
January 8th– The Book of Job, Chapters 1-10 
1:1 There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and 
upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil. 1:2 And there were born unto him seven 
sons and three daughters. 1:3 His substance also was seven thousand sheep, and three 
thousand camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she asses, and a very great 
household; so that this man was the greatest of all the men of the east. 1:4 And his sons went 
and feasted in their houses, every one his day; and sent and called for their three sisters to eat 
and to drink with them. 1:5 And it was so, when the days of their feasting were gone about, that 
Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up early in the morning, and offered burnt offerings 
according to the number of them all: for Job said, It may be that my sons have sinned, and 
cursed God in their hearts. Thus did Job continually. 

1:6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, 
and Satan came also among them. 1:7 And the LORD said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? 
Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking 
up and down in it. 1:8 And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, 
that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and 
escheweth evil? 1:9 Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought? 
1:10 Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath 
on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the 
land. 1:11 But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy 
face. 1:12 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon 
himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD. 

1:13 And there was a day when his sons and his daughters were eating and drinking wine in 
their eldest brother’s house: 1:14 And there came a messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen 
were plowing, and the asses feeding beside them: 1:15 And the Sabeans fell upon them, and 
took them away; yea, they have slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and I only am 
escaped alone to tell thee. 1:16 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, 
The fire of God is fallen from heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and the servants, and 
consumed them; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 1:17 While he was yet speaking, 
there came also another, and said, The Chaldeans made out three bands, and fell upon the 
camels, and have carried them away, yea, and slain the servants with the edge of the sword; 
and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 1:18 While he was yet speaking, there came also 
another, and said, Thy sons and thy daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest 
brother’s house: 1:19 And, behold, there came a great wind from the wilderness, and smote the 
four corners of the house, and it fell upon the young men, and they are dead; and I only am 
escaped alone to tell thee. 1:20 Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and 
fell down upon the ground, and worshipped, 1:21 And said, Naked came I out of my mother’s 
womb, and naked shall I return thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; 
blessed be the name of the LORD. 1:22 In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly. 
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2:1 Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, 
and Satan came also among them to present himself before the LORD. 2:2 And the LORD said 
unto Satan, From whence comest thou? And Satan answered the LORD, and said, From going 
to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it. 2:3 And the LORD said unto Satan, 
Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an 
upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, 
although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause. 2:4 And Satan answered 
the LORD, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life. 2:5 But put 
forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse thee to thy face. 2:6 
And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life. 

2:7 So went Satan forth from the presence of the LORD, and smote Job with sore boils from the 
sole of his foot unto his crown. 2:8 And he took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal; and he 
sat down among the ashes. 

2:9 Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, and die. 2:10 
But he said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. What? shall we 
receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin with his 
lips. 

2:11 Now when Job’s three friends heard of all this evil that was come upon him, they came 
every one from his own place; Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the 
Naamathite: for they had made an appointment together to come to mourn with him and to 
comfort him. 2:12 And when they lifted up their eyes afar off, and knew him not, they lifted up 
their voice, and wept; and they rent every one his mantle, and sprinkled dust upon their heads 
toward heaven. 2:13 So they sat down with him upon the ground seven days and seven nights, 
and none spake a word unto him: for they saw that his grief was very great. 

3:1 After this opened Job his mouth, and cursed his day. 3:2 And Job spake, and said, 3:3 Let 
the day perish wherein I was born, and the night in which it was said, There is a man child 
conceived. 3:4 Let that day be darkness; let not God regard it from above, neither let the light 
shine upon it. 3:5 Let darkness and the shadow of death stain it; let a cloud dwell upon it; let the 
blackness of the day terrify it. 3:6 As for that night, let darkness seize upon it; let it not be joined 
unto the days of the year, let it not come into the number of the months. 3:7 Lo, let that night be 
solitary, let no joyful voice come therein. 3:8 Let them curse it that curse the day, who are ready 
to raise up their mourning. 3:9 Let the stars of the twilight thereof be dark; let it look for light, but 
have none; neither let it see the dawning of the day: 3:10 Because it shut not up the doors of my 
mother’s womb, nor hid sorrow from mine eyes. 3:11 Why died I not from the womb? why did I 
not give up the ghost when I came out of the belly? 3:12 Why did the knees prevent me? or why 
the breasts that I should suck? 3:13 For now should I have lain still and been quiet, I should 
have slept: then had I been at rest, 3:14 With kings and counsellors of the earth, which built 
desolate places for themselves; 3:15 Or with princes that had gold, who filled their houses with 
silver: 3:16 Or as an hidden untimely birth I had not been; as infants which never saw light. 3:17 
There the wicked cease from troubling; and there the weary be at rest. 3:18 There the prisoners 
rest together; they hear not the voice of the oppressor. 3:19 The small and great are there; and 



the servant is free from his master. 3:20 Wherefore is light given to him that is in misery, and life 
unto the bitter in soul; 3:21 Which long for death, but it cometh not; and dig for it more than for 
hid treasures; 3:22 Which rejoice exceedingly, and are glad, when they can find the grave? 3:23 
Why is light given to a man whose way is hid, and whom God hath hedged in? 3:24 For my 
sighing cometh before I eat, and my roarings are poured out like the waters. 3:25 For the thing 
which I greatly feared is come upon me, and that which I was afraid of is come unto me. 3:26 I 
was not in safety, neither had I rest, neither was I quiet; yet trouble came. 

4:1 Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said, 4:2 If we assay to commune with thee, wilt 
thou be grieved? but who can withhold himself from speaking? 4:3 Behold, thou hast instructed 
many, and thou hast strengthened the weak hands. 4:4 Thy words have upholden him that was 
falling, and thou hast strengthened the feeble knees. 4:5 But now it is come upon thee, and thou 
faintest; it toucheth thee, and thou art troubled. 4:6 Is not this thy fear, thy confidence, thy hope, 
and the uprightness of thy ways? 4:7 Remember, I pray thee, who ever perished, being 
innocent? or where were the righteous cut off? 4:8 Even as I have seen, they that plow iniquity, 
and sow wickedness, reap the same. 4:9 By the blast of God they perish, and by the breath of 
his nostrils are they consumed. 4:10 The roaring of the lion, and the voice of the fierce lion, and 
the teeth of the young lions, are broken. 4:11 The old lion perisheth for lack of prey, and the 
stout lion’s whelps are scattered abroad. 4:12 Now a thing was secretly brought to me, and mine 
ear received a little thereof. 4:13 In thoughts from the visions of the night, when deep sleep 
falleth on men, 4:14 Fear came upon me, and trembling, which made all my bones to shake. 
4:15 Then a spirit passed before my face; the hair of my flesh stood up: 4:16 It stood still, but I 
could not discern the form thereof: an image was before mine eyes, there was silence, and I 
heard a voice, saying, 4:17 Shall mortal man be more just than God? shall a man be more pure 
than his maker? 4:18 Behold, he put no trust in his servants; and his angels he charged with 
folly: 4:19 How much less in them that dwell in houses of clay, whose foundation is in the dust, 
which are crushed before the moth? 4:20 They are destroyed from morning to evening: they 
perish for ever without any regarding it. 4:21 Doth not their excellency which is in them go 
away? they die, even without wisdom. 

5:1 Call now, if there be any that will answer thee; and to which of the saints wilt thou turn? 5:2 
For wrath killeth the foolish man, and envy slayeth the silly one. 5:3 I have seen the foolish 
taking root: but suddenly I cursed his habitation. 5:4 His children are far from safety, and they 
are crushed in the gate, neither is there any to deliver them. 5:5 Whose harvest the hungry 
eateth up, and taketh it even out of the thorns, and the robber swalloweth up their substance. 
5:6 Although affliction cometh not forth of the dust, neither doth trouble spring out of the ground; 
5:7 Yet man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward. 5:8 I would seek unto God, and unto 
God would I commit my cause: 5:9 Which doeth great things and unsearchable; marvellous 
things without number: 5:10 Who giveth rain upon the earth, and sendeth waters upon the 
fields: 5:11 To set up on high those that be low; that those which mourn may be exalted to 
safety. 5:12 He disappointeth the devices of the crafty, so that their hands cannot perform their 
enterprise. 5:13 He taketh the wise in their own craftiness: and the counsel of the froward is 
carried headlong. 5:14 They meet with darkness in the daytime, and grope in the noonday as in 
the night. 5:15 But he saveth the poor from the sword, from their mouth, and from the hand of 
the mighty. 5:16 So the poor hath hope, and iniquity stoppeth her mouth. 5:17 Behold, happy is 



the man whom God correcteth: therefore despise not thou the chastening of the Almighty: 5:18 
For he maketh sore, and bindeth up: he woundeth, and his hands make whole. 5:19 He shall 
deliver thee in six troubles: yea, in seven there shall no evil touch thee. 5:20 In famine he shall 
redeem thee from death: and in war from the power of the sword. 5:21 Thou shalt be hid from 
the scourge of the tongue: neither shalt thou be afraid of destruction when it cometh. 5:22 At 
destruction and famine thou shalt laugh: neither shalt thou be afraid of the beasts of the earth. 
5:23 For thou shalt be in league with the stones of the field: and the beasts of the field shall be 
at peace with thee. 5:24 And thou shalt know that thy tabernacle shall be in peace; and thou 
shalt visit thy habitation, and shalt not sin. 5:25 Thou shalt know also that thy seed shall be 
great, and thine offspring as the grass of the earth. 5:26 Thou shalt come to thy grave in a full 
age, like as a shock of corn cometh in in his season. 5:27 Lo this, we have searched it, so it is; 
hear it, and know thou it for thy good. 

6:1 But Job answered and said, 6:2 O that my grief were throughly weighed, and my calamity 
laid in the balances together! 6:3 For now it would be heavier than the sand of the sea: therefore 
my words are swallowed up. 6:4 For the arrows of the Almighty are within me, the poison 
whereof drinketh up my spirit: the terrors of God do set themselves in array against me. 6:5 
Doth the wild ass bray when he hath grass? or loweth the ox over his fodder? 6:6 Can that 
which is unsavoury be eaten without salt? or is there any taste in the white of an egg? 6:7 The 
things that my soul refused to touch are as my sorrowful meat. 6:8 Oh that I might have my 
request; and that God would grant me the thing that I long for! 6:9 Even that it would please God 
to destroy me; that he would let loose his hand, and cut me off! 6:10 Then should I yet have 
comfort; yea, I would harden myself in sorrow: let him not spare; for I have not concealed the 
words of the Holy One. 6:11 What is my strength, that I should hope? and what is mine end, that 
I should prolong my life? 6:12 Is my strength the strength of stones? or is my flesh of brass? 
6:13 Is not my help in me? and is wisdom driven quite from me? 6:14 To him that is afflicted pity 
should be shewed from his friend; but he forsaketh the fear of the Almighty. 6:15 My brethren 
have dealt deceitfully as a brook, and as the stream of brooks they pass away; 6:16 Which are 
blackish by reason of the ice, and wherein the snow is hid: 6:17 What time they wax warm, they 
vanish: when it is hot, they are consumed out of their place. 6:18 The paths of their way are 
turned aside; they go to nothing, and perish. 6:19 The troops of Tema looked, the companies of 
Sheba waited for them. 6:20 They were confounded because they had hoped; they came 
thither, and were ashamed. 6:21 For now ye are no thing; ye see my casting down, and are 
afraid. 6:22 Did I say, Bring unto me? or, Give a reward for me of your substance? 6:23 Or, 
Deliver me from the enemy’s hand? or, Redeem me from the hand of the mighty? 6:24 Teach 
me, and I will hold my tongue: and cause me to understand wherein I have erred. 6:25 How 
forcible are right words! but what doth your arguing reprove? 6:26 Do ye imagine to reprove 
words, and the speeches of one that is desperate, which are as wind? 6:27 Yea, ye overwhelm 
the fatherless, and ye dig a pit for your friend. 6:28 Now therefore be content, look upon me; for 
it is evident unto you if I lie. 6:29 Return, I pray you, let it not be iniquity; yea, return again, my 
righteousness is in it. 6:30 Is there iniquity in my tongue? cannot my taste discern perverse 
things? 

7:1 Is there not an appointed time to man upon earth? are not his days also like the days of an 
hireling? 7:2 As a servant earnestly desireth the shadow, and as an hireling looketh for the 



reward of his work: 7:3 So am I made to possess months of vanity, and wearisome nights are 
appointed to me. 7:4 When I lie down, I say, When shall I arise, and the night be gone? and I am 
full of tossings to and fro unto the dawning of the day. 7:5 My flesh is clothed with worms and 
clods of dust; my skin is broken, and become loathsome. 7:6 My days are swifter than a 
weaver’s shuttle, and are spent without hope. 7:7 O remember that my life is wind: mine eye 
shall no more see good. 7:8 The eye of him that hath seen me shall see me no more: thine eyes 
are upon me, and I am not. 7:9 As the cloud is consumed and vanisheth away: so he that goeth 
down to the grave shall come up no more. 7:10 He shall return no more to his house, neither 
shall his place know him any more. 7:11 Therefore I will not refrain my mouth; I will speak in the 
anguish of my spirit; I will complain in the bitterness of my soul. 7:12 Am I a sea, or a whale, that 
thou settest a watch over me? 7:13 When I say, My bed shall comfort me, my couch shall ease 
my complaint; 7:14 Then thou scarest me with dreams, and terrifiest me through visions: 7:15 
So that my soul chooseth strangling, and death rather than my life. 7:16 I loathe it; I would not 
live alway: let me alone; for my days are vanity. 7:17 What is man, that thou shouldest magnify 
him? and that thou shouldest set thine heart upon him? 7:18 And that thou shouldest visit him 
every morning, and try him every moment? 7:19 How long wilt thou not depart from me, nor let 
me alone till I swallow down my spittle? 7:20 I have sinned; what shall I do unto thee, O thou 
preserver of men? why hast thou set me as a mark against thee, so that I am a burden to 
myself? 7:21 And why dost thou not pardon my transgression, and take away mine iniquity? for 
now shall I sleep in the dust; and thou shalt seek me in the morning, but I shall not be. 

8:1 Then answered Bildad the Shuhite, and said, 8:2 How long wilt thou speak these things? 
and how long shall the words of thy mouth be like a strong wind? 8:3 Doth God pervert 
judgment? or doth the Almighty pervert justice? 8:4 If thy children have sinned against him, and 
he have cast them away for their transgression; 8:5 If thou wouldest seek unto God betimes, 
and make thy supplication to the Almighty; 8:6 If thou wert pure and upright; surely now he 
would awake for thee, and make the habitation of thy righteousness prosperous. 8:7 Though thy 
beginning was small, yet thy latter end should greatly increase. 8:8 For enquire, I pray thee, of 
the former age, and prepare thyself to the search of their fathers: 8:9 (For we are but of 
yesterday, and know nothing, because our days upon earth are a shadow:) 8:10 Shall not they 
teach thee, and tell thee, and utter words out of their heart? 8:11 Can the rush grow up without 
mire? can the flag grow without water? 8:12 Whilst it is yet in his greenness, and not cut down, it 
withereth before any other herb. 8:13 So are the paths of all that forget God; and the hypocrite’s 
hope shall perish: 8:14 Whose hope shall be cut off, and whose trust shall be a spider’s web. 
8:15 He shall lean upon his house, but it shall not stand: he shall hold it fast, but it shall not 
endure. 8:16 He is green before the sun, and his branch shooteth forth in his garden. 8:17 His 
roots are wrapped about the heap, and seeth the place of stones. 8:18 If he destroy him from 
his place, then it shall deny him, saying, I have not seen thee. 8:19 Behold, this is the joy of his 
way, and out of the earth shall others grow. 8:20 Behold, God will not cast away a perfect man, 
neither will he help the evil doers: 8:21 Till he fill thy mouth with laughing, and thy lips with 
rejoicing. 8:22 They that hate thee shall be clothed with shame; and the dwelling place of the 
wicked shall come to nought. 

