
ITINERARY 2025 GREECE
Greece: From the Bronze Age and Lost Atlantis to Zorba the Greek
Led by Jim May, Professor Emeritus of Classics, and Donna May, Retired Teacher
September 25–October 12, 2025

This tour was custom designed to enjoy many different highlights of Greece, including the
incomparable islands of Crete and Santorini.

This itinerary is subject to change.
Travel demands flexibility. We will strive to balance adaptability with remaining on schedule.

Please trust that, when it is not possible to follow the plan laid out below, your program leaders
will work to find substitutions that retain the quality of this Study Travel program. Various details
may be added or changed due to information obtained while making reservations, or perhaps on

site, especially because of the weather. BLD indicate included group meals.

Thursday, September 25 Depart U.S.
Depart the U.S. on your individually-booked flights.

Friday, September 26 Arrive Athens (D)
Upon arrival, make your way to the group hotel. In the early evening we’ll have a welcome drink and
introductory lecture on the hotel rooftop, overlooking the Acropolis, followed by a group welcome
dinner with music to start our Greek experience off authentically. Overnight at Hotel Herodion or
similar.

Saturday, September 27 Athens (BD)
Our national guide, Elena Soulioti, will join us this morning and stay with us for the duration of the tour.
We’ll start with a guided visit at the Acropolis Museum, setting the stage for a thorough visit of the
Acropolis itself. There will be time for lunch on your own, before an afternoon walk through the old
town of Plaka, passing by the Roman Agora, the Tower of the Winds, and Lysikrates Monument. Group
dinner at a local Greek taverna. Overnight at hotel Herodion or similar.

Sunday, September 28 Athens (B)
After breakfast we’ll walk to the Ancient Agora for a guided tour, followed by a guided visit at the
impressive National Archeological Museum. Lunch on your own and some free time. Dinner on your
own. Overnight at hotel Herodion or similar.

Monday, September 29 Athens – Nauplion (BD)
We’ll depart on our private bus, passing by the Corinth canal before reaching the site of Ancient Corinth
for a guided visit. Then, continue to Epidaurus to enjoy the most well preserved ancient theater in
Greece, famous for its acoustics. Arrive in Nauplion, the first capital of liberated Greece. Group dinner
at a local restaurant. Overnight at Hotel Nafsimedon or similar.



Tuesday, September 30 Nauplion (B)
We’ll start our day with a visit to the archaeological museum of Nauplion, then head to Tiryns, famous
for its Cyclopean walls, for a short visit. Then we’ll visit Mycenae with its remnants of the Palace of
Agamemnon and the famous Lions Gate. Lunch on your own. In the early afternoon we’ll visit Zotos
Orange Grove Biofarm for an authentic Greek baking demonstration experience with some local
sweets. Return to Nauplion for dinner on your own. Overnight at Hotel Nafsimedon or similar.

Wednesday, october 1 Nauplion – Athens – Chania, Crete (BD)
We’ll transfer back to Athens to take a flight to Chania on the island of Crete. Upon arrival we’ll embark
on an orientation walking tour of the picturesque Venetian harbor and the old town of Chania. Visit the
Maritime Museum, including the exhibition of Ancient and Traditional Shipbuilding. Lunch on your
own. Group dinner in a local taverna. Overnight at hotel Porto Veneziano or similar.

Thursday, October 2 Chania, Crete (BD)
This morning we’ll visit the Archeological museum of Chania, followed by the Convent of Chryssopigi,
famous for their organic products. Continue to Acrotiri, a beautiful landmark with a splendid view over
the city, and the tomb of the famous politicians of the Venizelos family. Lunch stop (pay on your own)
at the beach of Stavros combined with swimming, weather permitting. Cooking class in Vamos, a
traditional village outside Chania where the local chefs will show us how to make some delicious Cretan
recipes, followed by group dinner. Overnight at hotel Porto Veneziano or similar.

