
Specsavers vs Boots vs Independent 
Opticians: Glasses, Reviews, Prices & 
Best Choice 
Meta Description: Compare Specsavers, Boots, and Eyelines opticians with real customer 
reviews, frame collections, and eye test pricing to find the best eye care provider. 

 
Alt text: A woman selecting glasses.  

Key Takeaways 

●​ Eyelines leads independent opticians with 30–45 minute appointments and £75 
comprehensive exams, including OCT and OPTOS scanning. 

●​ Specsavers offers basic eye tests from £25 but charges £30-35 extra for OCT 
scanning.  

●​ Boots Opticians bridges chains and independents with £29.95 basic tests or £54.95 
with OCT scanning. 

●​ Customer satisfaction scores highest at independents like Eyelines versus mixed 
reviews for chains. 

●​ Eyelines' Enhanced Vision Care plans from £8.50/month make premium eye care 
more affordable than chain basics. 

Finding the Right Optician for Your Needs 

Finding the right optician can make a big difference in your eye health, comfort, and 
long-term vision care. With options ranging from high street chains to independent 
specialists, making the right choice can feel overwhelming.  

https://www.eyelines.co.uk/family-eyecare/pricing-payment


We’ll take a look at hidden costs, quality differences, and long-term benefits that promotional 
materials might obscure. With eye care being a critical health service rather than just a retail 
transaction, making an informed decision is essential for maintaining optimal vision and 
detecting potential health issues early.  

Eyelines Opticians: 40 Years of Expert Eye Care in Sevenoaks 
Family-Trusted Independent Opticians Since 1985 
 

 
 
Comprehensive Eye Care for All Ages: 
 

●​ Complete Eye Examinations: Thorough eye health assessments using advanced 
technology including OCT scanning, digital photography, and visual field screening. 
We never rush-every exam includes comprehensive health checks for optimal 
results. 

●​ Designer Frames & Sunglasses: Distinctive eyewear carefully sourced from 
Paris, Milan and beyond. From rimless spectacles to sports sunglasses, all fitted 
with precision by qualified opticians in our on-site laboratory. 

●​ Contact Lens Solutions: Full range from daily disposables to custom-made RGP 
lenses for complex prescriptions. Trial periods and expert fitting ensure 
comfortable, clear vision for first-time and experienced wearers. 

●​ Specialist Family Services: Myopia control therapy for children to slow 
progression of short-sightedness, plus dedicated dry eye clinics with tailored 
treatment solutions. 

 
Why Choose Eyelines: 
 
✓ 40 years of trusted service in Sevenoaks​
✓ Advanced technology including OCT scanning​
✓ On-site laboratory for repairs and adjustments​
✓ Independent opticians offering personalised care​
✓ NHS and private appointments available​
✓ Proud sponsors of England & Wales Blind Golf 
 
From routine eye exams to specialised treatments, we're here for your family's vision. 
 
Book Your Appointment → 
 

Glasses: Frame Selection and Style Options 

https://www.eyelines.co.uk/contact


Specsavers Frame Collections 

Specsavers stocks a large volume of frames focused on mainstream appeal. Their 
own-brand collections dominate the displays, supplemented by designer collaborations 
including Marc Jacobs, Tommy Hilfiger, Vivienne Westwood, and HUGO. Recent additions 
include their Elton John eyewear collection for those seeking bold, vibrant styles.  

Boots Opticians Frame Range 

Boots has an eclectic mix spanning from basic frames to luxury eyewear. Their collections 
include sustainable Botaniq frames for eco-conscious customers, mid-range options from 
Radley and AllSaints, and premium brands like Miu Miu, David Beckham, and Polo Ralph 
Lauren. They also stock an extensive Maui Jim sunglasses range.  

Independent opticians: Eyelines Exclusive Designer Collections 

Eyelines curates exclusive eyewear unavailable in chain stores. Our collection features Tom 
Ford for sophisticated luxury, Lindberg for minimalist titanium designs, and Gucci for 
fashion-forward statements. We also champion independent designers like Bird Eyewear 
(sustainable British design), Ronit Furst (handcrafted excellence), and Solo Cinquanta.  

Additional specialised options include customised frames, rimless spectacles, and 
sports-specific eyewear. Our on-site laboratory enables bespoke adjustments and repairs, 
ensuring a perfect fit and longevity. 

Lens Technology and Quality 

Eyelines provides access to the latest progressive designs and specialised coatings, and our 
on-site laboratory enabling same-day repairs and adjustments. 

Chains have standardised packages that work for most prescriptions, but independent stores 
excel with high-index lenses, specialised designs, or cutting-edge anti-fatigue technology. 

Specsavers 



Caption: Specsavers built its brand on affordability and accessibility. (Image courtesy of 
Torben Mauch via Google reviews) 

Alt text: Exterior of a Specsavers store.  

Current Pricing Structure (2025) 

●​ Essential Eye Test: £20–25 
●​ Eye Test with OCT Scan: Up to 10£ in addition to an eye test 
●​ Children's Eye Test: Free (under 16) 

Their 2-for-1 offers apply to frames priced £70–£170, though the second pair must be equal 
or lesser value with premium lens options excluded. 

Customer Experience 



Caption: Recent Trustpilot reviews reveal significant service issues. Kristian complained 
about contact lens pricing. 

Alt text: A 2-star customer review for Specsavers.  

Caption: A 30-year customer noted a decline in service quality. 

Alt text: A 3-star customer review for Specsavers.  

