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Pewitt High School 

Program of Studies and Course Description Guide 
 

Choosing the right courses and registering properly are two of the most important things students and parents 
can do every year to ensure a quality educational experience for their children. It is essential that both parents 
and students think carefully about long-range plans when making decisions about which courses to take. Every 
effort will be made to keep parents and students informed throughout this process. Students who receive 
sound parental input and give their full attention to selecting the right courses are much more likely to attain 
their stated educational goals. 
 
Course selections will be made in the spring semester with students. Students will select with their counselor 
which courses they plan to take for the coming school year. Students should follow established deadlines for 
selecting courses. Upperclassmen will be given priority when conflicts arise. If students fail to complete the 
course selection form, courses will be chosen for them.  
 

Course selection is FINAL! All scheduling decisions are made based on the course request we receive from 
our students, and scheduling begins well before the end of the current school year. Once course selections 
are completed, they are considered final. In the event that a change is deemed absolutely necessary after this 
date, a schedule change request form must be completed in the counselor's office.  Changes will be approved 
only under the following circumstances: *Completion of a scheduled course by alternate means (Credit by 
Exam, summer school, correspondence courses, and college credit). *Level changes (transferring from 
Advanced to Regular classes). *Failure of course prerequisite to a scheduled course. *Change in the senior 
year to a course required for graduation. *Extenuating circumstances reviewed by the Counselor and 
approved by the Principal. Administration reserves the right to not offer a class if too few students request a 
course. Changes will not be made based on preference or a change of mind with their last report card. Credit 
will not be awarded after 10% of the days in each semester have been missed if a student changes a course 
or enters without having been enrolled in another school. 
 
Substantial differences should be expected between regular and advanced courses (Honors, Advanced 
Placement, and Dual Credit). Regular courses are designed to meet both state and local expectations for all 
students while equipping them for a variety of pursuits after high school, including college. Students are not 
required to take advanced level courses in order to pursue any diploma type. Advanced courses are designed 
to challenge students significantly and typically require more higher-order thinking and application of skills and 
concepts. These courses are recommended for students who have performed at a high level academically in 
the past and who are willing to push themselves when confronted with rigorous coursework. Students enrolling 
in dual credit courses must satisfy the college entrance requirements set forth by the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board. Parents and students are encouraged to consider the decision to take advanced courses 
carefully. Schedule changes are in no way guaranteed for students who struggle in an advanced course. 
 

PCISD Mission Statement: 
The mission of the Pewitt Consolidated Independent School District, in partnership with our school community, 
is to inspire and prepare our students to become confident, innovative problem solvers who demonstrate 
outstanding character and take full advantage of their individual academic potential so that they are able to 
thrive in our complex and ever-changing world. 
 

Pewitt High School 
1216 Hwy 67 E 
PO Box 1106 

Omaha, Texas 75571 
Telephone: (903) 884-2293 

Fax: (903) 884-3111 
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ASSURANCE OF NONDISCRIMINATION 

The policy of the Pewitt Consolidated Independent School District is to comply fully with the 
nondiscrimination provisions of all state and federal laws and regulations by assuring that students 
are afforded equal access to regular, vocational, special education programs, and activities without 
regard to race, religion, color, national origin, sex, or handicapping conditions as provided in these 
laws and regulations. 

INTRODUCTION 
This course description guide provides a brief description of each course offered at Pewitt 
High School, lists prerequisites and special requirements, and includes credits required for 
graduation. Since students will be making selections for the entire year, it is imperative that 
parents and students work together during this process. A thorough review of the graduation 
requirements, various transcript options, course prerequisites, and policies regarding schedule 
changes are essential. As always, the high school Administration and staff will help students 
make the best possible choices. Counselors will contact stu-dents if enrollment numbers for 
any classes are not met. 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
All students must earn credits for state-required subjects and electives as described on the 
following pages. Students must pass the State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness 
End of Course exams (STAAR EOC) for five subjects: English I, English II, Algebra I, Biology, 
and U.S. History. Please contact the Counseling Office at 903-884-2293 if more information is 
needed. 

EARLY GRADUATES 
A student who intends to graduate early must declare that intention within the first week of 
school at the beginning of the Sophomore year. Students and parents must sign an early 
graduation letter that can be obtained from your Counselor. Early graduates must meet MPHS 
graduation requirements in 3 years and must pass all portions of exit level testing in order to 
be declared a graduate. If early graduates have 20 credits at the beginning of the junior year, 
they will be promoted to senior status at that time. Otherwise, they will be promoted at 
mid-year. Early graduates will be ranked with the senior class after the 3rd 9 weeks. They will 
be allowed to participate in senior activities whenever they are promoted to senior status. 
Careful consideration should be given that early graduates will be forfeiting their senior year. 
These students will be expediting the college entrance process and should therefore begin 
preparing for college by taking entrance exams their Sophomore year and applying for 
financial aid by the fall of the junior year. For more information, students should see their 
Counselor. 
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MAKING A CAREER CONNECTION 
 

Soon, students will be making course selections for the next school year. Courses should be 
chosen carefully, as they will become the foundation for the student’s future. Careful 
selection of courses will help a student make that career connection after high school. 
“Career” implies more than just a job; it includes education, work and lifestyle. Achieving a 
successful and satisfying career takes years of planning, studying, training, and hard work. 
The good life won’t just happen without careful planning. The ultimate goal for all students is 
the same- a successful and satisfying career. Choosing the right path to follow in high 
school is the first critical step in achieving that goal. 

 
 
Pewitt High School offers courses in a comprehensive academic program. Students may 
choose Advanced Placement, dual credit, honors and CTE classes as well as electives. This 
guide provides information to help students as they choose course selections to meet their 
goals. 
 
Choosing an Endorsement Area 
Students will be able to earn one or more endorsements as part of their graduation 
requirements. Endorsements consist of a related series of courses that are grouped 
together by interest or skill set. They provide students with in-depth knowledge of a subject 
area. Students must select one of five endorsements in the ninth grade. 
 
May I change my endorsement choice? 
Yes. Students may change their endorsement choice at any time. High school offers such a 
wonderful opportunity for students to explore areas of interest and to find those courses that 
spark enthusiasm. The goal is to always help students focus on their strengths. 
 
What if I need help? 
Parents, the counselor, teachers, and the principals are all here to help students in this 
process. Student success is the mission of Pewitt CISD, and our team is ready to assist in 
every way possible! 
 

GRADUATION PLAN 
 
All students must earn credits for state required subjects and electives as described on the 
following pages. In addition, students must meet the State of Texas Assessments of 
Academic Readiness (STAAR) End-of-Course (EOC) testing requirements. Students shall 
be awarded the same diploma. However, the Academic Achievement Record, or transcript, 
will designate which endorsement plan was followed. 
 

The Foundation Plan contains the basic courses that a student will need to graduate from 
high school. All students are initially assigned on the Distinguished Graduation Plan and 
could possibly change due to lack of meeting certain requirements.  
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Pewitt High School Graduation Requirements 
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Subject Area 

Foundation High School Program with an 
Endorsement 

Foundation High School Program with 
Distinguished Level of Achievement 

English-4 Credits English I, II, III, & IV English, I, II, III, & IV 
 
 
 
 
 

Math—4 Credits 

MUST INCLUDE: 
Algebra I, Geometry and two additional 
credits in advanced math 
●​ Algebra II 
●​ Pre-Calculus 
●​ Calculus  

●​ Math Models 

MUST INCLUDE: 
Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II and one 
additional credit in advanced math 
●​ Pre-Calculus 
●​ Calculus  
●​ Math Models 

 
 
 
 
 
Science-4 Credits 

MUST INCLUDE: 
Biology, Chemistry, and 2 credits must be 
selected from the following laboratory-based 
courses 
●​ Physics 
●​ Anatomy & Physiology 
●​ Forensic Science 
●​ Advanced Animal Science 
●​ Research & Design 
●​ Advanced Plant Science  

 

MUST INCLUDE: 
Biology, Chemistry, and 2 credits must be 
select-ed from the following laboratory-based 
courses 
●​ Physics 
●​ Anatomy & Physiology 
●​ Forensic Science 
●​ Advanced Animal Science 

●​ Research & Design 

●​ Advanced Plant Science 

Social Studies—4 Credits World Geography, World History, U.S. 
History, Economics (.5 credit) & U.S. 
Government (.5 credit) 

World Geography, World History, U.S. 
History, Economics (.5 credit) & U.S. 
Government (.5 credit) 

Fine Arts 1 Credit 1 Credit 

Languages other than 
English — 2 Credits 

 
2 Credits of the same language 

 
2 Credits of the same language 

Physical Education 1 Credit 1 Credit 

Electives — 6 
credits 

May Include CTE or certification courses. 
Credit requirement specific to at least one 
endorsement. 

May Include CTE or certification courses. 
Credit requirement specific to at least one 

endorsement. 

TOTAL 26 Credits (Including an Endorsement) 26 Credits (Including an 
Endorsement) 

Note: Any required courses do include the regular, Honors, AP, or DC courses. Please consult your Counselor for individual 
campus availability.  
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Foundation High School Program 

Endorsement Requirements 

Arts & Humanities: (see below) 

●​ Fine Arts (4 credits) a coherent sequence from 1 or 2 of the following: Band, 

Theatre, Art 

 
Business & Industry: (4 credits from below) 

●​ CTE Cluster (4 credits including 2 from same cluster, 1 advanced course, +1) Clusters include: 

*​ Ag, Food & Natural Resources 

*​ Arts, Audio/Video Technology & Communication 

*​ Business, Marketing, and Finance 

*​ Culinary Arts 

*​ Information Technology 

*​ Manufacturing 

 

Multidisciplinary: (4 credits from below) 

Foundation areas of English, Math, Science, and Social Studies (must have 4 credits in each and 

must include English IV, Chemistry and/or Physics 

 
Public Services: (4 credits from the clusters below—2 from one cluster, 1 advanced course, 

+1) 

●​ Education & Training 

●​ Health Sciences 
 
 

STEM: Foundation must include: Algebra II, Chemistry, and Physics 

●​ Math (5 credits) Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, +2 for which Algebra II is a prerequisite 

●​ Science (5 credits) Biology, Chemistry, Physics, +2 

​ ​ ​      
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​ ​ ​ Performance Acknowledgements 
 

A student may earn a Performance Acknowledgement for outstanding performance: 

*​ In dual credit courses 
*​ In bilingualism and biliteracy 
*​ On an AP test 
*​ On the PSAT, the SAT, or the ACT 
*​ ​For earning a nationally or internationally recognized business or industry certification or 

license. See your Counselor or CTE Director for a list of approved certifications or licenses 
 

A student may earn a Performance Acknowledgement on the student’s transcript for outstanding 
performance in dual credit courses by completing: 

*​ At least 12 hours of college academic courses, including those taken for dual credit as part 
of the Texas core curriculum, and advanced technical courses, with a grade of the 
equivalent of 3.0 or higher on a 4.0 scale OR 

*​ An Associate Degree while in high school 
 

A student may earn a Performance Acknowledgement in bilingualism and biliteracy by demonstrating 
proficiency in accordance with PCISD grading policy in two or more languages by: 

*​ Completing all English language arts requirements and maintaining a minimum grade point 
average (GPA) of the equivalent of 80 on a scale of 100; AND 

*​ Completion of a minimum of three credits in the same language in a language other than 
English with a minimum GPA of the equivalent of 80 on a scale of 100 

*​ In addition to the above two requirements to earn a Performance Acknowledgement in 
bilingualism and biliteracy, an English Language Learner must also have: 

*Participated in and met the exit criteria for a bilingual or English as a second 
language (ESL) program; AND 

*Scored at the Advanced High level on the Texas English Language Proficiency 
Assessment System (TELPAS) 

 
A student may earn a Performance Acknowledgement on the student’s transcript for outstanding 
performance on a College Board Advanced Placement test by earning a score of 3 or above. 

