information. Here
is the link to the Sign Up Genius to volunteer and donate items needed for activity
day.

Please remember to complete the two trainings prior to October 2. You may bring the
signed certificates with you that day. We will have extra copies in the front office for
you to sign confirming that you completed the trainings as you sign in to volunteer.

We appreciate your support!

PEP FAMILY RESILIENCE PROGRAM
Spaces fill quickly so register today! For information visit pep-frp.org or register now with the

QR code or at tinyurl.com/2w4k2sxp

HC DRUGFREE UPDATES

Teen Advisory Council - Open to students in grades 8-12. Earn Community Service Hours
and make meaningful contributions to the community. First meeting of the school year will be
held on Zoom on Monday, September 23 from 5:30 -7:00 p.m.

Contact Admin@hcdrugfree.org for more information. Must register to receive meeting
link: www.surveymonkey.com/r/TAC2024Sept

Drive-Thru Medication and Sharps Disposal — Saturday, October 26 in the Wilde Lake
Village Center Parking Lot near the Swim Center from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Safely dispose of
prescription and over-the-counter medication, EpiPens and other sharps, vitamins, pet meds,
vape devices, inhalers, and more! Need student, adult, and medically-trained adult
volunteers. Giving away 25 medication lockboxes purchased by HCPSS. For more

information and to volunteer, go to : https://hcdrugfree.org/currentevents/

2024-2025 PARENT ACADEMY KICKOFF - Sept. 25, 2024

HCPSS parents, guardians and family members are invited to join HCPSS Superintendent
Willliam J. Barnes, school system leaders and community organizations for this valuable
information night to prepare for a successful academic year. The event will also feature
various workshop topics which provide access to resources and support.

The 2024-2025 Parent Academy Kick-Off will be held Wednesday, Sept. 25 from 6-8:30 p.m
at Wilde Lake High School, 5460 Trumpeter Road, Columbia. Dinner will be provided from

5:15-6:00 p.m. Regqistration is encouraged.


https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FEQswq95caucIi8U1Rq9-BA~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRo0n27P0SdaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2FudmEuY29tL2Rlc2lnbi9EQUdRZGhxTFJUQS83SWlCdUM4dm5MYVZ2c0JLUi1CTm1nL2VkaXQ_dXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9REFHUWRocUxSVEEmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPWRlc2lnbnNoYXJlJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09bGluazImdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1zaGFyZWJ1dHRvblcHc2Nob29sbUIKZuw7SvFmiOQ3hVIYZGVib3JhaF9nb3Jkb25AaGNwc3Mub3JnWAQAAAAB&data=05%7C02%7Cdeborah_gordon%40hcpss.org%7Cb9eb248d61aa4c9a161608dcdbbee545%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638626860160870488%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MJKOOIO2XQRPQ%2BEImxaByvfUGQJfX4%2BkB5yIHmmBfG8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FiuXTf4fDLb6lzvhs_oZEIw~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRo0n27P0RGaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2lnbnVwZ2VuaXVzLmNvbS9nby83MEEwQTQ0QUFBRTIyQTVGQjYtNTEzNDA2NzUtNnRoZ3JhZGUjL1cHc2Nob29sbUIKZuw7SvFmiOQ3hVIYZGVib3JhaF9nb3Jkb25AaGNwc3Mub3JnWAQAAAAB&data=05%7C02%7Cdeborah_gordon%40hcpss.org%7Cb9eb248d61aa4c9a161608dcdbbee545%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638626860160905545%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lh5RDMwujbpjCd%2BrnYwvtIypWOhqUQy%2BKHaI1vccWnU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FEWp__-PwXKXUM_a0LqvKEQ~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRo0n27P0QeaHR0cHM6Ly9oY21zLmhjcHNzLm9yZy9zdXBwb3J0VwdzY2hvb2xtQgpm7DtK8WaI5DeFUhhkZWJvcmFoX2dvcmRvbkBoY3Bzcy5vcmdYBAAAAAE~&data=05%7C02%7Cdeborah_gordon%40hcpss.org%7Cb9eb248d61aa4c9a161608dcdbbee545%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638626860160929598%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zDmwzHMV6JhuQWeS0DRUCPl07swIzrsZt%2FO%2BMxgVMro%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FEI-Nc3PSuX6miGa3FYkx3Q~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRozwmzP0QUaHR0cHM6Ly9wZXAtZnJwLm9yZy9XB3NjaG9vbG1CCmbsM9btZojIaCVSGGRlYm9yYWhfZ29yZG9uQGhjcHNzLm9yZ1gEAAAAAQ~~&data=05%7C02%7Cdeborah_gordon%40hcpss.org%7Ce822f2f6789e453ffac508dcd9aff926%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638624597060812745%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eftYUNsMgQQRasSKAFBxEDqARdr0obVjS6K8zcluucY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FNQ2daQuorrDZBkmU12ijHQ~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRozwmzP0Q1aHR0cHM6Ly9wZXAucXVhbHRyaWNzLmNvbS9qZmUvZm9ybS9TVl85QUFoU3p0NXlpNXBBRGNXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmbsM9btZojIaCVSGGRlYm9yYWhfZ29yZG9uQGhjcHNzLm9yZ1gEAAAAAQ~~&data=05%7C02%7Cdeborah_gordon%40hcpss.org%7Ce822f2f6789e453ffac508dcd9aff926%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638624597060826256%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=781Zy1lX16%2B4UYwGATplNO41W2NZpCK2dLkmgt7%2FHMU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FVBi75M_-Jh_3q4Mebjcu2w~~%2FAAAAAQA~%~&data=05%7C02%7Cdeborah_gordon%40hcpss.org%7Ce822f2f6789e453ffac508dcd9aff926%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638624597060840365%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g8YExDVFQmfeuHLgOmJ1PqcvV1SjjdbVEqdjJG%2FGQSE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FcQLmP-W4XyTEjMTL9jnDVw~~%2FAAAAAQA~%&data=05%7C02%7Cdeborah_gordon%40hcpss.org%7Ce822f2f6789e453ffac508dcd9aff926%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638624597060858128%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GpREjD%2F4zt1mySm%2FqLi5Mf6NsMgzgQMh2bXT1pPkblE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FbxZwGGhd28DcLpeRQj9gJA~~%2FAAAAAQA~%~~&data=05%7C02%7Cdeborah_gordon%40hcpss.org%7Ce822f2f6789e453ffac508dcd9aff926%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638624597060872990%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qvtuGTi06zuUlfzxQCqLZa9%2F2FSVrKKD3agCp5hovpc%3D&reserved=0

