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The RN which stands for Registered Nurse is the category of nurses that majorly provide 
healthcare to patients who need assistance. As their name describes, they are not just 
ordinary nurses because they are registered and also they are seen as a backbone to both 
doctors and other higher nurses. 

Although some other ways registered nurses can use to obtain this Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing, enrolling from RN to BSN is quite advantageous as you will be exposed to other 
areas in the nursing field and also you will have more chances of being regarded in the 
society than those that went for ADN programs. 

Do you know that nurses that have a BSN degree can be given leadership roles in hospitals 
as well as medical homes? Also, BSN nurses can easily work in administrative positions in 
the medical field. This is because they have acquired more knowledge besides the nursing 
skills that Registered Nurses have. 

The RN to BSN program can be studied part-time, full-time, as well as online. So regardless 
of your position as a registered nurse, you can enroll in a part-time program to enable you to 
continue your work. 

Meanwhile, there are some requirements that every registered nurse is expected to have 
before enrolling in the BSN program. Some of these requirements are a current RN license 



that doesn’t have any restrictions on it, a minimum GPA of 2.5, a degree from your previous 
institution, etc. 

Who is a Registered Nurse? 
A Registered Nurse simply means a nurse that graduated from an approved nursing 
program and / meets all the requirements that are listed by the state or other medical 
organizations before obtaining the license that marked him as a registered nurse. 

They are also regarded as licensed medical professionals capable of providing healthcare to 
patients in diverse medical settings such as in hospitals, etc. 

Who is a BSN Nurse? 
A BSN nurse is a registered nurse who has acquired more knowledge in the area of nursing 
and has been trained on how to lead not just in the hospital alone but also in the community. 

BSN nurses can work in diverse places such as hospitals, outpatient centers, clinics, etc. 
With a BSN degree, nurses have more career opportunities because of the level of 
knowledge they have acquired. Also, BSN nurses earn a higher salary than Registered 
Nurses even when they don’t handle many tasks in their offices. 

What is RN to BSN? 
RN to BSN programs are programs that help nurses to obtain bachelor’s degrees in the 
nursing field, thereby bridging the protocols that Registered nurses should follow before 
obtaining a BSN degree, such as ADN. 

Meanwhile, before enrolling in BSN program as a registered nurse, applicants must pass the 
NCLEX-RN licensing examination. Moreover, an existing Registered Nurse can complete the 
BSN program within the space of two years even while working as a nurse. 

Also, enrolling for a Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) won’t just advance your 
knowledge but will expose you to a greater job career and amazing salary rate. 

Top Best RN to BSN Programs 
If you are a Registered Nurse who is searching for the best schools to enroll for RN to BSN 
programs, then this section has all you need. 

The curriculum that schools discussed in this guide are designed for applicants who intend 
to enroll as part-time students or full-time students. In each way, you can easily obtain your 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing even while working as a nurse. 

Also, being a professional course, students will be exposed to numerous practicals which will 
help to prepare and expose them to other areas in nursing. 



From our detailed research, we culled the top best schools that offer RN to BSN programs. 
All the schools discussed in this guide are fully accredited and also they have an amazing 
rating from their alumni. 

1.  West Texas A&M University 

The West Texas A&M University is a highly rated institution that offers RN to BSN programs 
to nurses who wish to advance their knowledge in the nursing field. Their tuition fee is quite 
affordable and both in-state and out-of-state students equally enjoy reduced tuition fees. At 
West Texas A&M University their tuition fee is $7,629. 

Students at West Texas A&M University enjoy flexible course options and registered nurses 
can obtain their BSN degree within the space of one year. 

The NCLEX pass rate at West Texas A&M University is 98% and they are accredited by 
Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE). 

Website: https://www.wtamu.edu/academics/nursing-rn-program.aspx 

2.  William Carey University 

The William Carey University offers RN to BSN program in diverse formats for nursing 
students which is handled by Joseph and Nancy Fail School of Nursing, depending on your 
position and schedule, you can enroll in part-time, full-time or even online program and their 
tuition fee is $10,800. 