 
A student may earn a Performance Acknowledgement on the student’s transcript for outstanding 
performance on the PSAT, the SAT, or the ACT by: 

*​ Earning a score on the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test 
(PSAT/ NMSQT) that qualifies the student for recognition as a commended scholar or 
higher by the College Board and National Merit Scholarship Corporation, as part of the 
National His-panic Recognition Program (NHRP) of the College Board or as part of the 
National Achievement Scholarship Program of the National Merit Scholarship Corporation 

*​ Earning a total score of at least 1350 on the SAT; OR 

*​ Earning a composite score on the ACT examination of 29 (excluding the writing sub score). 
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ACADEMIC INFORMATION 
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 ​ ​ ​ ​ SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
 

Honors Courses 

Honors courses are advanced courses designed to better prepare students for college. These 
courses are more rigorous than the regular courses. Honors courses are weighted as 5-point 
courses on the weighted GPA scale. 

 
English I Honors Biology Honors World Geography Honors 
English II Honors Chemistry Honors World History Honors 
English III Honors Physics Honors U.S. History Honors 
English IV Honors A&P Honors Govt/Econ Honors 
Pre-Cal Honors 
Calculus Honors 
College Prep Math 

  

Correspondence Courses 

Students are allowed to earn credit through correspondence courses. Courses are designed around the 
re-quired course curriculum outlined and approved by TEA. If transcripts from TTU have not been 
received by the end of the Sophomore year for languages other than English, the student will be placed 
in a Language course their Junior year. Graduating students enrolled in correspondence courses to earn 
credits for graduation shall complete the course and submit the grade for recording at least 30 days prior 
to graduation in or-der to be eligible for graduation in May. A maximum of two (2) courses may be earned 
through correspondence. Correspondence courses may be taken only through Texas Tech University. 
Prior approval of the Counselor must be obtained in order to receive credit through correspondence. The 
student or parent must pay the cost of each course. PCISD does not fund the cost of these courses. 
Correspondence courses will not earn grade points for ranking purposes. 

 
Gifted/Talented Program 

 
Gifted students perform at or show the potential for performing at a remarkably high level of accomplishment 
when compared to others of the same age, experience, or environment. Pewitt CISD gifted students may 
receive services through honors classes. 
 

Special Education 
 
Special education and related services are a part of a free, appropriate public education designed to meet the 
unique needs of students with disabilities. The mission of special education at PCISD is to create a learning 
environment through a unified educational system which respects and values all students. The primary focus 
of PCISD special education programs is first and foremost the provision of services that will ensure each 
student’s success. 
 
Special education students are those whose identified disabilities are so limiting as to require the provision of 
special services in addition to, or in place of, instruction in the regular classroom. Students with disabilities 
have equal access to compensatory, remedial, tutorial, and other appropriate programs available to students 
without disabilities. Students are identified and served by special education through the utilization of the 
child-centered process and are educated with their peers (as appropriate) who do not have disabilities. 
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Special education provides all students with disabilities full educational opportunity through the utilization of a 
wide range of instructional arrangements and programs. Services are provided to students who are disabled 
beginning on their 3rd birthday and who have not reached their 22nd birthday by September 1 of the current 
scholastic year. Students who are identified as having a visual or auditory impairment may begin services at 
birth.​ ​ ​  
 
Instruction is designed to help the student most effectively develop those skills and concepts necessary for 
independent functioning. Emphasis is placed upon determining first the academic and affective strengths and 
deficits, then prescribing those learning activities which foster the development of those skills and concepts. 
Because students differ both in the preferred modality of learning and in levels of functioning, a variety of 
methods, materials, and techniques are utilized, with the Admission, Review, and Dismissal Committee 
determining which are most beneficial for the individual student's growth in mastery of skills and in acquisition 
of compensatory behaviors.  
 

Limited English Proficiency 
 
Students who have been identified as limited English proficient may participate in a special language program 
that is an integral part of the total school program. The program emphasizes the mastery of basic English 
language skills so that students will be able to participate effectively in the regular school program as soon as 
practical. 
 

Earning College Credit in High School 
 

Earning College Credit 
Students at Pewitt High School have the opportunity to earn college credit while in high school by access to 
dual credit courses. 
 
Dual Credit programs can be used in a variety of combinations based on student preferences to meet 
graduation requirements. Students are responsible for ensuring that the college that they are planning to 
attend will accept or will award credit for the college-level courses. 
 
Students who participate in college-level courses will be expected to: 

●​ Work independently 
●​ Commit to reading, research, and hard work 
●​ Demonstrate above average ability in oral and written expression 
●​ Deal with sophisticated concepts maturely 
●​ Think critically and creatively 
●​ Respond positively to challenging situations 
●​ Prioritize activities and set personal deadlines 
●​ Manage study time and complete assignments 
●​ Deal personally and directly with the instructor to discuss problems and questions 
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Dual Credit Program 
 

 
What is the Dual Credit Program? 
The Dual Credit program allows high school students the opportunity to enroll in college-level courses and to 
earn high school as well as college credit for the completed coursework. The program provides a continuum of 
learning from high school to college for those students who choose to pursue a post-secondary degree or 
certificate after high school graduation. This continuum will increase opportunities for students to progress 
through their programs of study at an accelerated pace. Students are enrolled in a high school class, which 
may be taught by a college instructor or by a high school instructor employed by the college. The class can be 
located on the high school campus or at NTCC and must meet and exceed the Texas Essential Knowledge 
and skills (TEKS) of the State Board of Education (SBOE).  
 
What are the advantages of taking a dual credit course? 
The Dual Credit Program allows students to shorten the time required to complete an undergraduate degree. It 
also eliminates the duplication of courses taken in high school and in college. The advanced curriculum 
provides a background for students that will sharpen their academic preparedness for college. At the same 
time, the program expands the options available for college-bound students. 
 
How is credit awarded? 
Credit may be given in a content area or as an elective to fulfill graduation requirements and to gain college 
credit. Credit for successfully completed college courses (a minimum of “C”) will be earned in one-half or 
one-unit increments. Students taking dual credit courses on the Pewitt campus will receive the actual 
numerical score as weighted high school credit (“Advanced” course weight). Students taking dual credit 
courses on the college campus will receive an unweighted grade. 
 
How are dual credit courses transferred for college credit? 
When choosing which courses to take as dual credit, the best option for students is to choose courses that fit 
into the core curriculum of the college or university offering the dual credit program. Courses that fulfill the core 
curriculum of a public college or university are guaranteed to transfer to any other public college or university in 
Texas by state law. For additional dual credit courses, students should contact the college or university that 
they plan to attend to determine how that institution will grant credit for the course. 
 
What are the costs involved in taking a course? 
Students and/or parents assume full financial responsibility for the cost (lab fees, books, etc.) of dual 
enrollment classes. This includes tuition, fees, books, materials, travel, and any other related costs and will be 
in accordance with the cost-per-hour charges assessed by the college. NTCC does offer scholarships for 
qualifying students. See the counselor for more details. 
 
What are the approved dual credit courses?  
See the approved dual credit courses in the crosswalk in the following pages.  No other course work completed at 
the college will be recorded on the high school transcript or given grade points for ranking purposes. Students 
wishing to receive accommodations in a dual credit class must contact NTCC. 

 
 

DUAL CREDIT ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
 
Students enrolling in a dual credit course must meet the following entrance requirements: 

1.​ completion of prerequisite courses, 
2.​ a qualifying score on a specified assessment for college readiness, and  
3.​ classification as a junior or senior in high school (unless enrolled in the college academy program). 
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ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENTS FOR STUDENTS 
 

ASSESSMEN
T 

REQUIREMENTS 

TSIA2 English Language Arts 
If you score in the range of 945-990 on the multiple-choice CRC Test and a 5 or higher on the essay 
test, or if you score below 945 on the multiple-choice CRC Test, receive a diagnostic level of 5 or higher 
on the Diagnostic Test, and score of 5 or higher on the Essay Test.  
Math 
If you score in the range of 950-990 on the CRC Test or if you score below 950 on the CRC Test but 
receive a diagnostic level of 6 on the Diagnostic Test. 

ACT ACT administered prior to February 15, 2023: composite score of 23 with a minimum of 19 on the 
English test shall be exempt for both the reading and writing sections of the TSI Assessment, and/or 19 
on the mathematics test shall be exempt for the mathematics section of the TSI Assessment; 
 
ACT administered on or after February 15, 2023: a combined score of 40 on the English and Reading 
(E+R) tests shall be exempt for both reading and writing or ELAR sections of the TSI Assessment. A 
score of 22 on the mathematics test shall be exempt for the mathematics section of the TSI 
Assessment. There is no composite score.  

SAT A minimum score of 480 on Evidence-Based Reading and Writing (EBRW) test. A minimum score of 530 
on the mathematics test. 

 
                       CROSSWALK AND COURSES ELIGIBLE FOR DUAL CREDIT 
Students who are entering the 9th grade, in the appropriate pathway, are eligible to take these courses during 
their time in high school.  
Please note that this list could change depending upon course change information. 
EXAMINATIONS FOR ACCELERATION OR CREDIT RECOVERY 
 

PEWITT HIGH SCHOOL ACADEMIC GUIDE 2026-2027 

Pewitt Course NTCC Course 

College Academy  EDUC 1300 – Learning Frameworks/SPCH 1315 - Public Speaking 

State required Fine Arts credit  ARTS 1301 - Art Appreciation 
DRAM 1310 - Intro to Theatre 
MUSI 1306 - Music Appreciation 

United State History (typically taken 
junior year) 

HIST 1301 - United States History 1 / HIST 1302 - United States History 2  

Government and Economics GOVT 2305 - Federal Government/ ECON 2301 - Principles of Macroeconomics 

English 3 ENGL 1301 - English Composition 1/ ENGL 1302 - English Composition 2 

English 4 ENGL 2322 - British Literature 1/ENGL 2323 - British Literature 2 
ENGL 2311 - Technical and Business Writing (General Students)  

Algebra 2 MATH 1314 - College Algebra 

Pre-Cal MATH 2412 – Pre-Calculus 

Calculus MATH 2413 – Calculus I/ MATH 2414 – Calculus II 

Physics PHYS 1401 / PHYS 1402 – General Physics II OR PHYS 1303/PHYS 1304 Star & Galaxies/Solar Systems 
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Texas Government GOVT 2306 

Advanced Animal Science AGRI 1419 - Introduction to Animal Science (3hrs - whole year) 

