Tu B'Shvat: Reduce, Reuse Recycle
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Deuteronomy 8:7-8

(7) For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with
streams and springs and fountains issuing from plain and hill;(8) a land of
wheat and barley, of vines, figs, and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and
honey;
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Midrash Tehillim 2:12

A person can live without peppers and without pinecones, but the world
cannot exist without wheat. And just as the world cannot exist without wheat,
so too the world cannot exist without Israel.
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Hosea 9:10

(10) I found Israel as grapes in the wilderness; Your fathers seemed to Me Like
the first fig to ripen on a fig tree...
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Shemot Rabbah 44:1

Why is Israel compared to a grapevine?

When you want to improve its fruit, you dig it up and replant it elsewhere and
it improves. So too, when God wanted to make Israel known to the world he
uprooted them from Egypt and brought them to the wilderness where they
flourished. They received the Torah and became known throughout the world.
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Song of Songs 2:13

(13) The green figs form on the fig tree, The vines in blossom give off fragrance.
Arise, my darling; My fair one, come away!
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Eruvin 54a:27
Why were matters of Torah compared to a fig tree? Just as this fig tree,
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Eruvin 54b:1

whenever a person searches it for figs to eat, he finds figs in it, as the figs on
a tree do not ripen all at once, so that one can always find a recently ripened
fig, so too, with matters of Torah. Whenever a person meditates upon
them, he finds in them new meaning.
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Yalkut Shimoni on Nach 2:2

Why is the Torah compared to a fig? Because most fruits contain something
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inedible: Dates have a pit, grapes have hard seeds, pomegranates have a peel.
But every part of the fig is good to eat. So too with the Torah: Every part of it
contains wisdom.
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Berakhot 40a 14

The tree from which Adam, the first man, ate...Rabbi Nehemya says: It
was a fig tree, as with the object with which they were corrupted and
sinned they were rehabilitated, as it is stated: “And they sewed together
fig leaves and made for themselves loincloths” (Genesis 3:7). They must have
taken the leaves from the tree closest at hand, the Tree of Knowledge.
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Song of Songs 6:11

(11) I went down to the nut grove to see the budding of the vale; To see if the
vines had blossomed, if the pomegranates were in bloom.
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Shir HaShirim Rabbah 6:11

Just as the shell of a nut protects its fruit, so the ignoramuses of Israel support
the Torah. That is what is written: “It is a tree of life for those who grasp it”
(Proverbs 3:18).

7Rt IDVIWT iP7iR1 19013 AR NDIVT TIN? PRI OX 1 TN 1D
‘mww’w R 92 93 ,m97IK? 1197 KM, INPIN3 A0 X
,0172y 192107 0711927 01 X2 ,7IWn nin’ 53 niaiya 17a%a%nn
q0Y 027y 1927 T 0972 D (5,10 XI77) 2°N2T NI RT7]
.D2NN


https://www.sefaria.org/Berakhot.40a.14
https://www.sefaria.org/Berakhot.40a.14
https://www.sefaria.org/Song_of_Songs.6.11
https://www.sefaria.org/Song_of_Songs.6.11
https://www.sefaria.org/Shir_HaShirim_Rabbah.6.11
https://www.sefaria.org/Shir_HaShirim_Rabbah.6.11
http://docs.google.com/Proverbs.3.18

Just as this nut, if it falls into filth, you take it, scour it and rinse it, and it is
restored to its original state and it is fit for consumption, so too, regardless of
how much Israel is sullied with iniquities all the days of the year, Yom Kippur
comes and atones for them. That is what is written: “For on this day shall
atonement be made for you, to purify you” (Leviticus 16:30)...
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Just as the nut s a toy for children and amusement for kings, so is Israel in this
world, due to iniquity, as it is written: “I have become a laughingstock to all
my people...” (Lamentations 3:14). But in the future, “Kings will be your
caregivers” (Isaiah 49:23).
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Just as on this nut tree there are nuts with brittle shells, medium shells, and
hard shells, so too with Israel, some of them give charity at their own

initiative, some give if you demand it from them, and some do not give even if
you demand it from them.

JAN IR VAT X7 L,1AN 1) 1Ing T3, ‘IWJ‘IT.U' 1aNIT A7 T‘IJN n
nrl‘7 nX '[77 INKT (27,70 Mnw) WDNJT.U ,]AN 17177 mmiiahy
b NN 10T (23 19 BRI TN L3N 15 YT 181 2K
LEAELEENG
Just as a stone breaks a nut, so too, the Torah is called a stone and the evil
inclination is called a stone. The Torah is called a stone, as it is stated: “I will

give you the stone tablets” (Exodus 24:12), and the evil inclination is called a

stone, as it is stated: “I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh (Ezekiel
36:26).
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Just as the nut cannot be smuggled past the tax collector because its [rattling]
can be heard and it is conspicuous, so too Israel, any place that one of them
goes, he cannot say that he is not a Jew. Why? Because he is conspicuous. That