The institution is quite flexible for nurses who wish to obtain their Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing and it is focused on already working nurses whose aim is to upgrade both their 
knowledge and their salary. 

This awesome institution is located in Hattiesburg, Mississippi and its program length is 
approximately one year with 30 credits hours. 

The NCLEX pass rate at William Carey University is 96% and they are fully accredited by 
Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE). 

Website: https://www.wmcarey.edu/page/rn-bsn-admission-information 

3.  Northwest Florida State College 

Northwest Florida State College is quite a great school that offers RN to BSN program to 
nurses seeking to upgrade their knowledge. Their RN to BSN program is designed to train 
students to excel in the nursing field. Their tuition fee is $11,604 for all applicants regardless 
of their location. 

Their program is quite flexible and nurses seeking for BSN degree can enroll for either 
full-time or part-time studies. The program length that students should expect is 5 
semesters, depending on the student's transfer credits. 

https://www.wtamu.edu/academics/nursing-rn-program.aspx
https://www.wmcarey.edu/page/rn-bsn-admission-information


The NCLEC-RN pass rate at Northwest Florida State College is 94% and they are 
accredited by Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE). 

Website: http://www.nwfsc.edu/Academics/Departments/HealthSciences/Nursing/RNtoBSN/ 

4.  University of Delaware 

The University of Delaware is another amazing institution on our list that offers a quality RN 
to BSN program to existing nurses aiming at obtaining a higher degree in the nursing field. 

This school has a good ranking in the National Institutes of Health funding and their tuition 
fee is $6,580 (in-state), $16,500 (out-of-state) per semester. 

Being a highly rated school, they are known for in-depth research in the area of nursing and 
other findings. The program length for their BSN program is 120 credits and students are 
required to have a minimum GPA of 2.5. 

The NCLEX-RN pass rate at the University of Delaware is 98% and they are accredited by 
NLNAC and Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE). 

Website: http://sites.udel.edu/nursing/undergraduate/ 

5.  University of Central Arkansas 

The University of Central Arkansas which allows both nearby students and distance students 
to enroll for their RN to BSN program is quite an amazing school you can consider when 
choosing your favorite institutions for your BSN degree and their tuition fee is $8,850. 

They also offer full-time, part-time, and online EN to BSN programs. Their program duration 
is 12 months, approximately 30 credit hours. 

The NCLEX-RN pass rate at the University of Central Arkansas is 90% and they are 
accredited by Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE). 

Website: http://uca.edu/online/rn-to-bsn/ 

6.  University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 

The University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee is quite a prestigious university that offers RN to 
BSN programs in diverse ways. Students are allowed to enroll in full-time, part-time, and 
even online studies. The estimated tuition fee for applicants is $13,808. 

The admission requirements for RN to BSN program include current RN licensure, 
experience as an RN, etc. The program has 124 credit hours for all students. 

The NCLEX-RN pass rate at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee is 81% and they are 
accredited by Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE). 

Website: http://uwm.edu/nursing/academics/undergrad/rn-bs/ 

http://www.nwfsc.edu/Academics/Departments/HealthSciences/Nursing/RNtoBSN/
http://sites.udel.edu/nursing/undergraduate/
http://uca.edu/online/rn-to-bsn/
http://uwm.edu/nursing/academics/undergrad/rn-bs/


7.  Lakeview College of Nursing 

The Lakeview College of Nursing being a small institution is another highly rated school that 
offers RN to BSN program to eligible nurses. They have two different campuses from which 
students can enroll any of them. Their tuition fee is $14,720. 

Moreover, students of this school have some advantages over other students in other 
institutions because most of their courses are taught at Eastern Illinois University, thereby 
giving students an amazing and conducive learning experience as well as lecture halls. 

Students should expect program length ranging from 16-23 months and they also demand 
that applicants must have a minimum of 2.5 GPA. 

The NCLEX-RN pass rate at Lakeview College of Nursing is 64% and they are accredited by 
NLNAC and Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE). 

