
Pitch Guidelines for MENT  
 
MENT Magazine publishes critical and creative work that engages 
with Korean media forms through a variety of cultural, social, and 
political perspectives.  
 
Please email pitches and inquiries to editors@mentmagazine.com 
 
 
Critical Essays (2000 - 3000 words) 
 
If you are pitching a critical essay, please make sure your pitch 
gives us a sense of the elements listed below. Your description of 
these items can be provisional, but we ask that you at least 
consider each of them in your pitch. ​
 
We have provided concrete examples of these elements from 
essays published in our first issue. Since the pitch is only the initial 
stage of the editorial process, your articulation of these elements 
does not need to be as concrete as the examples below. If your 
pitch is accepted, we will work with you to refine and develop 
these elements.  
 
Please note that we have a pretty extensive editorial process. You 
should expect your piece to go through at least two stages of 
developmental revision (where we work with you to expand or 
refine the argument and, if needed, revise how key ideas are 
organized) before we head into copyediting.  
 

Full first drafts, if you already have them, are welcomed and 
even encouraged! If you are pitching us with a full draft, please 

mailto:editors@mentmagazine.com


also include a pitch that covers the elements below so we have 
an overview of the argument.  

 
 
Elements to consider in your critical essay pitch 
 

1.​ Clear central argument 
 

A published MENT essay example:​
 
In making emotion legible through the means of popular 
moving-image narrative, K-dramas function like the love alarm 
technology in Love Alarm, mediating feelings of attraction between 
individuals while publicizing and radiating these feelings out to 
viewers, soliciting them to feel sympathetically. In this sense, Love 
Alarm can be read reflexively to provide insight into its own 
aesthetics. 

 
2.​ Explores broader stakes of the argument  

​
Why a public audience who may not be precisely invested in 
the media object you are analyzing should care  

 
A published MENT essay example:​
 
Reading Korean music and performance through the lens of Korean 
indigenous folk practices is a way of resisting colonial and Orientalist 
narratives around representations of queerness within Korean media 
culture. 

 
3.​ Awareness of the broader landscape of ideas you are 

intervening in ​
 

https://www.mentmagazine.com/issue001/sensus
https://www.mentmagazine.com/issue001/taemin-mudang


What has been said about your subject? What are you 
adding to the conversation? 

 
An example from a past pitch that led to this published MENT essay:​
 
Both academic and public-facing writing have highlighted Korean 
American literature's fraught relationship to Koreanness. Little has 
been said about the reverse: Korea looking back at Korean 
Americanness. 

 
4.​ Timeliness  

​
Why this piece at this particular moment? What recent 
events give rise to it? How might it in turn shed light on 
contemporary issues / phenomena?  

 
An example from a past pitch that led to this published MENT essay:​
 
My essay would explore a very recent phenomenon within Korean 
American literary production, in which texts that gain American 
recognition spark responses from mainstream Korean cultural outlets. 
On a Weverse live chat earlier this summer, BTS's Jungkook gave a 
shout-out to Michelle Zauner's memoir Crying in H Mart. In 2021, Min 
Jin Lee and her son sat behind BTS on the roof of the Met. On Twitter, 
Lee praised the boy-band members as "exceptionally talented, 
handsome, and a global phenomenon,” and also possessed of “very 
good posture." Korean media outlets have likewise publicized Lee's 
work to Korean audiences, as a recently-released KBS documentary 
demonstrates. 

 
5.​ Sharp/rigorous but accessible language  

 
Pitches are typically between 300 - 500 words, but feel free to 
address the above points as needed.  
 

https://www.mentmagazine.com/issue001/k-literature
https://www.mentmagazine.com/issue001/k-literature
https://twitter.com/Jbrekkie/status/1665515141205565443?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1665515141205565443%7Ctwgr%5Eb0cdc996e05a7c3326c6485c02457a69eee0e9ee%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.billboard.com%2Fmusic%2Fmusic-news%2Fjapanese-breakfast-michelle-zauner-jung-kook-bts-crying-in-h-mart-reaction-1235346487%2F
https://twitter.com/minjinlee11/status/1440107519121113094
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zRqeMj-MGUE


 
 
 
 
Pitching Experimental and Multimodal Pieces 
 
To pitch experimental or multimodal contributions, proposals 
should include the following elements: 
 

1.​ A clear central point:  what is the claim, perspective, or 
question your work highlights or advances? ​
 

2.​ Explores broader stakes: why does this point matter? What 
are some broader cultural conversations–including but not 
limited to race, gender, diaspora, geopolitics, labor, 
technology, global media culture, sociality, etc.–that your 
piece intervenes in? Why might a public audience care? ​
 

3.​ Form and method: what is the form your work will take, and 
why does this form best express your central point?  
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