9:1 Then Job answered and said, 9:2 I know it is so of a truth: but how should man be just with 
God? 9:3 If he will contend with him, he cannot answer him one of a thousand. 9:4 He is wise in 



heart, and mighty in strength: who hath hardened himself against him, and hath prospered? 9:5 
Which removeth the mountains, and they know not: which overturneth them in his anger. 9:6 
Which shaketh the earth out of her place, and the pillars thereof tremble. 9:7 Which 
commandeth the sun, and it riseth not; and sealeth up the stars. 9:8 Which alone spreadeth out 
the heavens, and treadeth upon the waves of the sea. 9:9 Which maketh Arcturus, Orion, and 
Pleiades, and the chambers of the south. 9:10 Which doeth great things past finding out; yea, 
and wonders without number. 9:11 Lo, he goeth by me, and I see him not: he passeth on also, 
but I perceive him not. 9:12 Behold, he taketh away, who can hinder him? who will say unto him, 
What doest thou? 9:13 If God will not withdraw his anger, the proud helpers do stoop under him. 
9:14 How much less shall I answer him, and choose out my words to reason with him? 9:15 
Whom, though I were righteous, yet would I not answer, but I would make supplication to my 
judge. 9:16 If I had called, and he had answered me; yet would I not believe that he had 
hearkened unto my voice. 9:17 For he breaketh me with a tempest, and multiplieth my wounds 
without cause. 9:18 He will not suffer me to take my breath, but filleth me with bitterness. 9:19 If 
I speak of strength, lo, he is strong: and if of judgment, who shall set me a time to plead? 9:20 If 
I justify myself, mine own mouth shall condemn me: if I say, I am perfect, it shall also prove me 
perverse. 9:21 Though I were perfect, yet would I not know my soul: I would despise my life. 
9:22 This is one thing, therefore I said it, He destroyeth the perfect and the wicked. 9:23 If the 
scourge slay suddenly, he will laugh at the trial of the innocent. 9:24 The earth is given into the 
hand of the wicked: he covereth the faces of the judges thereof; if not, where, and who is he? 
9:25 Now my days are swifter than a post: they flee away, they see no good. 9:26 They are 
passed away as the swift ships: as the eagle that hasteth to the prey. 9:27 If I say, I will forget 
my complaint, I will leave off my heaviness, and comfort myself: 9:28 I am afraid of all my 
sorrows, I know that thou wilt not hold me innocent. 9:29 If I be wicked, why then labour I in 
vain? 9:30 If I wash myself with snow water, and make my hands never so clean; 9:31 Yet shalt 
thou plunge me in the ditch, and mine own clothes shall abhor me. 9:32 For he is not a man, as 
I am, that I should answer him, and we should come together in judgment. 9:33 Neither is there 
any daysman betwixt us, that might lay his hand upon us both. 9:34 Let him take his rod away 
from me, and let not his fear terrify me: 9:35 Then would I speak, and not fear him; but it is not 
so with me. 

10:1 My soul is weary of my life; I will leave my complaint upon myself; I will speak in the 
bitterness of my soul. 10:2 I will say unto God, Do not condemn me; shew me wherefore thou 
contendest with me. 10:3 Is it good unto thee that thou shouldest oppress, that thou shouldest 
despise the work of thine hands, and shine upon the counsel of the wicked? 10:4 Hast thou 
eyes of flesh? or seest thou as man seeth? 10:5 Are thy days as the days of man? are thy years 
as man’s days, 10:6 That thou enquirest after mine iniquity, and searchest after my sin? 10:7 
Thou knowest that I am not wicked; and there is none that can deliver out of thine hand. 10:8 
Thine hands have made me and fashioned me together round about; yet thou dost destroy me. 
10:9 Remember, I beseech thee, that thou hast made me as the clay; and wilt thou bring me 
into dust again? 10:10 Hast thou not poured me out as milk, and curdled me like cheese? 10:11 
Thou hast clothed me with skin and flesh, and hast fenced me with bones and sinews. 10:12 
Thou hast granted me life and favour, and thy visitation hath preserved my spirit. 10:13 And 
these things hast thou hid in thine heart: I know that this is with thee. 10:14 If I sin, then thou 



markest me, and thou wilt not acquit me from mine iniquity. 10:15 If I be wicked, woe unto me; 
and if I be righteous, yet will I not lift up my head. I am full of confusion; therefore see thou mine 
affliction; 10:16 For it increaseth. Thou huntest me as a fierce lion: and again thou shewest 
thyself marvellous upon me. 10:17 Thou renewest thy witnesses against me, and increasest 
thine indignation upon me; changes and war are against me. 10:18 Wherefore then hast thou 
brought me forth out of the womb? Oh that I had given up the ghost, and no eye had seen me! 
10:19 I should have been as though I had not been; I should have been carried from the womb 
to the grave. 10:20 Are not my days few? cease then, and let me alone, that I may take comfort 
a little, 10:21 Before I go whence I shall not return, even to the land of darkness and the shadow 
of death; 10:22 A land of darkness, as darkness itself; and of the shadow of death, without any 
order, and where the light is as darkness. 

January 9th– Sir Francis Drake Revived (compiled 
by Philip Nichols) 

Calling upon this dull or effeminate Age, to follow his noble steps for gold and silver. 
As there is a general Vengeance which secretly pursueth the doers of wrong, and suffereth 

them not to prosper, albeit no man of purpose empeach them: so is there a particular 
Indignation, engrafted in the bosom of all that are wronged, which ceaseth not seeking, by all 
means possible, to redress or remedy the wrong received. Insomuch as those great and mighty 
men, in whom their prosperous estate hath bred such an overweening of themselves, but they 
do not only wrong their inferiors, but despise them being injured, seem to take a very unfit 
course for their own safety, and far unfitter for their rest. For as ESOP teacheth, even the fly 
hath her spleen, and the emmet [ant] is not without her choler; and both together many times 
find means whereby, though the eagle lays her eggs in JUPITER'S lap, yet by one way or other, 
she escapeth not requital of her wrong done [to] the emmet. 

Among the manifold examples hereof, which former Ages have committed to memory, or our 
Time yielded to sight: I suppose, there hath not been any more notable then this in hand; either 
in respect of the greatness of the person in whom the first injury was offered, or the meanness 
of him who righted himself. The one being, in his own conceit, the mightiest Monarch of all the 
world! The other, an English Captain, a mean subject of her Majesty's! Who (besides the wrongs 
received at Rio de [la] Hacha with Captain JOHN LOVELL in the years 1565 and 1566) having 
been grievously endamaged at San Juan de Ulua in the Bay of Mexico, with captain JOHN 
HAWKINS, in the years 1567 and 1568, not only in the loss of his goods of some value, but also 
of his kinsmen and friends, and that by the falsehood of DON MARTIN HENRIQUEZ then the 
Viceroy of Mexico; and finding that no recompense could be recovered out of Spain, by any of 
his own means, or by Her Majesty's letters; he used such helps as he might, by two several 
voyages into the West Indies (the first with two ships, the one called the Dragon, the other the 
Swan, in the year 1570: the other in the Swan alone in the year 1571, to gain such intelligences 
as might further him, to get some amends for his loss. 

On Whitsunday Eve, being the 24th of May, in the year 1572, Captain DRAKE in the Pascha 
of Plymouth of 70 tons, his admiral [flag-ship]; with the Swan of the same port, of 25 tons, his 
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vice-admiral, in which his brother JOHN DRAKE was Captain (having in both of them, of men 
and boys seventy-three, all voluntarily assembled; of which the eldest was fifty, all the rest under 
thirty: so divided that there were forty-seven in the one ship, and twenty-six in the other. Both 
richly furnished with victuals and apparel for a whole year; and no less heedfully provided of all 
manner of munition, artillery, artificers, stuff and tools, that were requisite for such a Man-of-war 
in such an attempt: but especially having three dainty pinnaces made in Plymouth, taken 
asunder in all pieces, and stowed aboard, to be set up as occasion served), set sail, from out of 
the Sound of Plymouth, with intent to land at Nombre de Dios. 

The wind continued prosperous and favourable at northeast, and gave us a very good 
passage, without any alteration or change: so that albeit we had sight (3rd June) of Porto Santo, 
one of the Madeiras, and of the Canaries also within twelve days of our setting forth: yet we 
never struck sail nor came to anchor, nor made any stay for any cause, neither there nor 
elsewhere, until twenty-five days after; when (28th June) we had sight of the island Guadaloupe, 
one of the islands of the West Indies, goodly high land. 

The next morning (29th June), we entered between Dominica and Guadaloupe, where we 
descried two canoes coming from a rocky island, three leagues off Dominica; which usually 
repair thither to fish, by reason of the great plenty thereof, which is there continually to be found. 

We landed on the south side of it, remaining there three days to refresh our men; and to water 
our ships out of one of those goodly rivers, which fall down off the mountain. There we saw 
certain poor cottages; built with Palmito boughs and branches; but no inhabitants, at that time, 
civil or savage: the cottages it may be (for we could know no certain cause of the solitariness we 
found there) serving, not for continual inhabitation, but only for their uses, that came to that 
place at certain seasons to fish. 

The third day after (1st July), about three in the afternoon, we set sail from thence, toward the 
continent of Terra firma. 

And the fifth day after (6th July), we had sight of the high land of Santa Marta; but came not 
near the shore by ten leagues. 

But thence directed our course, for a place called by us, Port Pheasant; for that our Captain 
had so named it in his former voyage, by reason of the great store of those goodly fowls, which 
he and his company did then daily kill and feed on, in that place. In this course notwithstanding 
we had two days calm, yet within six days after we arrived (12th July) at Port Pheasant, which is 
a fine round bay, of very safe harbour for all winds, lying between two high points, not past half a 
cable's length over at the mouth, but within, eight or ten cables' length every way, having ten or 
twelve fathoms of water more or less, full of good fish; the soil also very fruitful, which may 
appear by this, that our Captain having been in this place, within a year and few days before [i. 
e., in July, 1571] and having rid the place with many alleys and paths made; yet now all was so 
overgrown again, as that we doubted, at first, whether this was the same place or not. 

At our entrance into this bay, our Captain having given order to his brother what to do, if any 
occasion should happen in his absence, was on his way, with intent to have gone aland with 
some few only in his company, because he knew there dwelt no Spaniards within thirty-five 
leagues of that place. [Santiago de] Tolou being the nearest to the eastwards, and Nombre de 
Dios to the westwards, where any of that nation dwelt. 



But as we were rowing ashore, we saw a smoke in the woods, even near the place where our 
Captain had aforetime frequented; therefore thinking it fit to take more strength with us, he 
caused his other boat also to be manned, with certain muskets and other weapons, suspecting 
some enemy had been ashore. 

When we landed, we found by evident marks, that there had been lately there, a certain 
Englishman of Plymouth, called JOHN GARRET, who had been conducted thither by certain 
English mariners which had been there with our Captain, in some of his former voyages. He had 
now left a plate of lead, nailed fast to a mighty great tree (greater than any four men joining 
hands could fathom about) on which were engraven these words, directed to our Captain. 

CAPTAIN DRAKE 
If you fortune to come to this Port, make haste away! For the Spaniards which you had with 

you here, the last year, have bewrayed this place, and taken away all that you left here. 
I depart from hence, this present 7th of July, 1572. 
Your very loving friend, John Garret. 
The smoke which we saw, was occasioned by a fire, which the said Garret and his company 

had made, before their departure, in a very great tree, not far from this which had the lead 
nailed on it, which had continued burning at least five days before our arrival. 

This advertisement notwithstanding, our Captain meant not to depart before he had built his 
pinnaces; which were yet aboard in pieces: for which purpose he knew this port to be a most 
convenient place. 

And therefore as soon as we had moored our ships, our Captain commanded his pinnaces to 
be brought ashore for the carpenters to set up; himself employing all his other company in 
fortifying a place (which he had chosen out, as a most fit plot) of three-quarters of an acre of 
ground, to make some strength or safety for the present, as sufficiently as the means he had 
would afford. Which was performed by felling of great trees; bowsing and hauling them together, 
with great pulleys and hawsers, until they were enclosed to the water; and then letting others fall 
upon them, until they had raised with trees and boughs thirty feet in height round about, leaving 
only one gate to issue at, near the water side; which every night, that we might sleep in more 
safety and security, was shut up, with a great tree drawn athwart it. 

The whole plot was built in pentagonal form, to wit, of five equal sides and angles, of which 
angles two were toward the sea, and that side between them was left open, for the easy 
launching of our pinnaces: the other four equal sides were wholly, excepting the gate before 
mentioned, firmly closed up. 

Without, instead of a trench, the ground was rid [laid bare] for fifty feet space, round about. 
The rest was very thick with trees, of which many were of those kinds which are never without 
green leaves, till they are dead at the root: excepting only one kind of tree amongst them, much 
like to our Ash, which when the sun cometh right over them, causing great rains, suddenly 
casteth all its leaves, viz., within three days, and yet within six days after becomes all green 
again. The leaves of the other trees do also in part fall away, but so as the trees continue still 
green notwithstanding: being of a marvellous height, and supported as it were with five or six 
natural buttresses growing out of their bodies so far, that three men may so be hidden in each of 
them, that they which shall stand in the very next buttress shall not be able to see them. One of 



them specially was marked to have had seven of those stays or buttresses, for the supporting of 
his greatness and height, which being measured with a line close by the bark and near to the 
ground, as it was indented or extant, was found to be above thirty-nine yards about. The wood 
of those trees is as heavy or heavier than Brazil or Lignum vitae; and is in colour white. 

The next day after we had arrived (13th July), there came also into that bay, an English bark 
of the Isle of Wight, of Sir EDWARD HORSEY'S; wherein JAMES RANSE was Captain and 
JOHN OVERY, Master, with thirty men: of which, some had been with our Captain in the same 
place, the year before. They brought in with them a Spanish caravel of Seville, which he had 
taken the day before, athwart of that place; being a Caravel of Adviso [Despatch boat] bound for 
Nombre de Dios; and also one shallop with oars, which he had taken at Cape Blanc. This 
Captain RANSE understanding our Captain's purpose, was desirous to join in consort with him; 
and was received upon conditions agreed on between them. 

Within seven days after his coming, having set up our pinnaces, and despatched all our 
business, in providing all things necessary, out of our ships into our pinnaces: we departed (20th 
July) from that harbour, setting sail in the morning towards Nombre de Dios, continuing our 
course till we came to the Isles of Pinos: where, being within three days arrived, we found (22nd 
July) two frigates of Nombre de Dios lading plank and timber from thence. 

The Negroes which were in those frigates, gave us some particular understanding of the 
present state of the town; and besides, told us that they had heard a report, that certain soldiers 
should come thither shortly, and were daily looked for, from the Governor of Panama, and the 
country thereabout, to defend the town against the Cimaroons (a black people, which about 
eighty years past [i.e., 1512] fled from the Spaniards their masters, by reason of their cruelty, 
and are since grown to a Nation, under two Kings of their own: the one inhabiteth to the West, 
and the other to the East of the Way from Nombre de Dios to Panama) which had nearly 
surprised it [i.e., Nombre de Dios], about six weeks before [i.e., about 10th June, 1572]. 

Our Captain willing to use those Negroes well (not hurting himself) set them ashore upon the 
Main, that they might perhaps join themselves to their countrymen the Cimaroons, and gain 
their liberty, if they would; or if they would not, yet by reason of the length and troublesomeness 
of the way by land to Nombre de Dios, he might prevent any notice of his coming, which they 
should be able to give. For he was loath to put the town to too much charge (which he knew 
they would willingly bestow) in providing beforehand for his entertainment; and therefore he 
hastened his going thither, with as much speed and secrecy as possibly he could. 

To this end, disposing of all his companies, according as they inclined most; he left the three 
ships and the caravel with Captain RANSE; and chose into his four pinnaces (Captain RANSE'S 
shallop made the fourth) beside fifty-three of our men, twenty more of Captain RANSE'S 
company; with which he seemed competently furnished, to achieve what he intended; especially 
having proportioned, according to his own purpose, and our men's disposition, their several 
arms, viz., six targets, six firepikes, twelve pikes, twenty-four muskets and calivers, sixteen 
bows, and six partisans, two drums, and two trumpets. 

Thus having parted (23rd July) from our company: we arrived at the island of Cativaas, being 
twenty-five leagues distant, about five days afterward (28th July). There we landed all in the 
morning betimes: and our Captain trained his men, delivering them their several weapons and 
arms which hitherto he had kept very fair and safe in good caske [casks]: and exhorting them 



after his manner, he declared "the greatness of the hope of good things that was there! the 
weakness of the town, being unwalled! and the hope he had of prevailing to recompense his 
wrongs! especially now that he should come with such a crew, who were like-minded with 
himself; and at such a time, as he should be utterly undiscovered." 

Therefore, even that afternoon, he causeth us to set sail for Nombre de Dios, so that before 
sunset we were as far as Rio Francisco. Thence, he led us hard aboard the shore, that we 
might not be descried of the Watch House, until that being come within two leagues of the point 
of the bay, he caused us to strike a hull, and cast our grappers [grappling irons], riding so until it 
was dark night. 

