
 

RWS411 Fall 2024 Schedule ​
Zoom link for conferences and online meetings with instructor​
 

WEEK 1 

Mon 08/26 Introductions, syllabus, course overview, assignments, wiki, AI tools.  

Wed 08/28 
 

Writing and AI: Introduction & Overview  
Survey of interests and experiences. Potential paper topics and options​
Signing up for A.I. tools  
Volunteers for 09/04 readings. ​
​
Homework for 08/28: discuss potential final paper/project topics 
 

WEEK 2 

 Mon 09/02 LABOR DAY NO CLASS CAMPUS CLOSED 
 

 Wed 09/04 
 

Writing and AI: Entering the Conversation ​
Reflection and Review 
Read and discuss Mollick, “Signs and Portents” John Troja​
Caplan, “Dear Student: Keep Away From ChatGPT" Lily Bea ​
Marche, “The Future of Writing Is a Lot Like Hip-Hop.” Evan Dowd (Web version 
also available)  
 
Volunteers for 09/09 readings 
Groups prepare AI Presentations. Sign-up & instructions 
 
Homework for 09/04  
 

WEEK 3  

Mon 09/09 
 
 
 

Education and AI: Entering the Conversation​
Read and discuss O’Neil,   “These Women Warned of AI’s Dangers” (web version 
easier to read if still available).​
Anders, “Pedagogical opportunities of AI and writing”   
Groups prepare AI Presentations. Sign-up & instructions 
​
Homework for 09/09  
 

Wed 09/11 
 

Group Presentations 1: Possibilities and Potentials 
Groups present on optimistic accounts of A.I. (Short Writing Exercise 1) 
 

 

 

https://sdsu.zoom.us/j/8426469735
https://sdsu.instructure.com/courses/162318/discussion_topics/1075248
https://www.oneusefulthing.org/p/signs-and-portents
https://nigelcaplan.com/2023/06/17/dear-student-make-the-right-choice-and-keep-away-from-chatgpt/
https://rws511.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/158019228/Marche%20Writing%20HipHop.pdf
https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2023/05/generative-ai-novel-writing-experiment-stephen-marche/673997/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xr0sptAqA7AhDwc7lNsrPlBoVGI0gp1l/edit
https://sdsu.instructure.com/courses/162318/discussion_topics/1075250
https://rws511.pbworks.com/w/file/154164099/ONeill%20Women%20Warned%20Dangers%20Rolling%20Stone.pdf
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-features/women-warnings-ai-danger-risk-before-chatgpt-1234804367/
https://abramanders.substack.com/p/pedagogical-opportunities-of-ai-and
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xr0sptAqA7AhDwc7lNsrPlBoVGI0gp1l/edit
https://sdsu.instructure.com/courses/162318/discussion_topics/1075288
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xr0sptAqA7AhDwc7lNsrPlBoVGI0gp1l/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xr0sptAqA7AhDwc7lNsrPlBoVGI0gp1l/edit


 

WEEK 4  

Mon 09/16 Instructor at Conference - no class.  
Check A.I. Reflection Journal is up to date  
Homework for 09/16  
 

Wed 09/18 Group Presentations 2: Challenges and Critiques  
Groups present critical accounts of A.I. (Short Writing Exercise 1) 
Volunteers for 09/23 readings (Ong & Sacasas)​
 

WEEK 5 

Mon 09/23 
 
 
 

Orality, Literacy & Social Media  ​
Read and discuss Ong, “Some Psychodynamics of Orality” (Sarah, Abigail)​
Sacasas, “Inescapable Town Square.”  (Erica) 
 
Homework for 09/23: Analyzing Ong and Sacasas 
 

Wed 09/25 
 
 

Workshop Wednesday 
Short Writing Exercise 2: Applying Ong ​
Review A.I. Reflection Journal 
Volunteers for 09/30 reading (Thompson)​
 

WEEK 6  

Mon 09/30 
 

Writing and the Open Web​
Read and discuss Thompson, Public Thinking (Andrew) 
Homework for 09/30  
 

Wed 10/02 Workshop Wednesday (bring laptop to class)​
AI, writing processes, and feedback 
Read Elbow, Teaching Two Kinds of Thinking and Watkins “What Does Automating 
Feedback Mean for Learning?”   ​
​
Short Writing Exercise 3: A.I. feedback on old student essays; reflecting on writing 
processes 

