“Chién Tranh Viét Nam
La Mét Cuéc Chién Khéng Thé Thiang Pworc”:
Nhan Pinh Nay Pang Hay Sai?

Lam Vinh Thé

Cé thé noi khdng so sai lam la chinh ngwdi My, ché khéng phai ngudi Viét Nam,
ké ca nguoi Viét trong nwdc va nguodi Viét & hai ngoai, da viét nhiéu nhit vé Chién
Tranh Viét Nam (CTVN). Sé lwong tai liéu vé CTVN cla ngwdi My viét bang tiéng Anh
la mét con sbé khdng 16. Sy dong gop cla cac tac gid Viét chi rat 1 khiém tdn. Hién
nay, cac tac gida My da dwoc phan chia thanh hai phe rat ré rét: 1) phe da sé duwoc xem
la phe “chinh thdng = orthodox,” va, 2) phe thiéu sé dwoc goi la phe “xét lai =
revisionist.” No6i mét cach tdng quat, 1ap trwdng cla hai phe hoan toan trai ngwoc nhau
nhw sau: phe chinh théng cho rang Chién Tranh Viét Nam la “mét cuéc chién khéng
thé thang dwoc” (an unwinnable war), trong khi phe xét lai cho rang Hoa Ky da cé thé
thdng, va co6 thé véi moét chi phi thdp hon rat nhiéu, néu da ap dung mét chién lwoc
dung hon.

Bai viét nay cd géng tim hiéu, phan tich, va danh gia nhan dinh cia phe chinh
thdng 1a “CTVN la mét cuéc chién khéng thé thang dwoc.”

Nguén Géc Cia Cum Tir “An Unwinnable War”

V& cum tir “an unwinnable war,” ma sau nay moét sb tac gia thudc phe chinh
thdng da sl dung ngay trong nhan dé& clQa cac tac phdm cua ho (thi du nhw cubn
Autopsy of an unwinnable war: Vietnam cua 2 tac gia William C. Haponski va Jerry J.
Burcham, do nha xuét badn Casemate xudt bdn nam 2019 va cubn Vietnam: the
history of an unwinnable war, 1945-1975 cla tac gia John Prados do nha xuét ban
cua Vién Dai Hoc Kansas xuat ban ndm 2009), c6 |1& da dwoc st dung 1an dau tién bdi
ong George Ball (1909-1994), Thir Trwdng Ngoai Giao trong chinh pha cta Téng
Théng Lyndon B. Johnson. Ong Ball Ia ngu®i duy nhirt, trong sd cac ¢b van cao cép
ctia Tdng Thdng Johnson, da khuyén éng Johnson nén tim cach giai quyét CTVN bang
thwong thuyét vi 6ng khong tin rang Hoa Ky c6 thé thang dwoc trong cudc chién do.
Trong van thw dé ngay 1-7-1965, g&i cho Tdng Théng Johnson, 6ng trinh bay rat rd
rang va day du nhirng suy nghi ctia 6ng vé& CTVN, v&i muc dich 1a khuyén can Téng
Théng dirng leo thang chién tranh tai Viét Nam. Ngay trong phan mé dau cda van thw



nay, dudi tieu dé “A Losing War” (tam dich: “Mo6t Cuéc Chién Ma Ta Pang Thua”), 6ng
da viét rd nhw sau:

“... No one can assure you that we can beat the Viet Cong or even force them to the conference on
our terms, no matter how many hundred thousand white, foreign (US) troops we deploy.” 0] (Xin
tam dich sang Viét ngl nhu sau: “... Khéng ai c6 thé bao dam voi 'I"é’ng Théng réng chung ta c6 thé danh
bai duwoc Viét Cong hay ngay ca budc ho dén ban hdi nghi theo diéu kién cta chung ta, cho du chung ta
c6 dan ra ca trédm ngan quén da tréng, ngoai quéc [am chi quan My].”)

Lac d6, Tdng Théng Johnson da khdéng nghe I&i khuyén can nay, ma van quyét
dinh leo thang chién tranh. Vé& sau nay, sau khi Téng Théng Johnson da qua doi va
Thw Vién Lyndon B. Johnson da dwoc xay dwng, trong mét cudc phdng van truc tiép co
ghi am (oral interview) do chinh Thw vién nay thwc hién, éng Ball d& lan dau tién st
dung cum tr “unwinnable war”:

... But each one was addressed at some particular proposal for escalation, challenging the
proposal and arguing that we were losing the war, that it was an unwinnable war, that we
could commit any number of — 500,000 | think the figure | used at one point in a memorandum -
and that we still would not win.” > (Xin tam dich sang Viét ng¥ nhw sau: “... Nhung méi mét van thw
[cac van thw ma 6ng Ball g&i cho Téng Théng Johnson] déu nhdm vao mét dé nghi leo thang
dac biét nao do, thach thirc dé nghij dé va tranh luén réng ching ta dang thua trén, rang dé la mot
cudc chién khéng thé thang dworc, ring ddu cho ching ta cé thé st dung bét cir mot quan sé
nao — t6i nghi rdng dé c6 lic téi da dwa ra con sé ’500,. 000 trong mét vén thw — thi chung ta ciing van sé
khéng thé thang duoc.”

Luan Ctr Caa Nhan Binh

DPé c6 thé that sw hiéu ré quan diém nay, ching ta can phai tr& vé giai doan
ngudi My quyét dinh leo thang CTVN. D6 la vao dau nam 1965, hai nam sau vu dao
chanh lat a6 ché d Ngoé Dinh Diém, v&i sw tranh danh quyén lyc gitra cac twéng lanh
ctia VNCH tao ra mét sw hdn loan vé chinh tri, khién cho lwc lwgng Céng san phat trién
qua manh va de doa Mién Nam rat ndng né va day Hoa Ky dén chd phai quyét dinh
dwa quan sang tham chién hau lat ngwoc lai tinh thé nguy ngap d6.° 4 Luc dé, ngoai
trr 6ng George Ball nhw da trinh bay bén trén, gan nhw tat ca cac cb van than can cta
Tbng Théng Johnson, dac biét 1a Téng Trwdng Quéc Phong Robert S. McNamara, déu
ddng y v&i chid trwong leo thang chién tranh tai Mién Nam. Viéc leo thang CTVN duoc
thwe hién bang hai chd trwong ciing mét luc: 1) O at dd quan bd chién (combat ground
troops) vao Mién Nam; va, 2) Oanh tac lién tuc Mién Béc v&i Chién Dich S&m Rén
(RollingThunder) bang cac may bay phan lwc t&r cac cdn c& khéng quan tai Mién Nam
(Pa Nang 1a quan trong nhirt), cac hang khédng mau ham ngoai khoi Bién Déng, va
bang cac may bay oanh tac chién lwoc B-52 tir cac cdn clr ngoadi ddo Guam hay tai
Thai Lan. Va trong khoang thoi gian 3 nam, 1965-1967, cwdng do ac liét caa CTVN da
gia tdng dén mirc khing khiép. Chung ta hdy nghe 6ng McNamara ké lai trong cuén
héi ky ctia 6ng nhw sau:



“Between 1965 and 1967, U.S. and South Vietnamese air forces dropped over a million tons of
bombs on the South, more than twice the tonnage dropped on the North. ... Sorties against North
Vietnam grew from 25,000 in 1965 to 79,000 in 1966 to 108,000 in 1967, and the tonnage of bombs
dropped rose from 63,000 to 136,000 to 226.000.” 5] (Xin tam dich sang Viét nglr nhw sau: “Gitra 1965

va 1967, khéng quan My va Nam Viét Nam dé tha trén mot triéu tan bom tai Mién Nam, hon gép d6i s6
lrong bom thé & Mién Béc. ... S6 phi vu oanh tac Mién Béc da téng tir 25.000 ndm 1965 1én 79.000 ndm

1966 lén dén 108.000 ndm 1967, va sé lurong bom tha tang tir 63.000 tén 1én 136.000 tan va lén dén

226.000 tan’)

Quyét dinh tham chién va leo thang chién tranh ciia Hoa Ky, ngoai muc tiéu lat
nguwoc lai tinh thé nguy ngap tai Mién Nam vao dau nam 1965, con cé mdt muc tiéu
chién lwoc niva la cho Mién Bac thay ré quyét tam bdo vé Mién Nam cla Hoa Ky, gay
thiét hai nang né cho Mién Bac d& Ha Noi phai tlr bd chinh sach thén tinh Mién Nam
bang quan sw. Hoa Ky hoan toan khéng dat dwoc muc tiéu thir nhi nay. Ciing trong
cudn héi ky cia minh, 6ng McNamara da nhan ra sy that bai ciia Chién Dich S4m Rén
nhw sau:

“... as Rolling Thunder intensified, U.S. intelligence estimated that infiltration increased from
about 35,000 men in 1965 to as many as 90,000 in 1967, while Hanoi’s will to carry on the fight
stayed firm.” (6] (Xin tam dich sang Viét ngl» nhw sau: “... trong khi Chién Dich S&m Rén gia tédng cuong
do, tinh bdo Hoa Ky wéc luong sb quan xam nhap da téng tor 35.000 ndm 1965 lén dén 90.000 ndm
1967, trong ltic dé y chi tiép tuc cudc chién cua Ha Néi van viing chac.”)