Then we weighed again, and set sail, rowing hard aboard the shore, with as much silence as 
we could, till we recovered the point of the harbour under the high land. There, we stayed, all 
silent; purposing to attempt the town in the dawning of the day: after that we had reposed 
ourselves, for a while. 

But our captain with some other of his best men, finding that our people were talking of the 
greatness of the town, and what their strength might be; especially by the report of the Negroes 
that we took at the Isle of Pinos: thought it best to put these conceits out of their heads, and 
therefore to take the opportunity of the rising of the moon that night, persuading them that "it 
was the day dawning." By this occasion we were at the town a large hour sooner than first was 
purposed. For we arrived there by three of the clock after midnight. At that time it fortuned that a 
ship of Spain, of 60 tons, laden with Canary wines and other commodities, which had but lately 
come into the bay; and had not yet furled her spirit-sail (espying our four pinnaces, being an 
extraordinary number, and those rowing with many oars) sent away her gundeloe [? gondola] 
towards the town, to give warning. But our Captain perceiving it, cut betwixt her and the town, 
forcing her to go to the other side of the bay: whereby we landed without impeachment, 
although we found one gunner upon the Platform [battery] in the very place where we landed; 
being a sandy place and no key [quay] at all, not past twenty yards from the houses. 

There we found six great pieces of brass ordinance, mounted upon their carriages, some 
Demy, some Whole-Culvering. 

We presently dismounted them. The gunner fled. The town took alarm (being very ready 
thereto, by reason of their often disquieting by their near neighbours the Cimaroons); as we 
perceived, not only by the noise and cries of the people, but by the bell ringing out, and drums 
running up and down the town. 

Our captain, according to the directions which he had given over night, to such as he had 
made choice of for the purpose, left twelve to keep the pinnaces; that we might be sure of a safe 
retreat, if the worst befell. And having made sure work of the Platform before he would enter the 
town, he thought best, first to view the Mount on the east side of the town: where he was 
informed, by sundry intelligences the year before, they had an intent to plant ordnance, which 
might scour round about the town. 

Therefore, leaving one half of his company to make a stand at the foot of the Mount, he 
marched up presently unto the top of it, with all speed to try the truth of the report, for the more 
safety. There we found no piece of ordnance, but only a very fit place prepared for such use, 
and therefore we left it without any of our men, and with all celerity returned now down the 
Mount. 



Then our Captain appointed his brother, with JOHN OXNAM [or OXENHAM] and sixteen 
other of his men, to go about, behind the King's Treasure House, and enter near the eastern 
end of the Market Place: himself with the rest, would pass up the broad street into the Market 
Place, with sound of drum and trumpet. The Firepikes, divided half to the one, and half to the 
other company, served no less for fright to the enemy than light of our men, who by this means 
might discern every place very well, as if it were near day: whereas the inhabitants stood 
amazed at so strange a sight, marvelling what the matter might be, and imagining, by reason of 
our drums and trumpets sounding in so sundry places, that we had been a far greater number 
then we were. 

Yet, by means of the soldiers of which were in the town, and by reason of the time which we 
spent in marching up and down the Mount, the soldiers and inhabitants had put themselves in 
arms, and brought their companies in some order, at the south-east end of the Market Place, 
near the Governor's House, and not far from the gate of the town, which is the only one, leading 
towards Panama: having (as it seems) gathered themselves thither, either that in the Governor's 
sight they might shew their valour, if it might prevail; or else, that by the gate they might best 
take their Vale, and escape readiest. 

And to make a shew of far greater numbers of shot, or else of a custom they had, by the like 
device to terrify the Cimaroons; they had hung lines with matches lighted, overthwart the 
western end of the Market Place, between the Church and the Cross; as though there had been 
in a readiness some company of shot, whereas indeed there were not past two or three that 
taught these lines to dance, till they themselves ran away, as soon as they perceived they were 
discovered. 

But the soldiers and such as were joined with them, presented us with a jolly hot volley of 
shot, beating full upon the full egress of that street, in which we marched; and levelling very low, 
so as their bullets ofttimes grazed on the sand. 

We stood not to answer them in like terms; but having discharged our first volley of shot, and 
feathered them with our arrows (which our Captain had caused to be made of purpose in 
England; not great sheaf arrows, but fine roving shafts, very carefully reserved for the service) 
we came to the push of pike, so that our firepikes being well armed and made of purpose, did us 
very great service. 

For our men with their pikes and short weapons, in short time took such order among these 
gallants (some using the butt-end of their pieces instead of other weapons), that partly by 
reason of our arrows which did us there notable service, partly by occasion of this strange and 
sudden closing with them in this manner unlooked for, and the rather for that at the very instant, 
our Captain's brother, with the other company, with their firepikes, entered the Market Place by 
the eastern street: they casting down their weapons, fled all out of the town by the gate 
aforesaid, which had been built for a bar to keep out of the town the Cimaroons, who had often 
assailed it; but now served for a gap for the Spaniards to fly at. 

In following, and returning; divers of our men were hurt with the weapons which the enemy 
had let fall as he fled; somewhat, for that we marched with such speed, but more for that they 
lay so thick and cross one on the other. 

Being returned, we made our stand near the midst of the Market Place, where a tree groweth 
hard by the Cross; whence our Captain sent some of our men to stay the ringing of the alarm 



bell, which had continued all this while: but the church being very strongly built and fast shut, 
they could not without firing (which our Captain forbade) get into the steeple where the bell rung. 

In the meantime, our Captain having taken two or three Spaniards in their flight, commanded 
them to shew him the Governor's House, where he understood was the ordinary place of 
unlading the moiles [mules] of all the treasure which came from Panama by the King's 
appointment. Although the silver only was kept there; the gold, pearl, and jewels (being there 
once entered by the King's officer) was carried from thence to the King's Treasure House not far 
off, being a house very strongly built of lime and alone, for the safe keeping thereof. 

At our coming to the Governor's House we found the great door where the mules do usually 
unlade, even then opened, a candle lighted upon the top of the stairs; and a fair gennet ready 
saddled, either for the Governor himself, or some other of his household to carry it after him. By 
means of this light we saw a huge heap of silver in that nether [lower] room; being a pile of bars 
of silver of, as near as we could guess, seventy feet in length, of ten feet in breadth, and twelve 
feet in height, piled up against the wall, each bar was between thirty-five and forty pounds in 
weight. 

At sight hereof, our Captain commanded straightly that none of us should touch a bar of 
silver; but stand upon our weapons, because the town was full of people, and there was in the 
King's Treasure House near the water side, more gold and jewels than all our four pinnaces 
could carry: which we should presently set some in hand to break open, notwithstanding the 
Spaniards report the strength of it. 

We were no sooner returned to our strength, but there was a report brought by some of our 
men that our pinnaces were in danger to be taken; and that if we ourselves got not aboard 
before day, we should be oppressed with multitude both of soldiers and towns-people. This 
report had his ground from one DIEGO a Negro, who, in the time of the first conflict, came and 
called to our pinnaces, to know "whether they were Captain DRAKE'S?" And upon answer 
received, continued entreating to be taken aboard, though he had first three or four shot made 
at him, until at length they fetched him; and learned by him, that, not past eight days before our 
arrival, the King had sent thither some 150 soldiers to guard the town against the Cimaroons, 
and the town at this time was full of people beside: which all the rather believed, because it 
agreed with the report of the Negroes, which we took before at the Isle of Pinos. And therefore 
our Captain sent his brother and JOHN OXNAM to understand the truth thereof. 

They found our men which we left in our pinnaces much frightened, by reason that they saw 
great troops and companies running up and down, with matches lighted, some with other 
weapons, crying Que gente? Que gente? which not having been at the first conflict, but coming 
from the utter ends of the town (being at least as big as Plymouth), came many times near us; 
and understanding that we were English, discharged their pieces and ran away. 

Presently after this, a mighty shower of rain, with a terrible storm of thunder and lightning, fell, 
which poured down so vehemently (as it usually doth in those countries) that before we could 
recover the shelter of a certain shade or penthouse at the western end of the King's Treasure 
House, (which seemeth to have been built there of purpose to avoid sun and rain) some of our 
bow-strings were wet, and some of our match and powder hurt! Which while we were careful of, 
to refurnish and supply; divers of our men harping on the reports lately brought us, were 
muttering of the forces of the town, which our Captain perceiving, told them, that "He had 



brought them to the mouth of the Treasure of the World, if they would want it, they might 
henceforth blame nobody but themselves!" 

And therefore as soon as the storm began to assuage of his fury (which was a long half hour) 
willing to give his men no longer leisure to demur of those doubts, nor yet allow the enemy 
farther respite to gather themselves together, he stept forward commanding his brother, with 
JOHN OXNAM and the company appointed them, to break the King's Treasure House: the rest 
to follow him to keep the strength of the Market Place, till they had despatched the business for 
which they came. 

But as he stepped forward, his strength and sight and speech failed him, and he began to 
faint for want of blood, which, as then we perceived, had, in great quantity, issued upon the 
sand, out of a wound received in his leg in the first encounter, whereby though he felt some 
pain, yet (for that he perceived divers of the company, having already gotten many good things, 
to be very ready to take all occasions, of winding themselves out of that conceited danger) 
would he not have it known to any, till this his fainting, against his will, bewrayed it: the blood 
having first filled the very prints which our footsteps made, to the great dismay of all our 
company, who thought it not credible that one man should be able to spare so much blood and 
live. 

And therefore even they, which were willing to have ventured the most for so fair a booty, 
would in no case hazard their Captain's life; but (having given him somewhat to drink wherewith 
he recovered himself, and having bound his scarf about his leg, for the stopping of the blood) 
entreated him to be content to go with them aboard, there to have his wound searched and 
dressed, and then to return on shore again if he thought good. 

This when they could not persuade him unto (as who knew it to be utterly impossible, at least 
very unlikely, that ever they should, for that time, return again, to recover the state in which they 
now were: and was of opinion, that it were more honourable for himself, to jeopard his life for so 
great a benefit, than to leave off so high an enterprise unperformed), they joined altogether and 
with force mingled with fair entreaty, they bare him aboard his pinnace, and so abandoned a 
most rich spoil for the present, only to preserve their Captain's life: and being resolved of him, 
that while they enjoyed his presence, and had him to command them, they might recover wealth 
sufficient; but if once they lost him, they should hardly be able to recover home. No, not with that 
which they had gotten already. 

Thus we embarked by break of day (29th July), having besides our Captain, many of our men 
wounded, though none slain but one Trumpeter: whereupon though our surgeons were busily 
employed, in providing remedies and salves for their wounds: yet the main care of our Captain 
was respected by all the rest; so that before we departed out of the harbour for the more 
comfort of our company, we took the aforesaid ship of wines without great resistance. 

But before we had her free of the haven, they of the town had made means to bring one of 
their culverins, which we had dismounted, so as they made a shot at us, but hindered us not 
from carrying forth the prize to the Isle of Bastimentos, or the Isle of Victuals: which is an island 
that lieth without the bay to the westward, about a league off the town, where we stayed the two 
next days, to cure our wounded men, and refresh ourselves, in the goodly gardens which we 
there found abounding with great store of all dainty roots and fruits; besides great plenty of 
poultry and other fowls, no less strange then delicate.  



January 10th– The Bacchae by Euripides 
DRAMATIS PERSONAE 

 DIONYSUS, THE GOD; son of Zeus and of the Theban princess Semelê. 
  CADMUS,  formerly King of Thebes, father of Semelê. 
  PENTHEUS,  King of Thebes, grandson of Cadmus. 
  AGAVE,  daughter of Cadmus, mother of Pentheus. 
  TEIRESIAS,  an aged Theban prophet. 
  A SOLDIER OF PENTHEUS' GUARD. 
  TWO MESSENGERS. 
  A CHORUS OF INSPIRED DAMSELS,  following Dionysus from the East. 

 
"The play was first produced after the death of Euripides by his son who bore the same name, 

together with the Iphigenia in Aulis and the Alcmaeon, probably in the year 405 B.C." 
The background represents the front of the Castle of PENTHEUS, King of Thebes. At one 

side is visible the sacred Tomb of Semelê, a little enclosure overgrown with wild vines, with a 
cleft in the rocky floor of it from which there issues at times steam or smoke. The God 
DIONYSUS is discovered alone. 

 
    DIONYSUS 
   Behold, God's Son is come unto this land 
   Of heaven's hot splendour lit to life, when she 
   Of Thebes, even I, Dionysus, whom the brand 
   Who bore me, Cadmus' daughter Semelê, 
   Died here. So, changed in shape from God to man, 
   I walk again by Dirce's streams and scan 
   Ismenus' shore. There by the castle side 
   I see her place, the Tomb of the Lightning's Bride, 
   The wreck of smouldering chambers, and the great 
   Faint wreaths of fire undying—as the hate 
   Dies not, that Hera held for Semelê. 
     Aye, Cadmus hath done well; in purity 
   He keeps this place apart, inviolate, 
   His daughter's sanctuary; and I have set 
   My green and clustered vines to robe it round 
     Far now behind me lies the golden ground 
   Of Lydian and of Phrygian; far away 
   The wide hot plains where Persian sunbeams play, 
   The Bactrian war-holds, and the storm-oppressed 
   Clime of the Mede, and Araby the Blest, 
   And Asia all, that by the salt sea lies 
   In proud embattled cities, motley-wise 
   Of Hellene and Barbarian interwrought; 
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   And now I come to Hellas—having taught 
   All the world else my dances and my rite 
   Of mysteries, to show me in men's sight 
   Manifest God. 
                   And first of Helene lands 
   I cry this Thebes to waken; set her hands 
   To clasp my wand, mine ivied javelin, 
   And round her shoulders hang my wild fawn-skin. 
   For they have scorned me whom it least beseemed, 
   Semelê's sisters; mocked by birth, nor deemed 
   That Dionysus sprang from Dian seed. 
   My mother sinned, said they; and in her need, 
   With Cadmus plotting, cloaked her human shame 
   With the dread name of Zeus; for that the flame 
   From heaven consumed her, seeing she lied to God. 
     Thus must they vaunt; and therefore hath my rod 
   On them first fallen, and stung them forth wild-eyed 
   From empty chambers; the bare mountain side 
   Is made their home, and all their hearts are flame. 
   Yea, I have bound upon the necks of them 
   The harness of my rites. And with them all 
   The seed of womankind from hut and hall 
   Of Thebes, hath this my magic goaded out. 
   And there, with the old King's daughters, in a rout 
   Confused, they make their dwelling-place between 
   The roofless rocks and shadowy pine trees green. 
   Thus shall this Thebes, how sore soe'er it smart, 
   Learn and forget not, till she crave her part 
   In mine adoring; thus must I speak clear 
   To save my mother's fame, and crown me here, 
   As true God, born by Semelê to Zeus. 
 
   Now Cadmus yieldeth up his throne and use 
   Of royal honour to his daughter's son 
   Pentheus; who on my body hath begun 
   A war with God. He thrusteth me away 
   From due drink-offering, and, when men pray, 
   My name entreats not. Therefore on his own 
   Head and his people's shall my power be shown. 
   Then to another land, when all things here 
   Are well, must I fare onward, making clear 
   My godhead's might. But should this Theban town 
   Essay with wrath and battle to drag down 
   My maids, lo, in their path myself shall be, 



   And maniac armies battled after me! 
   For this I veil my godhead with the wan 
   Form of the things that die, and walk as Man. 
 
   O Brood of Tmolus o'er the wide world flown, 
   O Lydian band, my chosen and mine own, 
   Damsels uplifted o'er the orient deep 
   To wander where I wander, and to sleep 
   Where I sleep; up, and wake the old sweet sound, 
   The clang that I and mystic Rhea found, 
   The Timbrel of the Mountain! Gather all 
   Thebes to your song round Pentheus' royal hall. 
   I seek my new-made worshippers, to guide 
   Their dances up Kithaeron's pine clad side. 
 
     [ As he departs, there comes stealing in from the left a band of fifteen 
      Eastern Women, the light of the sunrise streaming upon their long white 
      robes and ivy-bound hair. They wear fawn-skins over the robes, and 
      carry some of them timbrels, some pipes and other instruments. Many 
      bear the thyrsus, or sacred Wand, made of reed ringed with ivy. They 
      enter stealthily till they see that the place is empty, and then begin 
      their mystic song of worship. ] 
 
       CHORUS 
 
     A Maiden 
   From Asia, from the dayspring that uprises 
     To Bromios ever glorying we came. 
   We laboured for our Lord in many guises; 
   We toiled, but the toil is as the prize is; 
     Thou Mystery, we hail thee by thy name! 
 