Website: https://www.lakeviewcol.edu/locations/charleston 

8.  Fitchburg State University 

Fitchburg State University is another unique institution that is designed to provide quality 
knowledge as well as a leadership skills to registered nurses. Their RN to BSN program is 
quite flexible and you can enroll for their online program if your workplace is far or probably 
you are not chanced. Their tuition fee is $15,065. 

Applicants can complete the RN to BSN program in just 32 credit hours and every student is 
mandated to have a minimum GPA of 2.5. 

The NCLEX-RN pass rate at Fitchburg State University is 94% and they are accredited by 
Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE). 

Website: https://online.fitchburgstate.edu/programs/rn-to-bsn.aspx 

9.  Goshen College 

The Goshen College is quite an amazing institution that offers RN to BSN program to eligible 
nurses who intend to acquire more knowledge in the nursing field. This school is highly rated 
by active students and alumni and they have an excellent pass rate. Their tuition fee is 
$16,910. 

The estimated program duration for RN to BSN program is 18 months or 38 credit hours. 

The NCLEX-RN pass rate at Goshen College is quite exceptional and it is 100%. Also, they 
are accredited by Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE). 

Website: https://www.goshen.edu/adult/nursing/ 

10.              San Francisco State University 

https://www.lakeviewcol.edu/locations/charleston
https://online.fitchburgstate.edu/programs/rn-to-bsn.aspx
https://www.goshen.edu/adult/nursing/


San Francisco State University is an outstanding institution that offers a flexible RN to BSN 
program to registered nurses. They allow students to complete their RN to BSN program in 
California for those that intend to. Their tuition fee is $17,610. 

The program duration for full-time students is four semesters and applicants are required to 
have a minimum GPA of 2.5 and a current California RN license. 

The NCLEX-RN pass rate at San Francisco State University is 82% and they are accredited 
by Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE). 

Website: http://www.nursing.sfsu.edu/rn_bsn 

11.              San Diego State University 

San Diego State University is another amazing nursing school in California that offers RN to 
BSN program to registered nurses. Students who enrolled in this program are mandated to 
meet weekly for their lectures. Their tuition fee is $17,926. 

The estimated program length is between 12 to 15 months and students are required to 
have a cumulative GPA of 3.0 and also a current California RN license. 

The NCLEX-RN pass rate at San Diego State University is 97% and they are accredited by 
Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE). 

Website: https://nursing.sdsu.edu/programs/rn-to-bsn/overview/ 

12.              University of Detroit Mercy 

The University of Detroit Mercy another highly rated institution that offers diverse learning 
formats for their RN to BSN program. Their program is very flexible and applicants can learn 
even when they are still working. Their tuition fee is $18,000. 

Meanwhile, students should be aware that the University of Detroit Mercy is a Catholic 
university which is situated in the state of Michigan. 

Their RN to BSN program runs for four semesters and applicants should have RN licensure, 
probably an associate degree. 

Their NCLEX-RN pass rate at the University of Detroit Mercy is Not Available and they are 
accredited by Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE). 

Website: http://healthprofessions.udmercy.edu/academics/nursing/ 

13.              Ferris State 

The Ferris State being a highly rated institution is located in scenic Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
and they offer RN to BSN programs to registered nurses. Their tuition fee is $18,164. 

The program length for their RN to BSN program is 34 credit hours and students should 
have a minimum of 2.5 GPA. 

http://www.nursing.sfsu.edu/rn_bsn
https://nursing.sdsu.edu/programs/rn-to-bsn/overview/
http://healthprofessions.udmercy.edu/academics/nursing/


The NCLEX-RN pass rate at Ferris State is 83% and they are accredited by NLNAC. 

Website: https://ferris.edu/HTMLS/online/programs/nursing_rnbsn.htm 

14.              The University of Illinois at Chicago 

The University of Illinois at Chicago is another medical school that offers RN to BSN 
programs to eligible nurses. They expose their students to hands-on training at first-class 
hospitals. Their tuition fee is $19,500. 

The program duration is approximately 30 credit hours. Applicants should have current RN 
licensure as well as a minimum GPA of 2.75. 