Tw luc d6 tré di, dng McNamara bét dau cé chuyén bién Ion vé tw twdng, 6ng bat
dau hoai nghi kha nang thang tran cta Hoa Ky Gitra 6ng va cac twéng lanh cao cap
cta Hoa Ky trong B6 Tham Muwu Lién Quan (Joint Chiefs of Staff, thwong ghi tat 1a
JCS)," bat dau c6 sw bat dong y kién vé dwong 16i cho CTVN, nhirt 14 vé chi trvong
oanh tac Mién Bac. Ngay 2-5-1967, 6ng dé nghi Téng Théng Johnson bac bd yéu cau
clia JCS tang cwdng va mé rong Chién Dich SAm Rén. Ngay 19-5-1967, trong mot van
thw dé trinh Téng Théng Johnson, 6ng da cho thay tw twéng bi quan cta 6ng vé Viét
Nam nhw sau:

“ ... Continuation of our present moderate policy, while avoiding a larger war, will not change
Hanoi’s mind, so is not enough to satisfy the American people; increased force levels and actions
against the North are likewise unlikely to change Hanoi’s mind, and are likely to get us in even
deeper in Southeast Asia and into a serious confrontation, if not war, with China and Russia; and
we are not willing to yield. So we must choose among imperfect alternatives.” 18] (Xin tam dich
sang Viét nglr nhw sau: “... Tiép tuc chinh sach dung hoa hién nay cta chung ta, trong khi trénh duoc
mét cude chién tranh réng I6n hon, sé khéng thay déi duoc cach suy nghi ctia Ha Néi, ciing nhw khéng
du dé théa man nguoi dan My; tdng quén va danh manh hon & Mién Béc ciing khéng lam thay déi duoc
cach suy nghi cta Ha Noi, lai rat co thé lam chung ta lun sdu hon vao béng Nam A va vao mét cuée dung
dau nghiém trong, néu khéng phai la chién tranh, véi Tau va Nga; va ching ta ciing khéng muén nhuong
bo. Vi vay chung ta phai lwa chon giita nhiing gidi phép bét toan.”)

Sw b4t déng y kién gitra JCS va 6ng McNamara cang ngay cang tré nén nghiém
trong. Chi mét ngay sau van thw dé ngay 19-5-1967 ké trén, tirc la ngay 20-5-1967,



JCS da gt cho 6ng McNamara mét van thw trong d6 ho dé cap ngay dén viéc st dung
vii khi hat nhan. Ong McNamara ké lai trong héi ky ctia éng nhw sau:
“On May 20, they sent me another memo repeating their views that invasions of North Vietnam,
Laos, and Cambodia might become necessary, involving the deployment of U.S. forces to

Thailand, and, quite possibly, the use of nuclear weapons in South China. All of this, they
emphasized, highlighted the need to mobilize U.S. reserves. Their continued willingness to risk a

nuclear confrontation appalled me.” ® (Xin tam dich sang Viét ngtr nhw sau: “Vao ngay 20 Thang 5,
ho [chi JCS] gui cho t6i thém mét vén thw niva, 14p lai céc quan diém cda ho réng cé thé cén phai dé
quan tén céng vao Béac Viét, Lao, va Cao Mién, ciing nhw dan quan sang cé Thai Lan, va, rat cé thé, phai
str dung vii khi hat nhan tai Hoa Nam. Tét ca cac viéc dé, ho nhdn manh, cho thay ré can phai déng vién
quan trir bj ciia Hoa Ky. Viéc ho tiép tuc sdn sang chdp nhan mét cudc dung déu hat nhan lam toéi kinh
hoang”)

M4t tin twdng vao cach suy nghi cta JCS, 6ng McNamara quay sang CIA
(Central Intelligence Agency = Co Quan Trung Uong Tinh Bao ciia Hoa Ky) va nho CIA
danh gia viéc oanh tac Mién Bac. CIA da bao cao thang thirng nhw sau:

“We do not believe that any of the programs ... is capable of reducing the flow of military and
other essential goods sufficiently to affect the war in the South or to decrease Hanoi’s
determination to persist in the war. »[10] (Xin tam dich sang Viét nglr nhw sau: “Chdng t6i khéng tin
réng béat ctr mét churong trinh nao trong cac chuong trinh ... c6 di khé néng lam suy gidm mirc d6 van
chuyén chién cu va cac tiép liéu can thiét dé c6 thé dnh huéng dén cuéc chién & Mién Nam hay lam suy
gidm quyét tdm cta Ha Néi tiép tuc cubc chién.”)

McNamara con tién thém mét buwédc niva trong viéc danh gia lai tinh hinh CTVN.
Ong va Bd Trwdng Hai Quan Paul Nitze cho thanh 1ap, mét cach ban chinh thirc, mét
nhém nghién clru dc biét trong Hai Quan goi la Navy Vietnam Appraisal Group, gém
10 vj dé déc ctia Hai Quan va 1 vi chuan twéng cla Thay Quan Luc Chién, do Bé Béc
Gene R. LaRocque ding dau, sang Viét Nam, nghién cru tinh hinh tai chd. Trong thoi
gian sau thang, nhém nay da tim hiéu, nghién cu va danh gia moét loat cac chwong
trinh, ké& hoach, kha néng cé thé ap dung (options) cho CTVN, trong dé c6 ca kha nang
quan doi Hoa Ky sé db bd va tAn cong thang vao Béc Viét. Két luan sau cung cla
nhém nghién cu nay la Hoa Ky sé khong thé thang duwoc vé quan sw. Ong McNamara
ghi lai nhw sau trong héi ky cta éng:

“These and other options examined were evaluated as insufficient to achieve a military victory.”
I (Xin tam dich sang Viét ngir nhw sau: “Céc khé ndng dé cung nhiing khé néng khac da duoc khdo sat
déu duoc dénh gié la khéng di dé duwa dén mét chién thdng quén suw.”)

Véi tw twédng bi quan da an sau vao dau réi, cdng thém véi nhivng két luan ciing
hoan toan bi quan cia CIA va nhém nghién clru cia Hai Quan vira ké trén, 6ng
McNamara da di dén két luan 1a Hoa Ky da that bai trong CTVN réi. Ong viét nhu sau
trong cubn hdi ky:

“By now it was clear to me that our policies and programs in Indochina had evolved in ways we
had neither anticipated nor intended, and that the costs—human, political, social, and



economic—had grown far farther than anyone had imagined. We had failed.” "'” (Xin tam dich sang

Viét nglr nhw sau: “Téi day thi dbi véi téi da qua rd rang nhiing chinh sach va chuong trinh cda chung ta

tai Déng Dwong da tién trién dén murc ma ching ta da khéng cé tién liéu hay cé y dinh, va rang nhiing céi

gia ma chung ta phai trd--vé con nguoi, vé chinh tri, xa hoi, va kinh té--da vurot xa hon mirc ma bét cir ai
da co thé tudng tuong. Ching ta da thét bai.”)

Cudc Tdng Tan Coéng Tét Mau Than cha phe Cong San (kh&i sw vao ngay
30-1-1968), mé&c du la mot that bai rat nang né vé quan su cla phe Cong San, cang
lam cho McNamara tin chac 1a 6ng da suy nghi dung: phe Coéng San da thang.
McNamara tir chire Tdng Trwdng Qubc Phong vao cubi thang 2-1968. Quyét dinh cubi
cuing cla 6ng trwdc khi tlr chire 1a bac bd yéu cau cla Twéng Westmoreland tang thém
200.000 quan cho lwc lwgng Hoa Ky tai Viét Nam vao ngay 27-2-1968.1"%

Ngay 31-3-1968, Téng Théng Johnson tuyén bd khéng ra trng cr niva, ngwng
oanh tac Bac Viét va kéu goi Ha No6i dén ban hoi nghi. Sau khi [én cdm quyén, tan
Téng Théng Richard M. Nixon bét dau thwc hién Viét Nam Héa Chién Tranh, kh&i sw
rat quan, va tién hanh hoa dam véi Béc Viét, va ky Hiép Dinh Paris ngay 27-1-1973.
Quéc Hoi My bat diu thwe hién cac bién phap tréi tay Hanh phap, cat gidm va sau cung
la c&t bé quan vién cho VNCH. Ngay 30-4-1975, VNCH dau hang. Phe Cong San da
thdng cuéc CTVN.

Phat Trién Cua Nhan Pinh

Twr sau nam 1975, mac cam thua tran tai Viét Nam, Vietnam syndrome, da dan
vat nguoi My trong may thap nién. N&m 1995, 6ng McNamara cho xuét ban cubn hoi
ky cGa dng. Cudn héi ky nay da gay rat nhiéu tranh luan trong cac gidi hoc gia, sl gia
My nghién ciru vé CTVN, va, di nhién, khen ché déu c6. Ong McNamara cho rang du
gi di nira, cubn hdi ky ctia dng chi cho thdy mét phia cua viéc danh gia CTVN. Ong
mudn nghe phia bén kia (ttrc phe Cong san) da nhin va nghi vé CTVN ra sao. Ong da
nh& 6éng Leslie Gelb, luc d6 1a Cha Tich ctia Hoi Bdng Ngoai Giao (Council on Foreign
Relations —CFR),['¥ mét co' quan nghién ctru bat vu loi (non-profit think tank) chuyén vé
chinh sach ngoai giao va cac van dé bang giao quéc té&, tham do xem Ha Noi cé mubn
trao dbi kinh nghiém vé CTVN véi Hoa Ky hay khéng. Thoi diém nay rat thuan tién vi
Hoa Ky da bai bd 1&nh cdm van dbi véi Viét Nam vao thang 2-1994, tai 1ap bang giao
gitra hai nwéc vao nam 1995, va dén ngay 11-4-1997, 6ng Douglas “Pete” Peterson,
mot cwu phi cdng My bi ban roi tai Bac Viét, bj bat lam tu binh va giam gitr tai Héa Lo,
Ha Noi hon 6 ndm, dwoc Tdng Théng Bill Clinton bd nhiém lam Dai Str Hoa Ky dau tién
(sau CTVN) tai Viét Nam.