     Another 
   Who lingers in the road? Who espies us? 
     We shall hide him in his house nor be bold. 
   Let the heart keep silence that defies us; 
   For I sing this day to Dionysus 
     The song that is appointed from of old. 
 
     All the Maidens 
   Oh, blessèd he in all wise, 
     Who hath drunk the Living Fountain, 
       Whose life no folly staineth, 
         And his soul is near to God; 



   Whose sins are lifted, pall-wise, 
     As he worships on the Mountain, 
       And where Cybele ordaineth, 
         Our Mother, he has trod: 
 
       His head with ivy laden 
         And his thyrsus tossing high, 
           For our God he lifts his cry; 
       "Up, O Bacchae, wife and maiden, 
         Come, O ye Bacchae, come; 
       Oh, bring the Joy-bestower, 
       God-seed of God the Sower, 
       Bring Bromios in his power 
           From Phrygia's mountain dome; 
       To street and town and tower, 
           Oh, bring ye Bromios home." 
 
   Whom erst in anguish lying 
     For an unborn life's desire, 
       As a dead thing in the Thunder 
         His mother cast to earth; 
   For her heart was dying, dying, 
     In the white heart of the fire; 
       Till Zeus, the Lord of Wonder, 
         Devised new lairs of birth; 
 
          Yea, his own flesh tore to hide him, 
            And with clasps of bitter gold 
            Did a secret son enfold, 
         And the Queen knew not beside him; 
            Till the perfect hour was there; 
         Then a hornèd God was found, 
         And a God of serpents crowned; 
         And for that are serpents wound 
            In the wands his maidens bear, 
         And the songs of serpents sound 
            In the mazes of their hair. 
 
     Some Maidens 
   All hail, O Thebes, thou nurse of Semelê! 
     With Semelê's wild ivy crown thy towers; 
   Oh, burst in bloom of wreathing bryony, 
        Berries and leaves and flowers; 
      Uplift the dark divine wand, 



      The oak-wand and the pine-wand, 
   And don thy fawn-skin, fringed in purity 
      With fleecy white, like ours. 
 
   Oh, cleanse thee in the wands' waving pride! 
     Yea, all men shall dance with us and pray, 
   When Bromios his companies shall guide 
     Hillward, ever hillward, where they stay, 
       The flock of the Believing, 
       The maids from loom and weaving 
By the magic of his breath borne away. 
 

January 11th– The Federalist Papers 1 and 2 by 
Alexander Hamilton and John Jay 
 
THE FEDERALIST. 
No. I. 
General Introduction 
 
For the Independent Journal. 
 
HAMILTON 
 
To the People of the State of New York: 
 

After an unequivocal experience of the inefficacy of the subsisting federal government, 
you are called upon to deliberate on a new Constitution for the United States of America. The 
subject speaks its own importance; comprehending in its consequences nothing less than the 
existence of the UNION, the safety and welfare of the parts of which it is composed, the fate of 
an empire in many respects the most interesting in the world. It has been frequently remarked 
that it seems to have been reserved to the people of this country, by their conduct and example, 
to decide the important question, whether societies of men are really capable or not of 
establishing good government from reflection and choice, or whether they are forever destined 
to depend for their political constitutions on accident and force. If there be any truth in the 
remark, the crisis at which we are arrived may with propriety be regarded as the era in which 
that decision is to be made; and a wrong election of the part we shall act may, in this view, 
deserve to be considered as the general misfortune of mankind. 
 

This idea will add the inducements of philanthropy to those of patriotism, to heighten the 
solicitude which all considerate and good men must feel for the event. Happy will it be if our 
choice should be directed by a judicious estimate of our true interests, unperplexed and 
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unbiased by considerations not connected with the public good. But this is a thing more ardently 
to be wished than seriously to be expected. The plan offered to our deliberations affects too 
many particular interests, innovates upon too many local institutions, not to involve in its 
discussion a variety of objects foreign to its merits, and of views, passions and prejudices little 
favorable to the discovery of truth. 
 

Among the most formidable of the obstacles which the new Constitution will have to 
encounter may readily be distinguished the obvious interest of a certain class of men in every 
State to resist all changes which may hazard a diminution of the power, emolument, and 
consequence of the offices they hold under the State establishments; and the perverted 
ambition of another class of men, who will either hope to aggrandize themselves by the 
confusions of their country, or will flatter themselves with fairer prospects of elevation from the 
subdivision of the empire into several partial confederacies than from its union under one 
government. 
 

It is not, however, my design to dwell upon observations of this nature. I am well aware 
that it would be disingenuous to resolve indiscriminately the opposition of any set of men 
(merely because their situations might subject them to suspicion) into interested or ambitious 
views. Candor will oblige us to admit that even such men may be actuated by upright intentions; 
and it cannot be doubted that much of the opposition which has made its appearance, or may 
hereafter make its appearance, will spring from sources, blameless at least, if not 
respectable—the honest errors of minds led astray by preconceived jealousies and fears. So 
numerous indeed and so powerful are the causes which serve to give a false bias to the 
judgment, that we, upon many occasions, see wise and good men on the wrong as well as on 
the right side of questions of the first magnitude to society. This circumstance, if duly attended 
to, would furnish a lesson of moderation to those who are ever so much persuaded of their 
being in the right in any controversy. And a further reason for caution, in this respect, might be 
drawn from the reflection that we are not always sure that those who advocate the truth are 
influenced by purer principles than their antagonists. Ambition, avarice, personal animosity, 
party opposition, and many other motives not more laudable than these, are apt to operate as 
well upon those who support as those who oppose the right side of a question. Were there not 
even these inducements to moderation, nothing could be more ill-judged than that intolerant 
spirit which has, at all times, characterized political parties. For in politics, as in religion, it is 
equally absurd to aim at making proselytes by fire and sword. Heresies in either can rarely be 
cured by persecution. 
 

And yet, however just these sentiments will be allowed to be, we have already sufficient 
indications that it will happen in this as in all former cases of great national discussion. A torrent 
of angry and malignant passions will be let loose. To judge from the conduct of the opposite 
parties, we shall be led to conclude that they will mutually hope to evince the justness of their 
opinions, and to increase the number of their converts by the loudness of their declamations 
and the bitterness of their invectives. An enlightened zeal for the energy and efficiency of 
government will be stigmatized as the offspring of a temper fond of despotic power and hostile 
to the principles of liberty. An over-scrupulous jealousy of danger to the rights of the people, 



which is more commonly the fault of the head than of the heart, will be represented as mere 
pretense and artifice, the stale bait for popularity at the expense of the public good. It will be 
forgotten, on the one hand, that jealousy is the usual concomitant of love, and that the noble 
enthusiasm of liberty is apt to be infected with a spirit of narrow and illiberal distrust. On the 
other hand, it will be equally forgotten that the vigor of government is essential to the security of 
liberty; that, in the contemplation of a sound and well-informed judgment, their interest can 
never be separated; and that a dangerous ambition more often lurks behind the specious mask 
of zeal for the rights of the people than under the forbidden appearance of zeal for the firmness 
and efficiency of government. History will teach us that the former has been found a much more 
certain road to the introduction of despotism than the latter, and that of those men who have 
overturned the liberties of republics, the greatest number have begun their career by paying an 
obsequious court to the people; commencing demagogues, and ending tyrants. 
 

In the course of the preceding observations, I have had an eye, my fellow-citizens, to 
putting you upon your guard against all attempts, from whatever quarter, to influence your 
decision in a matter of the utmost moment to your welfare, by any impressions other than those 
which may result from the evidence of truth. You will, no doubt, at the same time, have collected 
from the general scope of them, that they proceed from a source not unfriendly to the new 
Constitution. Yes, my countrymen, I own to you that, after having given it an attentive 
consideration, I am clearly of opinion it is your interest to adopt it. I am convinced that this is the 
safest course for your liberty, your dignity, and your happiness. I affect not reserves which I do 
not feel. I will not amuse you with an appearance of deliberation when I have decided. I frankly 
acknowledge to you my convictions, and I will freely lay before you the reasons on which they 
are founded. The consciousness of good intentions disdains ambiguity. I shall not, however, 
multiply professions on this head. My motives must remain in the depository of my own breast. 
My arguments will be open to all, and may be judged of by all. They shall at least be offered in a 
spirit which will not disgrace the cause of truth. 
 

I propose, in a series of papers, to discuss the following interesting particulars: 
 
THE UTILITY OF THE UNION TO YOUR POLITICAL PROSPERITY 
 
THE INSUFFICIENCY OF THE PRESENT CONFEDERATION TO PRESERVE THAT UNION 
THE NECESSITY OF A GOVERNMENT AT LEAST EQUALLY ENERGETIC WITH THE ONE 
PROPOSED, TO THE ATTAINMENT OF THIS OBJECT THE CONFORMITY OF THE 
PROPOSED CONSTITUTION TO THE TRUE PRINCIPLES OF REPUBLICAN GOVERNMENT 
ITS ANALOGY TO YOUR OWN STATE CONSTITUTION and lastly, THE ADDITIONAL 
SECURITY WHICH ITS ADOPTION WILL AFFORD TO THE PRESERVATION OF THAT 
SPECIES OF GOVERNMENT, TO LIBERTY, AND TO PROPERTY. 
 

In the progress of this discussion I shall endeavor to give a satisfactory answer to all the 
objections which shall have made their appearance, that may seem to have any claim to your 
attention. 
 



It may perhaps be thought superfluous to offer arguments to prove the utility of the 
UNION, a point, no doubt, deeply engraved on the hearts of the great body of the people in 
every State, and one, which it may be imagined, has no adversaries. But the fact is, that we 
already hear it whispered in the private circles of those who oppose the new Constitution, that 
the thirteen States are of too great extent for any general system, and that we must of necessity 
resort to separate confederacies of distinct portions of the whole.[1] This doctrine will, in all 
probability, be gradually propagated, till it has votaries enough to countenance an open avowal 
of it. For nothing can be more evident, to those who are able to take an enlarged view of the 
subject, than the alternative of an adoption of the new Constitution or a dismemberment of the 
Union. It will therefore be of use to begin by examining the advantages of that Union, the certain 
evils, and the probable dangers, to which every State will be exposed from its dissolution. This 
shall accordingly constitute the subject of my next address. 
 
PUBLIUS. 
 
[1] The same idea, tracing the arguments to their consequences, is held out in several of the 
late publications against the new Constitution. 
 
THE FEDERALIST. 
No. II. 
Concerning Dangers from Foreign Force and Influence 
 
For the Independent Journal. 
 
JAY 
 
To the People of the State of New York: 
 

When the people of America reflect that they are now called upon to decide a question, 
which, in its consequences, must prove one of the most important that ever engaged their 
attention, the propriety of their taking a very comprehensive, as well as a very serious, view of it, 
will be evident. 
 

Nothing is more certain than the indispensable necessity of government, and it is equally 
undeniable, that whenever and however it is instituted, the people must cede to it some of their 
natural rights in order to vest it with requisite powers. It is well worthy of consideration therefore, 
whether it would conduce more to the interest of the people of America that they should, to all 
general purposes, be one nation, under one federal government, or that they should divide 
themselves into separate confederacies, and give to the head of each the same kind of powers 
which they are advised to place in one national government. 
 

It has until lately been a received and uncontradicted opinion that the prosperity of the 
people of America depended on their continuing firmly united, and the wishes, prayers, and 
efforts of our best and wisest citizens have been constantly directed to that object. But 



politicians now appear, who insist that this opinion is erroneous, and that instead of looking for 
safety and happiness in union, we ought to seek it in a division of the States into distinct 
confederacies or sovereignties. However extraordinary this new doctrine may appear, it 
nevertheless has its advocates; and certain characters who were much opposed to it formerly, 
are at present of the number. Whatever may be the arguments or inducements which have 
wrought this change in the sentiments and declarations of these gentlemen, it certainly would 
not be wise in the people at large to adopt these new political tenets without being fully 
convinced that they are founded in truth and sound policy. 
 

It has often given me pleasure to observe that independent America was not composed 
of detached and distant territories, but that one connected, fertile, widespreading country was 
the portion of our western sons of liberty. Providence has in a particular manner blessed it with a 
variety of soils and productions, and watered it with innumerable streams, for the delight and 
accommodation of its inhabitants. A succession of navigable waters forms a kind of chain round 
its borders, as if to bind it together; while the most noble rivers in the world, running at 
convenient distances, present them with highways for the easy communication of friendly aids, 
and the mutual transportation and exchange of their various commodities. 
 

With equal pleasure I have as often taken notice that Providence has been pleased to 
give this one connected country to one united people—a people descended from the same 
ancestors, speaking the same language, professing the same religion, attached to the same 
principles of government, very similar in their manners and customs, and who, by their joint 
counsels, arms, and efforts, fighting side by side throughout a long and bloody war, have nobly 
established general liberty and independence. 
 

This country and this people seem to have been made for each other, and it appears as 
if it was the design of Providence, that an inheritance so proper and convenient for a band of 
brethren, united to each other by the strongest ties, should never be split into a number of 
unsocial, jealous, and alien sovereignties. 
 

Similar sentiments have hitherto prevailed among all orders and denominations of men 
among us. To all general purposes we have uniformly been one people each individual citizen 
everywhere enjoying the same national rights, privileges, and protection. As a nation we have 
made peace and war; as a nation we have vanquished our common enemies; as a nation we 
have formed alliances, and made treaties, and entered into various compacts and conventions 
with foreign states. 
 

A strong sense of the value and blessings of union induced the people, at a very early 
period, to institute a federal government to preserve and perpetuate it. They formed it almost as 
soon as they had a political existence; nay, at a time when their habitations were in flames, 
when many of their citizens were bleeding, and when the progress of hostility and desolation left 
little room for those calm and mature inquiries and reflections which must ever precede the 
formation of a wise and wellbalanced government for a free people. It is not to be wondered at, 



that a government instituted in times so inauspicious, should on experiment be found greatly 
deficient and inadequate to the purpose it was intended to answer. 
 

This intelligent people perceived and regretted these defects. Still continuing no less 
attached to union than enamored of liberty, they observed the danger which immediately 
threatened the former and more remotely the latter; and being pursuaded that ample security for 
both could only be found in a national government more wisely framed, they as with one voice, 
convened the late convention at Philadelphia, to take that important subject under 
consideration. 
 

This convention composed of men who possessed the confidence of the people, and 
many of whom had become highly distinguished by their patriotism, virtue and wisdom, in times 
which tried the minds and hearts of men, undertook the arduous task. In the mild season of 
peace, with minds unoccupied by other subjects, they passed many months in cool, 
uninterrupted, and daily consultation; and finally, without having been awed by power, or 
influenced by any passions except love for their country, they presented and recommended to 
the people the plan produced by their joint and very unanimous councils. 
 

Admit, for so is the fact, that this plan is only RECOMMENDED, not imposed, yet let it be 
remembered that it is neither recommended to BLIND approbation, nor to BLIND reprobation; 
but to that sedate and candid consideration which the magnitude and importance of the subject 
demand, and which it certainly ought to receive. But this (as was remarked in the foregoing 
number of this paper) is more to be wished than expected, that it may be so considered and 
examined. Experience on a former occasion teaches us not to be too sanguine in such hopes. It 
is not yet forgotten that well-grounded apprehensions of imminent danger induced the people of 
America to form the memorable Congress of 1774. That body recommended certain measures 
to their constituents, and the event proved their wisdom; yet it is fresh in our memories how 
soon the press began to teem with pamphlets and weekly papers against those very measures. 
Not only many of the officers of government, who obeyed the dictates of personal interest, but 
others, from a mistaken estimate of consequences, or the undue influence of former 
attachments, or whose ambition aimed at objects which did not correspond with the public good, 
were indefatigable in their efforts to pursuade the people to reject the advice of that patriotic 
Congress. Many, indeed, were deceived and deluded, but the great majority of the people 
reasoned and decided judiciously; and happy they are in reflecting that they did so. 
 

They considered that the Congress was composed of many wise and experienced men. 
That, being convened from different parts of the country, they brought with them and 
communicated to each other a variety of useful information. That, in the course of the time they 
passed together in inquiring into and discussing the true interests of their country, they must 
have acquired very accurate knowledge on that head. That they were individually interested in 
the public liberty and prosperity, and therefore that it was not less their inclination than their duty 
to recommend only such measures as, after the most mature deliberation, they really thought 
prudent and advisable. 
 



