
Name: ___________________________                    Date: __________________ 

This is Example for  Sarah Winnemucca 

Sarah Winnemucca is a Paiute woman who tried to help her 
people after the California missions were disbanded.  She had a positive 
impact on the development of the American West for two reasons: First, 
she spoke up to protect the rights of her people. Second, she worked 
hard to help Native American children get an education. Because of 
these actions, she helped people better understand Native Americans 
and their struggles. Therefore, Sarah Winnemucca had a positive 
impact on the history of the American West. 

First, Sarah Winnemucca positively influenced the American West 
because she bravely spoke up for her people. She traveled to many 
cities to tell others about the problems Native Americans were dealing 
with. She wanted people to know the truth about how her people were 
being treated. She even spoke in front of important leaders and large 
groups of people. She said “I would rather die fighting for my people 
than live without doing anything for them.”  In fact, she wrote a book 
that helped many Americans learn about Native American life and the 
unfair treatment they faced. This shows that Sarah was a leader, 
creating positive things for the people of California. 

Secondly, Sarah Winnemucca had a positive impact because she 
worked to help Native American children learn and succeed. Education 
could help her people build a better future so she started a school for 
Native American children. Indigenous children learned reading, writing, 
and other important skills, but without the terror of the missions. A 
good leader thinks about the future, and Sarah Winnemucca did 
exactly that. She wanted children to grow up strong and prepared for 
the world around them, making California a better place. 

In conclusion, Sarah Winnemucca’s actions showed courage and 
leadership during a difficult time for Native Americans. She spoke out 
for fairness and worked to help children learn. She tried to build 
understanding between different groups of people. Therefore, Sarah 
Winnemucca had a positive impact on the history of the American 
West. 

 

 


