
 

Blended Learning Lesson Design Principles, Sample Lesson Flows, & Student Engagement 

Blended Learning Lesson Design Principles 

Prioritize the following principles in your lesson/unit design:  
➢​ Working with small groups of students 
➢​ Offering students choice 
➢​ Shifting the focus from the teacher to the learners 
➢​ Providing opportunities for collaboration 
➢​ Giving students control of their pace 
➢​ Incorporating offline learning activities throughout the school day 

 

Sample Lesson Flows: Sample Unit/Lesson Templates 

See sample lesson flows that incorporate the above 
principles: 
➢​ Station Rotations (1)  
➢​ Station Rotations (2) 
➢​ Playlists  
➢​ Choice Boards  
➢​ Synchronous Lesson Agenda 
➢​ Flipped Learning Flow  
➢​ Literacy Block  

➢​ Unit template (mirrors information in Atlas) 
➢​ SD Catholic lesson plan template 
➢​ Student daily/weekly plan (make a copy) 
➢​ Station Rotation lesson template (make a copy) 
➢​ Station Rotation lesson template #2 (make a copy) 
➢​ Playlist template (make a copy) 
➢​ Flipped lesson template (make a copy) 

Engagement  and Collaboration Ideas:  

➢​ Engagement Strategies: 
○​ UDL and Blended Learning 
○​ Strategies Playlist 
○​ 10 Strategies Designed to Engage 

Elementary Students  

➢​ Class Discussion & Collaboration Strategies: 
○​ The Big List of Class Discussion Strategies 
○​ Discussion Roundtable 
○​ The Spider Web Approach to Class 

Discussions 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/16R2Nn_AJ92Af8rtEjEvEvoqhvSDLmKCP3ifjo74_F-A/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1sGyggvMG8U-9dlbkQUupKLBWkJXhJ88S3fEVbQioacQ/mobilepresent?slide=id.g8eb06dcc5b_0_4
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vEzwspI4_zdJ9Ibt1ZUWKvNMIDT4eTU15rNZ3aoAqjo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hFIcZMQCm2flFPjKblqBri4BxRSITEybE8ViafUcziA/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13sCBkwZC4zY0qeIJozT-EBZrmsm492_u/view?usp=sharing
https://catlintucker.com/2020/07/flipped-learning-flow-for-blended-or-online/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xPlNW_Akm8hE_q7Wf1rKPUtckuei5AczB2N4x0mWncg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fLiM4k6Ok7kcXK4GYiYh5H6lM4nelz6QipmqKq4x_KY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OWH9UE0elLqcT5RhsbSIkPOSfrczL_VfD9I-n-v1Hhs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1qQ8594BheaoQ3mDIVlpHAyGNANnijBoCADoK7Ejj9q8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cgT2s_gHGHiNeirs0XA6drhOHoQKlL2GjtvJhdGjDEc/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1fWsTfBS64MlJyhmUM0ZUJVqmz6N7mKakCG2abB20Fb0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zcqMTGwjewyVajjjvi8Ef92jl-e-jERTXcYm_7AQJ74/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wlS-Qitk0XKunan69gjjSPxt1zOinX1pOna6tlsaok4/edit?usp=sharing
https://catlintucker.com/2020/09/udl-blended-learning-engagement/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rwDU88-xP9ShiuTWqI0cHf0edBLCpHnL/view
https://catlintucker.com/2020/08/engage-elementary-students-online/
https://catlintucker.com/2020/08/engage-elementary-students-online/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/speaking-listening-techniques/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/14ouWhr57kIyG-2Dfbhmo6d5382KGHqkVU7Fd-2FOx9A/edit#slide=id.p
https://k-12talk.com/2020/07/30/the-spider-web-approach-how-to-facilitate-effective-online-discussions/
https://k-12talk.com/2020/07/30/the-spider-web-approach-how-to-facilitate-effective-online-discussions/


 

○​ Boosting Student Engagement and Interaction 
in Virtual Meetings 

○​ Strategies for Engaging Students in 
Meaningful Online Learning Experiences 

➢​ Visible Thinking Routines:  
○​ Visible Thinking Routines with Thinking 

Amplifier Apps 
○​ Project Zero Ideas and Distance Learning 
○​ Photo of the Day (use as a discussion starter) 

○​ Edu Protocols Smart Start  
○​ 8 Strategies to Improve Participation in Your 

Classroom 
○​ Hexagonal Thinking: A Colorful Tool for 

Discussion 
○​ Enhance Student Engagement with Virtual 

Social Learning Spaces 
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http://www.spencerauthor.com/virtual-meeting-interaction/
http://www.spencerauthor.com/virtual-meeting-interaction/
https://blogs.edweek.org/teachers/classroom_qa_with_larry_ferlazzo/2020/08/strategies_for_engaging_students_in_meaningful_online_learning_experiences.html
https://blogs.edweek.org/teachers/classroom_qa_with_larry_ferlazzo/2020/08/strategies_for_engaging_students_in_meaningful_online_learning_experiences.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qP5AEmZWq8HTjQxkh-UoA2VZpQMGEV1Q8LTWO2peswQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qP5AEmZWq8HTjQxkh-UoA2VZpQMGEV1Q8LTWO2peswQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JM826jA_dZobwu21SaLlovzaaetuJiFO0aCn9IIQDyo/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/photography/photo-of-the-day/2020/08/china-rice-farm-girl/
https://docs.google.com/drawings/d/1W0DgqAMov2sLxREt_CYoS8IsGvSe2Kc6zbhW_wJoifo/edit
https://www.edutopia.org/article/8-strategies-improve-participation-your-virtual-classroom
https://www.edutopia.org/article/8-strategies-improve-participation-your-virtual-classroom
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/hexagonal-thinking/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/hexagonal-thinking/
https://catlintucker.com/2020/11/virtual-social-learning-spaces/
https://catlintucker.com/2020/11/virtual-social-learning-spaces/


 

Additional Resources: 
Balance with Blended Learning, by Catlin Tucker 
UDL and Blended Learning, by Katie Novak and Catlin Tucker 
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https://us.corwin.com/en-us/nam/balance-with-blended-learning/book269473
https://www.amazon.com/UDL-Blended-Learning-Thriving-Landscapes/dp/1948334313