Trong khoang thoi gian tlr thang 11-1995 cho dén thang 2-1998, da co tat ca 6
dot gap go& tai Ha Noi, gilra cac hoc gia va cwu vién chlrc dan sy va quan sy cia Hoa
Ky va Viét Nam, trong d6, quan trong nhixt, vé phia Hoa Ky 1a cwu Téng Twéng Québc
Phong Robert S. McNamara, va vé phia Viét Nam la Pai Twéng V& Nguyén Giap.
Nhiéu tai liéu d& dwoc soan thdo dé chuan bi cho cac dé tai thao luan trong cac cudc



gdp g& d6. Sau do, tAt ca dwoc duc két lai thanh mot tap tai liéu dung lam can ban dé
thdo luan tai mét hoi nghi qudc té mang tén 1a “The Vietnam War Re-examined: Its
History and Lessons” do Rockefeller Foundation t6 chirc tai Bellagio, Y Dai Loi, ti
ngay 27 dén 31 Thang Bay ndm 1998, cé sw tham dw cla cac vién chlrc va hoc gia
My-Viét cing mét sé hoc gid qudc té. Sau hdi nghi, nam 1999, tap tai liéu nay duwoc
Nha xuit ban Public Affairs tai New York in thanh sach véi nhan dé “Argument
without end: in search of answers to the Vietnam tragedy.”"” Cubn sach nay gém
tat c& 8 chwong trinh bay nhirng két luan rut ra tr cac dé tai da thao luan trong cac budi
hop tai Ha No6i. Chuwong Bay, dudi tiéu dé U.S. Military Victory in Vietnam: A
Dangerous lllusion? tr trang 313 dén trang 371, s& gilp chung ta hiéu that rd luan c
can ban cla nhan dinh tiéu cwc nay cia 6ng McNamara va nhirng ngwoi cung phe voi
éng vé CTVN. Toan bd Chwong Bay nay, ngoai trir phan Introduction (tr. 313-317) do
6ng McNamara viét, hoan toan do cwu Dai Ta Herbert Y. Schandler phu trach.

Ong Herbert Y. Schandler (1928-2015) la mot cwu chién binh va [a mot nha
nghién ctu vé CTVN. Ong tét nghiép Twong V& Bi Westpoint ciia Hoa Ky vao nam
1952, da phuc vu hai nhiém ky tai Viét Nam trong Lwc Luwgng Dac Biét va giai ngi voi
cap bac Pai T4 cua Luc Quan Hoa Ky. Ong dau Tién Si vé Hanh Chanh Céng Quyén
(PhD in Public Aministration) tai Vién Pai Hoc Harvard, va Ia tac gid cla 2 cubn sach
ndi tiéng sau day vé CTVN:

e The Unmaking of a president: Lyndon Johnson and Vietnam, do
Nha Xuét Ban Dai Hoc Princeton xuat ban nam 1977

e America in Vietnam: the war that couldn’t be won, do Nha Xuét
Ban Rowman & Littlefield xuat ban nam 2009

Tién si Schandler dwgc 6ng McNamara giao cho nhiém vu tréd 1o cau hdi chanh
da dwoc dung lam tiéu dé cho Chwong Bay: Chién thang vé quan sw cua Hoa Ky tai
Viét Nam c6 phai la mét do twéng nguy hiém khéng? Va cau trd 1oi cla 6ng
Schandler la nhuv sau:

“The achievement of a military victory by U.S. forces in Vietnam was indeed a dangerous
illusion.” " (Xin tam dich sang Viét nglr nhw sau: “Viéc thure hién duwoc mot chién théng quén sw cla
Hoa Ky tai Viét Nam qua théat la mét do tuéng nguy hiém.”)

Khi gidi thich tai sao 6ng nghi rang chién thang quan sw ctia Hoa Ky tai Viét Nam
chi 1a mét ao twong, Tién si Schandler da viét rd rang nhw sau:

“The heart of the illusion is the failure of the U.S. military and civilian leaders alike to
understand the nature of the war in which they became involved in Vietnam. It was a people ’s

war - a civil war. Fundamentally, therefore, it was not simply a war of North Vietnamese

aggression, as we viewed it at the time.” (7 (Xin tam dich sang Viét ng nhw sau: “Tam diém cta do

twéng nay la sw thét bai ciia cac nha lanh dao quén sw va dan sy Hoa Ky khéng hiéu duoc ban chét cia
cude chién tranh ma ho da dinh liu vao tai Viét Nam. N6 la mét cu@c chién tranh nhan dan,



mét cudc noi chién. Vi thé, trén cén bén, n6é khéng phai don thuén la mét cube chién tranh xam luoc cla
Bé&c Viét, nhu céch chung ta da nhin né vao luc do”)

Phan Bién Lai Cac Luan Ctr Cua Nhan Pinh

Céan ban quan trong nhit cda luan c& cho nhan dinh tiéu cwc vé CTVN nay xuét
phat tr sw that bai clia quan doi vién chinh Phap trong Chién Tranh boéng Duong
(CTDPD, 1945-1954) tirc la cudc khang chién cta nguoi Vit Nam chéng lai da tam
mudn d&t lai ach théng tri ciia ngudi Phap. Cac tac gia thudc phai chinh théng déu da
nhin CTVN nhw la mét sw tiép ndi cia CTDD, va quan déi My ciing giéng nhw quan doi
Phap |a mét quan ddi ngoai nhap va vi thé sé bj dan chung Viét Nam chéng dbi va sau
cung ciing sé that bai nhw quan doi vién chinh Phap. Quan diém nay chinh la nguén
gdc clia tAt c& moi lap luan sai 1am cha phe chinh théng vé ban chat cia CTVN. Phe
chinh théng da dwa vao nhirng suy nghi va két luan cia 6ng McNamara, ngudi chi
trvong va thwe hién dwong 16i quan s ctia Hoa Ky tai Viét Nam, 1a Hoa Ky da lam hét
tat cd nhirtng gi Hoa Ky c6 thé lam dwoc vé quan sw rdi ma van khong thé thang duorc,
vay CTVN ding 1a “mét cuéc chién tranh khéng thé thdng dwoc.” Chung ta sé
danh gia tirng luan cr cia nhan dinh tiéu cwc nay.

Luan Cir Vé Ban Chat Cua CTVN

Trwéc hét ching ta hdy thdo luan vé khadng dinh clha Tién si Schandler rang
CTVN la mét cuéc “chién tranh nhan dan,” va vi vay né la mét cuéc “chién tranh
khéng thé thdang dwoe.” Luan clr nay cho thiy tac gia Schandler da chiu anh huéng
kha nhiéu bdi ly luan ctia phe Cong san. Quan niém chién tranh nhan dan do Twéng
Cong san V& Nguyén Giap duc két tir kinh nghiém chdng ngoai xam trong c& ngan nam
clia dan toc Viet Nam. N6 hoan toan dung khi néi vé CTDD khi toan dan Viét Nam
dirng 1&n chdng lai quan ddi vién chinh Phap. Nhwng hoan toan sai khi néi vé CTVN
v@i cha y gan ghép cho quan déi My vai trd twong tw nhw quan ddi Phap, va xem dan
chiing Mién Nam nhw dan chung Viét Nam trong thoi gian CTDD. Ngwéi My ré rang
la khéng hiéu gi hét vé lich st Viét Nam trong théi can dai. Cac tac gia phe chinh
théng thwéorng cho réng cac nha lanh dao chinh tri va quan sw cia My khéng hiéu Bac
Viét (chinh vi vdy ma McNamara da phai sang Ha Noéi nhiéu 1an, trong khoang thi gian
1995-1998, chiu bj s nhuc dé tim hiéu qua muén mang vé Bac Viét, nhw da trinh bay
bén trén) nhwng ho khéng biét ring, that ra, ho ciing khéng hiéu luén ca déng minh
cua ho la VNCH.

