#postdildo is one part Instagram hashtag, one part graffiti tag, one part reading group, one part dialogue, one part
show and tell, one part fantasy, one part callout, one part poetry reading series, one part orgy, one part poetry book,
one part sucker punch, one part living deliciously, one part trigger warning, one part education ...

It is already too much.

Commencing Tuesday, June 26th, and with the gracious support of ARTS ASSEMBLY and the Canada Council for
the Arts, #postdildo will take form as one of the aforementioned parts: a reading group. Readings serve to help us
navigate difficult discussions on sexual violence, rape culture, desire, and a/sexual fantasies. #postdildo wants to
allow for all the room in sexual fantasies especially when applying criticism from a feminist marxist lens, moving
beyond false consciousness, where our fantasies are not our own, solely dictated by capitalist white supremacist
patriarchy.

What makes a dildo special is that it is a ready-made cock, prosthetic, available and detached from any supposed
owner who may cause damage. As the saying goes: dildos don't kill people, people kill people. #postdildo
simultaneously views the dildo as a tool of liberation and oppression, exploring the dildo as a means to both support
sexual autonomy and alienation. To that end #postdildo, with its cacophony of non-raping cocks, speculatively tells
us more about the design of our present moment than any possible future.

Last October 2017, the viral hashtag “me too” proliferated screens and lives, aggressively reminding the world that
sexual harassment and rape continues (it never stopped) to saturate lives. In the advent of these conversations,
#postdildo took on a new significance: How to fuck without causing harm? How shall you fuck without causing harm?
In the introduction to the late Canadian poet Pat Lowther’s Time Capsule, Beth Lowther reflects on her father’s brutal
murder of her mother, writing, “the equation of women with carnal nature has caused us untold suffering.” To this end,
#postdildo, yearns for carnal natures, just as it yearns for more than retribution, more than reconciliation. #postdildo is
dedicated to those who have died because of their sexual preferences and expressions, their class and race and
gender and sexuality. It is dedicated to all the poems and ideas lost.

If there are such awkward leaps in #postdildo, they are, like the shockingly unshocking explorations detailed in sexual
fantasies, the product of yearning for relations with others that are just as disgusting as they are beautiful and, at the
very least, consensual.

#postdildo #readinggroup is situated on the stolen Indigenous lands of the Musqueam, Skwxwu7mesh
Uxwumixw, St6:16, and Tsleil-Waututh peoples.

The reading group consists of five sessions, which includes a two week hiatus between session three and
four. 7pm-10pm. We’ll congregate at ACCESS Gallery (222 E Georgia St.) as guests of ARTS ASSEMBLY. If
anything changes regarding time/location, updates will be promptly communicated to all.

There is no gender restriction. We will, however, collectively discuss protocol and develop a
contract/manifesto to determine how we all might produce this space together.

If you would like to participate and/or have access to the reading folder contact Danielle LaFrance
dmmlaf@gmail.com. Participating long distance is encouraged and anticipated. Written responses are also

encouraged and anticipated.

No response means no.


https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/13lrVsC7GYKqg00N1qajhiQxteisiDSey
mailto:dmmlaf@gmail.com

session one, OR | RECOGNIZE MY BODY AND ALL LIVING BODIES AS SPEAKING BODIES AND | FULLY
CONSENT TO NEVER ENTER INTO A NATURALIZED SEXUAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THEM, AND TO NEVER
HAVE SEX WITH THEM OUTSIDE OF TEMPORAL AND CONSENSUAL CONTRA-SEXUAL CONTRACTS
tuesday, june 26th

Paul B. Preciado - excerpt from The Contra-Sexual Manifesto
Francis King - “A Dildo for a Witch” from Sexuality, Magic & Perversion
Arpita Das - “The Dildo as a Transformative Political Tool: Feminist and Queer Perspectives”

Jack Frost & Eli Long - Notes on the Erotic in the Capitalist Mode of Production
Byung-Chul Han - “Fantasy” from Agony of Eros

session two, OR THE EQUATION OF WOMEN WITH CARNAL NATURE HAS CAUSED US UNTOLD
SUFFERING

tuesday, july 3rd

Ela Przybylo - "Hysteria Manifest: Cultural Lives of a Great Disorder"

Paul B. Preciado - Letter From a Trans Man fo the Old Sexual Regime

Nancy Friday - “ROOM NUMBER THREE: RAPE”

Beth Lowther - “Introduction” to Pat Lowther’s Time Capsule

Lauren Collins - “Why Did Catherine Deneuve and Other Prominent French Women Denounce #MeToo?”

session three, OR YOU CAN DO ANYTHING YOU WANT, | WILL NOT BE HURT
tuesday, july 10th

Byung-Chul Han - “The End of Theory” from Agony of Eros

Lauren Berlant and Lee Edelman - “Sex Without Optimism” from Sex, Or the Unbearable
Laure (Colette Peignot) - “The Sacred” from Laure: the Collected Writings

[two week hiatus]

session four, OR BEAR, RIP MY HEAD OFF. FILL ALL MY HOLES

tuesday, july 31st

Marian Engel - Bear

Vinciane Despret - “The Body We Care for Figures of Anthropo-Zoo-Genesis”

Elizabeth Grosz - “Animal Sex: Libido as Desire and Death” from Space, Time, and Perversion

session five, OR A CONCEPT OF VOLUNTARY ASSOCIATION THAT ENCOMPASSES AMOROUS
MANIFESTATION, PASSIONATE AND VOLUPTUOUS GESTURES

tuesday, august 7th

Breanne Fahs - “Radical Refusals: On the Anarchist Politics of Women Choosing Asexuality”

Emile Armand - “Sensual life. Amorous Camaraderie” from Anarchist Individualism and Amorous Comradeship
Gayle S. Rubin - “Thinking Sex: Notes for a Radical Theory of the Politics of Sexuality”

THE CRITICAL POLYAMORIST - “YES. YOUR PLEASURE! YES. SELF-LOVE! AND DON'T FORGET. SETTLER
SEX 1S A STRUCTURFE’
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