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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
JEWS FROM KURDISTAN IN ISRAEL

Greetings from the National Association of Jews from Kurdistan in Israel

The National Association of Jews from Kurdistan in Israel was founded in 1970 as the official
organization that represents the hundreds of thousands Jews from Kurdistan who now live in
Israel, including Jews born in Kurdistan as well as their children, grandchildren, and further
descendants.

Now in its 50th year, the National Association was established in Israel by Jews who had
been born in Kurdistan. After immigrating to Israel, they established the National Association
in order to ensure continuity for the religious, cultural, societal, and political leadership that
had existed for thousands of years in Kurdistan. The Chairman of the Board is Mr. Amnon
Ashkenazi, and the headquarters are in Jerusalem.

Our ancestors lived alongside the Kurdish nation. Our community strongly supports the
Kurdistan Region’s commitment to multiculturalism, reconciliation, and coexistence with
Jews, Assyrians, Ezidis, and more.

The Kurdistan Region is rich in Jewish sites and Jewish history. Unfortunately, though, the
broader public in the Kurdistan Region has lost its knowledge about even the most basic
facts of Jewish life. Also, there is little awareness about the lives of the Jews from Kurdistan
in Israel. The National Association hopes to establish a new era for reconciliation and the
security of Jewish heritage, through its outreach to the Kurdistan Region.

The National Association is the contact for officials, media, and all persons interested in
communication with the Jews from Kurdistan. More information about the National
Association may be found via its Kurdish-language outreach,

e cuwekani-kurdistan.org
e facebook.com/cuwekani-kurdistan

e info@cuwekani-kurdistan.org

The National Association has appointed Dr. Mordechai Zaken as its supervisor for Jewish
concerns in the Kurdistan Region. Dr. Zaken’s family is from Zakho and he is Israel’s leading
historian on the Kurds. Also, he is the head of Minority Affairs at Israel’s Ministry of Public
Security, and a longtime adviser to Prime Minister Netanyahu. Dr. Zaken may be contacted
directly (moti@drmordechaizaken.com) about any Jewish concerns in the Kurdistan Region.

Foundation of Ours (info@ours.foundation) is available to help with liaising and follow-up on
any inquiries, as part of its mission to support Jewish expression in the Kurdistan Region.

National Association of Jews from Kurdistan in Israel

cuwekani-kurdistan.org - facebook.com/cuwekani-kurdistan - info@cuwekani-kurdistan.org


https://cuwekani-kurdistan.org
https://facebook.com/cuwekani-kurdistan
mailto:info@cuwekani-kurdistan.org
mailto:moti@drmordechaizaken.com
mailto:info@ours.foundation
https://cuwekani-kurdistan.org
https://facebook.com/cuwekani-kurdistan
mailto:info@cuwekani-kurdistan.org

2020-11-17

INIYR INVD'TID 'TIN' DY 'XIND [IAIND
JoV s A Gliws g SSeggr  0gaiaS (saangs

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
JEWS FROM KURDISTAN IN ISRAEL

bl O gShen 0 gL ot A3 (it ) 98 S0 g 93 0 gAIAT (gl 3S AL

) A 5 48 4y o A (S gl RS o5 Aala VAV e s 4l aS il puasi 4l (i ) 5 (S0 g 5 (o 345 (gl 5S
OlolCallaie 4y 40 580l s ) € Al 4 (sad) g ea S ¢ o ) Al L 4 S (L j oS e 55 ) e Ol
0 sAilSe g4

353 Sl 4 iy 4Dy et 51 350958 (lam IS 45 (5405 3m 545 (A AL |y el iy A o 505 43S
44 g 4l AS (o) 03 S Al g g 43 (ol 5 (VAR IS (Sl S s 5 5S¢ Al (g Ry (o il sl S
1S e ] o o 302 s (o 55 (540 38 113 (ool Lty a1 Bl (55 1S 8 (S (o b Sl
(s (S5 Al ) 5 (5 L Al aSe 5) A8 ) 8 b L0555 a8 Al Jl 1)) s (s 5le 5048 (lSe g 5m 03,58