Boots Opticians: The Healthcare-Focused Chain 
Boots Opticians uses its connection to the trusted pharmacy brand to position as a 
healthcare-focused provider. Operating from Whitefriars Shopping Centre in Canterbury, 
they offer integrated health services beyond vision care. 

Current Pricing (2025) 

●​ Essential Eye Test: £29.95 
●​ Eye Test with OCT Scan: £54.95 
●​ Contact Lens Assessment: £50 
●​ Children's Eye Test: Free (under 16) 



Customer Reviews 

Caption: Sarah Duhig talked about how she felt well looked after once given the 
prescription. 

Alt text: Customer review.  

 



Caption: Harper reveals declining service standards with missing features.  

Alt text: Customer review.  

Independent Opticians 

Independent opticians serve customers seeking personalised care and specialised 
expertise. Without chain purchasing power, they differentiate through service quality, 
technical expertise, and curated products. 

Eyelines: Excellence in Independent Eye Care 

Established in 1985, Eyelines demonstrates why many customers choose independents 
despite higher initial prices. Located at 88 High Street, Sevenoaks, we've served families for 
nearly 40 years. 

What Sets Eyelines Apart: 

Comprehensive Technology Included: 

●​ Every £75 exam includes OCT and OPTOS scanning 
●​ Digital photography and visual field screening 
●​ Dry eye assessment and myopia control for children 
●​ Video topography for detailed corneal mapping 

Service Excellence: 

●​ 30–45 minute appointments with no rushing 
●​ Same optometrist continuity, building patient history 
●​ On-site laboratory for same-day repairs 
●​ Personalised frame selection from exclusive designers 

Flexible Payment Options: 

●​ Enhanced Vision Care plans from £8.50/month 
●​ Includes all examinations plus 10% off eyewear 
●​ NHS enhanced exams with full scanning for £55 
●​ Student examinations for £40 

Real Patient Testimonials 



 

Caption: James Wilkinson rates Eyelines as "Simply THE best!", explaining Eyelines' 
commitment to getting things exactly right. 

Alt text: Customer review.  

 

Caption: Iain Hemington, a customer since 1985, speaks about consistent quality 
problem-solving.  

Alt text: Customer review.  

Price Breakdown: What You'll Actually Pay 
 

Provider Basic Test With OCT/Advanced What's Included 

Eyelines N/A £75 OCT, OPTOS, all scanning 

Specsavers £25 £30-35 Basic OCT only 

Boots Opticians £29.95 £54.95 OCT scanning 



The Eyelines Advantage: Your Vision Deserves 
Excellence 

Caption: After nearly 40 years serving Sevenoaks families, Eyelines has proven that 
exceptional eye care creates lasting value beyond the initial investment. 

Alt text: Eyelines’ outlet.  

When you compare what really matters in eye care—thorough examinations, early disease 
detection, personalised service, and quality eyewear that lasts, Eyelines emerges as the 
clear choice. While chains focus on volume and quick transactions, we've built our reputation 
on never compromising your eye health. 

Our comprehensive examination includes advanced technology that costs extra elsewhere. 
Our optometrists take 30-45 minutes for thorough assessments rather than rushing through 
20-minute appointments.  

We stock exclusive designer frames you won't find in chains, and our on-site laboratory 
ensures perfect fit and rapid adjustments. Most importantly, you'll see the same optometrist 
who knows your eye health history, not whoever happens to be available that day. 

The reviews speak for themselves. Customers who've tried chains return to us for the 
personal touch, expertise with complex prescriptions, and peace of mind that comes from 
comprehensive care.  

Our Enhanced Vision Care plans from just £8.50 per month make this premium service more 
affordable than ever, including all examinations and 10% off eyewear. 

https://www.eyelines.co.uk/
https://www.eyelines.co.uk/family-eyecare/myopia-control
https://www.eyelines.co.uk/services/eye-examinations
https://www.eyelines.co.uk/services/frames-sunglasses
https://www.eyelines.co.uk/family-eyecare/pricing-payment


Don't compromise on your vision.  

Contact us to book your appointment today.  

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

Can I use my NHS voucher at any optician? 

Yes, NHS optical vouchers work at all registered opticians, including Specsavers, Boots, and 
Eyelines. Values range from £39.10 to £215.50 based on prescription strength. Eyelines 
uniquely offers enhanced NHS examinations for £55, including full advanced scanning. 

How often should I get my eyes tested? 

The NHS recommends eye tests every two years for adults aged 16-40 with no known vision 
issues. However, this frequency increases based on various factors. Adults aged 41-60 
should consider tests every 1-2 years as presbyopia (age-related focusing difficulty) typically 
develops during this period. Those over 61 need annual examinations as the risk for 
cataracts, glaucoma, and macular degeneration increases with age. Children under 16 
should have annual checks since their vision continues developing and early intervention 
proves crucial.  

Anyone with existing eye conditions should follow their optometrist's recommended 
schedule, typically every 6-12 months. Regular examinations detect more than vision 
problems—they screen for eye diseases and systemic conditions like diabetes and high 
blood pressure. 

Are online glasses retailers better value? 

Online retailers offer lower prices but eliminate professional fitting crucial for complex 
prescriptions. For first-time wearers or varifocals, in-person service proves valuable.  

What's the difference between chain and independent opticians? 

Chains focus on volume with standardised service and lower basic prices. Independents like 
Eyelines provide longer appointments (30-45 minutes vs 20-25), personalised care, and 
advanced technology included standard. While chains suit basic needs, independents excel 
at comprehensive care. 

 

https://www.eyelines.co.uk/contact
https://www.eyelines.co.uk/
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