Advanced Plant and Soil Science AGRI 1415 - Horticulture 

Agricultural Mechanics Metal 
Technologies/Lab  

WLDG 1421 - Introduction to Welding Fundamentals 

Agricultural Equipment Design and 
Fabrication  

WLDG 1425 - Introduction to Oxy-Fuel Welding and Cutting 

Psychology PSYC 2301 – Intro to Psychology (2nd Semester) 

Sociology SOCI 1301 – Intro to Sociology (1st semester) 

Humanities PHIL 1301 - Intro to Philosophy/ PHIL 2306 – Intro to Ethics 

Spanish 2 SPAN 1411 – Beginning Spanish I/ SPAN 1412 – Beginning Spanish II (If needed in degree plan) 

Astronomy PHYS 1303 - Stars and Galaxies/ PHYS 1304 - Solar System 

Medterm MDCA1313 - Medterm / MDCA 1343 - Medical Insurance 

NTCA Dual Credit Courses 

Computer Science I BCIS 1305 - Business Computer App/ COSC 1301 - Intro to Computing 

Computer Science II COSC 1336 – Programming Fundamentals I/ COSC 1337 - Programming Fundamentals II 

Practicum in Information Technology COSC 2336 – Programming Fundamentals III/ COSC 1315 – Fundamentals of Programming in Java 

Foundations of Business 
Communication and Technologies 

BUSI 1301 – Business Principles/ BCIS 1305 - Business Computer App 

Business Communications and 
Technologies 

BUSI 1307 – Personal Finance/ BMGT 1341 – Business Ethics 

Business Management BUSI 2309 – Business Leadership/ LMGT1319 – Intro to Business Logistics 

Practicum of Business Management LMGT 1325 – Warehouse and Distribution Center Management/ LMGT 1321 – Intro to Materials Handling 

Principles of Manufacturing MFGT 1302 – Intro to Automated Manufacturing/ BMGT 1331 – Production and Operations Management 

Electrical Technology I ELPT 1311 Basic Electrical Theory/ ELPT 1341 – Motor Control 

Practicum of Manufacturing I 
(Technician) 

INMT 1305 – Intro to Industrial Maintenance/ HYDR 1345 – Hydraulics and Pneumatics/ CBFM 2317 – 
Mechanical Maintenance/ ELPT 2319 – Programmable Logic Controller 

Practicum of Manufacturing II 
(Technician)  

ELPT 2355 – Programmable Logic Controller II/ INTC 1357 – AC/DC Motor Control 

HVAC I (Air Conditioning Technician) ELPT 1311 – Basic Electrical Theory/ HART 1303 – Air Conditioning Control Principles 

Practicum in Manufacturing I (Air 
Conditioning Technician) 

INMT 1305 – Intro to Industrial Maintenance/ HART 1310 – HVAC Shop Practices and Tools/ HART 1356 – 
EPA Recovery Certification Preparation/ HART 1341 – Residential Air Conditioning 

Practicum in Manufacturing II (Air 
Conditioning Technician) 

CBFM 2317 – Mechanical Maintenance/ ELPT 1341 – Motor Control 
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According to Texas State Board of Education rules, school districts must offer Examinations for Acceleration 
(EA) or credit recovery. Tests for acceleration and/or credit recovery are available to students who wish to test 
for advancement to the next grade level or receive credit for a high school course for which he or she has/or 
has not had no prior instruction. Pewitt CISD will offer examinations for acceleration for current kindergarten 
through twelfth grade students during the allotted times (listed in the table below). 
 
A student may not attempt more than two times to receive credit on the basis of an examination. 
 
In accordance with Texas Education Law and Pewitt CISD policy/regulations, students must meet the following 
criteria to be eligible to take an exam for acceleration: 

GRADES 1-5 GRADES 6-12 

1. Comply with the deadlines stated in this letter 1. Comply with the deadlines stated in this letter 

2. Request an Exam for Acceleration Form 2. Request an Exam for Acceleration Form 

3. Have recommendation from a school district 
representative that the student be accelerated 

3. Must have successfully completed or be 
enrolled in the prerequisite course for the 
requested exam 

4. Return Exam for Acceleration Form to school 
by published deadline 

4. Return Exam for Acceleration Form to school by 
published deadline 

 
To receive credit for acceleration, a student must score 80% or above on each examination. Upon meeting 
these test requirements, a student may advance one grade level. A student must score 70% or above to 
receive credit for a high school course in which they have had prior instruction. Students without prior 
instruction must score 80% or above to receive credit for a high school course for the 2026-2027 school year. 
Acceleration/Credit exams are very difficult. Please discuss all other possibilities of classroom acceleration with 
your child’s teacher or counselor before requesting this strenuous testing process. Requests will be accepted 
through the following dates: 
 

REQUEST DEADLINE TESTING DATES 

                          July 30, 2026 September 14-17, 2026 

September 30, 2026 January 11-14, 2027 

February 28, 2027 April 5-8, 2027 

April 30, 2027 July 19-20, 2027 
 
No requests will be accepted after the published deadlines for test administrations. 
 
If you have questions concerning the examinations for acceleration and credit, please contact the principal or 
counselor of the school your student attends. 
 
CREDIT BY EXAMINATION WITH PRIOR INSTRUCTION 
PCISD students have the option of recovering credit after failing a course. Students must follow the district procedures and 
schedule for taking a CBE and must score “70” or above to receive credit. The district will offer four testing dates in the 
calendar year. Students may choose from one of these dates and must submit a written request to the campus principal. If 
a student is awarded credit by examination, the score attained on the exam is recorded on the student’s Academic 
Achievement Record. For students in grades 9-12, this score is unweighted for class rank. 
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“ON TIME” GRADUATION 
Once a student enters high school, graduation generally occurs after a four-year course of study. Students who 
fail a course and do not recover credit for the course during the following summer session or through Credit by 
Examination will find it difficult to graduate within this timeframe. The principal may make an exception, 
allowing a student to enroll in summer school for acceleration, so that the student can graduate at the end of 
the fourth year in high school.  

Exam for Acceleration/Credit Recovery Form 

PEWITT HIGH SCHOOL ACADEMIC GUIDE 2026-2027 

Student Name:   Campus:   

Current Grade:   Local ID#:   

Date of Birth:   

Address:   

Phone Number:   

Test Requested: 
(Grade Level or Course) 

  

I give my student permission to participate in the exam for acceleration/credit recovery. 

Parent Signature: 

Date: 

Criteria 

Grades 1 - 5 
1. Comply with the deadlines stated in this letter 

Grades 9 - 12 
1. Comply with the deadlines stated in this letter 

2. Request an Exam for Acceleration Form 2. Request an Exam for Acceleration Form 

3. Have recommendation from a school district 
representative that the student be accelerated 

3. Must have successfully completed or be enrolled in the 
prerequisite course for the requested exam 

4. Return Exam for Acceleration Form to school by 
published deadline 

4. Return Exam for Acceleration Form to school by published 
deadline 

Testing Information 

Request Deadline Testing Date 

July 30, 2026 September 14-17, 2026 

September 30, 2026 January 11-14, 2027 

February 28, 2027 April 5-8, 2027 

April 30, 2027 July 19-20, 2027 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

  
Form Received By: 

    
Date: 

  

 Approved By:    Date:   
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Physical Education Graduation Requirement 
 

Students are required to satisfy a 1 credit graduation requirement for physical education. Students may earn 
up to 4 full state credits in physical education. Students may satisfy the physical education graduation 
requirement in several ways.  
 

1.​ By taking a physical education course 
Students should take Foundations of Personal Fitness first. The other PE requirements could be 
fulfilled with courses located under the physical education page in this guide. 

2.​ By taking a course which counts as a physical education waiver 
For these courses, students do NOT receive PE credit on their transcripts. Their PE obligation is 
reduced one-half credit each time they complete a semester’s work in the PE waiver activity. Students 
receive the regular academic credit on their academic achievement record for these physical 
education waiver courses: 
​ Band I, II, III, IV (1st semester only) 

 
Textbooks/Chromebooks 

 
Textbooks and Chromebooks are the property of the district and are issued to students free of charge. Each 
student is responsible for paying for lost or damaged items. 
 

Automatic Admission to Texas Public Universities 
 

Under the Automatic Admission policy (Texas Education Code §51.803), Texas students may be eligible for 
automatic admission to a state college or university as an undergraduate student if they meet certain criteria. 
To qualify for automatic admission, a student must: 
​
 

1.​ earn a grade point average in the top 10 percent* of his/her high school graduating class, 
2.​ graduate from a Texas public or private high school (or, if the student is a Texas resident, from a high 

school operated by the U.S. Department of Defense), 
3.​ successfully complete the requirements for the Recommended High School Program (RHSP) or the 

Distinguished Achievement Program (DAP) (or the equivalent if enrolled in private school) or achieve 
the Distinguished Level of Achievement on the Foundation Plan or satisfy ACT’s College Readiness 
Benchmarks on the ACT college entrance exam or earn a score of at least 1,500 out of 2,400 on the 
SAT college entrance exam, and 

4.​ apply for admission to a state college or university within the first two school years after graduation 
from high school.  

Students who meet the criteria for automatic admission must submit an application before the deadline set by 
the college or university to which they are applying. Students must also provide a high school transcript or 
diploma that indicates whether they have satisfied or are on schedule to satisfy the requirements of the RHSP 
or DAP or Distinguished Level of Achievement on the Foundation Plan.​  

This automatic admission program has been modified by the 81st Legislature for admission to The University of 
Texas at Austin (UT). Under the new law, the University is to admit automatically enough students to fill 75% of 
available spaces set aside for Texas residents in an entering freshman class. Using data from recent years, the 
University has determined that automatically admitting students in the top 8% of their high school graduating 
class to the 2018 entering freshman class will fill 75% of available spaces. As a result, the University will 
automatically admit all eligible 2018 summer/fall freshman applicants who rank within the top 8% of their high 
school graduating classes, with remaining spaces to be filled through holistic review. Students and parents 
should contact the Academic Advisor for further information about the application process and deadlines. 
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Grade Level Classification 

Changes in grade level classification shall be made prior to the beginning of the fall semester. Students will be 
classified according to the following criteria: 

Sophomore (10th) - 6 - 11.5 credits earned and entering second year in an accredited high school​
Junior (11th) - 12 - 17.5 credits and entering third year in an accredited high school​
Senior (12th) - 18 or above credits, entering at least third year in accredited high school declaring 
intent to graduate during the current school year 

Students transferring into the District will be classified according to the documented number of credits earned 
by the date of transfer and by the number of years in attendance in an accredited high school as listed above. 
If no official transcript is available by the date of enrollment, a transfer student will be enrolled as a freshman 
and will be placed in freshman-level classes, pending receipt of the official transcript. 

Promotion standards, as established by the Individual Education Plan (IEP), or grade-level classification of 
students eligible for special education shall be determined by the ARD committee.  

Class Rank 
 

Class rank for students will be calculated by averaging semester grades earned in grades 9-12. The numeric 
semester average will earn grade points according to the District weighted grade point scale. 
 