is what is written: “Everyone who sees them will recognize them, for they are
the descendants of the blessed of the Lord” (Isaiah 61:9).
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Just as the nut, if you have a sack filled with nuts, you can [still] put numerous
sesame seeds and mustard seeds into it and it will hold them, so too,

numerous proselytes have come and joined Israel. That is what is written:
“Who has counted the dust of Jacob” (Numbers 23:10).
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Just as the nut, if you take one from the pile, all of them collapse and roll onto
one another, the same is true of Israel; if one of them is stricken all of them feel
it. That is what is written: “Shall one man sin, and You will rage against the
entire congregation?” (Numbers 16:22).
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Another matter, “I went down to the nut garden,” this is the world. “To look at
the budding of the valley, this is Israel. “To see if the vine had blossomed,”
these are the synagogues and the study halls. “And the pomegranates were in

bloom,” these are the children who sit and engage in Torah study, and sit in
rows like pomegranate seeds.
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Song of Songs 4:13

(13) Your limbs are an orchard of pomegranates And of all luscious fruits, Of
henna and of nard—
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Rashi on Song of Songs 4:13:1

(1) Your arid fields. Dry land is called 1°77%77 n°2 =thirsty land, and it
necessary to irrigate it constantly; a field watered by rain [=%y27 N°2 is superior
to it. Here he praises the arid field, “Your arid fields” are replete with all good
like a pomegranate orchard. This is said of the smallest of Yisrael, who are
succulent with good deeds like a pomegranate orchard.
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Metzudat David on Song of Songs 4:13:1

The fruit of your womb, that goes out from you, shall be filled with wisdom,
like a pomegranate that is filled with seeds.
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Metzudat David on Song of Songs 4:13:2

Luscious fruits:And may your children also possess good qualities, like a
fine and excellent fruit, praised in many ways: in taste & in beauty...
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Psalms 52:10

(10) But I am like a thriving olive tree in God’s house; I trust in the faithfulness
of God forever and ever.

m”2-772:37% 07727
77 03 7301 YK I 7 WK D920 T2 TN WK (72)

Deuteronomy 33:24-25

(24) And of Asher he said: Most blessed of sons be Asher; May he be the
tavorite of his brothers, May he dip his foot in oil.
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Yalkut Shimoni on Nach 289:1

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: Why are the people of Israel compared to the
olive tree? To teach you: just as the olive tree never loses its leaves, neither in
the summer nor in the rainy season, so too Israel never ceases — neither in
this world nor in the World to Come.
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And just as oil is produced from the olive, and it gives light, so too Israel bring
forth light for the World to Come, as it is said: “And those who love Him are
like the sun going forth in its might” (Judges 5:31)
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Psalms 92:13
(13) The righteous bloom like a date-palm; they thrive like a cedar in Lebanon;
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Bamidbar Rabbah 3:1
(1A righteous person will flourish like a date palm. No part of the date
palm is wasted: Its dates are eaten; its young branches are used for ritual
blessing [of the lulav on sukkot]; its fronds cover the Sukkah; its fibers are used
to make ropes; its leaves are used for sieves; its planed trunks are used for roof
beams.
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So too there are none worthless in Israel: Some are versed in the Bible; others

know Mishnah; some are masters of agada; others do good deeds; still others
promote social equity.
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If the date palm is uprooted, it will not be able to be replaced. So too are the

righteous who can’t be replaced as it says in Iyov 28:12: “But wisdom-whence
will it be found, and where is the place of understanding?”
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Deuteronomy 20:19-20

(19) When in your war against a city you have to besiege it for a long time in
order to capture it, you must not destroy its trees, wielding the ax against
them. You may eat from them, but you must not cut them down. Are trees of
the field human to withdraw before you into the besieged city? (20) Only trees
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that you know do not yield food may be destroyed; you may cut them down
for constructing siege works against the city that is waging war on you, until it
has been reduced.

’9-1979:°0 BT HY Ry 1AN
LTTWA 7Y R 0N 12 °°1 72 .7Wn PV 087 92(X)

Ibn Ezra on Deuteronomy 20:19-20

(1) FOR IS THE TREE OF THE FIELD MAN: the life of man is supported by
trees...

’2-10”%°2 0%127 ,7°Ma 1Ja7

DTN 72 "NYT 7077 LT PY 0IRM °D 195N R IMINRI(KR)
N2°W TTWA 7Y DIRT K7 72 21027 7IN2T 11190 K7 PR Jwn)
N°TWh> 11231 021 Oy N17DN PR1,0TRT 103 118702 773010

PY N112% 1112 12 R2¥I77 72 17N 7291,09910 KDY IR 9270
,NPYINM 130 RN IR ININ NPAWnNn NRWNw KON TTWwi
T°0Dn1 P71 NNYNI N MW NR OX1,7280 1320 72 17
D2YINT