These and similar considerations then induced the people to rely greatly on the 
judgment and integrity of the Congress; and they took their advice, notwithstanding the various 
arts and endeavors used to deter them from it. But if the people at large had reason to confide 
in the men of that Congress, few of whom had been fully tried or generally known, still greater 
reason have they now to respect the judgment and advice of the convention, for it is well known 
that some of the most distinguished members of that Congress, who have been since tried and 
justly approved for patriotism and abilities, and who have grown old in acquiring political 
information, were also members of this convention, and carried into it their accumulated 
knowledge and experience. 
 

It is worthy of remark that not only the first, but every succeeding Congress, as well as 
the late convention, have invariably joined with the people in thinking that the prosperity of 
America depended on its Union. To preserve and perpetuate it was the great object of the 
people in forming that convention, and it is also the great object of the plan which the 
convention has advised them to adopt. With what propriety, therefore, or for what good 
purposes, are attempts at this particular period made by some men to depreciate the 
importance of the Union? Or why is it suggested that three or four confederacies would be 
better than one? I am persuaded in my own mind that the people have always thought right on 
this subject, and that their universal and uniform attachment to the cause of the Union rests on 
great and weighty reasons, which I shall endeavor to develop and explain in some ensuing 
papers. They who promote the idea of substituting a number of distinct confederacies in the 
room of the plan of the convention, seem clearly to foresee that the rejection of it would put the 
continuance of the Union in the utmost jeopardy. That certainly would be the case, and I 
sincerely wish that it may be as clearly foreseen by every good citizen, that whenever the 
dissolution of the Union arrives, America will have reason to exclaim, in the words of the poet: 
“FAREWELL! A LONG FAREWELL TO ALL MY GREATNESS.” 
 
PUBLIUS. 

 



January 12th– From Inquiries on Inequality by 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau 

Government in its infancy had no regular and permanent form. For want of a sufficient 
fund of philosophy and experience, men could see no further than the present inconveniences, 
and never thought of providing remedies for future ones, but in proportion as they arose. In spite 
of all the labours of the wisest legislators, the political state still continued imperfect, because it 
was in a manner the work of chance; and, as the foundations of it were ill laid, time, though 
sufficient to discover its defects and suggest the remedies for them, could never mend its 
original vices. Men were continually repairing; whereas, to erect a good edifice, they should 
have begun as Lycurgus did at Sparta, by clearing the area, and removing the old materials. 
Society at first consisted merely of some general conventions which all the members bound 
themselves to observe, and for the performance of which the whole body became security to 
every individual. Experience was necessary to show the great weakness of such a constitution, 
and how easy it was for those, who infringed it, to escape the conviction or chastisement of 
faults, of which the public alone was to be both the witness and the judge; the laws could not fail 
of being eluded a thousand ways; inconveniences and disorders could not but multiply 
continually, till it was at last found necessary to think of committing to private persons the 
dangerous trust of public authority, and to magistrates the care of enforcing obedience to the 
people: for to say that chiefs were elected before confederacies were formed, and that the 
ministers of the laws existed before the laws themselves, is a supposition too ridiculous to 
deserve I should seriously refute it. 
 

It would be equally unreasonable to imagine that men at first threw themselves into the 
arms of an absolute master, without any conditions or consideration on his side; and that the 
first means contrived by jealous and unconquered men for their common safety was to run hand 
over head into slavery. In fact, why did they give themselves superiors, if it was not to be 
defended by them against oppression, and protected in their lives, liberties, and properties, 
which are in a manner the constitutional elements of their being? Now in the relations between 
man and man, the worst that can happen to one man being to see himself at the discretion of 
another, would it not have been contrary to the dictates of good sense to begin by making over 
to a chief the only things for the preservation of which they stood in need of his assistance? 
What equivalent could he have offered them for so fine a privilege? And had he presumed to 
exact it on pretense of defending them, would he not have immediately received the answer in 
the apologue? What worse treatment can we expect from an enemy? It is therefore past 
dispute, and indeed a fundamental maxim of political law, that people gave themselves chiefs to 
defend their liberty and not be enslaved by them. If we have a prince, said Pliny to Trajan, it is in 
order that he may keep us from having a master. 
 

Political writers argue in regard to the love of liberty with the same philosophy that 
philosophers do in regard to the state of nature; by the things they see they judge of things very 
different which they have never seen, and they attribute to men a natural inclination to slavery, 
on account of the patience with which the slaves within their notice carry the yoke; not reflecting 
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that it is with liberty as with innocence and virtue, the value of which is not known but by those 
who possess them, though the relish for them is lost with the things themselves. I know the 
charms of your country, said Brasidas to a satrap who was comparing the life of the Spartans 
with that of the Persepolites; but you can not know the pleasures of mine. 
 

As an unbroken courser erects his mane, paws the ground, and rages at the bare sight 
of the bit, while a trained horse patiently suffers both whip and spur, just so the barbarian will 
never reach his neck to the yoke which civilized man carries without murmuring but prefers the 
most stormy liberty to a calm subjection. It is not therefore by the servile disposition of enslaved 
nations that we must judge of the natural dispositions of man for or against slavery, but by the 
prodigies done by every free people to secure themselves from oppression. I know that the first 
are constantly crying up that peace and tranquillity they enjoy in their irons, and that miserrimam 
servitutem pacem appellant: but when I see the others sacrifice pleasures, peace, riches, 
power, and even life itself to the preservation of that single jewel so much slighted by those who 
have lost it; when I see free-born animals through a natural abhorrence of captivity dash their 
brains out against the bars of their prison; when I see multitudes of naked savages despise 
European pleasures, and brave hunger, fire and sword, and death itself to preserve their 
independency; I feel that it belongs not to slaves to argue concerning liberty. 
 

As to paternal authority, from which several have derived absolute government and 
every other mode of society, it is sufficient, without having recourse to Locke and Sidney, to 
observe that nothing in the world differs more from the cruel spirit of despotism that the 
gentleness of that authority, which looks more to the advantage of him who obeys than to the 
utility of him who commands; that by the law of nature the father continues master of his child 
no longer than the child stands in need of his assistance; that after that term they become 
equal, and that then the son, entirely independent of the father, owes him no obedience, but 
only respect. Gratitude is indeed a duty which we are bound to pay, but which benefactors can 
not exact. Instead of saying that civil society is derived from paternal authority, we should rather 
say that it is to the former that the latter owes its principal force: No one individual was 
acknowledged as the father of several other individuals, till they settled about him. The father's 
goods, which he can indeed dispose of as he pleases, are the ties which hold his children to 
their dependence upon him, and he may divide his substance among them in proportion as they 
shall have deserved his attention by a continual deference to his commands. Now the subjects 
of a despotic chief, far from having any such favour to expect from him, as both themselves and 
all they have are his property, or at least are considered by him as such, are obliged to receive 
as a favour what he relinquishes to them of their own property. He does them justice when he 
strips them; he treats them with mercy when he suffers them to live. By continuing in this 
manner to compare facts with right, we should discover as little solidity as truth in the voluntary 
establishment of tyranny; and it would be a hard matter to prove the validity of a contract which 
was binding only on one side, in which one of the parties should stake everything and the other 
nothing, and which could turn out to the prejudice of him alone who had bound himself. 
 

This odious system is even, at this day, far from being that of wise and good monarchs, 
and especially of the kings of France, as may be seen by divers passages in their edicts, and 



particularly by that of a celebrated piece published in 1667 in the name and by the orders of 
Louis XIV. "Let it therefore not be said that the sovereign is not subject to the laws of his realm, 
since, that he is, is a maxim of the law of nations which flattery has sometimes attacked, but 
which good princes have always defended as the tutelary divinity of their realms. How much 
more reasonable is it to say with the sage Plato, that the perfect happiness of a state consists in 
the subjects obeying their prince, the prince obeying the laws, and the laws being equitable and 
always directed to the good of the public?" I shall not stop to consider, if, liberty being the most 
noble faculty of man, it is not degrading one's nature, reducing one's self to the level of brutes, 
who are the slaves of instinct, and even offending the author of one's being, to renounce without 
reserve the most precious of his gifts, and submit to the commission of all the crimes he has 
forbid us, merely to gratify a mad or a cruel master; and if this sublime artist ought to be more 
irritated at seeing his work destroyed than at seeing it dishonoured. I shall only ask what right 
those, who were not afraid thus to degrade themselves, could have to subject their dependants 
to the same ignominy, and renounce, in the name of their posterity, blessings for which it is not 
indebted to their liberality, and without which life itself must appear a burthen to all those who 
are worthy to live. 
 

Puffendorf says that, as we can transfer our property from one to another by contracts 
and conventions, we may likewise divest ourselves of our liberty in favour of other men. This, in 
my opinion, is a very poor way of arguing; for, in the first place, the property I cede to another 
becomes by such cession a thing quite foreign to me, and the abuse of which can no way affect 
me; but it concerns me greatly that my liberty is not abused, and I can not, without incurring the 
guilt of the crimes I may be forced to commit, expose myself to become the instrument of any. 
Besides, the right of property being of mere human convention and institution, every man may 
dispose as he pleases of what he possesses: But the case is otherwise with regard to the 
essential gifts of nature, such as life and liberty, which every man is permitted to enjoy, and of 
which it is doubtful at least whether any man has a right to divest himself: By giving up the one, 
we degrade our being; by giving up the other we annihilate it as much as it is our power to do 
so; and as no temporal enjoyments can indemnify us for the loss of either, it would be at once 
offending both nature and reason to renounce them for any consideration. But though we could 
transfer our liberty as we do our substance, the difference would be very great with regard to our 
children, who enjoy our substance but by a cession of our right; whereas liberty being a 
blessing, which as men they hold from nature, their parents have no right to strip them of it; so 
that as to establish slavery it was necessary to do violence to nature, so it was necessary to 
alter nature to perpetuate such a right; and the jurisconsults, who have gravely pronounced that 
the child of a slave comes a slave into the world, have in other words decided, that a man does 
not come a man into the world. 
 

It therefore appears to me incontestably true, that not only governments did not begin by 
arbitrary power, which is but the corruption and extreme term of government, and at length 
brings it back to the law of the strongest, against which governments were at first the remedy, 
but even that, allowing they had commenced in this manner, such power being illegal in itself 
could never have served as a foundation to the rights of society, nor of course to the inequality 
of institution. 



 
I shall not now enter upon the inquiries which still remain to be made into the nature of 

the fundamental pacts of every kind of government, but, following the common opinion, confine 
myself in this place to the establishment of the political body as a real contract between the 
multitude and the chiefs elected by it. A contract by which both parties oblige themselves to the 
observance of the laws that are therein stipulated, and form the bands of their union. The 
multitude having, on occasion of the social relations between them, concentered all their wills in 
one person, all the articles, in regard to which this will explains itself, become so many 
fundamental laws, which oblige without exception all the members of the state, and one of 
which laws regulates the choice and the power of the magistrates appointed to look to the 
execution of the rest. This power extends to everything that can maintain the constitution, but 
extends to nothing that can alter it. To this power are added honours, that may render the laws 
and the ministers of them respectable; and the persons of the ministers are distinguished by 
certain prerogatives, which may make them amends for the great fatigues inseparable from a 
good administration. The magistrate, on his side, obliges himself not to use the power with 
which he is intrusted but conformably to the intention of his constituents, to maintain every one 
of them in the peaceable possession of his property, and upon all occasions prefer the good of 
the public to his own private interest. 
 

Before experience had demonstrated, or a thorough knowledge of the human heart had 
pointed out, the abuses inseparable from such a constitution, it must have appeared so much 
the more perfect, as those appointed to look to its preservation were themselves most 
concerned therein; for magistracy and its rights being built solely on the fundamental laws, as 
soon as these ceased to exist, the magistrates would cease to be lawful, the people would no 
longer be bound to obey them, and, as the essence of the state did not consist in the 
magistrates but in the laws, the members of it would immediately become entitled to their 
primitive and natural liberty. 
 

A little reflection would afford us new arguments in confirmation of this truth, and the 
nature of the contract might alone convince us that it can not be irrevocable: for if there was no 
superior power capable of guaranteeing the fidelity of the contracting parties and of obliging 
them to fulfil their mutual engagements, they would remain sole judges in their own cause, and 
each of them would always have a right to renounce the contract, as soon as he discovered that 
the other had broke the conditions of it, or that these conditions ceased to suit his private 
convenience. Upon this principle, the right of abdication may probably be founded. Now, to 
consider as we do nothing but what is human in this institution, if the magistrate, who has all the 
power in his own hands, and who appropriates to himself all the advantages of the contract, has 
notwithstanding a right to divest himself of his authority; how much a better right must the 
people, who pay for all the faults of its chief, have to renounce their dependence upon him. But 
the shocking dissensions and disorders without number, which would be the necessary 
consequence of so dangerous a privilege, show more than anything else how much human 
governments stood in need of a more solid basis than that of mere reason, and how necessary 
it was for the public tranquillity, that the will of the Almighty should interpose to give to sovereign 
authority, a sacred and inviolable character, which should deprive subjects of the mischievous 



right to dispose of it to whom they pleased. If mankind had received no other advantages from 
religion, this alone would be sufficient to make them adopt and cherish it, since it is the means 
of saving more blood than fanaticism has been the cause of spilling. But to resume the thread of 
our hypothesis. 
 

The various forms of government owe their origin to the various degrees of inequality 
between the members, at the time they first coalesced into a political body. Where a man 
happened to be eminent for power, for virtue, for riches, or for credit, he became sole 
magistrate, and the state assumed a monarchical form; if many of pretty equal eminence 
out-topped all the rest, they were jointly elected, and this election produced an aristocracy; 
those, between whose fortune or talents there happened to be no such disproportion, and who 
had deviated less from the state of nature, retained in common the supreme administration, and 
formed a democracy. Time demonstrated which of these forms suited mankind best. Some 
remained altogether subject to the laws; others soon bowed their necks to masters. The former 
laboured to preserve their liberty; the latter thought of nothing but invading that of their 
neighbours, jealous at seeing others enjoy a blessing which themselves had lost. In a word, 
riches and conquest fell to the share of the one, and virtue and happiness to that of the other. 
 

In these various modes of government the offices at first were all elective; and when 
riches did not preponderate, the preference was given to merit, which gives a natural 
ascendant, and to age, which is the parent of deliberateness in council, and experience in 
execution. The ancients among the Hebrews, the Geronts of Sparta, the Senate of Rome, nay, 
the very etymology of our word seigneur, show how much gray hairs were formerly respected. 
The oftener the choice fell upon old men, the oftener it became necessary to repeat it, and the 
more the trouble of such repetitions became sensible; electioneering took place; factions arose; 
the parties contracted ill blood; civil wars blazed forth; the lives of the citizens were sacrificed to 
the pretended happiness of the state; and things at last came to such a pass, as to be ready to 
relapse into their primitive confusion. The ambition of the principal men induced them to take 
advantage of these circumstances to perpetuate the hitherto temporary charges in their families; 
the people already inured to dependence, accustomed to ease and the conveniences of life, 
and too much enervated to break their fetters, consented to the increase of their slavery for the 
sake of securing their tranquillity; and it is thus that chiefs, become hereditary, contracted the 
habit of considering magistracies as a family estate, and themselves as proprietors of those 
communities, of which at first they were but mere officers; to call their fellow-citizens their 
slaves; to look upon them, like so many cows or sheep, as a part of their substance; and to style 
themselves the peers of Gods, and Kings of Kings. 
 
​ By pursuing the progress of inequality in these different revolutions, we shall discover 
that the establishment of laws and of the right of property was the first term of it; the institution of 
magistrates the second; and the third and last the changing of legal into arbitrary power; so that 
the different states of rich and poor were authorized by the first epoch; those of powerful and 
weak by the second; and by the third those of master and slave, which formed the last degree of 
inequality, and the term in which all the rest at last end, till new revolutions entirely dissolve the 
government, or bring it back nearer to its legal constitution. 



 
To conceive the necessity of this progress, we are not so much to consider the motives 

for the establishment of political bodies, as the forms these bodies assume in their 
administration; and the inconveniences with which they are essentially attended; for those vices, 
which render social institutions necessary, are the same which render the abuse of such 
institutions unavoidable; and as (Sparta alone excepted, whose laws chiefly regarded the 
education of children, and where Lycurgus established such manners and customs, as in a 
great measure made laws needless,) the laws, in general less strong than the passions, restrain 
men without changing them; it would be no hard matter to prove that every government, which 
carefully guarding against all alteration and corruption should scrupulously comply with the ends 
of its institution, was unnecessarily instituted; and that a country, where no one either eluded the 
laws, or made an ill use of magistracy, required neither laws nor magistrates. 
 