 

Course Weight Courses 

5.0 Advanced Courses 

4.0 General  

3.0 Basic 

Unweighted Dual Credit Outside of traditional school 
Local Electives 
Credit Recovery 
Credit by Exam 

 
Graduation 

 
For the purpose of determining honors to be conferred during the graduation activities, the District shall 
calculate class rank at the end of the third nine weeks grading period of the senior year. The third nine weeks 
grades shall be used as the semester grade for this purpose.​ ​  

For the purpose of applications to institutions of higher education, the District shall also calculate class rank as 
required by state law. The District’s eligibility criteria for local graduation honors shall apply only for local 
recognitions and shall not restrict class rank for the purpose of automatic admission under state law.​
​ ​  

The valedictorian and salutatorian shall be the eligible students with the highest and second highest rank, 
respectively. To be eligible for such recognition, a student must:  
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1.​ Have been continuously enrolled in the district high school for the two school years immediately 
preceding graduation; and 

2.​ Have completed the Recommended Program, the Advanced/Distinguished Achievement Program, the 
foundation program with at least one endorsement. 

In case of a tie in weighted grade averages after calculation to the thousandths place, the District shall apply 
the following methods, in this order, to determine recognition as valedictorian or salutatorian: 

1.​ The weighted grade average shall be computed to a sufficient number of decimal places until the tie is 
broken; or 

2.​ If a tie still remains, the student with the highest numerical grade average of all AP courses taken shall 
be the valedictorian. 

The District shall recognize as an honor graduate a student who: 

1.​ Has maintained a numerical average of 90 or higher throughout high school, except for the last nine 
weeks of the senior year; and 

2.​ Has completed the Recommended Program, the Advanced/Distinguished Achievement Program, the 
foundation program with at least one endorsement, or the foundation program with the distinguished 
level of achievement. 

The District shall recognize at the graduation ceremony the ten highest-ranking students in the graduating 
class. Those students must have completed the Recommended Program, the Advanced/Distinguished 
Achievement Program, the foundation program with at least one endorsement, or the foundation program with 
the distinguished level of achievement. 

Financial Aid Application Requirement 
Before graduating from high school, each student must complete and submit an application for financial aid for 
post-secondary education. Students must complete and submit either a free application for federal student aid 
(FAFSA) or a Texas application for state financial aid (TASFA). 
FAFSA Completion Resources 

●​ Scheduled Parent/Student FAFSA/TASFA day at the High School Campus 
●​ Scheduled Meeting with High School Counselor 
●​ www.studentaid.gov 

A student is not required to complete and submit a FAFSA or TASFA if: 
●​ The student’s parent submits a form provided by the district indicating that the parent authorizes the 

student to opt out 
●​ A student who is 18 years of age or older or a legally independent minor submits a form provided by 

the district indicating that the student opts out 
●​ A school counselor authorizes the student to opt out for good cause 

Please contact the school counselor for more information. 
To confirm that a student has completed and submitted a FAFSA or TASFA, the student must submit one of the 
following: 

●​ A screenshot that includes the processed date field of the FAFSA ApplyTexas Counselor Suite 
●​ Notification, such as a copy of an email, from the United States Department of Education verifying 

completion of the FAFSA 
●​ A copy or screenshot of the FAFSA acknowledgment page 
●​ A screenshot of the TASFA submission acknowledgment page (from those institutions that offer an 

electronic form) 
●​ An acknowledgment receipt from an institution of higher education (IHE) 
●​ A copy of a financial aid award letter from an IHE 
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State Testing Requirements 
 

The State of Texas has transitioned to a new state assessment system, the State of Texas Assessment of 
Academic Readiness (STAAR), which replaced the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) for 
students who enter grade 9 in 2011 - 2025. Students who enter grade 9 in 2026 will not be required to take 
English II STAAR. Students must satisfy the requirements of the STAAR to meet state graduation 
requirements. 
 
Students are required to take five end-of-course (EOC) tests in the four foundation content areas listed below: 
Subject Area End-of-Course Exam 

English Language Arts English 1 and English 2 

Mathematics Algebra 1 

Science Biology 

Social Studies U.S. History 
 
The STAAR EOCs, which are aligned to college and career readiness, measure student performance and 
academic growth. 
 
EOC Requirements for Graduation 
To determine a student’s performance, four levels of student performance will be used: 

●​ Level I - Did Not Meet Standard 
●​ Level II - Approaching Grade Level Performance 
●​ Level III - Meets Grade Level Performance 
●​ Level IV - Masters Grade Level Performance 

To meet the State graduation requirements for assessment, a student must achieve the approaching grade 
level performance level on each of the five assessments. 
 

Testing 
 

PSAT 8/9 
The PSAT 8/9 is a test for 8th and 9th grade students that will help you and your teachers determine what you 
need to work on the most so you are ready for college when you graduate from high school. It tests the same 
skills as the SAT, PSAT/NMSQT and PSAT10–in a way that makes sense for your grade level.​ ​  
PSAT/NMSQT 
The PSAT/NMSQT is a test for 10th and 11th grade students administered by College Board and cosponsored 
by the National Merit Scholarship Corporation in the U.S. The test helps students and their teachers to 
determine what you need to work on the most to prepare you for college when you graduate from high school. 
It tests the same skills as the SAT. 
 
SAT 
The SAT is a test for 11th and 12th grade students administered by College Board. The SAT is an entrance exam 
assessing Reading/Writing and Math skills, used by Texas schools for admissions and college readiness, as noted by 
the Texas Education Agency. The SAT is administered to PHS Juniors in Spring 
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Texas Student Initiative (TSIA2) Math/ELAR 
The TSI is a state-legislated program designed to improve student success in college. Part of the program is 
an assessment to determine your basic skills in reading, mathematics, and writing. Students planning on 
attending a junior college must take the TSI assessments before enrolling in college courses.​  
 
 
ASVAB 
The ASVAB is a multiple-aptitude battery that measures developed abilities and helps predict future academic 
and occupational success in the military. It is administered annually to students in the junior class.  
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
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COURSES DEFINED FOR GPA 
 

The following provisions shall apply to students in the graduating class of 2026 and after. 
 
The following courses will not be included in class rank or GPA: credit connection course; courses taken in 
junior high, summer school courses; remediation courses; credit by exam. 
 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) 
 

ADVANCED COURSES (A) 
 

GENERAL COURSES (G) 
 

The District shall convert semester grades earned in eligible courses to grade points in 
accordance with the following chart and shall calculate a weighted grade point average 

(GPA): 

Grade AP Advanced General 

100 6.0 5.0 4.0 

99 5.9 4.9 3.9 

98 5.8 4.8 3.8 

97 5.7 4.7 3.7 

96 5.6 4.6 3.6 

95 5.5 4.5 3.5 

94 5.4 4.4 3.4 

93 5.3 4.3 3.3 

92 5.2 4.2 3.2 

91 5.1 4.1 3.1 

90 5.0 4.0 3.0 

89 4.9 3.9 2.9 

88 4.8 3.8 2.8 

87 4.7 3.7 2.7 

86 4.6 3.6 2.6 

85 4.5 3.5 2.5 

84 4.4 3.4 2.4 
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83 4.3 3.3 2.3 

82 4.2 3.2 2.2 

81 4.1 3.1 2.1 

80 4.0 3.0 2.0 

79 3.9 2.9 1.9 

78 3.8 2.8 1.8 

77 3.7 2.7 1.7 

76 3.6 2.6 1.6 

75 3.5 2.5 1.5 

74 3.4 2.4 1.4 

73 3.3 2.3 1.3 

72 3.2 2.2 1.2 

71 3.1 2.1 1.1 

70 3.0 2.0 1.0 

Below 70 0 0 0 
 

Courses not included in class rank: STAAR EOC remediation courses, credit by exam, Correspondence courses, 

courses completed in summer school, courses completed in junior high, Study Hall, Office/Teacher Aide, Early 

Release period, and others designated in this course guide.  
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
 

English - General Description 
Students enrolled in English I-IV continue to increase and to refine their communication skills. High school 
students are expected to plan, draft, and complete written compositions on a regular basis. Students edit their 
papers for clarity, engaging language, and the correct use of the conventions and mechanics of written English 
and produce final, error-free drafts. 
 
English I 
Students practice all forms of writing in this course. An emphasis is placed on organizing logical arguments 
with clearly expressed related definitions, thesis, and evidence. Students write to persuade, to report and to 
describe. English I students read extensively in multiple genres from world literature such as reading selected 
stories, dramas, novels, and poetry originally written in English or translated to English from oriental, classical 
Greek, European, African, South American, and North American cultures. Students interpret the possible 
influences of the historical context on a literary work.  
Grade: 9 
Prerequisite: None 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: G 
 
English I Honors 
This course provides in-depth studies of literary units by genre, including poetry, drama, nonfiction, short 
stories, research, and novels. Students will engage in critical reading and will write in a variety of forms, with 
special emphasis on literary units by genre, including poetry, drama, nonfiction, short stories, research, and 
novels. 
Grade: 9 
Prerequisite: None 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: A  
 
English II 
Students practice all forms of writing in this course. An emphasis is placed on persuasive forms of writing such 
as logical arguments, expressions of opinion, and personal forms of writing. These personal forms of writing 
may include a response to literature, a reflective essay, or an autobiographical narrative. English II students 
read extensively in multiple genres from world literature such as reading selected stories, dramas, novels, and 
poetry originally written in English or translated to English from oriental, classical Greek, European, African, 
South American, and North American cultures. Students learn literary forms and terms associated with 
selections being read. Students interpret the possible influences of the historical context on a literary work. 
Grade: 10 
Prerequisite: English 1 
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Credit: 1 
Course Weight: G 
 
English II Honors 
This course provides in-depth studies of thematic literary units that combine poetry, drama, nonfiction, short 
stories, research, and novels. Students will engage in critical reading and will write in a variety of forms, with 
special emphasis on literary analysis and persuasive essays. 
Grade: 10 
Prerequisite: English I 
Recommended: English I H 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: A 
 
English III 
Students practice all forms of writing in this course. An emphasis is placed on business forms of writing such 
as the report, the business memo, the narrative of a procedure, the summary or abstract, and the resume. 
English III students read extensively in multiple genres from American literature and other world literature. 
Periods from American literature may include the pre-colonial period, colonial and revolutionary periods, 
romanticism and idealism, realism and naturalism, early 20th century, and late 20th century. Students learn 
literary forms and terms associated with selections being read. Students interpret the possible influences of the 
historical context on a literary work.​ ​  
Grade: 11 
Prerequisite: English II 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: G 
 
English III Honors 
This course engages students to become skilled readers of prose written in a variety of periods, disciplines, 
and rhetorical contexts and in becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes. Both their 
writing and their reading should make students aware of the interactions among a writer’s purposes, audience 
expectations, and subjects as well as the way generic conventions and the resources of language contribute to 
effectiveness in writing.  
Grade: 11 
Prerequisite: English II 
Recommended: English II H 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: A 
 
