DACA and Rosh Chodesh Sh’vat
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Textual Activism

Taanit 20a:16

The Sages further taught in praise
of the reed: A person should
always be soft like a reed, and
should not be stiff like a cedar. An
incident occurred in which Rabbi
Elazar, son of Rabbi Shimon,
came from Migdal Gedor, from
his rabbi’s house, and he was
riding on a donkey and strolling
on the bank of the river. And he
was very happy, and his head was
swollen with pride because he had
studied much Torah.

Taanit 20b

He happened upon an exceedingly
ugly person, who said to him:
Greetings to you, my rabbi, but
Rabbi Elazar did not return his
greeting. Instead, Rabbi Elazar said
to him: Empty one! How ugly is
that man! Are all the people of
your city as ugly as you? The man
said to him: I do not know, but
you should go and say to the
Craftsman Who made me: How
ugly is the vessel you made. When
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Rabbi Elazar realized that he had
sinned, he descended from his
donkey and prostrated himself
before him, and he said to the
man: I have sinned against you;
forgive me. The man said to him: I
will not forgive you go until you
go to the Craftsman Who made
me and say: How ugly is the
vessel you made.

Rashi

Happened upon a person - There are
texts that write "Elijah [the Prophet],
may He be remembered for good", and
the intention was that he should
provide rebuke so that one shouldn't be

accustomed to act this way.

Taanit 20b:3

He said to them: For your sake I
forgive him, provided that he
accepts upon himself not to
become accustomed to behave like
this. Immediately, Rabbi Elazar,
son of Rabbi Shimon, entered the
study hall and taught: A person
should always be soft like a reed
and he should not be stiff like a
cedar, and therefore, due to its
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gentle qualities, the reed merited
that a quill is taken from it to
write with it a Torah scroll,
phylacteries, and mezuzot.

Genesis 3:13

(13) And the LORD God said to the
woman, “What is this you have

done!” The woman replied, “The

serpent deceived me, and I ate”.

Ravaad on Book of Creation
Through the sin of the tree of
knowledge Adam defiled two of G-d's
Names: Shaki and Adoshem. With the
sin the letter "Dalet" was made
deficient and was removed [from the
Names]. What remains from them
forms the words "I", and "there is".
And this is what is meant by "the
snake deceived me", that through the

snake, "I" and "there i1s" was made.

Shabbat 104a:

Alef beit means learn [elaf] the
wisdom [bina] of the Torah.

Gimel dalet means give to the poor
[gemol dalim]. Why is the leg of
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the gimmel extended toward the
dalet? Because it is the manner of
one who bestows loving-kindness
to pursue the poor. And why is the
leg of the dalet extended toward
the gimmel? 1t is so that a poor
person will make himself available
to him who wants to give him
charity. And why does the dalet
face away from the gimmel? It is
to teach that one should give
charity discreetly so that the poor
person will not be embarrassed by
him.

Sefer Yetzirah 5:10

And G-d bound a crown to it. And
G-d combined one with another.
And with them G-d formed
Aquarius in the Universe. Shevat in
the Year. And the Korkeban in the
Soul male and female.

Chullin 60b

“Rabbi Shimon ben Pazzi notes a
contradiction:

‘And God made the two great lights; as
it reads

‘The large light, and the small light.’
The moon said to the Holy One,
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Blessed Be He,

‘Master of the Universe, How can two
kings share one crown?’

He said to her,

‘Go and diminish yourself!’

She said to him:

‘Master of the universe, because I said
a logical thing before you, I should

diminish myself?’

Mishnah Rosh Hashanah 1:1

(1) The four new years are: On the
first of Nisan, the new year for the
kings and for the festivals; On the
first of Elul, the new year for the
tithing of animals; Rabbi Eliezer
and Rabbi Shimon say, on the first
of Tishrei. On the first of Tishrei,
the new year for years, for the
Sabbatical years and for the Jubilee
years and for the planting and for
the vegetables. On the first of
Shevat, the new year for the trees
according to the words of the House
of Shammai; The House of Hillel
says, on the fifteenth thereof.

Shabbat 31a

Eventually, the three converts
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gathered together in one place,
and they said: Shammai’s
particularly sought to drive us
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from the world; Hillel’s humility
brought us beneath the wings of
the Divine Presence.

Ariz'"'l Introduction 34

Shami sinned, through being overly
particular, that when potential converts
came to him he didn't accept them. As
a result, he is reincarnated as Shimon
Ben Azzi, who doesn't marry and

creates many converts.

Sukkah 53a

It is taught in the Tosefta: They
said about Hillel the Elder that
when he was rejoicing at the
Celebration of the Place of the
Drawing of the Water he said this:
If I am here, everyone is here; and
if I am not here, who is here?

Chidushei Aggadot on Sukkah 53a

Look at Rashi. The intention of "I"
1s going on G-d. I heard, a nice
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observation, that the numerical N2 2" WD POV N0 IRD VIR BN

value c?f "Hillel" is the same as T3 NYRWT 7" 9V ORP "IN
"Adoni". " " "
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