
7TH GRADE | UNIT 2 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
 
STAGE 1: WHAT DO WE WANT STUDENTS TO BE ABLE TO DO? 

THE FIVE BIG PRACTICES 

Reading Literature Reading Informational Text Writing Speaking & Listening Refining Language 

By the end of the 
year, the students 
will read and 
comprehend 
literature, including 
stories, dramas, 
and poems, at their 
current grade-level 
with scaffolding as 
needed (RL.6-12.10). 

By the end of the 
year, the students 
will read and 
comprehend 
nonfiction, 
informational texts 
at their current 
grade-level with 
scaffolding as 
needed (RI.6-12.10). 

The students will write 
routinely over extended 
time frames (time for 
research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single 
sitting or a day or two) 
for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences 
(W.6-12.10). 

The students will 
adapt speech to a 
variety of contexts 
and tasks, 
demonstrating 
command of formal 
English when 
indicated or 
appropriate 
(SL.6-12.6). 

The students will 
acquire general, 
academic, and 
domain-specific 
words and phrases, 
and learn to 
implement them in 
their communication  
(L.6-12.6). 

 

THE ESSENTIAL STANDARDS CHECKLIST FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR RECURRING ELA CONCEPTS 

​ I can support inferences (RL1, RI2, SL2, ELP1). 
​ I can determine themes (RL2, RI2, SL2, ELP1). 
​ I can analyze character development (RL3, RI3, SL1, ELP1). 
​ I can determine meaning (RL4, RI4, L4, L5, SL1, ELP8). 
​ I can analyze text structure (RL5, RI5). 
​ I can analyze perspectives (RL6). 
​ I can evaluate rhetoric (RI6). 
​ I can evaluate different mediums (RL7, RI7, SL2, ELP1). 
​ I can trace arguments (RI8, W1b, SL3, ELP6). 
​ I can compare texts (RL9, RI9). 
​ I can conduct research projects (W7, W8, W9, SL4, ELP5). 
​ I can write arguments (W1, L6, SL4, ELP4). 
​ I can write explanations (W2, SL4, ELP3). 
​ I can write narratives (W3, SL4, ELP3). 
​ I can create clarity and coherence (W4, Wc, SL4, ELP5). 
​ I can strengthen my writing (W5, L6, SL6, ELP7). 
​ I can apply the conventions of grammar (L1, L3, ELP10). 
​ I can publish my work with technology (W6, SL1, ELP2). 

 
 
*Teachers: Standards cluster and overlap. CLICK HERE for a more thorough, 
vertically-aligned merger of standards in English Language Arts (ELA) and English 
Language Proficiency (ELP) in 6th through 12th grade.  

❖​ Literary Toolbox for 6th Grade 
❖​ Literary Toolbox for 7th Grade 
❖​ Literary Toolbox for 8th Grade 
❖​ Literary Toolbox for 9th Grade 
❖​ Literary Toolbox for 10th Grade 
❖​ Literary Toolbox for 10th Grade Honors 
❖​ Literary Toolbox for 11th & 12th Grade 

GAUGING TEXT COMPLEXITY  

 
 
Qualitative: Levels of meaning, structure, language 
conventionality and clarity, and knowledge demands. 
 
Quantitative: Readability measures and other scores of text 
complexity (such as Lexile). 
 
Reader & Task: Reader variables (such as motivation, 
knowledge, and experiences) and task variables (such as 
purpose and the complexity generated by the task assigned 
and the questions posed). 
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1QNRbZpKsFr9ni8aU41tn1vLAuQD950tImPe503jlq7s/edit#gid=266774022
https://drive.google.com/open?id=13hFvqzf7oERGYzZbo06kwaSE6vjoEukhn56VUdSOeOQ
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dAbZV3cgVVAkYhx0X72k8KCCmNCynjYCK8N6YDTONB0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aIn9W0vcvTOjCqq_bNO-hkwOinLYuz8JuyFtGX9uMSY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1guNKJjHhYgXZx-5wm5LI5rpgsVuf9_FeVw99yO9V1mw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/104Dkv7CtWKDOKekgIcEyYJKAby8-aSU3GwGyoT6trU8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_kuPLsRRTGGd03EDjCaJY-jiFubDji3Y3cmwsvJOiKA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_WihfdC0PZPwi9ZbxtgMJAIHu4y--44RvfDKZ7DV07I/edit?usp=sharing


7TH GRADE | UNIT 2 

STAGE 2: HOW WILL WE KNOW STUDENTS ARE ACHIEVING? 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT IDEAS INSPIRED BY ACT ASPIRE  

Reading  Writing English 
 
STAGE 3: WHAT DOES TEACHING AND LEARNING LOOK LIKE? 