English IV 
Students are expected to write in a variety of forms, including business, personal, literary, and persuasive 
texts. English IV students read extensively in multiple genres from British literature and other world literature. 
Periods from British literature may include the old English period, medieval period, English renaissance, 17th 

century, 18th century, romantic period, Victorian period, and modern and postmodern period. Students learn 
literary forms and terms associated with selections being read. Students interpret the possible influences of the 
historical context on a literary work.  
Grade: 12 
Prerequisite: English III 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: G 
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English IV Honors 
This course is designed to engage students in the careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature. 
Through the close reading of selected texts, students will deepen their understanding of the way’s writers use 
language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers. As they read, students will consider a work’s 
structure, style, and themes as well as such elements as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, 
and tone. The course will include intensive study of representative works from various genres and periods. 
Writing assignments will focus on the critical analysis of literature and will include expository, analytical, and 
argumentative essays as well as well- constructed, creative writing assignments. Emphasis will be placed on 
helping students develop stylistic maturity. 
Grade: 12 
Prerequisite: English III 
Recommended: English III H 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: A 
 
English III DC 
English 1301 Composition and Rhetoric I (Credit: 3 college hours) 
English 1302 Composition and Rhetoric II (Credit: 3 college hours) 
This course provides the opportunity for students to receive both high school and college credit at the same 
time. Students who enter this course must meet the enrollment criteria of Northeast Texas Community College 
and must pay their tuition at NTCC for three hours of college credit each semester. Grades will be recorded 
both at Pewitt High School and at NTCC and will appear on each institution’s transcript. During the first 
semester, the course will include an intensive study of writing and reading skills, including research techniques. 
The second semester content will emphasize reading, critical thinking, research skills, and writing about 
various genres of literature. 
Grade 11-12 
Prerequisite: English II; college entrance requirements 
Credit: 1 (high school) 
Course Weight: A 
 
English IV DC 
English 2322 British Literature I (Credit: 3 college hours) 
English 2323 British Literature II (Credit: 3 college hours) 
This course provides the opportunity for students to receive both high school and college credit at the same 
time. Students who enter this course must meet the enrollment criteria of Northeast Texas Community College 
and must pay their tuition at NTCC for three hours of college credit each semester. Grades will be recorded 
both at Pewitt High School and at NTCC and will appear on each institution’s transcript. During the first 
semester, this course will involve a survey of the development of British literature from the Anglo-Saxon period 
to the Eighteenth Century. Students will study works of prose, poetry, drama, and fiction in relation to their 
historical, linguistic, and cultural contexts. Texts will be selected from a diverse group of authors and traditions. 
The second semester will comprise a survey of the development of British literature from the Romantic period 
to the present. Students will study works of prose, poetry, drama, and fiction in relation to their historical and 
cultural contexts. Texts will be selected from a diverse group of authors and traditions. 
Grade: 12 
Prerequisite: English III DC; college entrance requirements 
Credit: 1 (high school) 
Course Weight: A 
 
 
 
 

PEWITT HIGH SCHOOL ACADEMIC GUIDE 2026-2027 



29 
 
English IV DC 
English 2311Technical and Business Writing (Credit: 3 college hours) 
This course provides the opportunity for students to receive both high school and college credit at the same 
time. Students who enter this course must meet the enrollment criteria of Northeast Texas Community College 
and must pay their tuition at NTCC for three hours of college credit each semester. Grades will be recorded 
both at Pewitt High School and at NTCC and will appear on each institution’s transcript. During the first 
semester, this course will focus on the types of documents necessary to make decisions and take action on the 
job, such as proposals, reports, instructions, policies and procedures, email messages, letters, and 
descriptions of products and services. Practice individual and collaborative processes involved in the creation 
of ethical and efficient documents.  
Grade: 12 
Prerequisite: English III  
Credit: 1 (high school) 
Course Weight: G  
 
 

 
WRITING/ELA SKILLS 

 
Practical Writing Skills 
This course emphasizes skill in the use of conventions and mechanics of written English, the appropriate and 
effective application of English grammar, and the effective use of vocabulary. Students are expected to 
understand the recursive nature of the writing process. Evaluation of students’ own writing as well as the 
writing of others ensures that students completing this course are able to analyze and evaluate their writing.
​  
Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisite: None 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: Unweighted 
 
 
 
Practical Writing Skills 2 
This course is designed for students who need instruction in fundamental writing skills. This includes 
developing skills in the use of conventions and mechanics of written English, the appropriate and effective 
application of English grammar, and the effective use of vocabulary. 
Grade: 10-12 
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MATHEMATICS 
 

Algebra 1 
Algebra I provides the foundation concepts for high school mathematics. Students will be introduced to 
algebraic thinking and will use symbols to study relationships among quantities. They will be introduced to the 
relationship between equations and functions and will receive the tools for algebraic thinking as well as the 
training to use technology to model mathematical situations to solve meaningful problems. Foundations will be 
laid for all functions, with emphasis on linear and quadratic. 
Grade: 9-12 
Prerequisite: None 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: G 
 
Algebraic Reasoning 
Algebraic Reasoning allows students to broaden their knowledge of functions and relationships, including 
linear, quadratic, square root, rational, cubic, cube root, exponential, absolute value, and logarithmic functions. 
Students will study these functions through analysis and application that includes explorations of patterns and 
structure, number and algebraic methods, and modeling from data using tools that build to the workforce and 
college readiness such as probes, measurement tools, and software tools, including spreadsheets. 
Grade: 9-12 
Prerequisite: Algebra 1 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: G 
 
Geometry 
Geometry provides an opportunity to do geometric thinking and spatial reasoning. The student will study 
properties and relationships of all geometric figures relating to zero, one, two, and three dimensions and will be 
introduced to the relationship between geometry & other mathematics with other disciplines. 
Grade: 9-12 
Prerequisite: Algebra 1 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: G 
 
Geometry Honors 
Geometry Honors will teach the required course content of Geometry and will give students additional 
opportunities for a more in-depth exploration of the elements of geometry. Students will be able to 
independently investigate the effects of geometry on the real world with the use of computer-enhanced 
constructions and modeling. 
Grades: 9-12 
Prerequisite: Algebra 1 
Recommended: Algebra 1 Honors 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: A 
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Algebra II 
Algebra II allows students to continue to build on the algebraic skills of analysis of data and the foundations of 
Algebra I. It shows a connection between algebra and geometry and illustrates how the tools of one can be 
used to solve problems in the other. The course includes in-depth studies and applications of polynomial, 
rational, radical, exponential and logarithmic functions, and systems of equations using matrices. 
Grades: 10-12 
Prerequisites: Algebra 1, Geometry 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: G 
 
Algebra II Honors 
Algebra II Honors contains the required content of Algebra II and extends knowledge to include more extensive 
data analysis and problem solving necessary to be successful in the AP mathematics program. Students learn 
how to become successful independent thinkers and problem-solvers. The course includes in-depth studies 
and applications of polynomial, rational, radical, exponential and logarithmic functions, and systems of 
equations using matrices.  
Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisite: Algebra 1; Geometry 
Recommended: Algebra 1 Honors; Geometry Honors 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: A 
 
Algebra II DC 
This course provides the opportunity for students to receive both high school and college credit at the same 
time. Students who enter this course must meet the enrollment criteria of Northeast Texas Community College 
and must pay their tuition at NTCC for three hours of college credit each semester. Grades will be recorded 
both at Pewitt High School and at NTCC and will appear on each institution’s transcript. MATH1314 at NTCC 
will be completed in the 2nd semester. Algebra II DCcontains the required content of Algebra II and extends 
knowledge to include more extensive data analysis and problem solving necessary to be successful in the AP 
mathematics program. Students learn how to become successful independent thinkers and problem-solvers. 
The course includes in-depth studies and applications of polynomial, rational, radical, exponential and 
logarithmic functions, and systems of equations using matrices.  
Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisite: Algebra 1; Geometry 
Recommended: Algebra 1 Honors; Geometry Honors (Math TSIA2) 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: A 
 
Pre-Calculus  
Precalculus allows students to continue to build on the mathematical foundations laid in Algebra I, II, and 
Geometry. Students will use functions, equations, and limits as useful tools for expressing generalizations and 
as means for analyzing and understanding a broad variety of mathematical relationships. Students are 
expected to have a good working knowledge of a graphics calculator. 
Grade: 11-12 
Prerequisite: Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra II 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: A 
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Pre-Calculus DC 
This course provides the opportunity for students to receive both high school and college credit at the same 
time. Students who enter this course must meet the enrollment criteria of Northeast Texas Community College 
and must pay their tuition at NTCC for three hours of college credit each semester. Grades will be recorded 
both at Pewitt High School and at NTCC and will appear on each institution’s transcript. MATH 2412 at NTCC 
will be completed in the 1st semester. Precalculus DC allows students to continue to build on the mathematical 
foundations laid in Algebra I, II, and Geometry. Students will use functions, equations, and limits as useful tools 
for expressing generalizations and as means for analyzing and understanding a broad variety of mathematical 
relationships. Students are expected to have a good working knowledge of a graphics calculator. 
Grade: 11-12 
Prerequisite:Algebra II DC 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: A 
 
Calculus  
Calculus is a mathematics course that builds on the concepts learned in precalculus including multiple 
representations, applications and modeling, justification and proof, and computation in problem-solving 
contexts. This course is designed to expose students interested in pursuing a college major in business, 
engineering or the medical field to calculus concepts. 
Grade: 11-12 
Prerequisite: Precalculus 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: A 
 

MATH ELECTIVES 
Practical Math 
This course is designed for students who need to master fundamental math skills. These skills are taught in an 
effort to improve the student’s overall academic readiness. 
Grade: 9-12 
Prerequisite: EOC scores and teacher recommendation 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: Unweighted 
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SCIENCE 
 

Integrated Physics & Chemistry 
Learning about matter, energy, and technology and their involvement with all forms of life has become 
increasingly important for living in today’s complex world. Through laboratory and classroom experiences, 
students will integrate introductory concepts in chemistry and physics to life and earth sciences. Enrichment 
and application will be emphasized through use of experiments, research, critical thinking, problem-solving and 
multicultural connections. It will also integrate the disciplines of physics and chemistry in the following topics: 
motion, waves, transformations, properties of matter, changes in matter and solution chemistry. 
Grade: 9-10 
Prerequisite: None 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: G 
 
 
Biology 
In Biology, students conduct field and laboratory investigations, use scientific methods during investigations, 
and make informed decisions using critical-thinking and scientific problem-solving. Students in Biology study a 
variety of topics that include structures and functions of cells and viruses; growth and development of 
organisms; cells, tissues, and organs; nucleic acids and genetics; biological evolution; taxonomy; metabolism 
and energy transfers in living organisms; living systems; homeostasis; ecosystems; and plants and the 
environment. 
Grade: 9-11 
Prerequisite: None 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: G 
 
 
Biology Honors 
This course provides challenging scientific problem-solving experiences and encourages thinking, inquiry, and 
integrative applications of scientific concepts. It focuses on biology as a viable, creatively changing experience 
having impact upon life. Topics covered in the course will include molecules and cells, heredity and 
environment, and organisms and populations. 
Grade: 9-10 
Prerequisite: Algebra 1 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: A 
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Chemistry 
In Chemistry, students conduct field and laboratory investigations, use scientific methods during investigations, 
and make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific problem-solving. Students study a variety of 
topics that include characteristics of matter; energy transformations during physical and chemical changes; 
atomic structure; periodic table of elements; behavior of gasses; bonding; nuclear fusion and nuclear fission; 
oxidation-reduction reactions; chemical equations; solutes; properties of solutions; acids and bases; and 
chemical reactions. Students will investigate how chemistry is an integral part of our daily lives. 
Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisites: 1 unit of science & Algebra 1 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: G 
 