Political distinctions are necessarily attended with civil distinctions. The inequality 
between the people and the chiefs increase so fast as to be soon felt by the private members, 
and appears among them in a thousand shapes according to their passions, their talents, and 
the circumstances of affairs. The magistrate can not usurp any illegal power without making 
himself creatures, with whom he must divide it. Besides, the citizens of a free state suffer 
themselves to be oppressed merely in proportion as, hurried on by a blind ambition, and looking 
rather below than above them, they come to love authority more than independence. When they 
submit to fetters, 'tis only to be the better able to fetter others in their turn. It is no easy matter to 
make him obey, who does not wish to command; and the most refined policy would find it 
impossible to subdue those men, who only desire to be independent; but inequality easily gains 
ground among base and ambitious souls, ever ready to run the risks of fortune, and almost 
indifferent whether they command or obey, as she proves either favourable or adverse to them. 
Thus then there must have been a time, when the eyes of the people were bewitched to such a 
degree, that their rulers needed only to have said to the most pitiful wretch, "Be great you and 
all your posterity," to make him immediately appear great in the eyes of every one as well as in 
his own; and his descendants took still more upon them, in proportion to their removes from 
him: the more distant and uncertain the cause, the greater the effect; the longer line of drones a 
family produced, the more illustrious it was reckoned. 
 

Were this a proper place to enter into details, I could easily explain in what manner 
inequalities in point of credit and authority become unavoidable among private persons the 
moment that, united into one body, they are obliged to compare themselves one with another, 
and to note the differences which they find in the continual use every man must make of his 
neighbour. These differences are of several kinds; but riches, nobility or rank, power and 
personal merit, being in general the principal distinctions, by which men in society measure 
each other, I could prove that the harmony or conflict between these different forces is the 
surest indication of the good or bad original constitution of any state: I could make it appear that, 
as among these four kinds of inequality, personal qualities are the source of all the rest, riches is 
that in which they ultimately terminate, because, being the most immediately useful to the 
prosperity of individuals, and the most easy to communicate, they are made use of to purchase 
every other distinction. By this observation we are enabled to judge with tolerable exactness, 



how much any people has deviated from its primitive institution, and what steps it has still to 
make to the extreme term of corruption. I could show how much this universal desire of 
reputation, of honours, of preference, with which we are all devoured, exercises and compares 
our talents and our forces: how much it excites and multiplies our passions; and, by creating an 
universal competition, rivalship, or rather enmity among men, how many disappointments, 
successes, and catastrophes of every kind it daily causes among the innumerable pretenders 
whom it engages in the same career. I could show that it is to this itch of being spoken of, to this 
fury of distinguishing ourselves which seldom or never gives us a moment's respite, that we owe 
both the best and the worst things among us, our virtues and our vices, our sciences and our 
errors, our conquerors and our philosophers; that is to say, a great many bad things to a very 
few good ones. I could prove, in short, that if we behold a handful of rich and powerful men 
seated on the pinnacle of fortune and greatness, while the crowd grovel in obscurity and want, it 
is merely because the first prize what they enjoy but in the same degree that others want it, and 
that, without changing their condition, they would cease to be happy the minute the people 
ceased to be miserable. 
 

But these details would alone furnish sufficient matter for a more considerable work, in 
which might be weighed the advantages and disadvantages of every species of government, 
relatively to the rights of man in a state of nature, and might likewise be unveiled all the different 
faces under which inequality has appeared to this day, and may hereafter appear to the end of 
time, according to the nature of these several governments, and the revolutions time must 
unavoidably occasion in them. We should then see the multitude oppressed by domestic tyrants 
in consequence of those very precautions taken by them to guard against foreign masters. We 
should see oppression increase continually without its being ever possible for the oppressed to 
know where it would stop, nor what lawful means they had left to check its progress. We should 
see the rights of citizens, and the liberties of nations extinguished by slow degrees, and the 
groans, and protestations and appeals of the weak treated as seditious murmurings. We should 
see policy confine to a mercenary portion of the people the honour of defending the common 
cause. We should see imposts made necessary by such measures, the disheartened 
husbandman desert his field even in time of peace, and quit the plough to take up the sword. 
We should see fatal and whimsical rules laid down concerning the point of honour. We should 
see the champions of their country sooner or later become her enemies, and perpetually holding 
their poniards to the breasts of their fellow citizens. Nay, the time would come when they might 
be heard to say to the oppressor of their country: 
 
  Pectore si fratris gladium juguloque parentis 
  Condere me jubeas, gravidoeque in viscera partu 
  Conjugis, in vita peragam tamen omnia dextra. 
From the vast inequality of conditions and fortunes, from the great variety of passions and of 
talents, of useless arts, of pernicious arts, of frivolous sciences, would issue clouds of 
prejudices equally contrary to reason, to happiness, to virtue. We should see the chiefs foment 
everything that tends to weaken men formed into societies by dividing them; everything that, 
while it gives society an air of apparent harmony, sows in it the seeds of real division; everything 



that can inspire the different orders with mutual distrust and hatred by an opposition of their 
rights and interest, and of course strengthen that power which contains them all. 
 

'Tis from the bosom of this disorder and these revolutions, that despotism gradually 
rearing up her hideous crest, and devouring in every part of the state all that still remained 
sound and untainted, would at last issue to trample upon the laws and the people, and establish 
herself upon the ruins of the republic. The times immediately preceding this last alteration would 
be times of calamity and trouble: but at last everything would be swallowed up by the monster; 
and the people would no longer have chiefs or laws, but only tyrants. At this fatal period all 
regard to virtue and manners would likewise disappear; for despotism, cui ex honesto nulla est 
spes, tolerates no other master, wherever it reigns; the moment it speaks, probity and duty lose 
all their influence, and the blindest obedience is the only virtue the miserable slaves have left 
them to practise. 
 

This is the last term of inequality, the extreme point which closes the circle and meets 
that from which we set out. 'Tis here that all private men return to their primitive equality, 
because they are no longer of any account; and that, the subjects having no longer any law but 
that of their master, nor the master any other law but his passions, all notions of good and 
principles of justice again disappear. 'Tis here that everything returns to the sole law of the 
strongest, and of course to a new state of nature different from that with which we began, in as 
much as the first was the state of nature in its purity, and the last the consequence of excessive 
corruption. There is, in other respects, so little difference between these two states, and the 
contract of government is so much dissolved by despotism, that the despot is no longer master 
than he continues the strongest, and that, as soon as his slaves can expel him, they may do it 
without his having the least right to complain of their using him ill. The insurrection, which ends 
in the death or despotism of a sultan, is as juridical an act as any by which the day before he 
disposed of the lives and fortunes of his subjects. Force alone upheld him, force alone overturns 
him. Thus all things take place and succeed in their natural order; and whatever may be the 
upshot of these hasty and frequent revolutions, no one man has reason to complain of another's 
injustice, but only of his own indiscretion or bad fortune. 
 

By thus discovering and following the lost and forgotten tracks, by which man from the 
natural must have arrived at the civil state; by restoring, with the intermediate positions which I 
have been just indicating, those which want of leisure obliges me to suppress, or which my 
imagination has not suggested, every attentive reader must unavoidably be struck at the 
immense space which separates these two states. 'Tis in this slow succession of things he may 
meet with the solution of an infinite number of problems in morality and politics, which 
philosophers are puzzled to solve. He will perceive that, the mankind of one age not being the 
mankind of another, the reason why Diogenes could not find a man was, that he sought among 
his cotemporaries the man of an earlier period: Cato, he will then see, fell with Rome and with 
liberty, because he did not suit the age in which he lived; and the greatest of men served only to 
astonish that world, which would have cheerfully obeyed him, had he come into it five hundred 
years earlier. In a word, he will find himself in a condition to understand how the soul and the 
passions of men by insensible alterations change as it were their nature; how it comes to pass, 



that at the long run our wants and our pleasures change objects; that, original man vanishing by 
degrees, society no longer offers to our inspection but an assemblage of artificial men and 
factitious passions, which are the work of all these new relations, and have no foundation in 
nature. Reflection teaches us nothing on that head, but what experience perfectly confirms. 
Savage man and civilised man differ so much at bottom in point of inclinations and passions, 
that what constitutes the supreme happiness of the one would reduce the other to despair. The 
first sighs for nothing but repose and liberty; he desires only to live, and to be exempt from 
labour; nay, the ataraxy of the most confirmed Stoic falls short of his consummate indifference 
for every other object. On the contrary, the citizen always in motion, is perpetually sweating and 
toiling, and racking his brains to find out occupations still more laborious: He continues a drudge 
to his last minute; nay, he courts death to be able to live, or renounces life to acquire immortality. 
He cringes to men in power whom he hates, and to rich men whom he despises; he sticks at 
nothing to have the honour of serving them; he is not ashamed to value himself on his own 
weakness and the protection they afford him; and proud of his chains, he speaks with disdain of 
those who have not the honour of being the partner of his bondage. What a spectacle must the 
painful and envied labours of an European minister of state form in the eyes of a Caribbean! 
How many cruel deaths would not this indolent savage prefer to such a horrid life, which very 
often is not even sweetened by the pleasure of doing good? But to see the drift of so many 
cares, his mind should first have affixed some meaning to these words power and reputation; he 
should be apprised that there are men who consider as something the looks of the rest of 
mankind, who know how to be happy and satisfied with themselves on the testimony of others 
sooner than upon their own. In fact, the real source of all those differences, is that the savage 
lives within himself, whereas the citizen, constantly beside himself, knows only how to live in the 
opinion of others; insomuch that it is, if I may say so, merely from their judgment that he derives 
the consciousness of his own existence. It is foreign to my subject to show how this disposition 
engenders so much indifference for good and evil, notwithstanding so many and such fine 
discourses of morality; how everything, being reduced to appearances, becomes mere art and 
mummery; honour, friendship, virtue, and often vice itself, which we at last learn the secret to 
boast of; how, in short, ever inquiring of others what we are, and never daring to question 
ourselves on so delicate a point, in the midst of so much philosophy, humanity, and politeness, 
and so many sublime maxims, we have nothing to show for ourselves but a deceitful and 
frivolous exterior, honour without virtue, reason without wisdom, and pleasure without 
happiness. It is sufficient that I have proved that this is not the original condition of man, and that 
it is merely the spirit of society, and the inequality which society engenders, that thus change 
and transform all our natural inclinations. 
 

I have endeavoured to exhibit the origin and progress of inequality, the institution and 
abuse of political societies, as far as these things are capable of being deduced from the nature 
of man by the mere light of reason, and independently of those sacred maxims which give to the 
sovereign authority the sanction of divine right. It follows from this picture, that as there is scarce 
any inequality among men in a state of nature, all that which we now behold owes its force and 
its growth to the development of our faculties and the improvement of our understanding, and at 
last becomes permanent and lawful by the establishment of property and of laws. It likewise 
follows that moral inequality, authorised by any right that is merely positive, clashes with natural 



right, as often as it does not combine in the same proportion with physical inequality: a 
distinction which sufficiently determines, what we are able to think in that respect of that kind of 
inequality which obtains in all civilised nations, since it is evidently against the law of nature that 
infancy should command old age, folly conduct wisdom, and a handful of men should be ready 
to choke with superfluities, while the famished multitude want the commonest necessaries of 
life. 
 

 



January 13th– “Introduction on Taste” by Edmund 
Burke 

On a superficial view we may seem to differ very widely from each other in our 
reasonings, and no less in our pleasures: but, notwithstanding this difference, which I think to be 
rather apparent than real, it is probable that the standard both of reason and taste is the same in 
all human creatures. For if there were not some principles of judgment as well as of sentiment 
common to all mankind, no hold could possibly be taken either on their reason or their passions, 
sufficient to maintain the ordinary correspondence of life. It appears, indeed, to be generally 
acknowledged, that with regard to truth and falsehood there is something fixed. We find people 
in their disputes continually appealing to certain tests and standards, which are allowed on all 
sides, and are supposed to be established in our common nature. But there is not the same 
obvious concurrence in any uniform or settled principles which relate to taste. It is even 
commonly supposed that this delicate and aerial faculty, which seems too volatile to endure 
even the chains of a definition, cannot be properly tried by any test, nor regulated by any 
standard. There is so continual a call for the exercise of the reasoning facility; and it is so much 
strengthened by perpetual contention, that certain maxims of right reason seem to be tacitly 
settled amongst the most ignorant. The learned have improved on this rude science, and 
reduced those maxims into a system. If taste has not been so happily cultivated, it was not that 
the subject was barren, but that the laborers were few or negligent; for, to say the truth, there 
are not the same interesting motives to impel us to fix the one, which urge us to ascertain the 
other. And, after all, if men differ in their opinion concerning such matters, their difference is not 
attended with the same important consequences; else I make no doubt but that the logic of 
taste, if I may be allowed the expression, might very possibly be as well digested, and we might 
come to discuss matters of this nature with as much certainty, as those which seem more 
immediately within the province of mere reason. And, indeed, it is very necessary, at the 
entrance into such an inquiry as our present, to make this point as clear as possible; for if taste 
has no fixed principles, if the imagination is not affected according to some invariable and 
certain laws, our labor is likely to be employed to very little purpose; as it must be judged an 
useless, if not an absurd undertaking, to lay down rules for caprice, and to set up for a legislator 
of whims and fancies. 
 

The term taste, like all other figurative terms, is not extremely accurate; the thing which 
we understand by it is far from a simple and determinate idea in the minds of most men, and it is 
therefore liable to uncertainty and confusion. I have no great opinion of a definition, the 
celebrated remedy for the cure of this disorder. For, when we define, we seem in danger of 
circumscribing nature within the bounds of our own notions, which we often take up by hazard 
or embrace on trust, or form out of a limited and partial consideration of the object before us; 
instead of extending our ideas to take in all that nature comprehends, according to her manner 
of combining. We are limited in our inquiry by the strict laws to which we have submitted at our 
setting out. 
 
Circa vilem patulumque morabimur orbem, 
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Unde pudor proferre pedem vetat aut operis lex. 
A definition may be very exact, and yet go but a very little way towards informing us of 

the nature of the thing defined; but let the virtue of a definition be what it will, in the order of 
things, it seems rather to follow than to precede our inquiry, of which it ought to be considered 
as the result. It must be acknowledged that the methods of disquisition and teaching may be 
sometimes different, and on very good reason undoubtedly; but, for my part, I am convinced that 
the method of teaching which approaches most nearly to the method of investigation is 
incomparably the best; since, not content with serving up a few barren and lifeless truths, it 
leads to the stock on which they grew; it tends to set the reader himself in the track of invention, 
and to direct him into those paths in which the author has made his own discoveries, if he 
should be so happy as to have made any that are valuable. 
 

But to cut off all pretence for cavilling, I mean by the word taste, no more than that 
faculty or those faculties of the mind, which are affected with, or which form a judgment of, the 
works of imagination and the elegant arts. This is, I think, the most general idea of that word, 
and what is the least connected with any particular theory. And my point in this inquiry is, to find 
whether there are any principles, on which the imagination is affected, so common to all, so 
grounded and certain, as to supply the means of reasoning satisfactorily about them. And such 
principles of taste I fancy there are; however paradoxical it may seem to those, who on a 
superficial view imagine that there is so great a diversity of tastes, both in kind and degree, that 
nothing can be more indeterminate. 
 

