
 

SOC205 Week 7 Opening Question 

Purpose 
The purpose of our weekly Opening Question is to help you focus on what you already know 
about this topic or what you already may have experienced. You will also add information to 
Google Earth as a way to get more familiar with the culture, perspectives, and experiences of 
locations around the world.  

Tasks 
1.​ All students respond to the Opening Question prompts, worth 10 points: 
2.​ Respond to the following questions: 

a.​ How did your ability to learn change during COVID-19? 
b.​ Who is/was your favorite teacher? What did they do to support your engagement 

in learning? 
c.​ How is technology creating social inequality or driving social change, particularly 

during COVID-19? 
d.​ Why are you pursuing higher education? What are the barriers to your success, 

particularly those based on your social location? What life outcomes do you 
expect as a result of your education? 

e.​ Contribute to our Google Earth Site addressing the following prompt: 
i.​ This week, we find ourselves in these places: Salem/Forest Grove, 

Oregon, Texas, Brazil, and South Korea. As you add detail to Google 
Earth, please focus on adding information about education to these 
countries, or any others in our project. You might consider who pays for 
education, who receives an education, or what the educational outcomes 
are. Do people all learn in the same way? For one of these places our 
anthems are: (1) Tell me about the land. You could tell about the land by 
describing where the country is in relation to other countries. You could 
describe how much land there is. You could describe some of the 
interesting geological features of this land. We want to know what we 
might experience if we were to live on this particular land. You might also 
want to tell about the plants and animals that live in this place. (2) Tell me 
about the people. To answer this, you could talk about how many people 
live here. You could describe how the people are the same or different 
from each other, based on social location — or how they are the same or 
different from people where you live. You could talk about unique things 
about specific groups of people that live on this land. What would it be like 
to hang out with the people here? (3) Tell me about the relationships of 
power. Social change often, though not always, comes about because of 
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relationships of inequality or differences in power. So, you could talk 
about what kind of government exists here. How do people make their 
money? Is there a lot of inequality between people? How much power 
does this country have in the politics of the world? What would it be like to 
live here? 

3.​ Submit your response to the questions in your Week 7 Opening Question assignment as 
a text entry via Canvas. Submit your response to the Google Earth questions on our 
class site (see the Google Earth Resources below for instructions on how to submit).  

Google Earth Resources 
●​ There are different versions of Google Earth depending on your device. Go to this page 

to make sure you have the correct version. If you don't have it already, please download 
the correct version. 

●​ Link to our Google Earth project. 
●​ Click on a link to a place on the left menu.  
●​ Click on the edit icon (pencil)  
●​ Add a picture by clicking on the camera icon and selecting Google Image Search. If you 

add a picture, remember to put the description and your reason for adding it in the Wiki 
text box. 

●​ Add Text to the text box. There are four headings in each box: Place, People, Power, 
and Picture.  

●​ Write your name AFTER your text entry, or your picture description.  
●​ This is a wiki-style document, so you may need to scroll down to find a heading. 

 
Troubleshooting Notes 

●​ Google Earth works best in a Chrome Browser. 
●​ Google Earth may not work well on a Chromebook. You might try your phone as an 

alternate device. 

Criteria for Success 
Criteria Points 

Student completed 5 minute free write or video 
based on the week's opening questions. 

5 

Student made 3 updates to Google Earth Site for 
one of the countries we identified for the week. 

5 

 

https://www.google.com/earth/versions/
https://earth.google.com/earth/d/1QVKVmzfTqqDueP6mK7zP9cpowjgIw-xY?usp=sharing


Total 10 
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