Chemistry Honors 
Inclusive of the Chemistry I content and processes, the honors course also emphasizes preparation for 
Chemistry II AP and Biology II AP by including many of the advanced topics and experiences of Chemistry II 
AP at a beginning level. Topics emphasized will include structure of matter, states of matter, and chemical 
reactions. The course has a strong problem-solving orientation and includes associated laboratory 
experimentation. 
Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisite: Biology Honors; 1 unit of science & Algebra 1 
Credit: 1 
Course weight: A 
 
Anatomy and Physiology 
In this course, students conduct laboratory investigations and fieldwork, use scientific methods during 
investigations, and make informed decisions using critical thinking and problem solving. Instruction will be 
presented through an integration of biology, chemistry, and physics. Students will study the structures and 
functions of the human body and body systems and will investigate the body’s responses to forces, 
maintenance of homeostasis, electrical interactions, transport systems, and energy systems. This course must 
include at least 40% laboratory investigations and fieldwork using appropriate scientific inquiry. 
Grade: 11-12 
Prerequisite: Biology and Chemistry or Chemistry concurrently 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: A 
 
Scientific Research and Design 
In this course, the student, for at least 40% of instructional time, conducts laboratory and field investigations 
using safe, environmentally appropriate, and ethical practices. These investigations will involve actively 
obtaining and analyzing data with physical equipment, but may also involve experimentation in a simulated 
environment as well as field observations that extend beyond the classroom. 
Grade: 11-12 
Prerequisite: 3rd science credit 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: G 
 
Forensics 
Forensic Science is a course that uses a structured and scientific approach to the investigation of crimes of 
assault, abuse and neglect, domestic violence, accidental death, homicide, and the psychology of criminal 
behavior. Students will learn terminology and investigative procedures related to crime scene, questioning, 
interviewing, criminal behavior characteristics, truth detection, and scientific procedures used to solve crimes. 
Using scientific methods, students will collect and analyze evidence through case studies and simulated crime 
scenes such as fingerprint analysis, ballistics, and blood spatter analysis. Students will learn the history, legal 
aspects, and career options for forensic science. 
Grade: 11-12 
Prerequisite: 3rd science Credit 
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Credit: 1 
Course Weight: G 
 
Advanced Animal Science or DC 
This course provides the opportunity for students to receive both high school and college credit at the same 
time. Students who enter this course must meet the enrollment criteria of Northeast Texas Community College 
and must pay their tuition at NTCC for three hours of college credit each semester. Grades will be recorded 
both at Pewitt High School and at NTCC and will appear on each institution’s transcript. If students want to 
take the dual credit course at NTCC, they will take AGRI 1419, Introduction to Animal Science. This course 
focuses on Scientific animal agriculture. Importance of livestock and meat industries. Selection, reproduction, 
nutrition, management, and marketing of beef cattle, swine, sheep, goats and horses.  
Grade: 11-12 
Prerequisite: 3rd science Credit 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: A​
 
 
Advanced Plant Science or DC 
This course provides the opportunity for students to receive both high school and college credit at the same 
time. Students who enter this course must meet the enrollment criteria of Northeast Texas Community College 
and must pay their tuition at NTCC for three hours of college credit each semester. Grades will be recorded 
both at Pewitt High School and at NTCC and will appear on each institution’s transcript. If students want to 
take the dual credit course at NTCC, they will take AGRI 1415, Horticulture.  Three hours of lecture and two 
hours of lab each week.Structure, growth, and development of horticulture plants from a practical and scientific 
approach. Environmental effects, basic principles of propagation, greenhouse and outdoor production, 
nutrition, pruning, chemical control of growth, pest control, and landscaping.  
Grade: 11-12 
Prerequisite: 3rd science Credit 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: A​
 
Physics or Physics DC 
This course provides the opportunity for students to receive both high school and college credit at the same 
time. Students who enter this course must meet the enrollment criteria of Northeast Texas Community College 
and must pay their tuition at NTCC for three hours of college credit each semester. Grades will be recorded 
both at Pewitt High School and at NTCC and will appear on each institution’s transcript. If students want to 
take the dual credit course at NTCC, they will take PHYS 1401 and PHYS 1402, General Physics. The course 
focus on fundamental principles of physics, using algebra and trigonometry; the principles and applications of 
classical mechanics and thermodynamics, including harmonic motion, mechanical waves and sound, physical 
systems, Newton’s Laws of Motion, and gravitation and other fundamental forces; with emphasis on problem 
solving.  
Grade: 11-12 
Prerequisite: 3rd science Credit 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: A​
 
 
 
 
 
​
​
Note: 9th through 11th grade students may take one advanced science course. 12th grade students may take 
two advanced science courses. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

World Geography 
In this course, students examine people, places, and environments at local, regional, national, and 
international scales. Students describe the influence of geography on events of the past and present. A 
significant portion of the course centers on the physical processes that shape patterns in the physical 
environment; the characteristics of major landforms, climate, and ecosystems and their interrelationships; the 
political, economic, and social processes that shape cultural patterns of regions; types and patterns of 
settlement; the distribution and movement of world population; relationships among people, places, and 
environments; and the concept of region. 
Grade: 9-12 
Prerequisite: None 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: G 
 
World Geography Honors 
This course will focus on the required course content for World Geography, numerous enrichment concepts, 
and the skills needed for students to succeed in Advanced Placement courses in Social Studies. The Honors 
Geography course will require outside reading, writing, and projects that will provide practice in document, 
map, graph, and chart analysis; critical reading; research; essay writing; and both guided and independent 
studies. 
Grade: 9-12 
Prerequisite: None 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: A 
 
World History 
World History offers an overview of the entire history of humankind. The major emphasis is on the study of 
significant people, events, and issues from the earliest times to the present. This course is designed to provide 
students with a vital understanding of the past in order to help them understand their own times. Attention is 
given to growth of ideas, the arts, religion, education, literature, and other aspects of intellectual and social 
history, as well as political, geographic, and economic history of world cultures. Students use the process of 
historical inquiry to research, interpret, and use multiple sources of evidence. 
Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisite: None 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: G 
 
World History Honors 
In addition to the requirements listed in the World History course, students in World History Pre-AP will develop 
skills in critical reading, research, document evaluation, and essay writing. Class activities provide 
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opportunities for explanation of topics through independent research and allow for creative expression of 
student learning. Outside reading and projects will be required. Both the state-adopted and college textbooks 
will serve as resources. 
Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisite: None 
Recommended: World Geography Honors 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: A 
​
 

U.S. History Since Reconstruction 
In this course, the second part of a two-year study of U.S. history that begins in Grade 8, students study the 
history of the United States from Reconstruction to the present through the use of reading, research, writing, 
and interpretation of maps, charts, graphs, and tables. Historical content focuses on political, economic, 
military, diplomatic, and social events and issues, including the contributions of significant groups and 
individuals to the history of this country, and the impact of geographic factors on major events. An important 
part of the content is the development and application of the principles of citizenship. Students will use critical 
thinking skills to explain and apply methods of interpreting the past, including points of view and historical 
context. They will use a variety of rich primary and secondary source material, such as biographies and 
autobiographies, Supreme Court cases, novels, speeches, letters, diaries, poetry, songs, artworks, 
photographs, documentaries, and films. 
Grade: 11-12 
Prerequisite: None 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: G 
 
U.S. History Honors 
In addition to the requirements listed in the World History course, students in World History Pre-AP will develop 
skills in critical reading, research, document evaluation, and essay writing. Class activities provide 
opportunities for explanation of topics through independent research and allow for creative expression of 
student learning. Outside reading and projects will be required. Both the state-adopted and college textbooks 
will serve as resources. 
Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisite: None 
Recommended: World Geography Honors 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: A 
 
U.S. History DC 
HIST 1301 History of the United States (3 college hours) 
HIST 1302 History of the United States (3 college hours) 
This course provides the opportunity for students to receive both high school and college credit at the same 
time. Students who enter this course must meet the enrollment criteria of Northeast Texas Community College 
and must pay their tuition at NTCC for three hours of college credit each semester. College textbooks, selected 
by NTCC, will be provided by PCISD. Grades will be recorded both at Pewitt High School and at NTCC and 
will appear on each institution’s transcript. The course will be based on the same criteria as Advanced 
Placement U. S. History, including all reading, writing, and projects. In addition, students will be expected to 
participate in the life of the community as part of the historical experience. This course will be taught online. 
Grade: 11-12 
Prerequisite: College entrance requirements 
Credit: 1 (high school) 
Course Weight: A 
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Government 
This course focuses on the principles and beliefs upon which the United States was founded and on the 
structure, functions, and powers of government at the national, state, and local levels. Students learn major 
political ideas and forms of government in history. A significant focus of the course is on the U.S. Constitution, 
its underlying principles and ideas, and the form of government it created. Students analyze major concepts of 
republicanism, federalism, checks and balances, separation of powers, popular sovereignty, and individual 
rights, and they compare the U.S. system of government with other political systems. 
Grade: 12 
Prerequisite: US History 
Credit: ½ 
Course Weight: G 
 
U.S. Government DC 
GOVT 2305 United States Government (3 college hours) 
This course provides the opportunity for students to receive both high school and college credit at the same 
time. Students who enter this course must meet the enrollment criteria of Northeast Texas Community College 
and must pay their tuition at NTCC for three hours of college credit. Grades will be recorded both at Pewitt 
High School and at NTCC and will appear on each institution's transcript. This course will be based on the 
origin and development of the U.S. Constitution, structure and powers of the national government including the 
legislative, executive, and judicial branches, federalism, political participation, the national election process, 
public policy, civil liberties and civil rights. This course will be taught online. 
Grade: 12 
Prerequisite: US History; college entrance requirements 
Credit: ½  high school credit 
Course weight: A 
 
Economics 
This course is a comprehensive study of the American free enterprise economy. It includes the study of basic 
concepts of economics, the market system, the American business system, labor unions, money and banking, 
business cycles, consumer skills, the role of government in free enterprise, and comparative economic 
systems. Emphasis is placed upon economic decision-making and personal development strategies. 
Grade: 12 
Prerequisite: US History 
Credit: ½  
Course Weight: G 
 
Economics DC 
ECON 2301 Principles of Macroeconomics (3 college hours) 
This course provides the opportunity for students to receive both high school and college credit at the same 
time. Students who enter this course must meet the enrollment criteria of Northeast Texas Community College 
and must pay their tuition at NTCC for three hours of college credit each semester. Grades will be recorded 
both at Pewitt High School and at NTCC and will appear on each institution’s transcript. This course is a 
comprehensive study of the American free enterprise economy. It includes the study of basic concepts of 
economics, the market system, the American business system, labor unions, money and banking, business 
cycles, consumer skills, the role of government in free enterprise, and comparative economic systems. 
Emphasis is placed upon economic decision-making and personal development strategies. This course will be 
taught online. 
Grade: 12 
Prerequisite: US History; college entrance requirements 
Credit: ½ high school credit 
Course weight: A 
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Personal Financial Literacy 
In this course, students will gain the knowledge and skills to make sound, informed financial decisions that will 
allow them to lead financially secure lifestyles and understand personal financial responsibility. The knowledge 
gained in this course has far-reaching effects for students personally as well as the economy as a whole. 
Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisite: None 
Credit: ½ 
Course Weight: G 
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LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH 
 

General Description 
Acquiring another language incorporates communication skills such as listening, speaking, reading, writing, 
viewing, and showing. Students develop these communication skills by using knowledge of the language 
(including grammar), knowledge of the culture, communication and learning strategies, technology, and content 
from other subject areas to socialize, to acquire and provide information, to express feelings and opinions, and 
to get others to adopt a course of action. While knowledge of other cultures, connections to other disciplines, 
comparisons between languages and cultures, and community interaction all contribute to and enhance the 
communicative language learning experience, communication skills are the primary focus of language 
acquisition. 
 