Their NCLEX-RN pass rate is 92% and they are accredited by Commission on Collegiate 
Nursing Education (CCNE). 

Website: http://bsn.ec.uic.edu/rn-bsn-program/ 

15.              Waynesburg University 

Waynesburg University is a highly rated institution is situated in Waynesburg, Pennsylvania 
and they offer RN to BSN programs to registered nurses. They have different campuses for 
students who wish to obtain their BSN degrees with them. Their tuition fee is not available at 
the moment because they have part-time, full-time, and even online students. 

Applicants should expect a minimum of 27 credit units and admission requirements include 
current USA RN license, minimum GPA of 2.5, etc. 

Their NCLEX-RN pass rate is 100% and they are accredited by Commission on Collegiate 
Nursing Education (CCNE). 

Website: http://www.waynesburg.edu/graduate/graduate-majors/nursing/rn-bsn 

16.              Rhode Island College 

Rhode Island College though being an old institution offers RN to BSN programs to 
registered nurses and also master’s degrees. Students can enroll for part-time, full-time, and 
even online studies as their programs are quite flexible. Their tuition fee is $21,289. 

The estimated program length is between 2 to 6 semesters, depending on the program the 
student enrolled for. 

The NCLEX-RN pass rate at Rhode Island College is 93% and they are accredited by 
Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE). 

Website: http://www.ric.edu/nursing/Pages/R.N.-to-B.S.N.-Program.aspx 

17.              Florida Atlantic University 

https://ferris.edu/HTMLS/online/programs/nursing_rnbsn.htm
http://bsn.ec.uic.edu/rn-bsn-program/
http://www.waynesburg.edu/graduate/graduate-majors/nursing/rn-bsn
http://www.ric.edu/nursing/Pages/R.N.-to-B.S.N.-Program.aspx


Florida Atlantic University is another highly rated institution that offers RN to BSN program to 
registered nurses. Their program is very flexible and students can enroll at any semester 
they want. Their tuition fee is $21,400. 

Applicants need a minimum GPA of 2.5 to be admitted. 

The NCLEX-RN pass rate at Florida Atlantic University is 100% and they are accredited by 
Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE). 

Website: http://nursing.fau.edu/about/index.php 

18.              Northern Arizona University 

Northern Arizona University is quite an exceptional institution that offers RN to BSN 
programs in diverse ways, which include transfer programs, concurrent enrollment, and the 
traditional program. Their tuition fee is $22,094. 

The program requires 30 credit hours and applicants should have RN licensure. 

The NCLEX-RN pass rate at Northern Arizona University is 90% and they are accredited by 
Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE). 

Website: https://nau.edu/chhs/nursing/ 

19.              Bethel College 

Bethel College is another amazing institution that offers RN to BSN programs. It is situated 
in Mishawaka, Indiana and they are affiliated with the Missionary Church to provide quality 
education to its students. Their tuition fee is $24,970. 

Students should expect a program duration ranging from 12 months to 20 months. Also, 
applicants should have a minimum of 2.5 GPA. 

The NCLEX-RN pass rate at Bethel College is 93% and they are accredited by NLNAC and 
Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE). 

Website: https://www.bethelcollege.edu/bsnc 

20.              The University of Hawaii at Manoa 

The University of Hawaii at Manoa is another amazing institution that offers RN to BSN 
program to registered nurses. Their program is quite flexible as you can decide to study 
in-person or online. Their tuition fee is $27,472. 

This program requires 34 credit hours and a minimum of 2.5 GPA. 

The NCLEX-RN pass rate at the University of Hawaii at Manoa is 82% and they are 
accredited by NLNAC and CCNE. 

Website: http://www.nursing.hawaii.edu/bachelor/rnbs 

http://nursing.fau.edu/about/index.php
https://nau.edu/chhs/nursing/
https://www.bethelcollege.edu/bsnc
http://www.nursing.hawaii.edu/bachelor/rnbs


Conclusion 
We discussed the top schools for Registered Nurses who wish to obtain their Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing. Students should know that enrolling from RN to BSN is quite 
advantageous as you will be exposed to other areas in the nursing field. 
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