WEEK 7 

Mon 10/07 How Can AI Assist Rhetorical Analysis? 
Read Hari, “The Likely Cause of Addiction”​
Using A.I. to help interpret, analyze, evaluate, and write about Hari 
Homework for 10/07 
 
 

 

https://sdsu.instructure.com/courses/162318/discussion_topics/1075308
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xr0sptAqA7AhDwc7lNsrPlBoVGI0gp1l/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xr0sptAqA7AhDwc7lNsrPlBoVGI0gp1l/edit
https://rws511.pbworks.com/w/file/120178065/Ong_chap3_psychodynamics_orality.pdf
https://www.thenewatlantis.com/publications/the-inescapable-town-square
https://sdsu.instructure.com/courses/162318/discussion_topics/1075311
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Mj5vDIBonsH62CO9MeTneyvGgS6wb-4c/edit
https://rws511.pbworks.com/w/file/150110607/Thompson_Pub_ThinkingF2022.pdf
https://sdsu.instructure.com/courses/162318/discussion_topics/1075312
https://www.faculty.umb.edu/peter_taylor/elbow94.pdf
https://marcwatkins.substack.com/p/what-does-automating-feedback-mean
https://marcwatkins.substack.com/p/what-does-automating-feedback-mean
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1m3g0suWalrEVkGV6piYPF1_6yeZU6kOL/edit
https://rws511.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/158019222/Hari%20Addiction.pdf
https://sdsu.instructure.com/courses/162318/discussion_topics/1117594


 

Wed 10/09 Workshop Wednesday – How Can AI Assist Creative Writing?  
Playful prompting. Creative applications of A.I. tools​
Short Writing Exercise 4: A.I. for rhetorical analysis and creative work ​
 

WEEK 9 

Mon 10/14 
  
 

Draft Proposal Due - NO CLASS 
A.I reflection journal part 1 due in Google folder 
Use time to review and check completed work​
Update reflection journal and homework entries 
 

Wed 10/16 Conferences with Instructor (Zoom and/or my office SH114C) 

WEEK 10  

Mon 10/21 PROPOSAL DUE 
Social media, demagoguery, and authoritarian populism​
Read: 1-page handout key elements of demagoguery​
Roberts-Miller, "Rhetorical Characteristics of Demagoguery​
Wallace, Inaugural Speech 
Homework 
 

Wed 10/23 Social media, demagoguery, and authoritarian populism continued 
Read  analyzing authoritarian populist rhetorics and apply to excerpts from 
speeches before and on Jan 6 attack at the Capitol  
Homework​
 

WEEK 11 

Mon 10/28 
  
 

Critical Digital Literacy 
Read and discuss Wineburg et al, "Educating for Misunderstanding"​
In class CDL activities and exercises.  
Volunteers for 11/04 readings  
Homework 
 

Wed 10/30 
 

Short Writing Exercise 5 (optional)​
To be completed online. If you are not doing exercise 5 you are welcome to meet 
with instructor to talk about final projects. 
 

WEEK 12 

Mon 11/04 The Past and Present of Online Community 
John and Evan project summaries 
Read and discuss Werry, "Imagined Electronic Community" (Kee intro) 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sioiarRgcZpKoGAfmWTGFlM0BgXq4g2J/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18UP4VLiG28x3iW1lUWLI3PAuwfKvYbfF/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/2/folders/1WHSGS_n3TBkwWd_ktzZaPyh8Xi-yZ7So
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18UP4VLiG28x3iW1lUWLI3PAuwfKvYbfF/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I_qSy_TUxYdZNg0Xb9tZUF4S60kVhCac4SY1VTQK-lA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AoK28caGXWOG3xr77j9gSMt1ehayA_Z4kP5HslYcy9I/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G6Rcqmg0oTob1cuOIXeyCGYqE0qGin--HfPbw2EL2R4/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://sdsu.instructure.com/courses/162318/discussion_topics/1128737
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11rTBmpAMLRW7dpGTfivCe8kLl9QIY7ZgVEI8SGdP778/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/104n8cBkGE0v8krKkHq0z_6cGb62gOZbC/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JimgUfdRjTozAgqu6dx2A7gYl8JuuSYo/edit
https://sdsu.instructure.com/courses/162318/discussion_topics/1132574
https://stacks.stanford.edu/file/druid:mf412bt5333/Educating_for_Misunderstanding.pdf
https://sdsu.instructure.com/courses/162318/discussion_topics/1134385
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dEAq-Kqk5bwEbfXL92xwjncjdNHcUupp/edit
https://rws511.pbworks.com/w/file/143257419/werry_imagined_community-pdf.pdf