C6 thé ndéi ma khong so sai lam rdng phan déng nhixng ngudi My c6 tim hiéu vé
Viét Nam, trong d6 cé cac tac gia phe chinh théng, ciing nhw cac nha Ianh dao chinh tri
va quan sw ctia My, déu tin rang Béc Viét, va biéu hién cu thé 1a Pang Cong San Viét
Nam (PCSVN), la dai dién chinh théng duy nhit ctia dan tdc Viét Nam va chinh ho
cling da tirng 1a nhirtng ngudi cé céng danh dudi quan déi vién chinh Phap dé gianh



doc lap cho Viét Nam. Chinh vi cach suy nght rat sai lam nay, mac du VNCH la déng
minh cGia minh trong cudéc Chién Tranh Lanh chdng lai s banh trwéng cta phe Céng
san tai Dong Nam A, nguwdi My van c6 phan nao khéng thanh that ton trong VNCH, néu
khéng mubn naéi la cé nhiéu luc khinh khi ra mat. Ho da khéng chju tim hiéu cho that
ré VNCH twr ddu ma ra va tai sao VNCH, tie chanh phi cho dén dan ching, da
khéng thé nao chap nhan séng chung v&i ngwoi Céng Sén. Phan trinh bay ngay
bén dwéi day cho thay rd nhivng dién tién cua lich st can dai ctia Viét Nam dwa dén sw
thanh 1ap cta qudc gia mang tén Viét Nam Cong Hoa.
“Tur sau khi Phdp dét dch théng tri tai Viét Nam, vé té chirc va dang phai, DCSVN khéng phai la
dang phai chinh tri dau tién va duy nhirt chong lai thue dan Phap. Ngay twr cudi thé ky 19 da cé
nhiéu té chirc, phong trao khang Phap nhw Van Than, Can Vwong, Déng Kinh Nghia Thuc, BDéng
Du, vv. Sang dau thé ky 20 da xuét hién kha nhiéu chinh dang chéng Phap nhw Viét Nam Quéc
Déan bang (VNQDD), bai Viét, Duy Dan, Tan Viét Cach Mang Dang, vv. Cuéc khéi nghia cua
VNQDD nam 1927 da xay ra ngay ca trwréc khi DCSVN ra doi (1930). Vé ca nhan thi HCM ciing
khéng phai la nha di quéc dau tién va duy nhirt chéng Phéap: nguwoi Viét Nam khéng ai la khéng
biét tén cac nha di quéc chéng Phap nhw sau: cubi thé ky 19 la cdc vi nhw Nguyén Trung True,
Tha Khoa Nghia, Thi Khoa Huan, Phan Dinh Phung, Nguyén Thién Thuat, Hoang Hoa Tham; sang
thé ky 20 la cdc vi nhw Phan B6i Chau, Phan Chau Trinh, Ky Ngoai Hau Cwong Dé, Ta Thu Théu,
Nguyén An Ninh, Phan Vin Ham, vv.” '®

Ngay ca trwdc khi BPCSVN thye hién thanh céng Cudc Cach Mang Thang Tam
tai Ha Noi (14 dén 30-8-1945), dan chung tai Mién Nam Viét Nam (lGc d6 con goi 1a
Nam Ky hay Nam B&) da nd nirc tham gia vao cac t6 chirc va phong trao d4u tranh
gianh déc lap.

“Ngay 18 thdng 3, 1945 tirc hon mét tuan sau ngay Nhat dao chanh 9 thang 3, Ian dau tién & Sai
Gon da cé6 mét cuébe biéu tinh khéng 16, cong khai, trén 50.000 ngwoi & san thé thao Vwron Ong
Thwong. Dan chung Sai Gon da né nirc hwéng irng 10 kéu goi cia H6 Van Nga tham dw Ié twéng
niém cdc nha &i quéc Hoang Hoa Tham, Phan Dinh Phung, Phan Chéau Trinh, Nguyén Théi Hoc,
Nguyén An Ninh, Dwong B4 Trac. Hai cét héa thiéu cia Dwong B4 Trac da dwoc éng Tran Vidn An
g&i vé tir Chiéu Nam (Singapour). Mét ban ther Té Quéc véi mét dai ky mau vang trén cé khac hai
chir Viét Nam dé chéi dwoc dwng Ién giira san, khéi trdm nghi nguat. Lan Iwot Ién dién dan c6: H6
Vin Nga cha tich Viét Nam Quéc gia Béc Iap Pang, Tran Quang Vinh dai biéu Cao Dai, Nguyén
Vinh Thanh doan truwédng Can vé quan va Néi tekng Nghia binh (da céng tac véi quan déi Nhat trong
ngay dao chanh Phap), luat sw Diép Ba... Nhirng 16 kéu goi dan chung tham gia cung dieng Ién
cing cé hang ngii quyét tdm xoéa tan tan tich thwec dan Phap, nhibng I16i tha thiét twéng niém céc
nha &i quéc da tirng hy sinh cho dai cuéc chéng ngoai xam, da dwoc hung hdn néi Ién trong bau
khéng khi tw do, phan khoi cia mét dan téc khéng con e dé, lo ngai ké thu nhw trwée.” ')

Va sau d6, mét lan niva, sau khi Nhut dau hang Déng Minh, khi quan Anh vao
Mién Nam dé giai gi¢i quan doi Nhut, nguwdi Phap loi dung co hdéi mang quan vao véi y
dinh chiém lai Viét Nam, dan ching Nam B, di moi thanh phan, gia tré bé I&n, véi vii
khi thé so, tam vong vat nhon, mét 1an niva lai di trwdc Mién Béc, td chirc khang chién
chbéng Phap ngay lap tirc tir ngay 23-9-1945 (Ha Néi chi chinh thirc danh Phap tir ngay



19-12-1946). Cubn hdi ky, Tap 2 (1945-1954) cla ky gid Nam Dinh Nguy&n Ky Nam
ghi lai tinh hinh luc d6 nhu sau:

“Tire thi, hém sau [tlrc 12 ngay 24-9-1945), sing né khip noi : Ciu Mac-Mahon [tirc cAu Cong
Ly, trén dwérng dan ra phi trweérng Tan Son Nht] bj dan-quén gian tran danh quan Anh-An
gitr cdu réi dén cau Béng, ciu Thj Nghe, cau Kiéu [cubi dwdng Hai Ba Trwng dan sang Phu

Nhuan] dau dau ciing cé tran danh kich-liét. Dan-quan rat ra khéi Saigon, té-chirc lai: hé dém

dén, la dét-nhap chau thanh danh pha khip noi.” '*%

T lac do tré di, Viét Minh, do PCSVN lanh dao, dung moi thi doan tiéu diét mét
sb kha déng nhirng ngudi yéu nuwdc khéng-cong-san, di moi thanh phan va thudc du
cac chinh dang, d& ndm gi® déc quyén lanh dao cudc khang chién chdng Phap. Ngay
tai Sai Gon, Viét Minh ciing khdng ngan ngai tha tiéu mét sd cac nha yéu nwéc nay.

“Ba Nguyén Ngoc Swong [Thi Lanh Phu N Tién Phong], y khoa béc si tét nghiép tir Phap, va
chéng la luat s H6 Vinh Ky, khodng mét thang sau ngay mé man Nam bé Khdng chién, da bi bé
ha caa Tran Vén Giau [can bd COng San, thu 1anh Viét Minh] xd& bdn & Bén Sic cung nhiéu
dong chi khéc, ngay 23 thang 10-1945, khi quan déi Anh-An tién chiém Tha Dau Mét. Nhirng
ngwdi bi Trdn Van Giau bat & Tha Buc trong dé cé Tran Van Thach (ngwdi da héi Tran Van Giau
trong budi hop c6 bdo chi tham dw ngay 30 thdng 8-1945, ndm ngay sau khi Lam dy Hanh chanh
ra mat: “Ai da ctr anh Iam Cha tich Uy Ban Hanh Phap?”), tat ca da bi bon cai nguc dworc linh phai
tha tiéu.” *"

Trong giai doan dau nay ctia Nam B6 Khang Chién, mat tran Viét Minh, véi co
quan Quéc Gia Ty Vé Cudc dwdi sy chi dao clia cac can bd Coéng sadn nhw Dwong
Bach Mai, Nguy&n Van Tran (nbi danh la hung than Cho Bém), da tha tiéu khéng biét
bao nhirng nha yéu nwéc khéng coéng san nhw Brc Huynh Gido Chu clia Phat Giao
Hoa Hao, hodc Cong san nhwng thudc Bé T Quéc Té nhw cac 6ng Phan Van Hum, Ta
Thu Thau, Tran Van Thach, vv  Trong ltic dé, & ngoai Bac thi rat nhiéu dang vién thudc
cac chinh dang quéc gia khdng-cong-san, nhirt 1a Viet Nam Qubc Dan Bang, ciing da bi
phe Coéng san truy sat va tha tiéu. Khai Hwng, mot nha van néi tiéng trong nhém Tw
Lwc Van Doan, vi 1 mét dang vién cta Viét Nam Quéc Dan Pang, ciing da phai chiu
chung sb6 phan.”” Thay rd bo mat that cia DCSVN, cac nha yéu nwédc qudc gia
khéng-cong-san bat diu roi bd hang ngii khang chién, tim moi cach roi cac chién khu
dé tré vé thanh phd. O ngoai Bac, dan ching goi phong trao dé la “dinh té,” & trong
Nam thi goi la “vé thanh.” Xin don cr ra day hai tredng hop dién hinh cta hai chinh
khach ndi tiéng ctia Mién Nam: 1) Gido sw Tran Van Hwong, khi Khang Chién Nam B&
bat dau, 1a Cha Tich Uy Ban Hanh Khang (Hanh Chanh Khang Chién) cla tinh Tay
Ninh, vé sau da hai lan lam D6 Trwdng Sai Gon, hai lan [am Tha Twéng, sau dé 1a Pho
Téng Théng rbi Tdng Théng; 2) Bac si Nguyén Lwu Vién, trong thdi gian khang chién 1a
Quan Y Truwéng cha Sw Poan 320, vé sau tham chinh nhiéu 1an v&i cac chirc vu
Téng Uy Vién, Téng Trwdng, Phd Thu Twéng. Phan ddng cac vi nay hoan toan khéng
c6 vé thanh dé hop tac véi Phap, thi du: éng Tran Van Hwong chi tham chinh véi chire
vu D6 Trwdng Sai Gon sau khi Thi Twéng Ngd Dinh Diém vé nuéc vao thang 7-1954.
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Tuy nhién, viéc roi bd khang chién nay chi maéi lién hé dén cac ca nhan thoi. Phai doi
dén khi DCSVN béat diu thi hanh chwong trinh Cai Cach Rudng Dat, khéi sy tr nam
1953, giét hai hang tram ngan nguwdi dan vé téi, thi dan chung maéi thay ré sy doc ac,
tan bao va vo luan cha ho,? va viéc roi bdé khang chién méi that sy tré thanh mot
phong trao quan chung.

