
July 18, 2020 

Dear Smithfield Staff and Families, 

Each week, we will be providing a Return to School Committee Report. This 5th edition of the weekly report 

includes the plan submitted to ride, an update on transportation, and a survey on parental preference for 

distance learning or returning to school buildings.   

Our Return to School Plan 

Districts are not being given the choice of a return scenario.  Instead, we were asked to create 3 plans for 

returning to school - full return to buildings, partial return, and limited return (distance learning) so that we 

will be ready for whatever the governor decides.  Our plan is available on this link:  https://bit.ly/394aWpD 

An Update on Transportation 

Thanks to all the parents who have filled out the transportation survey.  If parents are planning to drive their 

children to school, letting us know ensures that we don't save a seat on a bus for those children.  At the 

moment, the guidance on bus transportation allows for only one student on each bus bench (siblings can, 

however, sit together), than 2 or 3.  Buses with a normal capacity of 71 or 77 have 21 -26 bench seats.   

For our elementary schools, we are close to having enough room for all students whose parents are 

requesting bus transportation.  Our challenge for these schools, however, is not being able to accommodate 

children on 2 different buses.  If families, in the past, have had their children go to school on one bus then go 

to a daycare on a different bus, this cannot be accommodated this year, since students must remain in a 

stable pod for bus transportation.  While the YMCA has made other transportation arrangements for children 

attending their program, other daycares have not.  We will continue to explore potential solutions to this 

issue. 

In past years, GMS and SHS buses have operated half-full.  We are surprised, therefore, that we are far from 

having enough bus seats for students outside the walk zone.  Far fewer GMS and SHS families have filled out 

a survey so we will be calling families over the next couple of weeks.  Also, any students getting parking 

passes will automatically be taken off bus lists. If we cannot correct this issue, may have to employ another 

bus run at a very high cost to the District (and a wasteful cost if buses end up with fewer than 10 students). 

Another option allowed  by the state is to have secondary students attend school in person every other day 

and do some form of distance learning on other days (which is our partial plan).  If you have not yet 

answered the bus survey, here is a link to the form:  https://forms.gle/4z7mcBswjHHocmmu8 

 

 

http://u345601.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=7-2BacQEQP0GFvqH1shL0cnq6bTN-2F9eHdl95-2FsPZez280-3DiUr9_5bo-2F-2FRa3QmMjr4MVRv6EqtW2BOr-2FO6Mc7slaN-2FcE2-2FqAgUzt9AIBoLqz7-2F7WvOGTZpn-2BNvEFDlMiZlb1RIjYBRcWZyg2ysjKnngHJa8LjxjqlJLEdFIloiCSUI8VwXb2A2S-2FNQs3XT41aPXO8EQ1w0tDJggbJdaks7mxal4v2-2FR52aVv8r2V4vX6Zhnww4VsWQINuD56YGLUuwI8Cp8m2XWG9rYjyRcK62fhJfeGxFE-3D
http://u345601.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=g3xHJfk-2BGCkcVQdSL6ojCYr5PSMGSaX0luGfA7ycNk00E2-2FAvxDROsjogh3TNF-2BH4d4X_5bo-2F-2FRa3QmMjr4MVRv6EqtW2BOr-2FO6Mc7slaN-2FcE2-2FqAgUzt9AIBoLqz7-2F7WvOGTZpn-2BNvEFDlMiZlb1RIjYBRBAf9-2FTjq0dL9dvUzbcb7qMGjK8kGeavmvfcYjyUd7PJFHKj-2FxOLB07ksKfam44Jsk7MtkX4ksCt927ipHqwP3NRtPr00FNaGJXsmsdv2DViQMwAgiLVjTTihgZv86DxacRKczsh-2F9Gi9beueQhQAk-3D


A Choice? 

The guidance from the state that districts were asked to follow to devise return to school plans did not 

include providing a choice for distance learning. The scenarios in RIDE's guidance document is provided 

below: 

 

In the 100% return scenario, distance learning is used when students are temporarily out of school for illness 

or for students who are severely medically fragile.   

Some districts, however, are attempting to plan for a choice for families, despite this not considered in 

guidance documents.  We do not know if these plans will be found acceptable nor have we determined the 

logistics for doing this in Smithfield.  Pulling teachers out of individual schools to do distance learning 

would leave class sizes too large for remaining teachers unless the corresponding numbers of students also 

choose distance learning in that school.  If there's too many students in a certain grade, we would have to 

transport those students to a different school, a transportation challenge and an unpopular outcome for 

many families.  We continue to work on a solution to this challenge should the state allow for choice.  In the 

meantime, we have asked families to fill out a survey indicating interest.  We hope families will complete one 

form per student by Monday https://forms.gle/UxFxYGYhsXwSKx4q9 

Although the plan was submitted to RIDE on Friday, July 17th, our committee will continue to plan through 

the summer and additional reports to the community will be distributed each week. 

Sincerely, 

Judy Paolucci, Superintendent and Members of the Return to School Committee 

 

http://u345601.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=g3xHJfk-2BGCkcVQdSL6ojCRoXiZfsznQW9gnzfQA6WFDdiS5WSelZD9PNfKyUY-2BGPgNeg_5bo-2F-2FRa3QmMjr4MVRv6EqtW2BOr-2FO6Mc7slaN-2FcE2-2FqAgUzt9AIBoLqz7-2F7WvOGTZpn-2BNvEFDlMiZlb1RIjYBSGcc3N7S9TBNHo-2Buh6W8LPvn0Q0U6v452ElFLd7u-2F1SJedSVS29B-2Bfs5weYY0L90447Cas8qgvrYB5njgWKBvUaGHtRq38bvrm1YrIJtsg3oJ6OU-2FlQLKB5EBbkBJZSZnQ0IhQA7w5zw4p0f8Hxr2c-3D
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