SCOPE & SEQUENCE OPTION 
UNIT TITLE:   Perseverance & Courage 

  

 

CURRICULUM WRITER:  Springdale Public Schools 

ANCHOR TEXT: The Diary of Anne Frank 

 

Suggested Timeline 
 

Slides to Mod 

Ongoing 
Mini- 

Lessons 

 
  Writing Mini-Lessons with 

Adapted Empowering Writers’ 
Lessons 

(Informational and Analytical 
Expository) 

W.7.2 a-f   W.7.5  W.7.10 

 
Language Mini Lessons 

L.7.2 a-d  L.7.6 
 

 
Analytical Expository 
Prompts 

 

Weeks 
1-2  

Diverse Media’s Presentation 
of Perseverance 

RI.7.2  RI.7.3  RI.7.7  SL.7.2  

 
Introduction of the Research Project 

W.7.7  W.7.8 

 
Independent 

Reading 
RL.7.1 

RL.7.10 

7 - Week 10: 
Introduction to 

Research Project: 
Perseverance 

Weeks 
3-5 

  7 - Week 11: 
Introduction to 

Research Project: 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GXR_9e2G0Vd6yQTF9X1TGbYN-HdoDkgdX85z4uuPtq4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fB6i3Waph2qBNYfq9eoxtFZf-G2BLnf8DT9UOYwFAv4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-r4aSGHEagIlsSI6_D1V5rayat_XkxoyNXdjb7t7CME/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ydYJ1ePkRe3Y7vgTy14nsvKj3RnWOMp9i4vNjX22sec
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ydYJ1ePkRe3Y7vgTy14nsvKj3RnWOMp9i4vNjX22sec
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ydYJ1ePkRe3Y7vgTy14nsvKj3RnWOMp9i4vNjX22sec
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ydYJ1ePkRe3Y7vgTy14nsvKj3RnWOMp9i4vNjX22sec
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ydYJ1ePkRe3Y7vgTy14nsvKj3RnWOMp9i4vNjX22sec/edit#bookmark=id.fmt6dmj9nwgq
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ydYJ1ePkRe3Y7vgTy14nsvKj3RnWOMp9i4vNjX22sec/edit#bookmark=id.8oacw55b99my
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ydYJ1ePkRe3Y7vgTy14nsvKj3RnWOMp9i4vNjX22sec/edit#bookmark=id.8oacw55b99my
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1wh4f9aWKapUBYibGG_7anjtSMUA-DMoJKj1w5-VdN6Y
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1wh4f9aWKapUBYibGG_7anjtSMUA-DMoJKj1w5-VdN6Y
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1y1cG_jf3_GH6Dqcs-C6ysTlrL08-FgxPpU5pOfslib8
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1y1cG_jf3_GH6Dqcs-C6ysTlrL08-FgxPpU5pOfslib8
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1y1cG_jf3_GH6Dqcs-C6ysTlrL08-FgxPpU5pOfslib8
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.gfq00cnobna2
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.gfq00cnobna2
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.gfq00cnobna2
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.1785p51g26gv
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.1785p51g26gv
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1t4_4TY5yYth_gQp1_GuCSAIEI8d2TzXB8tz9CKT2qOg
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1t4_4TY5yYth_gQp1_GuCSAIEI8d2TzXB8tz9CKT2qOg
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1t4_4TY5yYth_gQp1_GuCSAIEI8d2TzXB8tz9CKT2qOg
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/1/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1VBVecsG6H-0tmE1KH5zV3y_t7XjKv9P6mBa1RBXy5jQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ueUKdKHk87UhwLZQVh3E8D7sjcjyaJRRg5l-1b3uHCs/edit?usp=sharing
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Comparing/Contrasting a 

Visual text and a Printed Text 
“Little Boy with His Hands Up” 
RI.7.4 RI.7.7   SL.7.1  SL.7.2 

 
Two or More Authors - Same Topic 

RI.7.2  RI.7.9 
 

 

Perseverance 
 
 
 

7 - Week 12: 
Comparing and 

Contrasting Texts 

 
Photographs Reveal Interaction between 

Individuals and the Holocaust 
RI.7.2  RI.7.3 

 
Meaning Created by Structure (Poetry) 
“A Wagon of Shoes” and other options 

RI.7.2  RL.7.5 
 

 
 

7 - Week 13: 
Comparing and 

Contrasting Texts 

 
 

Research Project  
W.7.7  W.7.8 

 
 

7 - Week 14: 
Comparing and 

Contrasting Texts 

Weeks  
6-7 

 

 
Drama Study - The Diary of Anne Frank 

 
Central Ideas/Textual Evidence 
“The Girl Who Lived Forever” 

RI.7.2 
 

 
 

7 - Week 15: 
Drama Study: The 

Diary of Anne 
Frank 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.usr4ffjspb48
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.usr4ffjspb48
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.usr4ffjspb48
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B99COMGJi8IrYmRGaUtJMkxnU2c
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.jxsfsuz054nj
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.jxsfsuz054nj
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1XxZRv7HoYAIG8XgINEQaYSdd5c4xVYnsuWc6GMznGDY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.xaip4l57sihd
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.xaip4l57sihd
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.xy629z634z15
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.xy629z634z15
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B99COMGJi8IreGFUT1k1SW9meEU
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GFFuAUglxbU5jjfO6b9ettOp5TwPO-IDlMeCF758itw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.7p8cw051t3m0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.7p8cw051t3m0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ocJuyXu792AFVOXgblSs4vFDV6BESKzve3FuR2fbrCA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.lprbgs508z4r
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.lprbgs508z4r
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.mjstxzxa34ql
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.mjstxzxa34ql
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B99COMGJi8IrN0FqUVNJYTNnVUE
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GWvJtLkDDusGHdxZxnd8kQXkMxZZMbEJfpPiN8_3zwU/edit?usp=sharing
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Introduction to Elements of Drama 

