
​ JENNIE ARANOVITCH 

PICTURES AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Note:  Newspaper clippings from Biddeford Journal acquired through 
newspaperarchives.com 

​  

Aranovitch Family Photos 

Ida Osherowitz: My great-great-grandmother. She was the 

mother of Jennie (Osherowitz) Aranovitch. Her Hebrew name 

was Chaya Gittel. She lived part time with Jennie and her 

family and part time with her son Sam Osher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jennie and baby Eva: Taken in Russia in 1906 

shortly before they embarked on their journey to 

America. Eva was born after her father Harry had 

already left for America. It is thought that they 

had this photo taken so that if she did not survive 

the journey, Harry would be able to see what she 

looked like. She did end up contracting scarlet 

fever on the boat but survived. 
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Aranovitch Family (circa 

1921): Seated: Alvin 

Aranovitch, Ivan 

Aranovitch (grandfather), 

Harry Aranovitch 

(great-grandfather), Eva 

Aranovitch (great-aunt 

mentioned in interview). 

Standing: Lillie Aranovitch, 

Alec Aranovitch, Jennie 

Aranovitch 

(great-grandmother), 

Shirley Aranovitch 

 

 

 

 

Baseball Team: City of 

Biddeford baseball 

champions, Emery 

Grammar School team 

(1927). Made up of boys 

in grades 6-9. Defeated 

teams from St. Joseph’s, 

St. Mary’s, and St. 

Andre’s. My grandfather 

Ivan Aranovitch is 

standing in the second 

row, second from the 

right. In front of him are 

the two other Jewish kids 

on the team, Sam Cohen 

(first row second from 

right) and Arthur Stern 

(first row, far right) 
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Columbia Hotel Feb 29, 1929: The 

Aranovitch family owned and 

operated the hotel (located at the 

corner of Main, Water, and Hill 

streets) from 1926 until it burned 

down in 1973. The family lived on 

the first floor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ivan Aranovitch (grandfather): Sergeant U.S. 

Army Air Corps, WWII 

Alvin Aaron: My great-uncle Dr. Alvin (“Arvie”) 

Aaron who was a dentist in Biddeford and 

then Saco.   

He also served in 

WWII as Captain, 

U.S. Army Dental 

Corps 
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Aranovitch Passover Seder (circa 

1952): Seated: Rosemary Aaron, 

Bob Aaron, David Aranovitch, 

Leah Aranovitch (mother), Jennie 

Aranovitch (great-grandmother), 

Arlene Aranovitch. Standing: 

Alvin Aaron, Sophie Aaron, 

Estelle Aranovitch 

(grandmother), Ivan Aranovitch 

(grandfather), Harry Aranovitch 

(great-grandfather), Eva 

Aranovitch (great-aunt), Rose 

Aranovitch, Alec Aranovitch 

 

 

Jennie and Harry Aranovitch 50th 

Wedding Anniversary: Seated 

L-R: Alec Aranovitch, Jennie 

Aranovitch, Harry Aranovitch, 

Eva Aranovitch Standing L-R: Ivan 

Aranovitch, Shirley (Aranovitch) 

Martinez, Lillie (Aranovitch) 

Schlessinger, Alvin Aaron 

On Feb 4, 1958, an event was held in my 

great-grandmother Jennie’s honor by the 

Biddeford-Saco chapter of Hadassah. Her favorite TV 

show was “This Is Your Life.” To honor her as a 

“devoted wife, wonderful mother, and charitable 

woman,” Hadassah created a This Is Your Life event 

for her at the synagogue in secret.  
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From Biddeford Journal: 12-15-1965                 From Biddeford Journal:  12-2-1975 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Torah Table Cover: This cloth covers the 

table upon which the Torah is placed during 

religious services at Congregation Etz Chaim. 

It reads, “Donated by Chava Ita daughter of 

Aharon Aranovitch” (“Donated by Eva Edith, 

daughter of Harry Aranovitch”) 
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Oberzan Family 

My paternal grandmother, Agnes Marie 

(O’Malley) Oberzan, as a young woman 

 

 

My paternal grandfather, Rudolph (Rudy) 

Oberzan, as a young man 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My paternal grandfather, Rudy Oberzan, with the five 

eldest kids in the family of six. Kids L-R: Joe, David, 

Tom, John, and Rudy 
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Leah Aranovitch (mother) 

 

From Biddeford Journal: 11-28-1955               From Biddeford Journal: 5-6-1959      

 

The first Bas Mitzvah Ceremony for girls that was allowed at Congregation Etz Chaim, which was an 

Orthodox congregation at the time and had not previously allowed any sort of coming-of-age ceremony 

for females. The ceremony was not equal to a Bar Mitzvah, but it was a big step towards egalitarianism 

for the time. Five 13-year-old girls participated. My mother was one of them. 
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From Biddeford Journal: 5-6-1959 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Biddeford Journal: 

6-9-1965 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Biddeford Journal: 8-25-66 
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Jennie Aranovitch pictures 

 

Jennie (6 months) and her mom, 

Leah Aranovitch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jennie (age 12) with her father, Rudy 

Oberzan II 
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Jennie and son, Josiah 

Jennie and daughter, Eva 

 

 

 

 

 

Four generations: 

Eva, Estelle (grandmother), Leah 

(mother) and Jennie  
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Jennie with Josiah and Eva 
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From Winterfest 2023 Facebook page 
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Museum Exhibit 

Jennie the Curator: 

Jennie setting up the 

museum exhibit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Etz Chaim Open 

House: 

Congregation Etz 

Chaim held an 

open house to 

celebrate the 

opening of the 

museum that I 

curated at the 

Saco Museum in 

2006, “A Century 

of Jewish Life in 

Biddeford-Saco.” 

Pictured L-R: 

Jennie 

Aranovitch, 

Arnold Shapiro 

(then president 

of the 

congregation), Governor John Baldacci, and Cynthia Kurtz (board member of synagogue) 
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