DPén day thiét twdng chung ta ciing nén ban qua vé tinh chinh thdng cta chinh
quyén Bac Viét. Van dé nay da tirng dwoc moét tac gid nhan dinh nhw sau:

“Phai thanh that ma nhan rang, do hoan canh lich str dwa day, nha nwéc Viét Nam Dan
Chu Céng Hoa (VNDCCH) lic méi thanh Iap da héi di phan nao cdc diéu kién dé mang tinh chinh
théng va dwoc hau thudn cua nhan dan. Diém quan trong can ghi nhan ngay & day la sw hau
thudn nay nhan dan Viét Nam danh cho mét chinh quyén dai dién cho toan dan dé tranh dau cho
déc lap va tw do cua dat nwérc, ché khéng phéi danh cho mét nha nwéc Céng san dé xay dwng
chd nghia xa héi. Cuéc khéng chién than thanh cua nhan dan ta chéng thuwc dan Phép cdng dat
trén co’ sé& nay. Chinh quyén VNDCCH da tw déng va don phwong thay déi diéu kién trong ban
hop déng véi nhan dan. Nam 1951, khi DCSVN téi sinh dwéi danh hiéu Pang Lao Béng VN va truc
tiép nam quyén lanh dao khéng chién, ddy nhan dan vao ché giét nhau trong cdc vu dau té cai
cdch ruéng dat (trong khi miéng van hé hao doan két toan dan) thi cing chinh nam dé phai dwoc
xem la thoi diém cham dirt tinh chinh théng ctia nha nwéc VNDCCH. Phén tich dén cung, ta phai
thay ré la that ra chinh BCSVN da birc tir nha nwérc chinh théng VNDCCH. Va hanh déng bat hop
phap nay, ngay lap tiec, da bi nhan dan phan khdng va chéng déi. Sw gia ting ré rét cia nhieng vu
liéu chét tim cdch roi bé chién khu dé tré vé thanh sau ndm 1952 cia nhiéu phan tir yéu nwéc da
tirng thwe sw déng gép cho khang chién va cia déng dao déng bao néng thén da néi Ién sw phan
déi nay. Tiép theo dé, véi sw chia cat dat nwérc, trang tron phan béi quyén Iloi cua dat nwéc va véi
sw quyét liét chéi bé va xa lanh cda hang triéu ngwé di cw vao Nam, sw chinh théng cda nha nwéc
VNDCCH vinh vién chdm dit.” 1!

Ciing trong th&i gian nay, quan ddi vién chinh Phap ngay cang sa lay trong cudc
chién, bat budc chinh phi Phap phai tim mét gidi phap chinh tri. Cac chinh dang qubc
gia chdng Céng nhan co hdi da mdi Cwu hoang Bao Dai vé nwéc lap chinh pha:

“Ngay 9-9-1947, 24 dai dién cdc dang phai va doan thé sang Hong Kong gép C.H. Bdo Dai.”'*°

Ho trinh bay nguyén vong chung la:
“_..yéu cau Cwu hoang Bao Dai, ngudi dai dién déc nhat, du tw cdch cua dén téc Viét Nam ra chap

chinh va mé& cuéc dam phdn véi nwéc Phdp, hau tdi Iap hoa binh & Viét Nam va thuc hién hoa
binh va déc lap.” (271

Sau khi chinh phi Phap thda man nhirng yéu cau cia Ngai, trong dé diéu kién
tién quyét quan trong nhirt 1a Phap phai trd Nam Ky vé cho Viét Nam, Cwu Hoang méi
lén dwong vé Viét Nam va thanh lap Chinh pht d4u tién cia Qubc Gia Viét Nam vao
ngay 1-7-1949 do chinh Cwu Hoang lam Tha Twéng.”® Qubc Gia Viét Nam nay chinh
la tién than cha VNCH dwoc thanh 1ap vao ngay 26-10-1955 véi 6ng Ngd Dinh Diém
lam Téng Théng dau tién.
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Tt ca nhirng dién tién lich st can dai cta Viét Nam vira trinh bay bén trén cho
thdy rat rd rang viéc cac tac gid phe chinh théng cho rang Béc Viét la chinh quyén
chinh théng clia dan toc Viét Nam ciing nhw cho rang VNCH 1a do Hoa Ky tao ra sau
Hiép Dinh Genéve 1954 déu 1a hoan toan sai lam. Viéc dbé 16i cho VNCH da vi pham
Hiép Dinh Genéve 1954 vi khéng chiu t& chirc tbng tuyén ct» vao nam 1956 (ly do
chanh khién cho Bac Viét phai gay chién dé thdng nhit Viét Nam) ciing hoan toan
khéng c6 co s& phap ly vi Chinh phi Qudc Gia Viét Nam (ma VNCH ké thira) da
khéng c6 ky va céng nhan Hiép DPinh dé. Béac si Tran Van D6, Ngoai Trwdng va
Trwdng Phai Doan Québc Gia Viét Nam tai Hoi Nghi Genéve, da phat biéu nhw sau:

"Viéc ky hiép dinh giira Phap va Viét Minh c6 nhiing diéu khoan gay nguy hai nang né cho twong
lai chinh tri cia Quéc gia Viét Nam. Hiép dinh da nhwéng cho Viét Minh nhibng viang ma quéan déi
quéc gia con déng quéan va twéc mat cua (Quéc gia) Viét Nam quyén té chirc phong tha. B6 Tw
Iénh Phdp da tw 4n dinh ngay té chirc tuyén cte ma khong c6 sw théa thuan véi phai doan quéc
gia Viét Nam... chinh phi Quéc gia Viét Nam yéu cau Héi nghi ghi nhdn mét cach chinh thirc rang
Viét Nam long trong phéan déi céch ky két Hiép dinh cung nhiing diéu khoan khéng tén trong
nguyén vong séau xa cua dan Viét. Chinh pht Quéc gia Viét Nam yéu cau H6i nghi ghi nhan rang
Chinh phu tw danh cho minh quyén hoan toan tw do hanh déng dé bao vé quyén thiéng liéng cia
dan téc Viét Nam trong céng cuéc thuwc hién Théng nhat, Déc Iap, va Tw do cho xir sé." [29]

Sau khi Hiép Binh Genéve duoc ky két vao ngay 20-7-1954 da cé mot khoang
thdi gian 300 ngay cho dan ching dwoc hoan toan tw do di chuyén dé thay déi noi sinh
sébng. Va két qua cho thay trong khoang thdi gian dé chi c6 4.269 ngudi chon dira
Mién Béc sinh sbéng so vé&i tbng s6 892.876 nguoi da chon lwa di chuyén vao sinh séng
tai Mién Nam.”

Nhw vay, rd rang CTVN khéng phai 1a mét cuéc chién tranh nhan dan nhu tac
gid Schandler da khang dinh. N6 phai dwoc xem la mot cudc chién tranh xam Iworc.
Céc ly do rat rd rang nhw sau:

e Ca& VNCH va Viéet Nam Dan Cha Cong Hoa (tirc Bac Viét) déu 1a
nhitng qubc gia v&i day du tat ca cac yéu t6 do cong phap qubc té
quy dinh theo Diéu U'éc Montevideo vé Quyén va Trach Nhiém cua
Quéc Gia (1933):

o Coé motlanh thd dwoc xac dinh

o Co6 moét dan cw dwoc xac dinh

o C6 mét chinh phi ¢6 nang lwc kiém soat hiéu qua

o Co6 nang lyc tham gia vao diéu wéc véi qudce gia khac

e “Hanh vi dung vii lwc quan sw dé twéc doat chinh quyén, Ianh thé
ctia mét quéc gia khdc, theo dinh nghia cua Diéu 1, Nghj quyét
3314 nam 1974 cua Pai H6i dong Lién Hiép Quéc, Ia hanh vi xam
Iwoc theo céng phédp quéc té.” "

C6 diéu can ghi nhan thém rang day khong phai chi la mét cudc chién tranh xam
lwoe binh thwédng ma 1a mét cudc chién tranh xam lwoc mang mau séc y thirc hé rét
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phirc tap ma hai phe déu 1a nhirng nguwdi cing mét dong mau, twong tw nhw cudc
Chién Tranh Triéu Tién (1951-1953) ma chinh Lién Hiép Quéc da I&én an va cho phép
mang quan sang chéng lai quan xam lwoc Béc Triéu Tién.

Luan Ct Vé Chién Lwoc Quan Sw Cua Hoa Ky Tai Viét Nam
Luan c& nay gébm hai diém chinh sau day:

e Hoa Ky da sir dung hét strc manh quan sy cla minh rdi ma van khong
lam cho Bé&c Viét tir bd y dinh thén tinh Mién Nam

e Né&u leo thang nira thi sé khéng tranh dwgc mét cuéc dung dé hat
nhan

Chung ta sé& lan lwot xem xét tirng diém clia luan clr nay
Hoa Ky Da Str Dung Hét Strc Manh Quan Sw Cua Minh

Luan diém nay vira néi I&n phwong tién vira cho thady muc tiéu cta viéc My tham
chién tai Viét Nam: phuwong tién la dung hét strc manh quan sy cla My, muc tiéu la lam
cho Bac Viét thay ré loi hai ma tir bd y dinh thén tinh Mién Nam.