All the natural powers in man, which I know, that are conversant about external objects, 
are the senses; the imagination; and the judgment. And first with regard to the senses. We do 
and we must suppose, that as the conformation of their organs are nearly or altogether the 
same in all men, so the manner of perceiving external objects is in all men the same, or with 
little difference. We are satisfied that what appears to be light to one eye, appears light to 
another; that what seems sweet to one palate, is sweet to another; that what is dark and bitter to 
this man, is likewise dark and bitter to that; and we conclude in the same manner of great and 
little, hard and soft, hot and cold, rough and smooth; and indeed of all the natural qualities and 
affections of bodies. If we suffer ourselves to imagine, that their senses present to different men 
different images of things, this sceptical proceeding will make every sort of reasoning on every 
subject vain and frivolous, even that sceptical reasoning itself which had persuaded us to 
entertain a doubt concerning the agreement of our perceptions. But as there will be little doubt 
that bodies present similar images to the whole species, it must necessarily be allowed, that the 
pleasures and the pains which every object excites in one man, it must raise in all mankind, 
whilst it operates naturally, simply, and by its proper powers only: for if we deny this, we must 
imagine that the same cause, operating in the same manner, and on subjects of the same kind, 
will produce different effects; which would be highly absurd. Let us first consider this point in the 
sense of taste, and the rather as the faculty in question has taken its name from that sense. All 
men are agreed to call vinegar sour, honey sweet, and aloes bitter; and as they are all agreed in 
finding those qualities in those objects, they do not in the least differ concerning their effects 
with regard to pleasure and pain. They all concur in calling sweetness pleasant, and sourness 
and bitterness unpleasant. Here there is no diversity in their sentiments; and that there is not, 



appears fully from the consent of all men in the metaphors which are taken, from the souse of 
taste. A sour temper, bitter expressions, bitter curses, a bitter fate, are terms well and strongly 
understood by all. And we are altogether as well understood when we say, a sweet disposition, 
a sweet person, a sweet condition and the like. It is confessed, that custom and some other 
causes have made many deviations from the natural pleasures or pains which belong to these 
several tastes; but then the power of distinguishing between the natural and the acquired relish 
remains to the very last. A man frequently comes to prefer the taste of tobacco to that of sugar, 
and the flavor of vinegar to that of milk; but this makes no confusion in tastes, whilst he is 
sensible that the tobacco and vinegar are not sweet, and whilst he knows that habit alone has 
reconciled his palate to these alien pleasures. Even with such a person we may speak, and with 
sufficient precision, concerning tastes. But should any man be found who declares, that to him 
tobacco has a taste like sugar, and that he cannot distinguish between milk and vinegar; or that 
tobacco and vinegar are sweet, milk bitter, and sugar sour; we immediately conclude that the 
organs of this man are out of order, and that his palate is utterly vitiated. We are as far from 
conferring with such a person upon tastes, as from reasoning concerning the relations of 
quantity with one who should deny that all the parts together were equal to the whole. We do not 
call a man of this kind wrong in his notions, but absolutely mad. Exceptions of this sort, in either 
way, do not at all impeach our general rule, nor make us conclude that men have various 
principles concerning the relations of quantity or the taste of things. So that when it is said, taste 
cannot be disputed, it can only mean, that no one can strictly answer what pleasure or pain 
some particular man may find from the taste of some particular thing. This indeed cannot be 
disputed; but we may dispute, and with sufficient clearness too, concerning the things which are 
naturally pleasing or disagreeable to the sense. But when we talk of any peculiar or acquired 
relish, then we must know the habits, the prejudices, or the distempers of this particular man, 
and we must draw our conclusion from those. 
 

This agreement of mankind is not confined to the taste solely. The principle of pleasure 
derived from sight is the same in all. Light is more pleasing than darkness. Summer, when the 
earth is clad in green, when the heavens are serene and bright, is more agreeable than winter, 
when everything makes a different appearance. I never remember that anything beautiful, 
whether a man, a beast, a bird, or a plant, was ever shown, though it were to a hundred people, 
that they did not all immediately agree that it was beautiful, though some might have thought 
that it fell short of their expectation, or that other things were still finer. I believe no man thinks a 
goose to be more beautiful than a swan, or imagines that what they call a Friesland hen excels 
a peacock. It must be observed too, that the pleasures of the sight are not near so complicated, 
and confused, and altered by unnatural habits and associations, as the pleasures of the taste 
are; because the pleasures of the sight more commonly acquiesce in themselves; and are not 
so often altered by considerations which are independent of the sight itself. But things do not 
spontaneously present themselves to the palate as they do to the sight; they are generally 
applied to it, either as food or as medicine; and from the qualities which they possess for 
nutritive or medicinal purposes they often form the palate by degrees, and by force of these 
associations. Thus opium is pleasing to Turks, on account of the agreeable delirium it produces. 
Tobacco is the delight of Dutchmen, as it diffuses a torpor and pleasing stupefaction. Fermented 
spirits please our common people, because they banish care, and all consideration of future or 



present evils. All of these would lie absolutely neglected if their properties had originally gone no 
further than the taste; but all these, together with tea and coffee, and some other things, have 
passed from the apothecary's shop to our tables, and were taken for health long before they 
were thought of for pleasure. The effect of the drug has made us use it frequently; and frequent 
use, combined with the agreeable effect, has made the taste itself at last agreeable. But this 
does not in the least perplex our reasoning; because we distinguish to the last the acquired from 
the natural relish. In describing the taste of an unknown fruit, you would scarcely say that it had 
a sweet and pleasant flavor like tobacco, opium, or garlic, although you spoke to those who 
were in the constant use of those drugs, and had great pleasure in them. There is in all men a 
sufficient remembrance of the original natural causes of pleasure, to enable them to bring all 
things offered to their senses to that standard, and to regulate their feelings and opinions by it. 
Suppose one who had so vitiated his palate as to take more pleasure in the taste of opium than 
in that of butter or honey, to be presented with a bolus of squills; there is hardly any doubt but 
that he would prefer the butter or honey to this nauseous morsel, or to any other bitter drug to 
which he had not been accustomed; which proves that his palate was naturally like that of other 
men in all things, that it is still like the palate of other men in many things, and only vitiated in 
some particular points. For in judging of any new thing, even of a taste similar to that which he 
has been formed by habit to like, he finds his palate affected in the natural manner, and on the 
common principles. Thus the pleasure of all the senses, of the sight, and even of the taste, that 
most ambiguous of the senses, is the same in all, high and low, learned and unlearned. 
 

Besides the ideas, with their annexed pains and pleasures, which are presented by the 
sense; the mind of man possesses a sort of creative power of its own; either in representing at 
pleasure the images of things in the order and manner in which they were received by the 
senses, or in combining those images in a new manner, and according to a different order. This 
power is called imagination; and to this belongs whatever is called wit, fancy, invention, and the 
like. But it must be observed, that this power of the imagination is incapable of producing 
anything absolutely new; it can only vary the disposition of those ideas which it has received 
from the senses. Now the imagination is the most extensive province of pleasure and pain, as it 
is the region of our fears and our hopes, and of all our passions that are connected with them; 
and whatever is calculated to affect the imagination with these commanding ideas, by force of 
any original natural impression, must have the same power pretty equally over all men. For 
since the imagination is only the representation of the senses, it can only be pleased or 
displeased with the images, from the same principle on which the sense is pleased or 
displeased with the realities; and consequently there must be just as close an agreement in the 
imaginations as in the senses of men. A little attention will convince us that this must of 
necessity be the case. 
 

But in the imagination, besides the pain or pleasure arising from the properties of the 
natural object, a pleasure is perceived from the resemblance which the imitation has to the 
original: the imagination, I conceive, can have no pleasure but what results from one or other of 
these causes. And these causes operate pretty uniformly upon all men, because they operate 
by principles in nature, and which are not derived from any particular habits or advantages. Mr. 
Locke very justly and finely observes of wit, that it is chiefly conversant in tracing resemblances; 



he remarks, at the same time, that the business of judgment is rather in finding differences. It 
may perhaps appear, on this supposition, that there is no material distinction between the wit 
and the judgment, as they both seem to result from different operations of the same faculty of 
comparing. But in reality, whether they are or are not dependent on the same power of the mind, 
they differ so very materially in many respects, that a perfect union of wit and judgment is one of 
the rarest things in the world. When two distinct objects are unlike to each other, it is only what 
we expect; things are in their common way; and therefore they make no impression on the 
imagination: but when two distinct objects have a resemblance, we are struck, we attend to 
them, and we are pleased. The mind of man has naturally a far greater alacrity and satisfaction 
in tracing resemblances than in searching for differences; because by making resemblances we 
produce new images; we unite, we create, we enlarge our stock; but in making distinctions we 
offer no food at all to the imagination; the task itself is more severe and irksome, and what 
pleasure we derive from it is something of a negative and indirect nature. A piece of news is told 
me in the morning; this, merely as a piece of news, as a fact added to my stock, gives me some 
pleasure. In the evening I find there was nothing in it. What do I gain by this, but the 
dissatisfaction to find that I had been imposed upon? Hence it is that men are much more 
naturally inclined to belief than to incredulity. And it is upon this principle, that the most ignorant 
and barbarous nations have frequently excelled in similitudes, comparisons, metaphors, and 
allegories, who have been weak and backward in distinguishing and sorting their ideas. And it is 
for a reason of this kind, that Homer and the oriental writers, though very fond of similitudes, 
and though they often strike out such as are truly admirable, seldom take care to have them 
exact; that is, they are taken with the general resemblance, they paint it strongly, and they take 
no notice of the difference which may be found between the things compared. 
 

Now as the pleasure of resemblance is that which principally flatters the imagination, all 
men are nearly equal in this point, as far as their knowledge of the things represented or 
compared extends. The principle of this knowledge is very much accidental, as it depends upon 
experience and observation, and not on the strength or weakness of any natural faculty; and it is 
from this difference in knowledge, that what we commonly, though with no great exactness, call 
a difference in taste proceeds. A man to whom sculpture is new, sees a barber's block, or some 
ordinary piece of statuary; he is immediately struck and pleased, because he sees something 
like a human figure; and, entirely taken up with this likeness, he does not at all attend to its 
defects. No person, I believe, at the first time of seeing a piece of imitation ever did. Some time 
after, we suppose that this novice lights upon a more artificial work of the same nature; he now 
begins to look with contempt on what he admired at first; not that he admired it even then for its 
unlikeness to a man, but for that general though inaccurate resemblance which it bore to the 
human figure. What he admired at different times in these so different figures, is strictly the 
same; and though his knowledge is improved, his taste is not altered. Hitherto his mistake was 
from a want of knowledge in art, and this arose from his inexperience; but he may be still 
deficient from a want of knowledge in nature. For it is possible that the man in question may 
stop here, and that the masterpiece of a great hand may please him no more than the middling 
performance of a vulgar artist; and this not for want of better or higher relish, but because all 
men do not observe with sufficient accuracy on the human figure to enable them to judge 
properly of an imitation of it. And that the critical taste does not depend upon a superior principle 



in men, but upon superior knowledge, may appear from several instances. The story of the 
ancient painter and the shoemaker is very well known. The shoemaker set the painter right with 
regard to some mistakes he had made in the shoe of one of his figures, which the painter, who 
had not made such accurate observations on shoes, and was content with a general 
resemblance, had never observed. But this was no impeachment to the taste of the painter; it 
only showed some want of knowledge in the art of making shoes. Let us imagine, that an 
anatomist had come into the painter's working-room. His piece is in general well done, the figure 
in question in a good attitude, and the parts well adjusted to their various movements; yet the 
anatomist, critical in his art, may observe the swell of some muscle not quite just in the peculiar 
action of the figure. Here the anatomist observes what the painter had not observed; and he 
passes by what the shoemaker had remarked. But a want of the last critical knowledge in 
anatomy no more reflected on the natural good taste of the painter, or of any common observer 
of his piece, than the want of an exact knowledge in the formation of a shoe. A fine piece of a 
decollated head of St. John the Baptist was shown to a Turkish emperor: he praised many 
things, but he observed one defect: he observed that the skin did not shrink from the wounded 
part of the neck. The sultan on this occasion, though his observation was very just, discovered 
no more natural taste than the painter who executed this piece, or than a thousand European 
connoisseurs, who probably never would have made the same observation. His Turkish majesty 
had indeed been well acquainted with that terrible spectacle, which the others could only have 
represented in their imagination. On the subject of their dislike there is a difference between all 
these people, arising from the different kinds and degrees of their knowledge; but there is 
something in common to the painter, the shoemaker, the anatomist, and the Turkish emperor, 
the pleasure arising from a natural object, so far as each perceives it justly imitated; the 
satisfaction in seeing an agreeable figure; the sympathy proceeding from a striking and affecting 
incident. So far as taste is natural, it is nearly common to all. 
 

In poetry, and other pieces of imagination, the same parity may be observed. It is true, 
that one man is charmed with Don Bellianis, and reads Virgil coldly; whilst another is transported 
with the Æneid, and leaves Don Bellianis to children. These two men seem to have a taste very 
different from each other; but in fact they differ very little. In both these pieces, which inspire 
such opposite sentiments, a tale exciting admiration is told; both are full of action, both are 
passionate; in both are voyages, battles, triumphs, and continual changes of fortune. The 
admirer of Don Bellianis perhaps does not understand the refined language of the Æneid, who, 
if it was degraded into the style of the "Pilgrim's Progress," might feel it in all its energy, on the 
same principle which made him an admirer of Don Bellianis. 
 

In his favorite author he is not shocked with the continual breaches of probability, the 
confusion of times, the offences against manners, the trampling upon geography; for he knows 
nothing of geography and chronology, and he has never examined the grounds of probability. 
He perhaps reads of a shipwreck on the coast of Bohemia: wholly taken up with so interesting 
an event, and only solicitous for the fate of his hero, he is not in the least troubled at this 
extravagant blunder. For why should he be shocked at a shipwreck on the coast of Bohemia, 
who does not know but that Bohemia may be an island in the Atlantic ocean? and after all, what 
reflection is this on the natural good taste of the person here supposed? 



 
So far then as taste belongs to the imagination, its principle is the same in all men; there 

is no difference in the manner of their being affected, nor in the causes of the affection; but in 
the degree there is a difference, which arises from two causes principally; either from a greater 
degree of natural sensibility, or from a closer and longer attention to the object. To illustrate this 
by the procedure of the senses, in which the same difference is found, let us suppose a very 
smooth marble table to be set before two men; they both perceive it to be smooth, and they are 
both pleased with it because of this quality. So far they agree. But suppose another, and after 
that another table, the latter still smoother than the former, to be set before them. It is now very 
probable that these men, who are so agreed upon what is smooth, and in the pleasure from 
thence, will disagree when they come to settle which table has the advantage in point of polish. 
Here is indeed the great difference between tastes, when men come to compare the excess or 
diminution of things which are judged by degree and not by measure. Nor is it easy, when such 
a difference arises, to settle the point, if the excess or diminution be not glaring. If we differ in 
opinion about two quantities, we can have recourse to a common measure, which may decide 
the question with the utmost exactness; and this, I take it, is what gives mathematical 
knowledge a greater certainty than any other. But in things whose excess is not judged by 
greater or smaller, as smoothness and roughness, hardness and softness, darkness and light, 
the shades of colors, all these are very easily distinguished when the difference is any way 
considerable, but not when it is minute, for want of some common measures, which perhaps 
may never come to be discovered. In these nice cases, supposing the acuteness of the sense 
equal, the greater attention and habit in such things will have the advantage. In the question 
about the tables, the marble-polisher will unquestionably determine the most accurately. But 
notwithstanding this want of a common measure for settling many disputes relative to the 
senses, and their representative the imagination, we find that the principles are the same in all, 
and that there is no disagreement until we come to examine into the pre-eminence or difference 
of things, which brings us within the province of the judgment. 
 

So long as we are conversant with the sensible qualities of things, hardly any more than 
the imagination seems concerned; little more also than the imagination seems concerned when 
the passions are represented, because by the force of natural sympathy they are felt in all men 
without any recourse to reasoning, and their justness recognized in every breast. Love, grief, 
fear, anger, joy, all these passions have, in their turns, affected every mind; and they do not 
affect it in an arbitrary or casual manner, but upon certain, natural, and uniform principles. But 
as many of the works of imagination are not confined to the representation of sensible objects, 
nor to efforts upon the passions, but extend themselves to the manners, the characters, the 
actions, and designs of men, their relations, their virtues and vices, they come within the 
province of the judgment, which is improved by attention, and by the habit of reasoning. All 
these make a very considerable part of what are considered as the objects of taste; and Horace 
sends us to the schools of philosophy and the world for our instruction in them. Whatever 
certainty is to be acquired in morality and the science of life; just the same degree of certainty 
have we in what relates to them in works of imitation. Indeed it is for the most part in our skill in 
manners, and in the observances of time and place, and of decency in general, which is only to 
be learned in those schools to which Horace recommends us, that what is called taste, by way 



of distinction, consists: and which is in reality no other than a more refined judgment. On the 
whole, it appears to me, that what is called taste, in its most general acceptation, is not a simple 
idea, but is partly made up of a perception of the primary pleasures of sense, of the secondary 
pleasures of the imagination, and of the conclusions of the reasoning faculty, concerning the 
various relations of these, and concerning the human passions, manners, and actions. All this is 
requisite to form taste, and the groundwork of all these is the same in the human mind; for as 
the senses are the great originals of all our ideas, and consequently of all our pleasures, if they 
are not uncertain and arbitrary, the whole groundwork of taste is common to all, and therefore 
there is a sufficient foundation for a conclusive reasoning on these matters. 
 