Rabbeinu Bahya, Devarim 20:19-20

I believe that the word 07X belongs to the earlier part of the verse and is part
of the instruction “do not cut down.” The meaning of the whole verse would
then be: “for the trees are not man that you could cut them down as if they
were your enemies. It is not the mark of an intelligent person to destroy
something which does not confer any benefit on it by doing so. This is why you
must not only not destroy such trees but do whatever you can to preserve
them and their usefulness. You are to eat its fruit, not destroy the tree.
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Our sages (in Taanit 7) interpret the words 798N 1311 °2, “for you eat from it,” as
an allusion to the Torah scholars whose words of Torah are comparable to the
fruit yielded by fruit-bearing trees. If such a Torah scholar does not conduct
himself in the manner a Torah scholar should, abandon him.
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Sefer HaChinukh 529

(1) To not destroy fruit trees: That we have been prevented from chopping
down trees when we besiege a city to distress the people of the city and to
sadden their hearts. And about this is it stated (Deuteronomy 20:19), “you may
not destroy its tree, etc. and you shall not chop it down.”
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And likewise not to do any damage — such as burning or ripping a garment
or breaking a vessel for no reason — entered under this negative
commandment And in all of these matters and in all that is similar to them,
they, may their memory be blessed, would always say in the Gemara
(Kiddushin 32a), “But behold, he is transgressing on account of ‘do not
destroy.”” And nonetheless we only administer lashes for one that cuts
down a fruit tree, since it is explicit in Scripture. But with other destructions,
we [only] give him lashes of rebellion. (See Mishneh Torah, Laws of Kings and
Wars 6:10.)
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(2) The root of this commandment is well-known — it is in order to teach our
souls to love good and benefit and to cling to it. And through this, good clings
to us and we will distance [ourselves] from all bad and destructive things. And
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this is the way of the pious and people of [proper] action — they love peace
and are happy for the good of the creatures and bring them close to Torah, and
they do not destroy even a grain of mustard in the world. And they are
distressed by all loss and destruction that they see; and if they can prevent it,
they will prevent any destruction with all of their strength.
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But not so are the wicked — the brothers of the destructive spirits. They
rejoice in the destruction of the world, and they destroy themselves — [since]
in the way that a person measures, so is he measured; which is to say that he
clings to it forever, as the matter that is written (Proverbs 17:5), “the one who
rejoices in calamity, will not be cleared (of evil).” And the one who desires the
good and rejoices in it, “his soul will dwell in the good” forever. This is known
and famous.
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(3) From the laws of the commandment is that which the sages said (Bava
Kamma 91b) that the Torah only forbade cutting fruit trees when he cuts it
down destructively. But it is certainly permitted to cut [them] if he finds a
beneficial matter in it, such as the value of the wood became valuable and he
wants to sell it; or to remove injury by cutting them, such as [if] it was
damaging other trees better than it, or because it was damaging other fields.


http://docs.google.com/Proverbs.17.5
http://docs.google.com/Proverbs.17.5
http://docs.google.com/Bava_Kamma.91b
http://docs.google.com/Bava_Kamma.91b
http://docs.google.com/Bava_Kamma.91b

In all of these angles and in all that is similar to it, it is permissible.

7713 91°RW2 19DK1 PR? InRW 12727 DI 0K L0 12°K 9
,N17D DY XX DIy 1°KW TY TR 171 XY 59NM 127K o) i
N"_IT.U 773 ﬂ’TJ 73'1:177 DJTD'( 1"]73?’(1 ]]7’:11173 12 ]'I'TD77 Khy ]’NU]

.'ml'l".'J -IUJV’U] 777"[31 ,TII'I'IN }7777 TﬂD 0°N°1 373773 nins oWy
.07nn PN

And the sages said that it is permitted to cut any non-fruit bearing tree — even

when he does not need [its wood] — and [likewise] any fruit tree that is very

old, to the point that it only gives a few fruit, for the sake of which it is not
worthwhile to toil [on it]. And they, may their memory be blessed, said with

an olive tree, it is permitted to cut anything that produces less than a fourth
[of a kav]; and with a palm tree, less than a kav of dates.

,INTWN 5w 927 92 mwyb 12727 DI1127 170K 992 7771 (1)
NITW (2,717 NAW) 1Y 10K 7T 7iR7 127 0w N R
LT 7Y T2V

(4) And in general, the sages forbade them to do anything destructive. And
they said about anyone who destroys anything out of rage (Shabbat 105a) that
he is like one who worships idolatry...
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5) And this prohibition is practiced in every place and at all times by males and
females. And one who transgresses it and destroys fruit trees has violated this
negative commandment and is liable for lashes. And for other destruction on
other things that are not explicit, we lash him with lashes of rebellion.
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http://docs.google.com/Shabbat.105b
http://docs.google.com/Shabbat.105a
https://www.sefaria.org/Kohelet_Rabbah.7.13
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Kohelet Rabbah 7:13

(1)“See the work of God, for who can mend what He has warped?”
(Ecclesiastes 7:13) “See the work of God, for who can mend what He has
warped?” When the Holy One blessed be He created Adam the first man, He
took him and showed him all the trees in the Garden of Eden, and He said to
him: ‘See My creations, how beautiful and exemplary they are. Everything I
created, I created for you. Make certain that you do not ruin and destroy My
world, as if you destroy it, there will be no one to mend it after you.
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