Spanish I 
Spanish II 
In levels I and II courses (novice levels), students will demonstrate an understanding of simple, clearly spoken, 
and written language. Students will develop an understanding of the practices and perspectives of the cultures 
studied; use the language to obtain, reinforce, or expand knowledge of other subject areas; demonstrate an 
understanding of the influence of language and culture on another; and use the language both within and 
beyond the school setting through activities such as participating in cultural events and using technology to 
communicate. 
 
Spanish I 
Grade: 9-12 
Prerequisite: None 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: G 
 
Spanish II 
Grade: 9-12 
Prerequisite: Spanish I 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: G 
 
Spanish II DC 
Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisite: Spanish I 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: A 
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Computer Science I 
Computer Science II 
In levels I and II courses Through data analysis, students will identify task requirements, plan search 
strategies, and use computer science concepts to access, analyze, and evaluate information needed to solve 
problems including activities such as participating in cultural events and using technology to communicate. 
 
 
Computer Science I DC 
Grade: 10th 
Prerequisite: None 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: A 
 
Computer Science II DC 
Grade: 11th 
Prerequisite: Computer Science I DC 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: A 
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FINE ARTS 

 
Art Courses - General Description 
Art courses are offered on four different levels which all share the same four basic strands—perception, 
creative expression/performance, historical and cultural heritage, and critical evaluation. Students rely on their 
perceptions of the environment, developed through increasing visual awareness and sensitivity to 
surroundings, memory, imagination, and life experiences, as a source for creating artworks. They express their 
thoughts and ideas creatively, while challenging their imagination, fostering reflective thinking, and developing 
disciplined effort and problem-solving skills. 
 
Art I 
This course introduces the elements and principles of art and attempts to provide experiences that will enable 
students to express creative ideas through a variety of mediums: design, drawing, painting, printmaking, and 
sculpture. 
Grade: 9-12 
Prerequisite: None 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: G 
 
Art II 
This course continues to teach the elements and principles of art and attempts to provide experiences that will 
enable students to express creative ideas through a variety of mediums: design, drawing, painting, 
printmaking, and sculpture. 
Grade 10-12 
Prerequisite: Art I 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: G 
 
Art III 
This course continues to teach the elements and principles of art and attempts to provide experiences that will 
enable students to express creative ideas through a variety of mediums: design, drawing, painting, 
printmaking, and sculpture. 
Grade: 11-12 
Prerequisite: Art II 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: G 
 
 
 
 
 

PEWITT HIGH SCHOOL ACADEMIC GUIDE 2026-2027 



43 
 
 
 
Art IV 
This course continues to teach the elements and principles of art and attempts to provide experiences that will 
enable students to express creative ideas through a variety of mediums: design, drawing, painting, 
printmaking, and sculpture. 
Grade: 12 
Prerequisite: Art III 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: G 
 
Music Courses - General Description 
Music courses are offered on four different levels which all share the same four basic strands—perception, 
creative expression/performance, historical and cultural heritage, and critical evaluation. In music, students 
develop their intellect and refine their emotions, understanding the cultural and creative nature of musical 
artistry and making connections among music, the other arts, technology, and other aspects of social life. 
Through creative performance, students apply the expressive technical skills of music and critical-thinking 
skills to evaluate multiple forms of problem solving.  
 
Band I 
Band 2 
Band 3 
Band 4 
 
Grade: 9-12 
Prerequisite: Prior Level 
Course Weight 1 and 2: G 
Course Weight 3 and 4: G 
 
Theatre Courses - General Description 
Theatre courses are offered on four different levels which all share the same four basic strands—perception, 
creative expression/performance, historical and cultural heritage, and critical evaluation. In theatre, students 
increase their understanding of self and others and develop clear ideas about the world. Through a variety of 
theatrical experiences, students communicate in a dramatic form, make artistic choices, solve problems, build 
positive self- concepts, and relate interpersonally. 
 
Theatre Production I 
In level I courses, students are exposed to the elements of drama and the conventions of theatre. Students will 
focus on the skills of improvisation; employ stage movement to convey thought, feelings, and actions; and 
define and give examples of theatrical conventions. Students will learn to analyze a character from a script, 
describing physical, intellectual, emotional, and social dimensions. They also will improvise, write, and refine 
monologues, scenes, and vignettes to convey meaning to the audience. Students will develop an 
understanding of the historical and cultural influences on theatre and analyze the roles of live theatre, film, 
television, and electronic media in American society.  
Grade: 9-12 
Prerequisite: None 
Course Weight: G 
 
Theatre Production II 
In level II courses, students will use the elements of drama and the conventions of theatre. Students will focus 
on the analysis of dramatic structure and genre and will identify examples of theatrical conventions in theatre, 
film, television, and electronic media. Students improvise and write dialogue that reveals character motivation 
and analyze characters from various genres and media. Students also analyze historical and cultural 
influences on theatre. Students will apply the concepts of evaluation to theatre in written and oral form with 
precise and specific observations. 
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Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisite: Theatre Production I 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: G 
 
Theatre Production III 
In level III courses, students develop creative expression through performance. Students portray believable 
characters in improvised and scripted scenes of various styles. They also improvise and write dialogue that 
reveals character motivation, advances plot, provides exposition, and reveals themes. Students learn to 
construct and operate the technical elements of theatre safely and effectively. Students apply the concepts of 
evaluation to performances and evaluate theatre, film, television, and electronic media with depth and 
complexity. 
Grade: 11-12 
Prerequisite: Theatre Production II 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: G 
 
Theatre Production IV 
In level IV courses, students refine methods of creative expression and performance. Students create and 
sustain believable characters. They outline and create imaginative scripts and scenarios that include motivated 
character, unique dialogue, conflict, and resolution for theatre, film, or television. Students design, construct, 
and operate appropriate technical elements of theatre, safely and effectively, collaboratively and individually. 
Students also have the opportunity to trace historical and cultural developments in theatrical styles and genres 
and to apply evaluation concepts to performances, comparing and contrasting literary and dramatic criticism. In 
this level, students compare the nature, components, elements, and communication methods of theatre, 
music, art, and dance and compare more than one art form in a specific culture or historical period. 
Grade: 12 
Prerequisite: Theatre Production III 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: G 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

Foundations of Personal Fitness 
This course represents a new approach in physical education and the concept of personal fitness. The basic 
purpose of the course is to motivate students to strive for lifetime personal fitness with an emphasis on the 
health-related components of physical fitness. The concept of wellness, or striving to reach optimal levels of 
health, is the cornerstone of this course. 
Grade: 9-12 
Prerequisite: None 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: G 
 
Boys Athletics 1 
Boys Athletics 2 
Boys Athletics 3 
Boys Athletics 4 
Girls Athletics 1 
Girls Athletics 2 
Girls Athletics 3 
Girls Athletics 4 
All athletic classes are sanctioned by the University Interscholastic League. In order to participate, a student 
must maintain a 70 average in all classes. A complete doctor's physical is required from each student athlete 
upon entering the 9th grade. Insurance is provided to each student athlete while participating in or while 
traveling to and from any UIL event sanctioned and chaperoned by PCISD. PCISD provides this insurance at 
no cost to the student athlete. Each student athlete is required to attend every practice session, unless 
previously excused by the head coach due to extenuating circumstances. All missed practice time will be made 
up. Each student will be required to abide by the rules set up by the Athletic Department without exception.  
Grade: 9-12 
Prerequisite: Physical Exam 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight 1 and 2: G 
Course Weight 3 and 4: G 
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Boys Athletics 
Basketball 
Baseball 

Cross Country 
Football 

Golf 
Powerlifting 

Tennis 
Track 

Girls Athletics 
Basketball 

Cross Country 
Golf 

Powerlifting 
Softball 
Tennis 
Track 

Volleyball 
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NCAA Academic Requirements 

NCAA regulations stipulate that all academic “core” courses must be completed during high 
school for eligibility in Division I or Division II college athletics. Remedial and below-level 
courses do not qualify as “core” courses. Students attending all four years of high school at 
PHS will meet the “core” requirements when they graduate under the Foundation High 
School Program with an Endorsement or the Foundation High School Program with 
Distinguished Achievement. NCAA Division I and Division II college eligibility requirements 
also include varying ACT/SAT and “core” course requirements. In order to meet NCAA 
requirements a student must have at least a 70 average each semester in core courses. 
Athletes need to register with the NCAA during their junior year. Students may register 
on-line at www.ncaaclearinghouse.com. NCAA approved courses are listed below: 

 

English Social Studies Natural/Physical Science 
 English I Economics Anatomy & Physiology 
English II Psychology Biology I 

English III Sociology Chemistry I 

English IV U.S. Government Chemistry II 

Debate U.S. History Environmental Systems 
 World History Physics 

Math World Geography Forensic Science 

Algebra I  Scientific Research & Design 

Algebra II  IPC 

Geometry   

Pre-Calculus   

Calculus    

Math Models   

   

 

Additional Courses 

Spanish I, II, III, IV 
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CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION COURSES 
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Business and Industry - Animal Science 

●​ Principles of AFNR (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Small Animal Management/Equine Science (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Livestock Production (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Practicum in Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources (Course Weight: G) or Advanced Animal 

Science (Course Weight: A) or Scientific Research and Design (Course Weight: G) 
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Business and Industry – Agricultural Technology and Mechanical Systems 
●​ Principles of Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Agricultural Mechanics and Metal Technologies (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Agricultural Structures Design and Fabrications (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Practicum in Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources (Course Weight: G) 
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Business and Industry - Environmental and Natural Resources 

●​ Principles of Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Wildlife, Fisheries, and Ecology Management (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Scientific Research and Design (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Practicum in Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources (Course Weight: G) 
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Business and Industry - Plant Science 
●​ Principles of AFNR (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Floral Design (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Advanced Plant and Soil Science (Course Weight: A) 
●​ Practicum in Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources (Course Weight: G) or Scientific Research and 

Design (Course Weight: G) 
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Business and Industry - Digital Communications 

●​ Principles of Arts, Audio, Video, Technology (Course Weight: G) 
●​ A/V Production 1 (Course Weight: G) 
●​ A/V Production 2 (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Practicum in A/V Production (Course Weight: G) 
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Business and Industry - Design and Multimedia Arts 
●​ Principles of Arts, A/V Technology, and Communications (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Graphic Design 1 (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Graphic Design 2 (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Practicum in Graphic Design (Course Weight: A) 
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Public Service - Education and Training 

●​ Principles of Education and Training (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Human Growth and Development (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Instructional Practices (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Practicum in Education and Training (Course Weight: G) 
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Public Service – Nursing Science 

●​ Medical Terminology (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Health Science Theory (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Practicum in Health Science (Course Weight: A) 
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Business and Industry - Culinary Arts 

●​ Principles of Hospitality and Tourism (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Introduction to Culinary Arts (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Culinary Arts 1 (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Culinary Arts 2 (Course Weight: A) 
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NTCA/INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY 

 
 
The Northeast Texas Career Alliance (NTCA) is a collaborative pilot program uniting five school districts, 
Northeast Texas Community College (NTCC), and local industry partners to offer specialized career pathways 
for students. This innovative program gives access to high-demand fields designed to meet the 
evolving needs of Northeast Texas industries.  
By combining classroom learning, hands-on training, soft-skills development, and work-based learning with 
local employers, NTCA ensures that graduates have both technical knowledge and real-world experience to 
support the economic growth of our region. Whether students plan to enter the workforce directly after high 
school with an industry-recognized certificate or continue their education toward an associate or bachelor’s 
degree, NTCA provides a strong foundation for future success.   