A 5 UGS O giald 33t Vi () s

Y Al ClSen i 5 58 el AR (5 S (5 s 4 A (5483 (05T 35S (oo AR LS 4 gl il s Al
A Sl 5 S 55 (S ) p80 (S g g JABAT 1AL 5 0 Sy 5 AL 505 (5 )5S

s 558 (i A (SHA o 25 (51 o s 0 ARG (S0 553 (S 55 0 o 5] AL 545 4y 021l 03 (s 5 S (i
So 59 (S5 5o ke p4S (S Hladiga Lo s AR 4 Gl ) Sl (S 5o (5 )5S 5 55 55e (g0 )l ped (L 5540 (S )kl )
A e gsa 3 s 5 SEE AL 5 (Seed e (S 52 o) s s (o g3 (sl 38 A J) et Al (i ) S
sl 5 o i e JASA (s gty iy (5484

e 553 (5L 5 SAS SAS a5 Al ety IS i€ JaSal in SSnie sty (S s (530 55 o0 s (a3
iyt (5450 Al (258 (e 4 0 ) 3 (e 340 (st 3S (50l e ka3 (sl (ol sy ey S Al iy S5 R Y
o sAils

cuwekani-kurdistan.org e

facebook.com/cuwekani-kurdistan e

info@cuwekani-kurdistan.org e

(O S i A Al o5 g (5 LR Ay s S5 0553 ) Sl G (iS) ) (slRea y3e S0 (lSs 5 g (o0 AR (gl S
A W s AR 0513558 (50 L o2 4l pussi (5o st SSiilig 5 3 (nS1) L3Sy 5 (381 A S1) L 5Ss s
235338 S (LaLi) O e S5 S Sigl ) sSo g o g o (L et JSluld (T ) Jo g 4l 4dlSanedS (g jl S
SksS ek (moti@drmordechaizaken.com) a5 (S)) .2 4 (i sy 33 saiul ) S o clas g 4a
) S ol Ar Al o n

3 OleaSaailals 4 iy 5556 (S A Salbpd g oaliegily 3 awalll Foundation of Ours e s 4a
info@ours.foundation :liws ) sS ai As 4 GlSe 5 (3358 (5 Kk (S o

National Association of Jews from Kurdistan in Israel

cuwekani-kurdistan.org - facebook.com/cuwekani-kurdistan - info@cuwekani-kurdistan.org


https://cuwekani-kurdistan.org
https://facebook.com/cuwekani-kurdistan
mailto:info@cuwekani-kurdistan.org
mailto:moti@drmordechaizaken.com
mailto:info@ours.foundation
https://cuwekani-kurdistan.org
https://facebook.com/cuwekani-kurdistan
mailto:info@cuwekani-kurdistan.org

INIYL] [RVD'TIID 'TIN' YW 'XIND [N
Jol s & Qw987 SS099m  09aiad (salanyS

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
JEWS FROM KURDISTAN IN ISRAEL

Regarding Jewish status, and lack of populations in the Kurdistan Region

Jews are an ethno-religious community. As with any other community, only Jews can define
for themselves who is or is not Jewish. For thousands of years, the definition of being born
Jewish has remained the same: someone must have a Jewish mother, and each person’s
case must be validated by their community. Conversion of individuals from a non-Jewish
mother is highly restricted and is not encouraged.

Currently, there are no Jews remaining in the Kurdistan Region, except for very few
expatriates, and there is no functioning synagogue. However, in Israel, there is a thriving
community of hundreds of thousands of Jews from Kurdistan. In Israel, we maintain
concentrated neighborhoods with local synagogues. In many cases, these synagogues were
established to “reopen” the synagogues that had been abandoned in Kurdistan. Many are
named for ancestral places in Kurdistan.

For most, being known as “Jews from Kurdistan” (or “Kurdish Jews” for short) is not meant to
suggest Jews are ethnically Kurdish and just happen to practice another religion. The origin
of the term “from Kurdistan” is largely based on areas where Jews’ residence depended on
agreements with Kurdish Muslim aghas. However, it is deeper than how a “French Jew” may
be French on account of a passport alone. The term “Jews from Kurdistan” also helps in part
to describe the cultural milieu where Jews had coexisted with Kurdish Muslims alongside
Assyrians, Ezidis, and others. In the modern era, warm attitudes between Kurdish Muslims
and the Jews from Kurdistan has opened a new opportunity for reconciliation and even
redefining the Kurdish and Jewish dynamic.

Many people around the world talk about an anecdotal Jewish grandparent, in-law, or other
ancestor. This ancestry does not result in them being recognized as Jews. Nor is someone
Jewish based on such things as: public declarations about Jewish relatives; genetic tests
that claim a Jewish percentage; or being interested in Jewish tradition. Contrary to some
popular beliefs, none of that is sufficient under Jewish law. It is hearsay. Jews do not define
them as Jewish. Some religions deem a declaration of belief to be the entry point. Judaism
does not.