Workshop topics include:

College and Career Readiness/Career Exploration
Maryland’s Blueprint for the Future

Navigating the School System for Student Success
Mental Health

Advanced Programs K-12

Social Media Safety & Security

Elementary ELA, Reading, and the Library

Math Programs

Financial Literacy

Immigration Law

Early Childhood Programs

Please contact 410.313.1293 for more information.

UPDATE FAMILY FILE TODAY!

We are only at 44 % completion. All families must update their emergency contact
information annually. While we recognize many of you may not have any changes, you must
transition through each screen and click submit at the end for this task to be completed. The
completion of the Family File is essential to your student’s participation in field trips,
dances, and other fun activities throughout the year. Please visit HCPSS Connect today
and click submit on the final screen!

Family File Directions:

FAMILY FILE USER GUIDE (ENGLISH)
FAMILY FILE USER GUIDE (SPANISH)

WILDE LAKE HIGH SCHOOL SPECTATOR RULES/GUIDELINES
Please view this flyer for more information.

HCPSS STRATEGIC PLANNING INPUT SURVEY
As part of the HCPSS strategic planning process, families are being asked to provide input
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about their values for our school system. Please complete this HCPSS Strategic Planning
Input Survey by 9/20/24.

APPLY FOR FREE AND REDUCED MEALS-DEADLINE IS OCTOBER 31

Please visit_https://www.hcpss.org/food-services/farms/ to apply for Free and Reduced
Meals. Families must submit a new application every school year. If you have additional
questions regarding the FARMSs program, please review the FAQ Section or

email foodsvc@hcpss.org. Participation in FARMs qualifies students for a wide range of
opportunities and resources beyond breakfast and lunch, including free college
applications, free or reduced JumpStart tuition, discounted internet through the
Comcast Internet Essentials program, and more.

CA (COLUMBIA ASSOCIATION) POINTS PROGRAM

The CA (Columbia Association) Points Program is offered to students in grades 3-12 enrolled
in the Eree and Reduced Meals (FARMS) program at participating schools. Students can
earn a free CA membership for themselves and their immediate family through their grades
and attendance.

To enroll your student, please complete the_CA Points Enrollment Form. Online enrollment
will close on Friday, September 27, 2024. For more information, visit.CA Points Program or
email CAPoints@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

GIRLS ON THE RUN REGISTRATION IS OPEN
Click here to view more information.

UPCOMING DATES

10/03/2024 Schools and offices closed, Rosh Hashanah

10/18/2024 Schools closed for students, Professional Work Day

10/30/2024 End of first marking period

10/31/2024 Schools closed for students, Professional Work and Development Day

CONTINUING ANNOUNCEMENTS

HCPSS POLICY 9400 - STUDENT BEHAVIOR INTERVENTION

The Howard County Public School System (HCPSS) is committed to providing a safe,
engaging, and supportive school environment that fosters the social and emotional safety,
dignity, and well-being of all students. HCPSS acknowledges the need for employees
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1. to use an array of research-based positive behavior interventions, strategies, and

supports to address student behaviors and keep students safe.

to minimize the practice of exclusion from the classroom environment

3. to minimize the practice of physical restraint (which may only be used when
necessary to protect a student or other person from imminent, serious, physical harm
and only after other less intrusive, nonphysical interventions have failed or been
determined inappropriate).

