
How is the Catholic Church Universal? 
 
 

Learning Success: In this piece of learning create a Google Earth recording focusing on the cities and countries that Pope Benedict 
XVI or Pope Francis have visited.  
 
 

How to use Google Earth: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuz6P2ftWB0 
 
 
Introduction:  
 

-​ Select either Pope Francis or Pope Benedict's XVI’s destinations. The country they visited is listed first followed by the city and time they visited this destination. 
 

-​ Create a tour of the nations they visited (each nation has a strong Catholic following). Pin the city and outline (1) The purpose of their visit and (2) What they did while at this 
destination.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuz6P2ftWB0


Criteria for “A Pope’s Tour”.  
 

●​ Number of Places (7-10) Discuss with your teacher how many key places you will cover in the Pope’s destinations. 
●​ Evaluate and select the suitability of images for each destination.. 

●​ Describe the purpose of the Pope’s Visit. 
●​ Explain what the Pope did while at this destination.  

●​ Record your tour. 
 
 

End Goal 
 

●​ A completed Google Earth Tour that is shared amongst the class via a Learning Management System. 
●​ Students required to comment constructively on five other tours that they have viewed (Rose - Bud - Thorn Feedback).  
●​ Completed progress chart that is filled in briefly at the end of each lesson. 
●​ Student Review sent to the teacher. 

 
 

 
Lesson Sequence Goals: 

 
-​ Introduction and exemplar. 

-​ Selection of location/ research/ evaluation of resources. 
-​ Present a student example that is going well. 
-​ Checklist of things that need to be completed. 

-​ Post all tours on a Learning Management System. 
-​ Students download and experience five other tours. 

 



 
Google Earth - The Universal Church 

 
  
 
Over the next week you are going to using your creativity and imagination to create a tour that Pope Benedict and Pope Francis have completed You will be using Google Earth for this exercise and 
will be sharing your final presentations to your class.  
 
 

1.​ Learn to use Google Earth.  
 

-​ Your teacher will spend time with you teaching how to create a virtual tour. The possibilities are endless and you can create something as complex as you like. The following two clips will 
be very useful for you: 

 
-​ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4Ru0xyb-uM - Creating a tour. 
-​ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuz6P2ftWB0 - Recording a tour. 

 
 
There are hundreds of videos on how to use Google Earth. Research and find videos that you can share with others as they create their tour. 
 
 
 
2. Decide on the key Question about the Pope you will answer. 
 
The next step is to chose which Pope you will complete a tour for. 
Remember to  (1) Find out the purpose of their tour and (2) What the Pope did while in this location. 
 
3. Research and evaluate the locations that you will chose for your itinerary. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4Ru0xyb-uM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuz6P2ftWB0


 
-​ Once you have decided on your Pope and tour, you will need to do research to find the places for your tour. You will need to include at least six stop overs for your tour. You will need to:  

(1) Find out the purpose of their tour and (2) What the Pope did while in this location. 
 

-​ Each description should be 50 words. Below is an example of a music tour I created: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4. Present your Google Earth Itinerary  
 

-​ Now is the time to start creating. You will have ___________ lessons. 
 
 
 
5. Share your Tour 
 

-​ You will need to share your Google Earth Tour as a kmz.file amongst the class.  
-​ You are to comment on five other pieces of work that you have downloaded and reviewed. Your comments need to follow the Rose - Bud- Thorn Method. Give examples of things you have 

enjoyed most about the tour and any questions that you may have.  
 
 
 
6. Reflect on your learning 
 
Write a paragraph reflecting on this piece of learning. How Universal is the Catholic Church? Why did the Pope visit these countries? How important is it that the Pope visits his followers? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Learning Success - Google Earth and the Pope. 
 

​ Name:_____________________________ 
 

Pre- Structural 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I do not understand how to use Google 
Earth. 

Unistructural 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I can use Google Earth at a basic level 
but I am unable to create a tour.  
 

Multistructural 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I have created a basic tour using Google 
Earth. I have not included six destinations 
that are written in depth or I have not 
included a recording explaining my tour.  
 

Relational 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I have created a 

tour on Google Earth.  
 
I have created six destinations. 
 
I have included: 
(1) The purpose of the Pope’s tour and (2) 
What the Pope did while in this location. 
 
 
This has been done in a recording or a 
annotation text box.  

Extended Abstract 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I have created a tour on Google Earth. I 
have created six destinations. 
 
I have included: 
(1) The purpose of the Pope’s tour and (2) 
What the Pope did while in this location. 
 
This has been done in a recording or a 
annotation text box.  
My assignment shows creativity and 
innovation. It is a model for others in the 
class.  
I have reflected on how this activity could 
be used in the future.  

     
 

 



 
 
 

 
Rose =  

Aspects of the presentation that were interesting, meaningful or 
awesome! 

Bud  = 
Aspects of the presentation that you could make even better or 

think about are….. 
Thorn = 

Aspects of the presentation that are confusing, difficult to 
understand and should be changed.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 



 
Pope Benedict XVI 

 
-​ Germany - Cologne (August 2005) 
-​ Spain - Valencia - ( July 2006). 

-​ Austria - Vienna - ( September 2007). 
-​ Australia - Sydney (July 2008). 
-​ Malta - Floriana (April 2010). 
-​ Cyprus - Paphos (June 2010) 

-​ San Marino - San Marino ( June 2011) 
-​ Benin - Ouidah (November 2011) 
-​ Mexico - Leon (March 2012) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
Pope Francis 

 
-​ Brazil - Rio De Janeiro  (July 2013). 

-​ Israel, Jordan and Palestine - Amman, Bethlehem and Jerusalem. (May 2014) 
-​ South Korea - Seoul (August 2014) 
-​ Albania- Tirana (September 2014). 
-​ Turkey - Anitkabir (November 2014) 
-​ Cuba - Havana (September 2015). 

-​ Uganda - Nalukolongo ( November 2015) 
-​ Greece - Lesbos (April 2016). 

 
 
 


