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Dr. Norma Franklin

Revealing the Ophel of Jerusalem

The word 79y , épel occurs seven times in the Hebrew Bible in
reference to Jerusalem, in Isaiah 32:14; 2 Chronicles 27:3, 33:14;
Nehemiah 3:26, 3:27, 11:21; and Micah 4:8. However, by the late
second Temple period the location of the Ophel in Jerusalem was
forgotten. Josephus Flavius in The Jewish War (5.145) described
the Ophel as an area contained by three walls, one of which joined
the eastern cloister of the Temple.

In 1867 the Palestine Exploration Fund (PEF) dispatched Charles
Warren to Jerusalem to ascertain the location of the Ophel. Warren
sunk the first of his famous shafts near the south-east corner of the
Temple Mount where he discovered, at a depth of ca. 11 meters, a
well-built high wall that abutted the Temple platform. Warren
announced that he had found the wall of the Ophel.

Warren’s “Ophel wall” was re-discovered by Kathleen Kenyon
which she re-dated to the Byzantine period. In the 1970s and 80s
following the Benjamin and Eilat Mazer excavations the area was
officially named the Ophel.

This paper will explore the real meaning of the word 79y \' Opel, a
meaning that has been lost in translation. This will enable the
Ophel of Dibon, the capital of Moab, mentioned in the 9th ¢ BCE
Mesha Stele, to be recognized, and the Ophel of Samaria, the
capital of Israel, mentioned in 2 Kings 5:24 to be discussed. In this
way the Ophel of Jerusalem, a key element of this great city, can
be revealed.
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Prof. Michel Zank

Double Vision: Allegorization and Other Strategies of
Unseeing the City

The shift from Iron-Age yerushelem to late antique yerushalayim
famously manifests in Paul’s letter to the Galatians, where it
appears as the result of an allegorical interpretation that “unsees”
— and thus removes — the literal city that is before one’s eyes by
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drawing attention to a city that is rendered present by its absence.
The modern strategy of biblical archaeology, which seeks the “true”
and “eternal” city not “above” but “below” the present built-up,
living, and inhabited urban space, oddly mirrors the ancient
strategy of “unseeing” what’s before one’s eyes and once again
does violence to what is present in the interest of something
absent. This paper will consider this dialectic of presence and
absence with regard to the economy of Jerusalem’s symbolic value
in its spatial (cosmic) and temporal (eschatological and historical)
deictic and referential respects.

Scott Chase

Jerusalem, My Happy Home: Inhabiting the Holy City in Early
Christian Discourse

Paul’'s allegory of the two cities (Galatians 4) distinguishes
between the present day Jerusalem of his discursive adversaries
and another, heavenly city to which the saints belong. The later
reception of this “tale of two cities” and other New Testament ideas
about citizenship raises the question: who were the inhabitants of
“‘Jerusalem” in the imagination of early Christians? There is no
single ideal of the Holy City’s citizenry; characterizations ran the
gamut from otherworldly exemplars of spiritual purity, to
self-designated ascetic and prophetic communities, to, in some
cases, malevolent supernatural beings. In this paper | focus on
sources that show a diversity of perspectives on the Holy City’s
inhabitants. In the 2nd century Gnostic First Apocalypse of James
and Testimony of Truth, Jerusalem’s inhabitants are the archons,
ambivalent rulers of the material realm, and their demonic
servants. By contrast the Montanists held themselves up as the
righteous inhabitants of a new “Jerusalem” in Asia Minor.
Citizenship in the new Jerusalem was also instrumental in
adversus Judaeos debates such as Cyprian’'s On The Two
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Mountains of Sinai and Zion. A final example, from Methodius’ On
the Banquet of the Ten Virgins, describes the inhabitants of the
New Jerusalem as those heeding the work’s call to perpetual
virginity. In analysis, | draw on two broader cultural phenomena in
the early imperial period: the shifting understanding of citizenship
in the wake of empire, and the revival of interest in ethnography
and specifically “the relationship between ethnographical
knowledge and the articulation of power and space in the
Augustan world” (C. Nicolet). Early Christians interested in the
reinvention of the world order and its power dynamics, used the
Holy City and her citizens to envision a “moral geography” that
served both the reinforcement of various Christian “worldviews”
and the polemical construction of boundaries.
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Catalin-Stefan Popa

Syriac Monastery as a Type of “Jerusalem Above”

At the end of Antiquity, the idea of Heavenly Jerusalem starts to
permeate Syriac literature, growing into an identity marker of

monastic and ascetic reception. Any convent (‘umra) and
monastery (dayra) is an imitation of Jerusalem Above (Ureslem

d-‘elyata).
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The presentation will argue that Syriac monastic authors mixed the
perspectives in imagining the heavenly Jerusalem, epitomizing
changes in the attitude from a sporadic to a very focused interest.A
survey into the ascetic tradition based on selected cases (7" to 12
c.) will be done, to illustrate how monks have been encouraged not
only to stay in their cell and meditate to that Heavenly City as an
expectation of the future life, but also to prove virtues and
monastic discipline as conditions in accessing the City Above
already from this live and “to be a ruler and king in the Eternal City

(shalita w-malka b-mditt ‘alam).” That means monks should
practice virtues in the monastery as a symbol of the City Above
and be anchored in meditation to receive a guarantee of entry into

that Jerusalem Above.

Authors have engaged with the topic and proposed that Heavenly
Jerusalem must be the monks’ only constant concern: “Think of
what is above, and not of what is on earth”. This trend has been
sustained by the monasteries keeping alive the image and hope of
the City Above through the daily life of the monks, as one can read
in a Syriac mystical text penned in the 10" century: “The convent

truly became the celestial Jerusalem, (‘elyata hi Ureslem) through

its commandments and its angelic rules and by the spiritual works
of the brothers, through offices, prayers, and offerings they have
brought to the Most Holy Trinity who rules the worlds”.

Ambra D’Alessandro

The Topography of Jerusalem’s Spirituality through the

Byzantine [/tineraria: An Analysis between Perception and

Archaeological Materiality Starting from the Holy Sepulcher
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Pilgrims perceive Jerusalem as a sacred city, envisioning it as a
divine and spiritual place even before physically arriving. However,
upon reaching the location, the tangible reality of the city clashes
with their expectations, leading to a stark contrast between the
utopian vision they have constructed in their minds and the reality
of earthly Jerusalem, with its structures, rituals, and diverse
cultures. Literary sources play a fundamental role in the
topographical reconstruction of the city, as they contain references
to specific places, buildings, streets, and practices that, when
properly interpreted, enable the understanding and recreation of
the urban and religious environment in a particular historical
period.

In particular, the Byzantine ifineraria, although having different
purposes than mere topographical descriptions, provide detailed
narratives of the main Holy Places, outlining the liturgical spaces
and offering a detailed view of the present structures. During their
journey from one place to another, these sources provide valuable
elements that sometimes allow for the establishment of an
approximate dating of the buildings themselves. Jerusalem is
depicted as a paradisiacal utopia, where everything thrives
abundantly thanks to divine blessing.

Through an interdisciplinary  approach that combines
archaeological, historical, and theological methodologies, this
study aims to explore the link between the perception of sacred
places and their physical materiality, beginning from the Holy
Sepulchre.
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