Fr. A. Kulandai Lawren

Fr. A. Kulandai Lawrence, son of Mr. Arulappan and Kuladnai Therese was the first born
among the six children, hailing from the family of ‘Kuttikaara Veedu’ in the village of
Kalpalayathanpatty, a Substation to Malayadipatty. Sr. Elizabeth Mary, his younger sister, is
also a nun in the Servite congregation.

Fr. A. Kulandai Lawrence was a good musician and continued to develop this god given gift
even as a seminarian. He did his philosophy at St. Paul's Seminary, Trichy and was sent to
St. Joseph's College to do his graduation in Mathematics. After graduation, he continued his
theological studies at St. Paul's Seminary; even there he developed himself as a good
musician; for a year he was the choirmaster too.

As a deacon, he with Dn. Earnest, his companion was sent to W. Marianathapuram for the 6
months (1988 Oct - 1989 May) of diaconate ministry, where Fr. Stephen Gaspar was the
Parish Priest. He supported the parish priest with his classmate for taking census in view of
providing family cards to each family which stands a successful history in the Parish to this
day.

On 04-05-1989, he stepped up to priesthood, and was ordained by Most Rev. Dr. Thomas
Fernando, the then Bishop of Trichy, at the Cathedral. The following day, he said his first
Thanksgiving Mass at Malayadipatty St. Xavier’'s Parish Church. On 06-05-1989, he
celebrated the first thanksgiving mass at Kalpalayathanpatty, his native; notably he was the
first priest from that village.

He was appointed as the Assistant Parish Priest of Holy Redeemer’s Parish (Present
Basilica), Trichy for a year (1989-1990). He was then assigned as the first Parish Priest of
Assisi Nager, Dindigul Vicariate from 1990-1992.

He then opted to serve in the vicariate of Trichy; the then Bishop appointed him as the
Parish Priest of Theresalpuram in june-1992. While serving at the parish, he also obtained a
diploma degree in B. Ed via correspondence course. However, by then his health was
becoming weaker, and soon became very ill.

At his own request to the bishop, he came and stayed with Fr. Stephen Gaspar, who was
then the Parish Priest of Marambadi from August until his death. From there, he was
undertaking treatment in St. Joseph's hospital, Dindigul. In spite of a lot of effort to recover
him medically and spiritually, he could not succeed in survival, he breathed his last on
01-11-1992.

His body was brought to Malayadipatty Parish Church, and was kept there throughout the
night for the veneration. The following day, he was taken to the Bishop’s House, Trichy at
9:00 a.m. The funeral mass was arranged at 3:00 p.m. in the old cathedral. Most. Rev. Dr.
Thomas Fernando, the then Bishop presided over the mass and Fr. Stephen Gaspar gave
the final oration after the Holy Eucharist. Thousands of faithful gathered to pay their final



homage to this young priest, whom God called back within three years of his priesthood. His
remains were buried at Priests’ Cemetery near the Cathedral ground.

May the Soul of Fr. A. Kulandai Lawrence rest in peace. Amen
Fr. Stephen Gaspar
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