Whilst we consider taste merely according to its nature and species, we shall find its 
principles entirely uniform; but the degree in which these principles prevail, in the several 
individuals of mankind, is altogether as different as the principles themselves are similar. For 
sensibility and judgment, which are the qualities that compose what we commonly call a taste, 
vary exceedingly in various people. From a defect in the former of these qualities arises a want 
of taste; a weakness in the latter constitutes a wrong or a bad one. There are some men formed 
with feelings so blunt, with tempers so cold and phlegmatic, that they can hardly be said to be 
awake during the whole course of their lives. Upon such persons the most striking objects make 
but a faint and obscure impression. There are others so continually in the agitation of gross and 
merely sensual pleasures, or so occupied in the low drudgery of avarice, or so heated in the 
chase of honors and distinction, that their minds, which had been used continually to the storms 
of these violent and tempestuous passions, can hardly be put in motion by the delicate and 
refined play of the imagination. These men, though from a different cause, become as stupid 
and insensible as the former; but whenever either of these happen to be struck with any natural 
elegance or greatness, or with these qualities in any work of art, they are moved upon the same 
principle. 
 

The cause of a wrong taste is a defect of judgment. And this may arise from a natural 
weakness of understanding (in whatever the strength of that faculty may consist), or, which is 
much more commonly the case, it may arise from a want of a proper and well-directed exercise, 
which alone can make it strong and ready. Besides, that ignorance, inattention, prejudice, 
rashness, levity, obstinacy, in short, all those passions, and all those vices, which pervert the 
judgment in other matters, prejudice it no less in this its more refined and elegant province. 
These causes produce different opinions upon everything which is an object of the 
understanding, without inducing us to suppose that there are no settled principles of reason. 
And indeed, on the whole, one may observe, that there is rather less difference upon matters of 
taste among mankind, than upon most of those which depend upon the naked reason; and that 
men are far better agreed on the excellence of a description in Virgil, than on the truth or 
falsehood of a theory of Aristotle. 
 

A rectitude of judgment in the arts, which may be called a good taste, does in a great 
measure depend upon sensibility; because if the mind has no bent to the pleasures of the 
imagination, it will never apply itself sufficiently to works of that species to acquire a competent 
knowledge in them. But though a degree of sensibility is requisite to form a good judgment, yet 



a good judgment does not necessarily arise from a quick sensibility of pleasure; it frequently 
happens that a very poor judge, merely by force of a greater complexional sensibility, is more 
affected by a very poor piece, than the best judge by the most perfect; for as everything now, 
extraordinary, grand, or passionate, is well calculated to affect such a person, and that the faults 
do not affect him, his pleasure is more pure and unmixed; and as it is merely a pleasure of the 
imagination, it is much higher than any which is derived from a rectitude of the judgment; the 
judgment is for the greater part employed in throwing stumbling-blocks in the way of the 
imagination, in dissipating the scenes of its enchantment, and in tying us down to the 
disagreeable yoke of our reason: for almost the only pleasure that men have in judging better 
than others, consists in a sort of conscious pride and superiority, which arises from thinking 
rightly; but then this is an indirect pleasure, a pleasure which does not immediately result from 
the object which is under contemplation. In the morning of our days, when the senses are 
unworn and tender, when the whole man is awake in every part, and the gloss of novelty fresh 
upon all the objects that surround us, how lively at that time are our sensations, but how false 
and inaccurate the judgments we form of things! I despair of ever receiving the same degree of 
pleasure from the most excellent performances of genius, which I felt at that age from pieces 
which my present judgment regards as trifling and contemptible. Every trivial cause of pleasure 
is apt to affect the man of too sanguine a complexion: his appetite is too keen to suffer his taste 
to be delicate; and he is in all respects what Ovid says of himself in love, 
 
Molle meum levibus cor est violabile telis, 
Et semper causa est, cur ego semper amem. 

One of this character can never be a refined judge; never what the comic poet calls 
elegans formarum spectator. The excellence and force of a composition must always he 
imperfectly estimated from its effect on the minds of any, except we know the temper and 
character of those minds. The most powerful effects of poetry and music have been displayed, 
and perhaps are still displayed, where these arts are but in a very low and imperfect state. The 
rude hearer is affected by the principles which operate in these arts even in their rudest 
condition; and he is not skilful enough to perceive the defects. But as the arts advance towards 
their perfection, the science of criticism advances with equal pace, and the pleasure of judges is 
frequently interrupted by the faults which we discovered in the most finished compositions. 
 

Before I leave this subject, I cannot help taking notice of an opinion which many persons 
entertain, as if the taste were a separate faculty of the mind, and distinct from the judgment and 
imagination; a species of instinct, by which we are struck naturally, and at the first glance, 
without any previous reasoning, with the excellences or the defects of a composition. So far as 
the imagination, and the passions are concerned, I believe it true, that the reason is little 
consulted; but where disposition, where decorum, where congruity are concerned, in short, 
wherever the best taste differs from the worst, I am convinced that the understanding operates, 
and nothing else; and its operation is in reality far from being always sudden, or, when it is 
sudden, it is often far from being right. Men of the best taste by consideration come frequently to 
change these early and precipitate judgments, which the mind, from its aversion to neutrality 
and doubt, loves to form on the spot. It is known that the taste (whatever it is) is improved 
exactly as we improve our judgment, by extending our knowledge, by a steady attention to our 



object, and by frequent exercise. They who have not taken these methods, if their taste decides 
quickly, it is always uncertainly; and their quickness is owing to their presumption and rashness, 
and not to any sudden irradiation, that in a moment dispels all darkness from their minds. But 
they who have cultivated that species of knowledge which makes the object of taste, by degrees 
and habitually attain not only a soundness but a readiness of judgment, as men do by the same 
methods on all other occasions. At first they are obliged to spell, but at last they read with ease 
and with celerity; but this celerity of its operation is no proof that the taste is a distinct faculty. 
Nobody, I believe, has attended the course of a discussion which turned upon matters within the 
sphere of mere naked reason, but must have observed the extreme readiness with which the 
whole process of the argument is carried on, the grounds discovered, the objections raised and 
answered, and the conclusions drawn from premises, with a quickness altogether as great as 
the taste can be supposed to work with; and yet where nothing but plain reason either is or can 
be suspected to operate. To multiply principles for every different appearance is useless, and 
unphilosophical too in a high degree. 
 

This matter might be pursued much farther; but it is not the extent of the subject which 
must prescribe our bounds, for what subject does not branch out to infinity? It is the nature of 
our particular scheme, and the single point of view in which we consider it, which ought to put a 
stop to our researches. 

 



January 14th– The Fundamental Orders of 
Connecticut 

FORASMUCH as it hath pleased the Almighty God by the wise disposition of his divine 
providence so to Order and dispose of things that we the Inhabitants and Residents of Windsor, 
Harteford and Wethersfield are now cohabiting and dwelling in and upon the River of 
Connecticut and the Lands thereunto adjoining; And well knowing where a people are gathered 
together the word of God requires that to maintain the peace and union of such a people there 
should be an orderly and decent Government established according to God, to order and 
dispose of the affrays of the people at all seasons as occasion shall require; do therefore 
associate and connive ourselves to be as one Public State or Commonwealth; and do, for 
ourselves and our Successors and such as shall be adjoined to us at any time hereafter, enter 
into Combination and Confederation to gather, to maintain and pressure the liberty and purity of 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus which we now profess, as also the discipline of the Churches, 
which according to the truth of the said gospel is now practised amongst vs; As also in our Civil 
Affairs to be guided and governed according to such Laws, Rules, Orders and decrees as shall 
be made, ordered & decreed, as followeth:— 

 
1. It is Ordered, sentenced and decreed, that there shall be yearly two general Assemblies or 
Courts, the on the second thursday in April, the other the second thursday in September, 
following; the first shall be called the Court of Election, wherein shall be yearly Chosen from 
time to time so many Magistrates and other public Officers as shall be found requisite: Whereof 
one to be chosen Governor for the year ensuing and until another be chosen, and no other 
Magistrate to be chosen for more than one year; provided always there be six chosen besides 
the Governor; which being chosen and sworn according to an Oath recorded for that purpose 
shall have power to administer justice according to the Laws here established, and for want 
thereof according to the rule of the word of God; which chose shall be made by all that are 
admitted freemen and have taken the Oath of Fidelity, and doe cohabit within this Jurisdiction, 
(having been admitted Inhabitants by the major part of the Town wherein they lieu,) or the mayor 
party of such as shall be then present. 
 
2. It is Ordered, sentenced and decreed, that the Election of the aforesaid Magistrate shall be 
on this manner: every person present and qualified for choose shall bring in (to the persons 
deputed to receive them) one single paper with the name of him written in at whom he desires 
to have Governor, and he that hath the greatest number of papers shall be Governor for that 
year. And the rest of the Magistrates or public Officers to be chosen in this manner: The 
Secretary for the time being shall first read the names of all that are to be put to choose and 
then shall severally nominate them distinctly, and every one that would have the person 
nominated to be chosen shall bring in one single paper written upon, and he that would not have 
him chosen shall bring in a blank: and every one that hath more written papers then blanks shall 
be a Magistrate for that year; which papers shall be received and told by one or more that shall 
be then chosen by the court and sworn to be faithful therein; but in case there should not be six 
chosen as aforesaid, besides the Governor, out of those which are nominated, then he or they 
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which have the most written papers shall be a Magistrate or Magistrates for the ensuing year, to 
make up the foresaid number. 
 
3. It is Ordered, sentenced and decreed, that the Secretary shall not nominate any person, nor 
shall any person be chosen newly into the Magistracy which was not propounded in some 
General Court before, to be nominated the next Election; and to that end at shall be lawful for 
each of the Towns aforesaid by their deputies to nominate any two whom they conceive fitte to 
be put to election; and the Court may ad so many more as they judge requisite. 
 
4. It is Ordered, sentenced and decreed that no person be chosen Governor above once in two 
years, and that the Governor be always a member of some approved congregation, and 
formerly of the Magistracy within this Jurisdiction; and all the Magistrates Freemen of this 
Commonwealth: and that no Magistrate or other public officer shall execute any party of his or 
their Office before they are severally sworn, which shall be done in the face of the Court if they 
be present, and in case of absence by some deputed for that purpose. 
 
5. It is Ordered, sentenced and decreed, that to the aforesaid Court of Election the several 
Towns shall send their deputies, and when the Elections are ended they may proceed in any 
public service as at other Courts. Also the other General Court in September shall be for making 
of laws, and any other public occasion, which concerns the good of the Commonwealth. 
 
6. It is Ordered, sentenced and decreed, that the Governor shall, ether by himself or by the 
secretary, send out summons to the Constables of every Town for the calling of these two 
standing Courts, on month at lest before their several times: And also if the Governor and the 
greatest party of the Magistrates see cause upon any special occasion to call a general Court, 
they may give order to the secretary so to do within fourteen days warning; and if urgent 
necessity so require, upon a shorter notice, giving sufficient grounds for at to the deputies when 
they meet, or else be questioned for the same; And if the Governor and Mayor party of 
Magistrates shall ether neglect or refuse to call the two General standing Courts or ether of 
them, as also at other times when the occasions of the Commonwealth require, the Freemen 
thereof, or the Mayor party of them, shall petition to them so to do: if then at be ether denied or 
neglected the said Freemen or the Mayor party of them shall have power to give order to the 
Constables of the several Towns to doe the same, and so may meet to gather, and chose to 
themselves a Moderator, and may proceed to do any Act of power, which any other General 
Court may. 
 
7. It is Ordered, sentenced and decreed that after there are warrants given out for any of the 
said General Courts, the Constable or Constables of each Town shall forthwith give notice 
distinctly to the inhabitants of the same, in some Public Assembly or by going or sending from 
house to house, that at a place and time by him or them limited and set, they meet and 
assemble themselves to gather to elect and chose certain deputies to be at the General Court 
then following to agitate the affrays of the commonwealth; which said Deputies shall be chosen 
by all that are admitted Inhabitants in the several Towns and have taken the oath of fidelity; 



provided that non be chosen a Deputy for any General Court which is not a Freeman of this 
Commonwealth. 
 
The foresaid deputies shall be chosen in manner following: every person that is present and 
qualified as before expressed, shall bring the names of such, written in several papers, as they 
desire to have chosen for that Employment, and these 3 or 4, more or less, being the number 
agreed on to be chosen for that time, that have greatest number of papers written for them shall 
be deputies for that Court; whose names shall be endorsed on the back side of the warrant and 
returned into the Court, with the Constable or Constables hand unto the same. 
 
8. It is Ordered, sentenced and decreed, that Wyndsor, Hartford and Wethersfield shall have 
power each Town, to send power of their freemen as deputies to every General Court; and 
whatsoever other Towns shall be hereafter added to this Jurisdiction, they shall send so many 
deputies as the Court shall judge meet, a reasonable proportion to the number of Freemen that 
are in the said Towns being to be attended therein; which deputies shall have the power of the 
whole Town to give their boats and allowance to all such laws and orders as may be for the 
public good, and unto which the said Towns are to be bound. 
 
9. It is ordered and decreed, that the deputies thus chosen shall have power and liberty to 
appoint a time and a place of meeting to gather before any General Court to advise and consult 
of all such things as may concern the good of the public, as also to examine their own Elections, 
whether according to the order, and if they or the greatest party of them find any election to be 
illegal they may seclude such for present from their meeting, and return the same and their 
reasons to the Court; and if at prove true, the Court may fine the party or parties so intruding 
and the Town, if they see cause, and give out a warrant to go to a new election in a legal way, 
either in party or in whole. Also the said deputies shall have power to fine any that shall be 
disorderly at their meetings, or for not coming in due time or place according to appointment; 
and they may return the said fines into the Court if at be refused to be paid, and the treasurer to 
take notice of at, and to estreet or levy the same as he doth other fines. 
 
10. It is Ordered, sentenced and decreed, that every General Court, except such as through 
neglect of the Governor and the greatest party of Magistrates the Freemen themselves doe call, 
shall consist of the Governor, or some one chosen to moderate the Court, and 4 other 
Magistrates at least, with the mayor part of the deputies of the several Towns legally chosen; 
and in case the Freemen or mayor party of them, through neglect or refusal of the Governor and 
major party of the magistrates, shall call a Court, at shall consist of the mayor party of Freemen 
that are present or their deputies, with a Moderator chosen by them: In which said General 
Courts shall consist the supreme power of the Commonwealth, and they only shall have power 
to make laws or repeal them, to grant levys, to admit of Freemen, dispose of lands undisposed 
of, to several Towns or persons, and also shall have power to call ether Court or Magistrate or 
any other person whatsoever into question for any misdemeanor, and may for just causes 
displace or deal otherwise according to the nature of the offence; and also may deal in any other 
matter that concerns the good of this commonwealth, except election of Magistrates, which shall 
be done by the whole body of Freemen. 



 
In which Court the Governor or Moderator shall have power to order the Court to give liberty of 
speech, and silence unreasonable and disorderly speakings, to put all things to vote, and in 
case the vote be equal to have the casting voice. But non of these Courts shall be adorned or 
dissolved without the consent of the mayor party of the Court. 
 
11. It is ordered, sentenced and decreed, that when any General Court upon the occasions of 
the Commonwealth have agreed upon any some or somes of money to be levied upon the 
several Towns within this Jurisdiction, that a Committee be chosen to set out and appoint what 
shall be the proportion of every Town to pay of the said levy, provided the Committees be made 
up of an equal number out of each Town. 
 
14th January, 1638, the 11 Orders abovesaid are voted. 
 
The Oath of the Governor, for the [Present.] 
 
I, N.W. being now chosen to be Governor within this Jurisdiction, for the year ensuing, and until 
a new be chosen, do swear by the great and dreadful name of the everliving God, to promote 
the public good and peace of the same, according to the best of my skill; as also will maintain all 
lawful privileges of this Commonwealth; as also that all wholesome laws that are or shall be 
made by lawful authority here established, be duly executed; and will further the execution of 
Justice according to the rule of Gods word; so help me God, in the name of the Lo: Jesus 
Christ. 
The Oath of a Magistrate, for the present. 
 
I, N.W. being chosen a Magistrate within this Jurisdiction for the year ensuing, do swear by the 
great and dreadful name of the everliving God, to promote the public good and peace of the 
same, according to the best of my skill, and that I will maintain all the lawful privileges thereof, 
according to my understanding, as also assist in the execution of all such wholesome laws as 
are made or shall be made by lawful authority hear established, and will further the execution of 
Justice for the time aforesaid according to the righteous rule of Gods word; so help me God, etc. 
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