N

It is an expectation that HCPSS employees will be responsive to all incidents of exclusion or
physical restraint and appropriately case manage impacted students to minimize unsafe
behaviors and maximize instructional engagement.

Additional information can be found at HCPSS Policy 9400 - Student Behavior Intervention. If
you have any questions regarding this policy or its implementation, please contact a school

administrator.

HCPSS POLICY 9460

The Howard County Public School System (HCPSS) is committed to providing a safe and
nurturing environment for all students. Preventing bullying is an important part of this

goal. HCPSS Policy 9460 states that bullying, cyberbullying, harassment, and intimidation are
prohibited in HCPSS. Our administration and staff have been trained and made aware of this
policy as well as preventative and responsive measures.

We know how important your role is in not only supporting your children, but also reporting
possible incidents as you become aware of them. The BCHI Reporting Form should be used
to report all alleged incidents of bullying, cyberbullying, harassment, and intimidation that
occur at school or have a connection back to the school setting that create a risk of harm to
other students while they are at school or interfere with the educational environment.

An online version is available and can easily and confidentially be used by students, staff,
and family members. Hard copies of this form are available in the main office, staff workroom,
school counseling office, media center, and health services office. If you believe your child
has been bullied, please complete and submit this form as soon as possible and/or assist
your child in doing so.

Once the form is submitted, school administrators will ensure the parent/guardian of both the
alleged target and alleged offender are aware of the report and will begin an investigation
within two school days of receiving the report. Parents/guardians can expect a school
administrator to reach out to them during the investigation. Once the investigation is
completed, parents/guardians will be provided written notice of the outcome of the
investigation within fifteen days of receiving the complaint, excluding extenuating
circumstances.
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CAR LOOP REMINDERS

Please remember that anyone dropping off students in the morning should use our
designated drop-off location which is located at the back of our bus line in the large parking
lot. We are asking parents to refrain from dropping off students in the small parking lot as it
causes congestion. Our concern is the safety of our students, parents and staff. Thank you

for using our designated student drop-off location.

CLOTHING TO CASH

HCMS participates in the Clothing to Cash fundraising program. Clothing to Cash is a textile
recycling program that donates money to the school for every pound of donated items. Look
for the white donation bin at the bottom of the Harper’s Choice Middle School parking lot.
Clothing to Cash will accept items in ALL conditions: new with tags, or torn, stained, worn-out
knees, shoes with holes or only one shoe, backpacks, old sheets, towels, blankets, stuffed
animals and more. What a great way to help the school and clean out your closets! All
donations must be bagged and put in the collection bin. We appreciate your support!

Please remember to follow these guidelines.

ATTENDANCE REMINDERS

Need to report an absence? Please email your absence notes/questions

to: HCMSabsence@hcpss.org or send in a signed parent/guardian note. The email should
include the student's name, the parent's name, the date(s) or period(s) (if absence is a partial
day) of the absence, and the reason for the absence. The email must be received within 5
days of the absence. Requests for changes to attendance submitted after the 5 day deadline
cannot be honored.

Please Note: Absences are unexcused until an email or note is received.

For Discretionary Absences (up to 3 per school year), please complete the linked form and
email it to: HCMSabsence@hcpss.org. This form must be completed one week prior to
absence.

For Religious Observances, please complete the linked form and email

to: HCMSabsence@hcpss.org.

HCMS FOOD PANTRY

HCMS has partnered up with the LindaBen Foundation and Safeway to help feed our HCMS
community. If your family is interested in receiving food boxes or you would like to make
donations to our food pantry please call the HCMS front office.
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If you would like to make direct donations to the LindaBen Foundation, please view
this information.

COMMUNICATION TO FAMILIES
Families may find it useful to bookmark the following webpages where information will be
continually updated and posted:

HCMS website

HCPSS website

HCPSS 2024-2025 Calendar
2024-2025 School Year
HCPSS News Site

HCPSS Help Site

GROCERY STORE FUNDRAISING PROGRAMS
HCMS partners with the following grocery stores as a fundraiser for our school. Please
consider linking your card and help raise money for our school!

Harris Teeter Together in Education

Harris Teeter’s Together In Education program gives schools a chance to earn funds when
you link your VIC card and shop Harris Teeter brands. When you shop Harris Teeter brands,
a percentage of your purchase is donated to the school that your VIC card is linked to. There
are NO LIMITS to how much a school can earn. Register your VIC card to our SCHOOL ID#
7984.

Weis Markets Weis4School

Through the Weis4School program, you can earn cash for HCMS each time you shop at
Weis. To register, simply scan the HCMS Barcode at checkout. Each time you shop at Weis,
be sure to scan your Weis card to earn money for our school.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please visit the Community News and Programs page on the HCPSS website for
announcements of upcoming events and programs sponsored by non-profit organizations.
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