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The Northern
Renaissance

I Setting The Stage
The Big |dea The work of such artists as Leonardo da Vindi,
In the 1400s, the ideas of the Michelangelo, and Raphael showed the Renaissance
ftalian Renaissance began to spirit. All three artists demonstrated an interest in
spread to northern Europe. classical culture, a curiosity about the world, and a belief
Why It Matters Now in human potential. Hurmanist writers expanded ideas
s s ks s T about individuality. These ideas impressed scholars, stu-
importance of the individual are dents, and merchants who visited Italy. By the late 1400s,
an important part of modem Renaissance ideas had spread 1o northern Europe—
thought. espedially England, France, Germany, and Flanders (now
Kﬂf Terms and Peo FI'E part of France and the MetheriandsL
50 The Northern Renaissance Begins
Joharn Gutenberg By 1450 the population of northern Europe, which had
declined due to bubonic piague, was beginning to grow again.
When the destructive Hundred Years' War between France
and England ended in 1453, many cities grew rapidly. Urban
merchants became wealthy enough to sponsor artists. This
happened first in Flanders, which was rich from long-distance
trade and the cloth industry. Then, as wealth increased in other
parts of northern Europe, patronage of artists increased as
well.
Unlike Italy, which was divided into city-states, England and
France were unified under strong monarchs. These rulers often
sponsored the arts by purchasing paintings and by supporting
artists and writers. For example, Francis [ of France invited
Leonardo da Vinc to retire in France, and hired Italian art-
ists and architects to rebuild and decorate his castle at Fon-
tainebleau (fahn-tihn-BrL.0H). The castle became a showcase for
Renaissance art.
Reading Check As Renaissance ideas spread out of Italy, they mingled with
Contrast How northern traditions. As a result, the northern Renaissance
R ey developed its own character. For example, the Renaissance ideal
Remss wance dilfer Y gy f .
i e Maliag of human dignity inspired some northern humanists to develop
Renaizsance? | plans for social reform based on Judeo-Christian values.
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Artistic ldeas Spread

In 1494, a French king claimed the throne of Naples in southern Italy and
launched an invasion through northern Italy. As the war dragged on, many
Italian artists and writers left for a safer life in northern Europe. They
brought with them the styles and techniques of the Italian Renaissance. In
addition, northern European artists who studied in Italy carried Renais-
sance ideas back to their homelands.

German Painters Perhaps the most famous person to do this was the

German artist Albrecht Direr (DyURsuhr). He traveled to Italy to study
in 14594 Afrer returning o Germany, Direr produced woodouts and

engravings. Many of his prints portray religious subjects. Others portray
classical myths or realistic landscapes. The popularity of Diirer's work
helped to spread Renaissance styles.

Diirer's emphasis upon realism influenced the work of another
German artist, Hans Holbein (HoHL-byn) the Younger. Holbein specialized
in painting portraits that are almost photographic in detail. He emigrated
to England where he painted portraits of King Henry VIII and other mem-
bers of the English royal family.

Flemish Painters The support of wealthy merchant families in Flanders
helped to make Flanders the artistic center of northern Europe. The first
great Flemish Renaissance painter was Jan van Eyck (yahn-van+<k). Van
Eyck used recently developed oil-based paints to develop techniques that
painters still use. By applying layer upon layer of paint, van Eyck was able
to create a variety of subtle colors in clothing and jewels. (il painting
became popular and spread to [taly.

In addition to new techniques, van Eyck's paintings display unusually
realistic details and reveal the personality of their subjects. His work
infloenced later artists in northern Europe.

DOCUMENT-BASED INVESTIGATION Historical Source
Peasant Wedding

The Flemnish painter Pieter Bruegel's paintings

provide information about peasant life in the 15005

Peasant Wedding (1568) portrays a wedding feast.

+ The Bride The bride sits under the paper crown
hanging on the green cloth.

= The Servers Men who may be her brothers are passing
out plates.
« The Gusests Several children have come to the party.

= The Musicians They are camying bagpipes. One
glances hungrily at the fiood.

Analyze Historical Sources

In what ways does this painting present a snapshot of

p=asant life?
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Flemish painting reached its peak after 1550 with the work of Pieter
Bruegel (sroOv-guhl) the Elder. Bruegel was also interested in realistic
details and individual people. He was very skillful in portraying large
numhers of 'rlpn]_'ﬂp He r:-lph'rmf‘ srenes from P'wrryﬂ.a?' peasant life aurh
as weddings, dances, and harvests. Bruegel's rich colors, vivid details, and
balanced use of space give a sense of life and feeling.

Northern Writers Try to Reform Society
Italian humanists were very interested in reviving classical languages
and classical texts. When the Italian humanist ideas reached the north,
people used them to examine the traditional teachings of the Church.
The northern humanists were critical of the failure of the Christian
Church to inspire people to live a Christian life. This criticism produced
a new movement known as Christian humanism. The focus of Chris-
tian humanism was the reform of society. Of particular importance to
humanists was education. The humanists promoted the education of

Christian Humanists The best known of the Christian humanists were
Desiderius Erasmus (dehz-ih-DEER-ee-uhs ih-RAZ-muhs) of Holland and
Thomas More of England. The two were close friends.

In 1509, Erasmus wrote his most famous work, The Praise of Folly. This
book poked fun at greedy merchants, heartsick lovers, quarrelsome schol-
ars, and pompous priests. Erasmus believed in a Christianity of the heart,
not one of ceremonies or rules. He thought that in order to improve soci-
ety, all people should study the Bible.

