
Resources for faculty to discuss the Israeli and Palestinian conflict and  

Guidance on having difficult discussions 
 

 

Resources on how to have difficult discussions 

●​ From the New School Faculty Center, resources on engaging difficult dialogues, with guidelines 

for classroom discussions  

●​ Vanderbilt University Center for Teaching: Difficult Dialogues 

●​ Barnard College Center for Engaged Pedagogy: Dialogue and Disagreement  

●​ Reducing Incivility in the College Classroom, article by Patrick Morrissette 

●​ Faculty Checklist: Steps to Respond to Classroom Incivility, by Barbara Lee and Kathleen Rinehart 

●​ Pedagogical Approaches to Student Racial Conflict in the Classroom, article by Penny Pasque, 

Mark Chesler, Penny Charbeneau, and Corissa Carlson 

●​ Comparing Debate, Discussion, and Dialogue 

●​ Teaching in Higher Ed Podcast: Trauma-Informed Teaching and Learning, with Mays Imad 

●​ Handbook for Facilitating Difficult Conversations in the Classroom, prepared by John D. 

Vogelsang Michael Harrington Center, Queens College, and Sophia McGee, Center for Ethnic, 

Racial and Religious Understanding 

●​ Northwestern University, Searle Center: Teaching During Turbulent Times 

●​ Building Resilient and Inclusive Communities of Knowledge (BRICK) Toolkit, from the Polarization 

and Extremism Research and Innovation Lab, American University 

Example agreement with language tailored for a specific conversation. 

 

Resources on the conflict 

Some resources about the Israeli and Palestinian conflict that faculty may wish to explore to understand 

the conflict and suggestions for ways to discuss it with students. Note: these resources were created by 

reputable organizations but we are not endorsing any of them. 

 

Example agreement with language tailored for a conversation about the conflict. 

 

●​ General Guidance on processing the attacks and outbreak of war with students, from Facing 

History and Ourselves 

●​ Substantial collection of resources, including links to news articles, videos and films, lessons 

plans and teaching materials, on understanding and teaching the conflict, from TeachMideast, an 

educational initiative from the Middle East Policy Council 

●​ Resources for learning about the conflict, (written in 2021), from Learning for Justice, login 

required. Anyone can create a free account. 

●​ Resources and lesson plans for teaching about the conflict, from Educators4SC (educators for 

social change) 

 

https://sites.google.com/a/newschool.edu/faculty-professional-development-network/home-page/equity-diversity-and-inclusion/engaging-difficult-dialogues?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/newschool.edu/faculty-professional-development-network/home-page/equity-diversity-and-inclusion/engaging-difficult-dialogues/guidelines-for-classroom-discussions-of-controversial-topics?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/newschool.edu/faculty-professional-development-network/home-page/equity-diversity-and-inclusion/engaging-difficult-dialogues/guidelines-for-classroom-discussions-of-controversial-topics?authuser=0
https://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/difficult-dialogues/
https://cep.barnard.edu/dialogue-difference
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MX9IWS2JjjOR6Toe4ETVfglzX5s9dena/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QDeW8BcTUEgJV09xcnsnACjEV2UXdSKz/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Jl6RFe40q7WuJ1kiTzsGKiWqatfpZ-DT/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Wq0CdAseAN_-heO0ktiTdi_T0cfsTDua/view?usp=sharing
https://teachinginhighered.com/podcast/trauma-informed-teaching-and-learning/
https://teach.ufl.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Handbook-for-Facilitating-Difficult-Conversations2.pdf
https://searle.northwestern.edu/resources/our-tools-guides/learning-teaching-guides/turbulent-times-guide-page.html
https://perilresearch.com/resource/brick-building-resilient-inclusive-communities-of-knowledge/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PBQTsXaytXlAyLq-CJnwB8l37QVBq84Guh4rDcORBd0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PBQTsXaytXlAyLq-CJnwB8l37QVBq84Guh4rDcORBd0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/processing-attacks-israel-outbreak-war-region?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=277634872&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8zuB8jnNrNN2uUKJlWAP-MLpySGz8UoxOlizN8jww9ySzDnOH3BPpOT0kQEmw-qS20oq8qCY0RtyJwCcXIha9ua0eq2Q&utm_content=277634872&utm_source=hs_email
https://teachmideast.org/resource_guides/the-israeli-palestinian-conflict/
https://www.learningforjustice.org/magazine/resources-for-learning-about-israel-and-palestine
https://educators4sc.org/teaching-about-the-israeli-palestinian-conflict/


Resources on media literacy and misinformation 

Teach students about the SIFT Model, developed by Mike Caulfield and based on the research of Sam 

Wineburg, an educational and cognitive psychologist who researches how history is taught and digital 

misinformation. SIFT can be a helpful framework for thinking about how to evaluate emotionally charged 

or outrage-inducing online posts. SIFT stands for “Stop. Investigate the source. Find better coverage. 

Trace claims, quotes, and media to the original context.” The goal of SIFT is not a full fact-check: it is 

meant to be a quick series of checks that anyone can do in order to decide whether to engage with or 

reshare posts on social media. 

 

A deeper dive into strategies for teaching media literacy and fact-checking, from Edutopia by Youki 

Terada  

 

 

 

https://hapgood.us/2019/06/19/sift-the-four-moves/
https://www.edutopia.org/article/what-fact-checkers-know-about-media-literacy-and-students-should-too

