
Vocabulary: Match the words to the sentences 

advantage, extraordinary, significant, useless 
 
 
Spinosaurus, which lived in North Africa about 97 million years ago, was an 
(1)_____________ creature. It was enormous, with a length of up to 15 meters.  It had 
massive jaws like a crocodile, which were an (2)_____________ when catching prey.  
 
… 
 
What Nizar and his team learned was (3)_____________ : Spinosaurus had dense 
bones, feet like paddles, and small hind limbs. All of these were characteristic of 
animals that spent a lot of time in the water.  “We realized that we were dealing with a 
river monster,” said Nizar.  “A predatory dinosaur bigger than T. rex, the ruler of this 
ancient river of giants. 
 
… 
 
After a long, unsuccessful search, Nizar gave up hope. He was sitting at an outdoor 
cafe, drinking tea with a colleague, talking about how it was (4)_____________ : he 
would never piece together Spinosaurus. 
 
 
 
Match the words to the definitions: 
_____________very special, unusual, or strange 
 
_____________something that does not work well or has no effect 
 
_____________something good about a situation that helps you 
 
_____________important or noticeable  



Answers: 
 
Spinosaurus, which lived in North Africa about 97 million years ago, was an 
(1)extraordinary creature. It was enormous, with a length of up to 15 meters.  It had 
massive jaws like a crocodile, which were an (2)advantage when catching prey.  
 
… 
 
What Nizar and his team learned was (3)significant: Spinosaurus had dense bones, feet 
like paddles, and small hind limbs. All of these were characteristic of animals that spent 
a lot of time in the water.  “We realized that we were dealing with a river monster,” said 
Nizar.  “A predatory dinosaur bigger than T. rex, the ruler of this ancient river of giants. 
 
… 
 
After a long, unsuccessful search, Nizar gave up hope. He was sitting at an outdoor 
cafe, drinking tea with a colleague, talking about how it was (4)useless: he would never 
piece together Spinosaurus. 