 

Pariser and Allen, "Our Democracy Needs Digital Public Infrastructure" (Jose)​
Oremus, Nextdoor is Quietly Replacing the Small Town Paper.” 
Homework 
 

Wed 11/06 Online Community continued. Metaphors & Critical AI 
Project summaries continued 
Read Bali et al., Assistant, Parrot, or Colonizing Loudspeaker? ChatGPT Metaphors 
for Developing Critical AI Literacies. 
In class: paper/project workshop; Perplexity.ai 
Volunteers for 11/13 reading 
Homework 
 

 

WEEK 13 

Mon 11/11 
 

NO CLASS - Veterans Day​
A.I reflection journal part 3 due 
 

Wed 11/13 
 

Social Media and Free Speech 
Read and discuss Tufecki "It's the (Democracy-Poisoning) Golden Age of Free 
Speech" (Antonio)  and Tufecki, "YouTube The Great Radicalizer." (1 page) Riley​
Hassan, “Subscribe to PewDiePie” (Jose) 
Homework 
 

WEEK 14 

Mon 11/18 
  
 

Debating Haidt 1 
Tufekci and free speech continued. 
Arguments about social media and mental health.  
In groups, watch debate excerpt, and select from this list of texts who will be 
“prosecutors” or “defense lawyers.” 
 

Wed 11/20 
 

Final Paper/Project draft due 
A.I reflection journal part 2 due in Google folder 
Tufekci continued & debating Haidt 
 

WEEK 15 

Mon 11/25 Conferences with Instructor (Zoom) 
Nov 25 sign up (optional)  

Wed 11/27 THANKSGIVING NO CLASS 

WEEK 16 

Mon 12/02 Debating Haidt 2 

 

https://www.politico.com/amp/news/agenda/2021/01/05/to-thrive-our-democracy-needs-digital-public-infrastructure-455061?__twitter_impression=true&s=03
https://rws511.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/158759712/Oremus%20Nextdoor%20Replacing%20Small-Town%20Paper.pdf
https://sdsu.instructure.com/courses/162318/discussion_topics/1137753
https://openpraxis.org/articles/10.55982/openpraxis.16.1.631
https://openpraxis.org/articles/10.55982/openpraxis.16.1.631
https://openpraxis.org/articles/10.55982/openpraxis.16.1.631
https://sdsu.instructure.com/courses/162318/discussion_topics/1140204
https://rws511.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/158019243/Tufecki%20Free%20Speech%281%29.pdf
https://rws511.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/158019243/Tufecki%20Free%20Speech%281%29.pdf
https://rws511.pbworks.com/w/file/150110610/Tufecki_MacnameeF2022.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qhyG8jLCk90z2Yz3Efgki5diAz2K4uk0A3G8HQ71gWI/edit
https://sdsu.instructure.com/courses/162318/discussion_topics/1140148
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14uOScjshVPdwhbegYhza18zSmmKXpQGo/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V09zdbsN0P7B4BSKYdtmyTQgTCzZeedE/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/2/folders/1WHSGS_n3TBkwWd_ktzZaPyh8Xi-yZ7So
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mBNeJ8s6X0SEt3lCTBJnlwkv7a8y7jIsOcj5yAY386g/edit?tab=t.0


 

  
 

Analyzing arguments about social media and mental health.  
In groups, students will select from this list of texts, acting as either 
“prosecutors” or “defense lawyers.”  
 
 

Wed 12/04 Workshop Wednesday 
Drafting and peer review 

WEEK 17 

Mon 12/09 Presentations 
 

Wed 12/11 Presentations 
Final day of classes 

Fri 12/13 FINAL PAPER & A.I REFLECTION JOURNAL DUE 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1X0ikeM-mBaAN993FVO3OpGrrrwMUmeiW/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V09zdbsN0P7B4BSKYdtmyTQgTCzZeedE/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs

