
Unit 4 Transoceanic 

Interconnections Notes 

4.1 Technological Innovations from 1450-1750 

Why were European nations considered maritime empires?  Why did they set out by sea? 

 

 

 

New Tools Wind Patterns Shipbuilding 

Compass- 

 

 

Astrolabe- 

 

 Caravels- 

 

Carrack- 

 

Fluyt- 

 

 

4.2 Exploration: Causes and Events from 1450-1750 

Prior to this time period, there were no _________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Due to connections made during this time period now there will be a global __________________, global 

__________________, global _____________________________, global __________________- 

a modern age with a ______________________________________________________________ 

 

What did Europeans want? 

 

And Europe had: 

- 

 

- 

 

- 

 

Once they had access to new colonies, __________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Europeans were motivated by: 

​ - 

 

​ - 

 

​ - 

 

​ - 

 

What was this often summarized as? 



4.3 Columbian Exchange 

What was The Columbian Exchange?  What was it NOT? 

 

 

 

 

 

The Columbian Exchange 

Who benefited?  How so? Who didn’t benefit?  How so? 

 

 

 

 

 

List American food crops that were sent to Europe.  What was the impact of these crops? 

 

 

 

 

List European animals that were sent to The New World?  What was the impact of these animals? 

 

 

 

 

What was considered the single most important livestock exchange?  Why? 

 

 

 

Why did disease not spread among Europeans, African and Asians like it did among natives in The New World?   

 

 

 

List these diseases: 

 

This is how Europeans were able to ___________________________________________________ 

 

The massive deaths among Natives in The New World created _________________________________, 

increasing the demand for _________________________________________________________ 

 

How did the Qing Dynasty/Manchu Empire benefit from The Columbian Exchange? 

 

 

 

How were long-term benefits of the Columbian Exchange unequally distributed?  Who benefited?  What did 

that lead to? 

 

 

 

 



Triangular Trade Network- 

 

 

 

Slavery 

How was slavery used throughout the world, over time? 

 

 

 

 

 

Why did Africa become the center of slavery with The New World?   

 

 

 

Describe the process of obtaining slaves from Africa: 

 

 

 

 

 

What was happening in The New World at the same time? 

 

Newly developed colonial economies in the Americas largely depended on agriculture, 

utilizing existing labor systems, including… 

Mit’a 

 

 

Chattel  

Slavery 

 

Indentured  

Servants 

 

Encomienda  

System 

 

Hacienda  

System 

 

 

How was slavery different in The New World? 

 

 

Middle Passage- 

 

 

 

 

 

What are examples of things brought by Africans to The New World? 



List some effects of the African Slave Trade: 

 

 

 

 

 

The practice of getting people from Africa and selling them as slaves in The New World led to ____________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.4 Maritime Empires Established 

What motivated European nations to establish maritime empires?  How did they do this? 

 

 

 

Give examples of how European nations were involved in the Indian Ocean Trade Network: 

 

 

 

What did China want?  How did they get it? 

 

Explain the impact of religion by maritime empires in the Indian Ocean Trading Network: 

 

 

Europeans Empires in the New World 

Spanish  

Portuguese  

British, French, Dutch  

 

The Spanish and Portuguese colonized _________________________________________________ 

 

Where did wealth in The New World come from? 

 

 

4.5 Maritime Empires Maintained and Developed 

Mercantilism- 

 

 

Who benefits from mercantilism?  How so? 

 

Goals of mercantilism: 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

 



Joint Stock Companies- 

 

 

 

Examples of Joint Stock Companies: 

- 

- 

- 

 

4.4 Maritime Empires Established 

4.5 Maritime Empires Maintained and Developed 

Portuguese 

Why was Portugal the first European Maritime Empire? 

 

 

 

Portuguese Explorers 

Name Description Picture 

 

 

Prince 

Henry The 

Navigator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bartolomeu 

Dias 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vasco da 

Gama 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Portugal set up _________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What did Portugal gain control of? 

 

 

 



Describe the Portuguese relationship with slavery: 

 

Portuguese 

Political rivalries heated up as Portugal and Spain disagreed over control of Americas, so they  ___________​
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Treaty of Tordesillas- 

 

 

Where did the Spanish establish empires in The New World? 

- 

- 

- 

 

Spanish Explorers, Conquistadors and Clergy 

Name Description Picture 

 

 

Christopher 

Columbus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hernan 

Cortes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Francisco 

Pizarro 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Bartolomé 

de las Casas 

 

 

 

  

 

Describe Spain’s relationship with religion in The New World: 

 

 



What happened once the Spanish discovered silver in a mine at Potosi? 

 

 

Dutch 

While the Dutch Empire was not the ___________________ it did become the ___________________ 

 

The Dutch East India Company (VOC)- 

 

 

 

Describe the Dutch’s domination in the Indian Ocean: 

 

 

British 

Britain sent out explorers to The New World in search of _____________________________________ 

 

How were British settlers different from other European nations? 

 

 

 

 

British Settlements in The New World 

Roanoke  

Colony 

  

Jamestown, 

Virginia 

  

Pilgrims at 

Plymouth, Mass 

  

 

What happened to the native population as a result of interactions with the British? 

 

Describe the British emphasis on religion in The New World: 

 

 

 

Overall, ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Describe in the British Empire 

Class/Race Gender Coerced Labor 

 

 

  

 

Where did Britain colonize in The New World?  What happened to these colonies? 

 

 



France 

France too wanted to _____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

French Explorers 

Name Description Picture 

 

Jacques  

Cartier 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Samuel  

de 

Champlain 

 

 

 

 

 

Where else did France colonize in The New World? 

 

 

How did France participate in the Indian Ocean Trading Network? 

 

 

4.6 Internal and External Challenges to State Power 

from 1450-1750 

There are many instances of people challenging the ________________________________________ 

and _______________________________________ of the land based empires and maritime empires. 

 

Examples of people/groups who challenged power and authority: 

Name Country Description Picture 

 

 

Queen 

Nanny 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Anna 

Nozingo 

 

 

 

   

 



 

 

Pugachev 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Marathas 

 

 

 

   

 

 

4.7 Changing Social Hierarchies from 1450-1750 

Hierarchy- 

 

What is a social hierarchy? 

 

Some notable ____________________________________ occurred during this time period, including 

___________________________________  resulting from the____________________________ 

 

Society during this time period 

 

Religion 

 

 

 

 

Casta 

 

 

 

 

Elites 

 

 

 

 

Monarchs 

 

 

 

 

Women 

 

 

 

 

Natives​
 

 

 



 