Trwdc hét hdy xét vé muc tiéu. Luan diém nay cho thay rd céi gi¢i han cla viéc
M§ tham chién: chi muén Bac Viét ngirng lai viéc tAn cong Mién Nam, nghia Ia tré lai
tinh trang hai nwéc Viét Nam chia cat tai vi tuyén 17 (gibng nhw & Blrc va Triéu Tién).
Chinh vi thé rat nhiéu nguoi da chi trich rat dang 1a My danh gidc ma chi mudn hoa,
ché khéng mudn thang, trong khi dich thi nhat dinh phai thdng bang moi gia, thé nén
My thua la chuyén dwong nhién. Cing chinh vi muc tiéu giéi han nay ma chinh phu
My, tic la phe dan sw, da dat ra khong biét bao nhiéu han ché, goi la “rules of
engagement,” dbi v&i gi¢i quan sw. Trong viéc oanh tac Mién Béc, tirc 1a Chién Dich
S4m Rén (Rolling Thuncder), cac muc tiéu rat han ché va hoan toan do phe dan sw
chon Iwa va chi dinh, v&i két qua vd cung tai hai, nhw nhan dinh sau day cia Twéng
Bruce Palmer, Jr., Tw Lénh Quan Poan Il cia Hoa Ky tai Viét Nam (Il Field Force,
Vietnam) trong thoi gian 1967-1968:

“In the end, these limited strikes had little effect on the enemy buildup culminating in the massive
Easter Offensive across the DMZ in late March 1972. This buildup, incidentally, should have
warned the allies of the strong probability of an attack launched directly from the DMZ.” (32] (Xin
tam dich sang Viét nglr nhw sau: “Sau cung, nhiing cudc oanh kich giéi han dé dé khéng ngan chén
duoc viéc tdng cuong luc lvong cda dich ma dinh cao la cuéc téng tan céng Mua Phuc Sinh tién hanh
vurot ngang qua Khu Phi Quan S vao cudi Théng 3 ndm 1972. Tién day phéi néi la viéc tdng cuong luc
luong d6 da cé thé bao dong cho quén déng minh vé kha néng Ién ctia mét cudc tan céng cda dich tr
Khu Phi Quén Sw.”)

Ciing chinh vi muc tiéu gi¢i han nhw thé ma My da ap dung chién lwoc leo
thang tirng bwéc (gradual escalation). Phuwong thirc leo thang tirng buéc cé thé dem
lai hiéu qua tét trong d4u tranh chinh tri hay ngoai giao, nhuwng, trong chién tranh, né 1a
mot sw sai lam, c6 thé dem lai tai hoa khdng nhéd bdi vi cach danh nhw vay gitp cho ké
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dich cé thoi gian bd sung, tdng cwong va tré lai tAn cdng. Néi cho dung, that ra, chién
lwoc clia My con té hon nhiéu, clr danh rdi ngirng, ngirng réi danh, rd rang la khéng tim
cach danh cho dit diém. Nhin lai cac dién tién cta cudc chién, ching ta cé thé thay rat
ré rang 1a phe Céng san da cé duwoc nhirtng khodng thoi gian 3 hay 4 nam dé b sung
lwe lwong cho mét dot tbng tAn cdng madi: 1968 (Tét Mau Than = Tet Offensive), 1972
(Mua Hé D6 Lira = Easter Offensive), va 1975 (Chién Dich H5 Chi Minh). Trong tac
phdm The real lessons of the Vietnam War, hai soan gia John Norton Moore va
Robert F. Turner da phé binh rat ndng vé chién lwoc nay ciia My nhu sau:

“In fact, our policy was not even gradual escalation; that is, progressive and increasing
application of force to strangle the enemy. Instead, our policy was escalation and de-escalation,
an “on again, off again” knee-jerk reaction that varied with the intuitive whims of President
Johnson and his advisors.” *° (Xin tam dich sang Viét nglr nhw sau: “Thét ra, chinh sach cta ching ta
ciing khéng phéi la leo thang tirng buéc; nghia Ia, tir tir tdng cuong luc luong dé bop nghet ké thu. Thay
vi vay, chinh séach cua chung ta Ia leo thang va xudng thang, phan g “khi danh, khi khong mot cach
méy méc tuy theo cac néi hirng theo trurc giac cua Téng Théng Johnson va céc ¢ van cta éng &y.”)

Néi tom lai, v& muc tiéu, ré rang la My khéng cé cha trvong tiéu diét ké dich la
Bé&c Viét, nghia 1a khdng muén c6 mét chién thang hoan toan va tuyét déi trong CTVN.
D6 la mét sach lwgce chién tranh hoan toan di nguoc tw twdng quan sw cla cac twéng
lanh tr xwa t&i nay, phadn anh qua cau néi d& doi ctia Théng Twéng (twdng 5 sao) Hoa
Ky Douglas MacArthur: “In war there is no substitute for victory” (Tam dich: Trong
chién tranh khéng cé gi thay thé dwoc cho chién thang).

Tré lai luan diém nay, phan hai néi rang Hoa Ky da sir dung hét strc manh quan
s ctia minh réi. Sw that cé dung nhw vay hay khéng?

N6i chung chién lwgc quan sw clia Hoa Ky tai Viét Nam goém 2 bd phan: 1) Gui
bd binh tac chién (ground combat troops) vao Mién Nam dé tiéu diét cac don vi cla
quan déi Mat Tran Giai Phéng Mién Nam (trc la Viét Cong) va cac don vi ctia quan doi
nhan dan cia Mién Bac st dung dwdng mon H6 Chi Minh xam nhap vao; va 2) Dung
Khéng Quan dé ngan chan viéc quan Bac Viét st dung Puwdng mon H6 Chi Minh va
oanh kich Mién Bac dé lam cho Béc Viét phai tr bd y dinh thén tinh Mién Nam.

Vé sy hién dién cta quan déi Hoa Ky & Mién Nam, phai céng nhan rang tai thoi
diém dau nam 1968, Hoa Ky da cé tai Mién Nam mét lwc lwong quan sy rat dang ké,
gan nlra triéu quan (497.498 ngudi) gdbm dl tAt ca cac quan binh chiing va cac don vj
thién chién, trong d6 dang ké nhirt 1a cac don vi sau day:

e Luc Quén (U.S. Army):

o Suv Dboan 1 Ky Binh Khong Van (1% Cavalry Division -
Airmoblie), trc l1a Sw Poan 1 Anh Ca Bé, theo cach goi cla
quan Bac Viét

o Cac Sw Dboan Bo Binh 1, 9, va 25 (1%, 9", 25" Infantry Division)
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o Suw Doan 23 B6 Binh (23™ Infantry Division, cling cé tén la
Americal Division)

o Sw Dboan Du 101 (101° Airborne Division)

o L& Doan 3 Sw boan Du 82 (3" Brigade, 82™ Airborne Division)

e Thiy Quan Luc Chién (U.S. Marine Corps):

o Sw Doan 1 (1% Marine Division) déng tai Chu Lai, Quang Ngai

o Sw Poan 3 (3rd Marine Division) dong tai Pa Ndng, Quang Nam

o SwDoan 5 (5" Marine Division) déng tai Khe Sanh, Quang Tri

e Hai Quan (U.S. Navy):

o Da co tat cd 20 Hang Khéong Mau Ham (Aircraft Carriers) da
tng dwoc diéu dong tham chién tai Viét Nam, thi du nhw
Constellation, Coral Sea, Enterprise, Hancock, Hornet, Midway,
vv. Mé&i hang khdng mau ham nay déu ché dwoc hang tram phi
co khu truc phan lyc nhuw A-4 Skyhawk, A-6 Intruder, A-7
Corsair I, vv

e Khéng Quan (U.S. Air Force):

o Su DPoan 7 Khéng Quan (Seventh Air Force) véi B6 Tw Lénh
dong tai Tan Son Nhit va cac phi doan déng rai rac tai 10 can
c khéng quan trén khap lanh thd ctia VNCH; phi co phan 1én
la khu truc phan lwc ma néi tiéng nhirt 14 F-4 Phantom (Bé&c Viét
goi la Con Ma), F-105 Thunderchief (Bac Viét goi |a Than Sam),
VV.

Van dé can phai duoc thdo luan & day la Hoa Ky da sir dung lic lwong quan su
hung hau nay nhw thé nao, véi chién lwoc gi va véi hiéu qué ra sao. B Tw Lénh cla
lwe lwong nay thudng dwoc goi tat l|a MACV (Military Assistance Command, Vietnam)
va nguwoi chi huy la Pai Twéng (General, twéng 4 sao) Wiliam C. Westmoreland
(1914-2005), thworng duoc gidi bao chi Hoa Ky goi tat 1a Westy. Twéng Westmoreland
tét nghiép Trworng V6 Bi West Point vao ndm 1936 va khéi nghiép Ia mét s quan phao
binh, tham dw D& Nhj Thé Chién tai cac mét tran & Bac Phi, Y, Phap va Burc, lap dwoc
nhiéu chién codng, thang cap rat nhanh va tré thanh Dai T4, Tham Mwu Trwéng clia Sw
DPoan 9 B6 Binh Hoa Ky. Sau khi D& Nhj Thé Chién chdm dirt, 6ng theo hoc khda nhay
du ctia Bo Binh, dwoc bd nhiém lam Trung Poan Truédng Trung Poan 504 ctia Sw Doan
Du 82, va sau dé la Tham Mwu Trwdng ciia Sw Doan Du nay. Nam 1952, vao luc 38
tudi, ong thadng cdp Chuan Tuéng (Brigadier-General, twéng 1 sao) va tré thanh vi
Chuén Twéng tré tudi nhirt ctia Luc Quan Hoa Ky. Trong Chién Tranh Triéu Tién, 6ng
la Tw Lénh Trung Poan Du 187. Sau Chién Tranh Triéu Tién, éng lan lwot ddm nhan
cac chirc vu Tw Lénh Sw Poan Du 101 (1958-1960), Chi Huy Trwdng Trwdng VO Bi
West Point (1960-1963), thang lén cap Trung Twéng (Lieutenant-General, twéng 3 sao,
thang 7-1963), va Tw Lénh Quan Boan Du 18 (XVIII Airborne Corps). Thang 1-1964,
6ng duoc clr sang Viét Nam lam Tw Lénh Phé cla MACV va dén thang 6-1964 6ng
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dwoc thang cép 1én Pai Twéng va duwoc Tong Thdng Johnson bd nhiém lam Tw Lénh
MACV.