RL.7.2 RL.7.5 
 

 

 
Compare/Contrast Written Drama to Film Version 

RL.7.2  RL.7.7 
 

 
Literary Elements of the Drama 
RL.7.2  RL.7.1  RL.7.3  RL.7.6 

 

 
Influence of Events on Individuals/Simulation of the Secret Annex 

RL.7.2  RI.7.3 
 

 
Interaction between Individuals and Events/”A Tragedy Revealed: A Heroine’s Last Days” 

RI.7.2  RI.7.1  RI.7.3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 - Week 16: 
Drama Study:The 

Diary of Anne 
Frank 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 - Week 17: 
Explanatory Essay: 

Perseverance 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.9a04bpdecl82
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.9a04bpdecl82
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.6s5oho2d1tcz
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.6s5oho2d1tcz
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.oipj6ycehyce
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.o08x67np5202
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.o08x67np5202
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.egi30mxtaupu
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.egi30mxtaupu
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1I7-fyek8QDzjQQO4STffmhUcBPcZ7nHKd9wBrz0hPWU
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1bE6IZ5pGSBA4s2K4e1oewop2VncssPB_JmAYxkYFlLo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1laGDHc6s0tqK33dd-0n9a3hY02IeIzr6_g2Ti_TjKXM/edit?usp=sharing
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Week 8 

 
Finish   Writing Mini-Lessons 

W.7.2 a-f   W.7.5  W.7.10 
  

 
Finish Language Mini Lessons 

L.7.2 a-d  L.7.6 
 

 
Research Project 

W.7.7  W.7.8  

 
 

 
Post DFA  

 
Common Writing Assignment - Research and 

Informative/Explanatory Essay 

 

Week 9 
 

Remediation or Extension 

7 - Week 18: 
Culmination and 

Reflection 

    Technology Integration 

    Language Support 

     Pre-AP Vertical Alignment 

  Instructional Strategies 

  ACT Resources and Support 

 Lessons with Embedded Empowering Writers’ Strategies 
 

© Springdale School District 
 

5 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ydYJ1ePkRe3Y7vgTy14nsvKj3RnWOMp9i4vNjX22sec
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1wh4f9aWKapUBYibGG_7anjtSMUA-DMoJKj1w5-VdN6Y
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1wh4f9aWKapUBYibGG_7anjtSMUA-DMoJKj1w5-VdN6Y
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.jotcl6dyvg0o
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.jotcl6dyvg0o
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.jotcl6dyvg0o
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qXOy0vkm8hF-9BCsWp4Hsc_xD1H_g3f3ALzOJUtLjX8/edit#bookmark=id.iwn7ft3xbr8p
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qXOy0vkm8hF-9BCsWp4Hsc_xD1H_g3f3ALzOJUtLjX8/edit#bookmark=id.ydncbhg7e0r
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qXOy0vkm8hF-9BCsWp4Hsc_xD1H_g3f3ALzOJUtLjX8/edit#bookmark=id.ydncbhg7e0r
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12Q8k17R6i-efo2Y-oMjCSOYaXlqnsXDKU4FoNsLDKbM/edit#bookmark=kix.ot0zy60gw4a
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.5xzo67a0q3tk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.4ihqi8tin4zr
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_7rH7tiDkp3J3Ue6UZAOHP9HXJ9Uz0RVVkL_Hoy5Qew/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.d7xxhzcxp5ft
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzQjgdHZd-hiAcKEZvYeu_y_UL0LjhsfpIQCm3g8AsM/edit#bookmark=id.p4j2hbe99b3x
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1kH1wfVZnVSvf2NgXO114oTeWqJ0rhZf9RIqDr8okGDQ
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Frappingmanual.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2013%2F02%2Fstrategy.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Frappingmanual.com%2Ffuel-your-rap-career-coming-up-strategies%2F&docid=FVZFs_Belzg2gM&tbnid=mFTtWxObs9HURM%3A&w=425&h=282&safe=active&bih=552&biw=816&ved=0ahUKEwiX-e_CxcPMAhUIcz4KHchEC28QMwhjKAIwAg&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Du7iEUqHhLy6GHbX9Lg_M8ItYmgI5UamyYv7L-xVajw
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1z6PqTF4-ew0Y7x0vVuAy5G5OPi8KHcEmYbQVEVqipnw
https://empoweringwriters.com/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ydYJ1ePkRe3Y7vgTy14nsvKj3RnWOMp9i4vNjX22sec