NTCA is a collaboration between Chapel Hill ISD, Daingerfield-Lone Star ISD, Harts Bluff ISD, Hughes 
Springs ISD, and Pewitt CISD, Region 8 Education Service Center, Northeast Texas Community 
College, and Workforce Solutions Northeast Texas.  
This cooperative initiative showcases the power of regional collaboration, bringing together school districts, 
higher education institutions, and workforce leaders to create transformative opportunities that prepare 
students for future success while fueling the economic growth of Northeast Texas.  

NTCA programs offer students in participating districts the opportunity to earn Level 1 certificates and 
microcredentials while experiencing hands-on work-based learning through partnerships with local businesses 
and industries. By combining classroom learning with real-world industry exposure, students graduate not only 
with credentials but also with the confidence and connections needed to immediately enter the workforce or 
continue their education. 

“We are incredibly proud of how this innovative programming could transform career preparation for students 
across Northeast Texas. When small, rural schools partner with industry, they have the opportunity to create 
amazing opportunities for their students that would be much more difficult to do alone,” said Heather 
McGregor, Deputy Executive Director of Region 8 Education Service Center. “With the support and efforts of 
Workforce Solutions Northeast Texas, Northeast Texas Community College, and industry partners, we’re 
ensuring that our students have the skills and experiences they need to succeed in high-demand, livable-wage 
careers that support our local economy.”​
  
The NTCA currently offers programs in: 

●​ Programming & Software Development – Preparing students for careers in software engineering, IT, 
and coding through hands-on coding labs and real-world technology projects. 
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●​ Industrial Maintenance: Technician – Providing training in electrical, mechanical, and manufacturing 
systems, preparing students for in-demand roles in advanced manufacturing and skilled trades. 

●​ Industrial Maintenance: Air Conditioning Technician – Providing training in HVAC electrical, 
mechanical, and manufacturing systems, preparing students for in-demand roles in advanced 
manufacturing and skilled trades. 

●​ Business Management: Logistics – Equipping students with the organizational, management, and 
logistics skills essential for careers in supply chain management, project management, and business 
operations. 

Each pathway provides a clear bridge from high school to a local career, with industry partners offering 
mentorship, internships, and exposure to the latest technologies and workplace expectations. Students leave 
with not only credentials but with the experiences and professional networks that will help them thrive. 

This pilot program is not only building a stronger workforce pipeline, it’s also a model for innovative, 
collaborative programming that can be replicated across the state. By aligning educational opportunities 
directly with regional workforce needs, NTCA and its partners are ensuring that students are future-ready and 
that local industries have access to the skilled talent they need to thrive. 

 

See following pages for programs.  
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Business and Industry – Programming and Software Development  

●​ Fundamentals of Computer Science (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Computer Science I (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Computer Science II (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Practicum in Informational Technology (Course Weight: A) 
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Business and Industry – Industrial Maintenance - Technician  

●​ Principles of Manufacturing (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Electrical Technology (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Practicum in Manufacturing I (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Practicum in Manufacturing II (Course Weight: A) 
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Business and Industry – Industrial Maintenance - Air Conditioning Tech  

●​ Principles of Manufacturing (Course Weight: G) 
●​ HVAC I (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Practicum in Manufacturing I (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Practicum in Manufacturing II (Course Weight: A) 
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Business and Industry – Business Management 

●​ Foundations of Business Communication and Technologies (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Business Communication and Technology (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Business Management I (Course Weight: G) 
●​ Practicum in Business Management (Course Weight: A) 
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MISCELLANEOUS/ ELECTIVE COURSES 
 

Yearbook 1 
Yearbook 2 
Yearbook 3 
Yearbook 4 
Students enrolled in these courses are expected to plan, draft, and complete written and visual 
communications on a regular basis, carefully examining their copy for clarity, engaging language, and the 
correct use of the conventions and mechanics of written English. Students are expected to become analytical 
consumers of media and technology to enhance their communication skills. In addition, students will learn 
journalistic ethics and standards. Writing, technology, and visual and electronic media are used as tools for 
learning as students create, clarify, critique, write, and produce effective communications. Students will refine 
and enhance their journalistic skills, research self-selected topics, and plan, organize, and prepare projects. 
Students will create a high-quality yearbook, which reflects the spirit and the highlights of the school year while 
learning the numerous phases and techniques behind its development. 
Grade: 9-12 
Prerequisite: Application 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: G 
 
College Academy  
This course prepares students in grades 9–10 for college readiness and academic success through the 
AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) framework. Students develop critical thinking, 
organization, note-taking, and study skills while exploring college and career pathways. Students must 
meet all admission requirements to Northeast Texas Community College. Cost of books and fees must be 
paid to NTCC. Students will have the opportunity to earn college credit in EDUC 1300 (fall)/SPCH 1315 
(spring) at NTCC. Students wishing to receive accommodations in a dual credit class must contact NTCC. 

Grade: 9-10 
Prerequisite: None 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: G  
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Psychology DC 
This dual credit course introduces students to the scientific study of behavior and mental processes. Topics 
include human development, cognition, personality, psychological disorders, and research methods. Students 
gain an understanding of how psychology applies to everyday life while earning college credit. Students must 
meet all admission requirements to Northeast Texas Community College. Cost of books and fees must be paid 
to NTCC. Students will have the opportunity to earn college credit in PSYC 2301 at NTCC. Students wishing to 
receive accommodations in a dual credit class must contact NTCC. 
Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisite: None 
Credit: .5 
Course Weight: G 
 
 
Sociology DC 
This dual credit course examines human social behavior, relationships, and institutions. Students 
explore culture, socialization, social inequality, and group dynamics. The course encourages critical 
thinking about societal issues and helps students understand the structure and function of society. 
Students must meet all admission requirements to Northeast Texas Community College. Cost of books and 
fees must be paid to NTCC. Students will have the opportunity to earn college credit in SOCI 1301 at NTCC. 
Students wishing to receive accommodations in a dual credit class must contact NTCC. 
Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisite: None 
Credit: .5 
Course Weight: G 
 
Tx Government DC 
This dual credit course focuses on the principles, structure, and functions of Texas state government. 
Students study the Texas Constitution, political processes, public policy, and civic participation. 
Emphasis is placed on understanding the role of government and the responsibilities of informed 
citizens. Students must meet all admission requirements to Northeast Texas Community College. Cost of 
books and fees must be paid to NTCC. Students will have the opportunity to earn college credit in GOVT 2306 
at NTCC. Students wishing to receive accommodations in a dual credit class must contact NTCC. 
Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisite: None 
Credit: .5 
Course Weight: G 
 
Art Appreciation DC 
This course introduces students to the visual arts through the study of artistic styles, movements, 
and cultural influences. Students learn to analyze and interpret works of art while developing an 
appreciation for creativity and artistic expression across time and cultures. Students must meet all 
admission requirements to Northeast Texas Community College. Cost of books and fees must be paid to 
NTCC. Students will have the opportunity to earn college credit in ARTS 1301 at NTCC. Students wishing to 
receive accommodations in a dual credit class must contact NTCC. 
Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisite: None 
Credit: .5 
Course Weight: A 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PEWITT HIGH SCHOOL ACADEMIC GUIDE 2026-2027 



65 
 
 
Humanities DC 
This dual credit course explores the connections between literature, philosophy, history, and the 
arts. Students examine major cultural developments and ideas that have shaped human experience. 
The course promotes critical thinking and an understanding of diverse perspectives. Students must 
meet all admission requirements to Northeast Texas Community College. Cost of books and fees must be paid 
to NTCC. Students will have the opportunity to earn college credit in PHIL 1301/PHIL 2306 at NTCC. Students 
wishing to receive accommodations in a dual credit class must contact NTCC. 
Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisite: None 
Credit: 1 
Course Weight: G 
 
Music Appreciation DC 
This course provides an overview of music from various historical periods and cultures. Students 
learn to listen actively, analyze musical elements, and understand the cultural significance of music. 
No prior musical experience is required. Students must meet all admission requirements to Northeast 
Texas Community College. Cost of books and fees must be paid to NTCC. Students will have the opportunity 
to earn college credit in MUSI 1306 at NTCC. Students wishing to receive accommodations in a dual credit 
class must contact NTCC. 
Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisite: None 
Credit: .5 
Course Weight: G 
 
Theatre DC 
This dual credit course introduces students to the fundamentals of theatre, including performance, 
production, and dramatic literature. Students explore acting techniques, stagecraft, and the history 
of theatre while developing confidence, creativity, and communication skills. Students must meet all 
admission requirements to Northeast Texas Community College. Cost of books and fees must be paid to 
NTCC. Students will have the opportunity to earn college credit in DRAM 1310 at NTCC. Students wishing to 
receive accommodations in a dual credit class must contact NTCC. 
Grade: 10-12 
Prerequisite: None 
Credit: .5 
Course Weight: G 
 
Office Aide and Library Aide 
In this course, students will be assigned to the front office, the library, or the counselor’s office during the class 
time. Students will assist office personnel with the duties necessary to maintain an organized and  
efficient workplace. 
Grade: 12 
Credit: 1 Local 
Course Weight: Unweighted 
 
College/Career Preparation 
The intention of this course is to help students increase college entrance exam scores. Students will learn 
different methods from a variety of study tools, including tests, drills, or games. This course will also offer test 
taking strategies and propose a personalized study plan. The program will cover all aspects of both tests 
including vocabulary, mathematics, science, critical reading, and writing skills to enhance the student’s College 
Readiness including preparing for the ACT/SAT/TSIA.  
Grade: 9-12 
Prerequisite: None 
Credit: 1 
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Course Weight: G 
 
Early Release 
A graduating student can opt to leave school early provided he/she has met all requirements for graduation. 
Grade: 12 
Prerequisite: None 
Credit: 0 
Course Weight: Unweighted 
 
Study Skills 
Students with room in their schedules may elect 1 period of study hall for local credit. Students will 
be expected to do class work, work on projects, and/or study for tests during this period. This class is 
dependent on teacher availability 
Grade: 9-12 
Prerequisite: None 
Credit: 0 
Course Weight: Unweighted 
 
 
 

 

PEWITT HIGH SCHOOL ACADEMIC GUIDE 2026-2027 