Twéng Westmoreland ap dung mét chién lwoc goi la “Lang va Diét” (Search
and Destroy), thirc hién mét hinh thire chién tranh tiéu hao (war of attrition) v&i muc
dich lam tiéu hao téi da lwc lwong cua dich dé dat dén mot “diém vwot” (crossover
point) duwoc dinh nghia 1a diém ma sd quan bd sung cla dich khéng thé bu dap duoc
cho sb thwong vong cla dich. Vi vay, Westmoreland da ra 1énh t6 chirc cac cudc hanh
quan dai quy mé, rat tdn kém, s dung moét lwc lwong rat Ion & cép |ir doan hodc sw
doan va danh vao cac can clr va mat khu quan trong cta dich, thi du nhw Hanh Quan
Attleboro tai Dau Tiéng, Tinh Binh Dwong, tir ngay 14-9 dén ngay 25-11-1966, Hanh
Quan Cedar Falls tai khu Tam Giac Sét, tir ngay 8 dén 26-1-1967, va Junction City tai
Chién Khu C, tlr ngay 22-2 dén ngay 14-5-1967. Trong khoang thdi gian 3 nam, véi
quan sb gia tdng tr 184.300 (1965) I&n dén 485.600 (1967), Westmoreland van khéng
thé ndo dat dwoc “diém vwot” nhw mong mudn, ngay cd vdi cach tinh tran liét
(order-of-battle hay thuwéng duoc viét tét Ia OB) co loi cho bao céo clia 6ng bang cach
gidm thiéu con sb du kich va dan quan ctia phe Céng san, dwa dén mau thuan rat tram
trong gitta MACV va CIA (Central Intelligene Agency = Co Quan Trung Uong Tinh Bao
cta Hoa Ky), phan anh qua vu ban bao cdo vé tinh bdo SNIE14.3-67.°Y Trong nam
1967, mot sé nguwdi trong va ngoai chinh quyén cla My bt dau hoai nghi, cdng kich va
sau cung dé nghi Tdng Théng Johnson tir bd chién lwoc “Lung va Diét” cliia Twéng
Westmoreland. Nhwng Téng Thdng Johnson van khéng nghe, van tin twéng Twéng
Westmoreland. Cudi ndm 1967, ngay 21-11, tai Cau Lac Bd Bao Chi Quéc Gia &
Washington, D.C., Twéng Westmorfeland van con lac quan tuyén bd nhw sau:

“We have reached an important point where the end begins to come into view.” [33] (Xin tam dich
sang Viét nglr nhw sau: “Chung ta da dat dén mét diém quan trong cho théy két thic bat dau hién ra.”)

Chi hon 2 thang sau, ngay 31-1-1968, Tran Téng Céng Kich Mau Than dién ra
mot cach &c liét tai thi d6 Sai Gon, cac thanh phé I1&n va gan nhw tat ca cac tinh ly cla
VNCH. Chién lwvgc “Lung va Diét” ciia Twéng Westmoreland hoan toan bi pha san.
Yéu ciu tdng thém 200.000 quan cla 6ng bi Téng Théng Johnson thang tay bac bd.
Ong duoc triéu hdi vé My gitr chirc Tham Mwu Trwdng Luc Quan Hoia Ky (U.S. Army
Chief of Staff) va Ph6é Twéng cua 6ng la Pai Twéng Creighton Abrams (1914-1974)
dwoc clr I1én thay 6ng lam Tw Lénh MACV.

M6t diéu hét strc quan trong can phai dwoc lwu y ngay. Tran Mau Than la mot
that bai quan suw hét strc I6n, chwa tirng cé dbi véi Viét Cong. Sau day la nhiing con sb
théng ké vé thwong vong chinh thirc do chinh PCSVN xac nhan:

“111.306 can bd, chién si lwc Iwong vii trang va chinh tri & mién nam da hy sinh va bj
thwrong; trong d6, 44.824 can bé va chién si lwe lwong vi trang d3 hy sinh.” °°!
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Nhwng that tr& tréu, chinh nguwdi My lai xem day 1a mét that bai I&n cha phe Tw
Do, va tr d6 ho quyét dinh tim moi cach xudng thang chién tranh, thwong thuyét véi
phe Cong san dé rut quan vé nwdc. Tong Thdng Johnson ra Iénh ngwng oanh tac Mién
Béc va tuyén bd khéng ra tai cir nira. Sau khi dac clr, Téng Thdng Nixon thyc hién
viéc rut quan trong chwong trinh Viét-Nam-Hda (Vietnamization).

Phan 1&n cac tac gid thudc phai chinh théng déu st dung mbc thdi gian 1968
cla Tran Mau Than, xem dé la thdi diém Chinh phu My da dwt khoat nhan ra la khéng
thé nao thdng dwoc tai Viet Nam. Ba tac phdm quan trong cia nhém tac gid chinh
théng nay la: Vietnam: a history cla Stanley Karnow, America’s longest war cla
George Herring, va A Bright shining lie ciia Neil Sheehan déu danh mét da sb trang
rat Ion dé noi vé CTVN cho téi ndm 1968, phan thoi gian con lai cia CTVN (nhiéu hon
gap doi, tr 1968 dén 1975) chi dwoc dé cap dén rat so sai nhw sau:

e Vietnam: a history
o Tuw trang dau dén trang 567: cho dén 1968
o Tw trang 568 dén trang 670 (102 trang): thdi gian con lai cua
CTVN, 1968-1975
e America’s longest war:
o T trang dau dén trang 221: cho dén 1968
o Tw trang 222 dén trang 282 (60 trang): thdi gian con lai cua
CTVN, 1968-1975
e A Bright shining lie:
o Tuw trang dau dén trang 725: cho dén 1968
o Tw trang 726 dén trang 791 (65 trang): thdi gian con lai cua
CTVN, 1968-1975

Trong khi d6, rd rang la tlr sau Tran Mau Than, VNCH va cac nuwéc Déng Minh
da dat dwoc nhiéu théng loi rat Ién, co luc da lam Iéch can can CTVN, gay rat nhiéu
khé khan cho phe Céng San.

Khoéng ké& hai chién thang I&n ctia QLVNCH vao cac nam 1968 (Tét Mau Than)
va 1972 (Mua Heé Dé Lira, Tl thd An Loc, Tai chiém Quang Tri, va gitv virng Kontum),
quan doi My, dwéi quyén Tw Lénh ciia Twédng Abrams, da ap dung mét chién lwgc moi
goi la “Clear and Hold = Quét va Giir.” Chién lwoc nay dat trong tdm vao van dé binh
dinh. Mt nhan vién CIA cao cép, 6ng William Colby (trwéc da trng 1a Trwong Tram
CIA tai Viét Nam), dwoc bd nhiém phu trach co quan CORDS (Civil Operations and
Revolutionary Development Support) d& thwc hién mét ké hoach méi vé binh dinh goi
tat 1a APC (Accelerated Pacification Campaign = Chién dich Binh Binh Nhanh), ma cbt
I6i 14 Chién Dich Phwong Hoang (Phoenix Program), nham tiéu diét ha tang co s& cua
Viét Coéng (tlrc Mat Tran Giai Phong) dé tai 1ap an ninh cho cac thén 4p dudi sy kiém
soat clia chinh quyén VNCH. Ké& hoach APC dwa ra chi tiéu dau tién la trong vong 3
thang (90 ngay) sé v hiéu héa ha tang co s& cla Viét Cong (Viet Cong Infrastructure,
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goi tat 14 VCI) va lap lai an ninh hoan toan cho 1.000 4p x6i dau. Ké& hoach nay duwoc
thwe hién thanh cong tét dep, vwot hon chi tiéu 1.000 4p da dé ra. Trén thuc té, vao
dau thang 1-1969, VNCH da kiém soat hoan toan dwoc 1.320 4p.°"! Chién Dich
Phwong Hoang da gay ton that rat nang né cho VCI nhw sau:

“Between 1968 and 1972, Phoenix "neutralized” 81,740 people suspected of VC

membership, of whom 26,369 were killed. A significant number of VC were killed, and between
1969 and 1971 the program was quite successful in destroying VC infrastructure in many
important areas.” *®! (Xin tam dich sang Viét nglr nhw sau: “Giita 1968 va 1972, Chién Dich Phuong
Hoang “da vé hiéu héa” 81.740 ngudi tinh nghi la Viét Cong, trong dé cé 26.369 nguoi da bi giét. Mot sb
I6n Viét Céng da bj giét, va gitra 1969 va 1971, chuong trinh da thanh céng trong viéc tiéu diét ha tadng co
s& cla Viét Cong tai nhiéu khu vurc quan trong.”)