Thomas More tried to show a better model of society. In 1516, he wrote
the book Utopia. In Greek, utopia means “no place ™ In English it has come
to mean an ideal place as depicted in More's book. The book is about an
imaginary land where greed, corruption, and war have been weeded out_ In
Utopia, because there was little greed, Utopians had little use for money:

"Gold and silver, of which money is made, are so treated . . _ that no
one values them more highly than their true nature deserves. Who
does not see that they are far inferior to iron in usefulness since with-
out fren mortals cannot Iive any more than without fire and water?

Sy | gl sl )

More wrote in Latin. Eventually, his writing was translated into a variety
of languages including French, German, English, Spanish, and Italian,
making his ideas widely available.

Women's Reforms During this period the vast majority of Europeans
were unable to read or write. Those families who could afford formal
schooling usually sent only their sons. One woman spoke out agamst this
practice. Christine de Pizan was highly educated for the time and was one



Chittine de Pizan |3 base
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of the first women to earn a living as a writer. Writing in French, she pro-

duced many books, including short stories, biographies, novels, and manu-
als on military techniques. She frequently wrote about the objections men
had to educating women_ In one book, The Book of the City of Ladies, she

wre:

"l arn amazed by the opinion of some men who claim that they do not
want their daughters, wives, or kinswomen to be educated because

their mores [morals| would be ruined as a result._ . . . Here you can
clearly see that not all opinions of men are based on reason and that

these men are wrong.”

—{reting & Puss = e O ENE LR Of LS

ChrisﬁnedePimnwasuueufﬂmﬂmEmnpeauwﬁtmmquﬁthm&if-
ferent treatment of boys and girls. However, hergua.luffmmaled'im
for children of both sexes would not be achieved for several centuries.

The Elizabethan Age

The Renaissance spread to England in the mid-1500s. The period was
known as the Elizabethan Age, after Queen Elizabeth [ Elizabeth reigned
from 1558 to 1603. She was well educated and spoke French, [talian, Latin,
and Greek_ She also wrote poetry and music. As queen she did much to
support the development of English art and literature.

William Shakespeare The most famous writer of the Elizabethan Age was
William Shakespeare. Many people regard him as the greatest playwright
of all time. Shakespeare was born in 1564 in Stratford-upon-Avon, a small
town about 90 miles northwest of London. By 1592 he was living in Lon-
don and writing poems and plays, and soon he would be performing at the
Globe Theater.

Like many Renaissance writers, Shakespeare revered the classics and
dmunﬂimfnrinspin.tiunan&ﬂum Hismtksdisplayamaﬂmﬁll
cnmmanﬂufﬂmEugﬁshlanguagea:ﬂadmpmﬂemﬂmﬁng:fhm
hﬁng;-HemmhdLﬁmﬂsufmmmdmﬂmghﬂuﬁd
dramatic conflict. Many of these plays examine human flaws. Howewer,
Shalcﬁpea.realsu hadumufhﬁdla.mrtmdﬂiverafpeechthuﬂpmm
l:belhnaissame'shighriewufhlmaﬂ nature:

“What a piece of work is a man, how noble in reason, how infinite in
faculties, in form and moving, how express and admirable; in action
how like an angel, in apprehension [understanding| how like a god:
the beauty of the world, the paragon of animals.”

— il Shakesrpecen Hopred (AT T Snares J

Shakespeare's most famous plays include the tragedies Macheth, Hamlet,
Othello, Remeo and Juliet, and King Lear, and the comedies A Midsuwmmer
Night's Dream and The Taming of the Shrew.
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Shakespeare's Popularity

Even though he has been dead for
about 400 years, Shakespeare remains

a favorite with filmmakers. His thernes
have been adapted for many films,
including some in foreign languages.
These photos are from movie versions of
some of Shakespeares plays including
Otheflo and Romeo and Juliet (in period
costume); a Japanese film, Ran, an
adaptation of King Lear; and 10 Things

I Hate About You, an adaptation of The
Taming of the Shrew in a modern setting.

Analyze Effects

oy it bl
mnverlian al the
printing press afect
the digsemanation af
incrwledge and ideas?
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Printing Spreads Renaissance ldeas

The Chinese invented block printing in which a printer carved words or
letters on a wooden block, inked the block, and then used it to print on
paper. Around 1045, Bi Sheng invented movable type, which uses a sepa-
rate piece of type for each character in the langnage The Chinese writing
system contains thousands of different characters, so most Chinese print-
ers found movable type impractical However, the method would prove
practical for Europeans because their languages can be written using a
small number of letters.

By the early 1400s in Europe, paper had replaced parchment, a writing
material made from animal hides. Parchment was expensive and could not
be mass-produced. Paper could be produced quickly and inexpensively. lts
availability helped facilitate the printing of whole books.

Gutenberg Improves the Printing Process During the 13th century,
block-printed items reached Europe from China. European printers began
to use block printing to create whole pages to bind into books. How-

ever, this process was too slow to satisfy the Renaissance demand for
knowledge, information, and books.

Around 1440 Johann Gutenberyg, a craftsman from Mainz, Germany,
developed a printing press that incorporated a number of technologies
in a new way. The process made it possible to produce books quickly and
cheaply. Using this improved process, Gutenberg printed a complete Bible,
the Gutenberg Bible, in about 1455. It was the first full-sized book printed
with movable type.

The printing press enabled a printer to produce hundreds of copies of a
single work. For the first time, books were cheap enough that many people
could buy them. At first printers produced mainly religious works. Soon
they began to provide books on other subjects such as travel guides and
medical manuals