Friday, October 3 Chania – Rethymnon, Crete (BD)
We’ll depart on our private bus for Rethymnon, where we’ll take a walking tour of the Venetian port
and the old town, including a visit to the Fortezza (castle), the Venetian/Turkish monuments, and the
archaeological museum. We’ll also watch a renowned baker – the “phyllo master,” as the locals know
him – making phyllo dough in the traditional way. Group dinner in a local restaurant. Overnight at hotel
GRECOTEL Grand Leoniki Residence or similar.

Saturday, October 4 Rethymnon, Crete (B)
Today we’ll visit Arkadi Monastery, which played an important role in the modern history of Crete, and
then continue to the archaeological site and museum of the ancient Doric town of Eleutherna. We’ll
continue on to the village of Margarites, known for its long pottery tradition, and watch a pottery
maker perform his craft. Time for lunch on your own. Return to Rethymnon for dinner on your own.
Overnight at hotel GRECOTEL Grand Leoniki Residence or similar.

Sunday, October 5 Rethymnon – Heraklion, Crete (BD)
This morning we’ll drive to Heraklion, where we’ll have a guided tour of the archaeological museum
with its Minoan art treasures. We’ll continue to Archanes to view the Minoan Villa of Vathypetro and its
wine and olive presses. Time for lunch on your own in Archanes. In the afternoon we’ll visit the
Kazantzakis House and museum in the village of Myrties. We’ll cap this splendid day with a group
dinner at a typical Cretan village. Overnight at Hotel Aquila Atlantis or similar.

Monday, October 6 Heraklion, Crete/Day Excursion (B)
Today we’ll drive through the vineyards towards the coast of the Libyan Sea to visit ancient Gortyna,
famous for its Law Code, the Odeon, and the Church of Titus. We’ll continue on to the Minoan Palace of
Phaestos, and then Matala Beach, known for its caves, for optional swimming and lunch on your own.
Return to Heraklion for dinner on your own. Overnight at Hotel Aquila Atlantis or similar.



Tuesday, October 7 Heraklion, Crete (BLD)
We’ll start our day with a guided tour of the Palace of Knossos, the center of Minoan culture, which has
been partly restored and boasts impressive frescoes. Continue to the Crete olive oil press for a tour of
the facilities and wine tasting in the local winery, including lunch. We’ll return to Heraklion and stop to
visit the Tomb of Nikos Kazantzakis, author of Zorba the Greek, overlooking the town of Heraklion.
Dinner in the Cretan taverna of Peskesi. Overnight at Hotel Aquila Atlantis or similar.

Wednesday, October 8 Heraklion, Crete – Fira, Santorini (BD)
This morning we’ll transfer to the port to board the SEAJET ferry to Santorini, which takes
approximately 2-½ hours. We’ll drop luggage at the hotel and take a stroll around Fira, before driving to
Oia, the village famous for its legendary sunset. Group dinner in a local restaurant. Overnight at Hotel
El Greco or similar.

Thursday, October 9 Fira, Santorini (B)
We’ll start our day with a guided tour of the Museum of Prehistoric Thera. Then we’ll drive to the
archaeological site of Akrotiri for a visit of this prehistoric settlement with its houses and shops, all
decorated with frescoes. Lunch near Akrotiri or in Perissa on your own. We will also visit the Argyros
winery for a tour and to taste some of the island’s best wines, paired with snacks. Overnight at hotel El
Greco or similar.

Friday, October 10 Fira, Santorini (B)
Today we’ll live island life: take a local cruise around the Caldera, making time for hot springs and hiking
to a volcano (on the Kameni, the "Burnt Island"). Lunch and dinner on your own. Overnight at Hotel El
Greco or similar.

Saturday, October 11 Santorini – Athens (BD)
Free time depending on the final flight schedule. Fly to Athens. Farewell group dinner. Overnight at
Hotel Herodion or similar.

Sunday, October 12 Depart Greece (B)
Make your way to the airport for your individually-booked flights home. Εις το επανιδείν!