Hon niva, mdt sd nhirng han ché quan trong cta thdi Téng Théng Johnson d3 bj
hay bé. Sau khi Twéng Lon Nol ddo chanh, lat d& chinh quyén than Coéng san cla
Sihanouk dau nam 1970, Téng Théng Nixon, vao cubdi thang 4-1970, da ra lénh cho
quan déi My, cung v&i QLVNCH, vuwot bién gidi, tién vao 1anh thd Mién, tAn céng pha
hdy nhirng mat khu an toan cta phe Cdng san da dwgc Sihanouk cho phép dong doc
theo bién gidi tr bao nhiéu nam trwéc d6. Chién dich nay da dat nhirng thanh qua
quan trong nhu sau:

“Major General Nguyen Duy Hinh, author of a postwar monograph, summed up results of
the incursion overall, tabulating 9,300 tons of weapons, ammunition, and supplies seized, plus
7,000 tons of rice, altogether constituting enemy requirements for at least six months of
operations in the COSVN area.” [39] (Xin tam dich sang Viét ngt¥ nhw sau: “Thiéu Tuéng Nguyén Duy
Hinh, téc gia ctia mot tap séch chuyén dé xuét bén sau chién tranh, da tém luoc mét cach téng quét
nhiing thanh qua ctda chién dich nhw sau: tich thu duoc 9.300 tan vi khi, dan duoc va tiép liéu cung véi
7.000 tan gao, du dung it nhit cho cac cudéc hanh quén trong séu théng trong khu vuc cua Trung Uong
Cuc Mién Nam.”) [COSVN la chi¥ viét tat ctia Central Office for South Vietnam]

Ciing trong tinh than hdy bé nhirng diéu cAm ky dwai thei Téng Thdng Johnson,
ngay 9-5-1972, Téng Théng Nixon ra lénh cho Hang khéng mau ham USS Coral Sea
phong tdéa cang Hai Phong (noi tiép nhan khoang 85% hang nhap cang cta Bac Viét)
bang cach gai min trong Vinh Béc Viét. Va khi B4c Viét ngang nhién r&i bé Hoa Bam
Paris vao cubi nam 1972, Téng Théng Nixon da ra Iénh cho may bay oanh tac chién
lwoc B-52 trai tham Ha Noi trong 13 ngay dém vao dip Giang Sinh 1972 (Christmas
Bombing) khién cho B&c Viét phai tré lai ban hoi nghi.

Nhirng diéu vira ké trén cho thay rd rang chién lvoc ma Hoa Ky da ap dung
trong khoang th&i gian 1965 (sau khi My d6 quan bd chién vao Viét Nam) cho dén 1968
(Tran Mau Than) la hoan toan sai 1am va vi vay da khong dat dwoc chién thdng. Chung
ta cing thay ré 1a v&i mot chién lwoc mai, chu trong nhiéu hon vao van dé binh dinh,
ddng thoi pha bd tt ca nhivng rao can, han ché vé ly, tréi tay quan déi ciia phe dan sw
M§, quan ddi My va QLVNCH da c6 nhirng chién thang quan sy rd rét (trong cac nam
1968, 1970 va 1972), tao ra dwoc nhivrng thay dbi, xoay chuyén hoan toan cé loi cho
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phe Ddng Minh. Tét ca gidp khang dinh diéu sau day: Chién Tranh Viét Nam Durt
Khoat Khéng Phai La Mét Cuéc Chién Tranh Khéng Thé Thiang Pwoc va Néu
Hoa Ky Pa Ap Dung Mét Chién Lwoc Ping Ngay T Dau Thi Hoa Ky va VNCH
D& C6 Thé Théng CTVN.

Néu Leo Thang Nira S& Khéng Tranh Bwoc Mét Cudc Pung P Hat Nhan

Xin nhac lai, nhu trén da noi, kha nang vé viéc cé thé st dung vi khi hat nhan
da dwoc dé cap dén trong van thw dé ngay 20-5-1967 cGa JCS (B6 Tham Muwu Lién
Quan Hoa Ky) va gay kinh hoang cho Téng Truwdng Quéc Phong Robert S. McNamara.
Chung ta hdy xem xét gia tri ctia luan c& nay trong bbi canh ctia Chién Tranh Lanh va
trong khung thoi gian 1965-1975.

Trwdc hét, nhw phan trén cta bai viét da trinh bay rat chi tiét, khd nang Hoa Ky
va VNCH, v&i mét chién lwoc khac va khdng bi gidi han bdi rang budc, can trd, tréi tay,
c6 thé thang CTVN, ma khéng can s dung dén vii khi hat nhan, 1a rat cao.

Gia slr, ngay ca v6i chién lwoc méi va véi sw hly bd tat ca cac gi¢i han d6 ma
Hoa Ky van chwa thé thang dwoc va danh phai st dung dén vii khi hat nhan thi c6 kha
nang xay ra moét cuéc dung dé hat nhan hay khong?

Cau tra |oi la: rat c6 thé KHONG. Tai sao khong?

Néu Hoa Ky s dung vii khi hat nhan tai Hoa Nam thi Trung Quéc khéng thé tra
dba dwoc nén khong thé goi la “mét cuéc dung dé hat nhan” duoc vi chi cd mot bén
la Trung Qudc 1anh bom nguyén t&r thdi. Trung Qudc khong thé tra dia Hoa Ky dworc vi
mac du Tung Québc da coé thtr bom nguyén ti tir thang 10-1964 nhwng Trung Quédc van
chwa c6 phwong tién (delivery system) 1a hda tién mang dau dan nguyén tlr d& phong
di. Hon nira, trong thap nién 1960, Trung Qudc con dang khén dbn, chia ré noi bo tram
trong trong Cudc Cach Mang Van Héa. Chi cé Lién X6 la c6 phwong tién dé tra dua
Hoa Ky. Nhwng kha nang Lién X6 dam dung ra lanh mét cudc dung dé hat nhan voi
Hoa Ky thi gdn nhw chéc chan |a khéng c6. Co hai sw kién lich s& quan trong ma
chung ta cé thé dwa vao dé két luan nhw thé.

Thi&r nhirt, trong cudc khing hoang Cuba (1962), trwdc quyét tdm cha Hoa Ky
san sang chap nhan mot cudc chién tranh hat nhan, Lién X6 da chung bwéc, rat lui,
chiu thao g& tat ca cac gian hda tién tai Cuba. Lién X6 da khong chiju hy sinh vi Cuba
thi Iy do gi ma Lién X& c6 thé chiu hy sinh vi Trung Quéc?

Thir hai, Lién X6 va Trung Quéc, trong thap nién 1960, da tré thanh thu dich,
kinh chdng nhau kich liét, va, vi van dé bién gi¢i, da trng danh nhau nhiéu lan trong
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subt mdy thang troi trong mét cudc chién tranh bién gi¢i vao ndm 1969 (tv ngay 2-3
cho dén ngay 11-9-1969) tai ddo Tran Bao (Zhenbao Island) trén séng Ussuri, gan bién
gi¢i Man Chau. Chinh trong th&i gian cudc xung dét bién gi&i nay, Lién X6 cling da cé
y mudn s dung vii khi hat nhan d& danh pha dau Trung Quéc, dac biét nham vao céac
co s& nghién clru va phat trién nguyén t&r ctia Trung Québc. Lién X6 da tiép can va
tham do y kién cta cac dang Cong san tai cac nwéc Uc, Phan Lan va Y. Lién X6 ciing
da thdm do y kién ludn ca véi Hoa Ky vé chuyén nay.

Thay L&i Két

Bai viét nay da cho thay rat rd rang la nhan dinh “Chién Tranh Viét Nam la mét
cudc chién khéng thé thang dwoc” |a hoan toan sai lam. Néu da ap dung ngay twr
dau mét chién lwoc khac, hoan toan khéng cé nhirng han ché, tréi budc vé ly, Hoa Ky
da cé thé thang trong TCVN, va véi mét gia thap hon nhiéu. Trén thuc té, Hoa Ky da
khéng lam nhw vay, va véi sw phan boi, vo liém si cia Qubc Hoi Hoa Ky cla hai Khoa
93 (1973-1975) va Khoéa 94 (1975-1977) do Pang Dan Chua kiém soat, bd roi ddng
minh, cat gidm va sau cung cét bé hét quan vién cho VNCH, da dwa dén két qua bi
thdm 1& VNCH da that tran va bi x6a tén trén ban dé thé gi¢i.*"! Mét tac gid Hoa Ky
thudc phe xét lai (revisionist) da nhan dinh mét cach hét sirc dung dan vé viéc that tran
ctua VNCH nhwv sau:

“The South Vietnamese regime did not fall in 1975 because it was uniquely corrupt and
illegitimate. It fell to Soviet-equipped North Vietnamese tanks only because the United States,
which had left troops in South Korea to defend a comparably corrupt and authoritarian
dictatorship, had abandoned its allies in South Vietnam.”'*?! (Xin tam dich sang Viét ngi¥ nhw sau:
“Ché d6 Nam Viét Nam da khéng sup dé vao ndm 1975 vi né 1a mét chinh quyén duy nhut tham nhiing
va khéng chinh théng. N6 chi sup dé truéc céc chién xa ctuia Bac Viét do Lién X6 trang bi vi Hoa Ky,
trée d6 da duy tri quan déi tai Nam Triéu Tién dé bdo vé mét ché dé doc tai va tham nhiing tuong tw, da
bé roi dbng minh cta minh tai Nam Viét Nam.”)
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