“Ben Jew” is a non-Jewish idea that has become popular in the Kurdistan Region. It
inaccurately portrays proximity to Judaism. In the Kurdistan Region, many non-Jews have
Jewish ancestry. However, it is not at all part of Jewish tradition. The only thing it reflects is
tribal questions among Kurdish Muslims. Also, the phrase “Ben Jews” has confused the
public on the traditions and laws of Judaism, due to the suggestions that such people have
any Jewish status or that there are levels of Jewishness. They are simply not Jewish.
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Regarding non-Jewish cases, and impostors in the Kurdistan Region

Expressions of sympathy, interest, or family history regarding Jewish heritage are positive if
they are well-intentioned and positive. However, they are not equal to actually being Jewish.
False claims of being Jewish in fact only serve two things: to degrade Jewish tradition and
Jewish law; and to push away the community of hundreds of thousands of Jews from
Kurdistan who are striving for reconciliation. While previous generations exiled the Jews
from Kurdistan, such impostors seek to repeat this expulsion in spirit.

When Jews were expelled from Kurdistan in the 1950s, the Jews living in Kurdistan left in
their entirety. No Jewish family remained. Because of the very close nature of the Jewish
communities, this was never under any doubt, as all members knew each other and were
closely attached to their community leaders.

In the 1990s, some of the Jewish families from Kurdistan in Israel, found they had distant
Muslim relatives in Kurdistan who expressed interest in immigrating to Israel. These people
were allowed to travel to Israel based on the Law of Return, which can allow certain foreign
nationals who are non-Jewish but with Jewish ancestry to immigrate to Israel. Over time, as
these new immigrants were found to not be Jewish, they wound up leaving Israel.

Since the 2010s, a new but rare phenomenon has occurred of a small handful of impostors
who claim to represent long-lost Jews, usually in order to obtain some personal advantage,
solicit money, or get a position. This is dishonest, degrading, and connected to antisemitism.
Impostors serve nothing except usurping goodwill toward Jews, by attempting to gain
personal benefits through inserting themselves into the public consciousness about the Jews
from Kurdistan. Three examples of such impostors are,

e Mr. Sherzad Omar Mamsani and Mr. Sherko Othman Abdullah. Both men defrauded
an earlier Kurdistan Region administration into roles as local Jewish representatives,
before the National Association renewed efforts to advise on Jewish concerns.

e Mr. Ranjdar Abdulrahman, under the alias “Ranj Cohen”, whose attempts to displace
the authentic Kurdish Jewish community’s role in Kurdistan are reprehensible.

Such impostors have also suggested a non-Kurd with no relationship to Kurdistan could
have any sort of Chief Rabbi or other religious leadership role over Kurdistan. That is a
fundamentally anti-Kurdish agenda.
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Regarding rights of the Jews from Kurdistan, and partners in the Kurdistan Region

The National Association of Jews from Kurdistan in Israel was founded in 1970 as the
umbrella organization to provide continuity to Kurdish Jewish representation. It represents
Kurdish Jews after the Jewish community’s expulsion from Kurdistan and return to Israel
from the diaspora. The National Association has a natural right to provide the Kurdistan
Region with guidance on Jewish sites, Jewish issues, and knowledge about Kurdish Jews.

The National Association wishes to give special thanks to its partners who have sought the
National Association’s input on concerns in the Kurdistan Region,

Thank you to Kurdistan Region President Nechirvan Barzani, for exemplary support of the
renovation of the Shrine of the Prophet Nahum, and the rights of Jews from Kurdistan.

Thank you to the United States Consulate, for sending a powerful affirmation of coexistence
and tolerance by including Jewish sites in alQosh and Shush in its cultural support plans.

Thank you to ARCH, for preserving the heritage of Jewish culture, interfaith coexistence, and
peace in the Kurdistan Region through its ongoing work in alQosh and Shush.

Thank you to the Minister of Endowment and Religious Affairs, for stating that the Ministry
looks forward to a new era of reconciliation after previous missteps.

Thank you to the community of alQosh, for the safekeeping of the Shrine of the Prophet
Nahum. The National Association recognizes the historic bond between Assyrians and Jews,
and that Assyrian was the mother tongue of the Jews from Kurdistan. Also, the National
Association thanks the Kurdish public for its remarkable goodwill toward Kurdish Jews, as
well as toward all Jews and toward Israel.

Regarding religious authority, the communities of Jews from Kurdistan in Israel have had
Rabbis and maintained religious institutions for thousands of years. As there is no Jewish
community in the Kurdistan Region, there is no permanent religious assignment to the
Kurdistan Region. However, the National Association considers it natural and fundamental
that whenever consultations with a Rabbi are needed, that the Rabbi is of Kurdish descent.
The National Association has a traditional right and authority to supervise such a selection. It
would be deeply upsetting to see non-Jewish, non-Kurdish, or unaffiliated figures claiming
religious or societal leadership over Jewish concerns in the Kurdistan Region.
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